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PREFACE-- 


. TO THE 


R EADE R: 


: H E . Doftrine of Gods 
eternal Decrees, with 
their Execution in his 
works of -Prowidence 

and Grace, is of great importance 
in it ſelf, and was ever ſo eſteemed 
\ zn the Church. It is that Rewvelati- 
| on which God has been pleaſed to 
: make unto us in his Word, of thoſe 
: Counſels of bis ſovereign will and 
pleaſure, with thoſe abtings of in- 
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Finite wiſdom, power, goodneſt an{© 
"grace in'the plirſu uit of them which 
riſe and iſſue in Eternity. Hetzby 
the whole ſeries of divine Operatt- 
ons is repreſented unto us, in their 
beauty evorder,whereinGod diſpoſes 
all hints in this World, unto the 
final iſſue of his eternal glory. An 
Enquiry therefore into theſe things 
is ſo far from being a needleſs 

and curwns Speculation, ; as ſome 

ſondly imagine, that without HA 
&iljgence therein, we can never at- 
tain that diflint apprebenſs on of 
adivineExcellencies and their effets 
which is neceſſary unto the dire- 
fon of our Faitb and Obedience. 
The nature indeed of the things 
themſelves, which tr ſublime and 
myſterious , with that oppoſe tion 
which the pride of corrupted Rea- 
ſor riſes up unto, aoainft the Sa- 


wereignty ana Wiſdom f God, 


. 
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p "tor! e Rea TT TIS 
1 "" expoſed the Truth tortcerning 

- them unto great -and fierce Contra» 
diftion in all Ages - But as God ? 
in the primitive times preſerved E. 
the knowledge and intereſt of it in 
the Churth, by the holy aud learn- 
ed endeavours of perſons famous 
on that account in their ſeweral 
Generations, againſt the ſbtil af- 
ſaults of men of corrupt minds ; 
ſo in theſe later Ages he has pro- 4 
vided for its windication and dt-. Re, 
fence, by the faithful Laboiirs of 
many worthy Inſtruments , againft 
all that oppoſition which under 
various pretences and apprehen- 
ſions hath continually broken forth 

againſt it. And it bath ſo«fallen ; 
but, that among all thoſe Digladi- | 
ations whith the Church hath been 
exerciſed withal about ſpiritual 
things, there dre none which have 
been nianaged with more confidencs, 
3 ad 


and ſeeming Satiefa8jon, unto the. 


Parties at wariance about them , 
than theſe concerning the Decrees 
and Grace of God ; For whereas 
they procede on various Principles, 
each Party find ſuch' cſſurance in 
thoſe they build upon, as they ſup- 
poſe is not capable of any reaſons 
able contradiHion. Thoſe who judge 
it their ſafeft courſe in heavenly 
Myſteries to captivate their Under- 
ſtandings unto the obedience of 
Faith, and to regulate their appre+ 
benſons about them by divine Rewe- 
lation, with a due reverence of the 
infiuite Wiſdow and Sovereignty 
of God, can diſcern nothing in the 
reaſoning contrary to what they have 
ſo learned, that is of weight with 
them or rokes any impreſſion on 
their. minds ; when others, who 
precede upen and make obels own 
inclinations, deſires and Reaſon the | 
a... Kile ÞF 
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"5 26s Reader. 
Kate and Meaſure of their Conceptis 


bns, forcing divine Revelation and 
Myſteries into | compliance with 
them, bave no valuation of thoſe 
Anguments.. which are reſolved 
purely into divine Revelation, as 
repreſenting an Idea of God, his 
Excellency, his will. and bis Power, 
unſuited unto what in themſelves 
they conceive of then: but it will 
be found that as God, - who alone 
perfeBily knows himſelf, and all the 
effets of bis Wiſdom and Power, 
can alone give ns true notices and 
apprehenſrons of them, ſo'it will 
be found that it is our wiſdom and 
underſtanding to confine our conce» 
 Ptions about them, and Faith con- 
cerning them unto divine Revele- 
tions. And whatever tcontradiGti- 
ons there may be therein unto the 
carnal AfﬀeSGions of men, there is 
none indeed nnto right Reaſon,whes 
\ " i, wes the 
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the infinite diftance between Bod S 
and us is once really admitted and 
acknowledged. Of theſe things treat- 
eth the enſuing Diſcourſe, if I'miſe 
take not, in words of truth and ſ0- 
berneſs, for the ſubStance of what 
7s pleaded therein; 'and I could not 
bat uponthe firſt view judge it both 
uſeful and needful unto the preſent 
ſeaſon. For whereas the Traths 
bere declared and contended for, 
have in former Ages been oppoſed 
with more. ſubtilty, diligence and 
ſpecions pretences, than of late by 
any; yet being never that I have ob- 
ſerved treated with more rage, con- 
tempt and ſcorn, the common way 
whereby men ſupply their defe&is 
in Learning and Ability, to oppoſe 
what they diſlike and condemn; the 
aworthy Author hath handled then 
-with that gravity and modeSly, 
with that particular regard nnto ex- | 
| preſ s 
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 futted to rebuke unchriflian Viru- 
tency about ſacred things, without 
taking any notice of them. And ſun- 
dry things. in peruſal of his Dif- 
courſe I take no ſmall ſatisfa- 
Gionin; as (firſt) that in handl- 
ing of theſe myſterious and:ſacred 
Truths he choſe briefly to ſtate and 
ſolidly to affirm his aſſertions with 
Scripture and Reaſon, clearing «po- 
fitive Truths,and not handling thens 
merely in.a way of Controwerſie , 
though he awoid not the conſidera- 
tion of. any "material Objection a- 
gainſt: what he has aſſerted and pro« 
wed : for as this way. of teaching di- 
&ine Truths is ſuited unto the na- 
ture, uſe and end.of them, as alſo 
the manner of their Original Rewve. 
lation ; ſo the mind is therein © 
preſerved ſedate and free from 
ſnch gdifturbing or: diverting 


pro- 
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provecations as we are commonly | 
to) incident unto, when engaged e- 
wen in the defence of Truth by way 
of controverfie. Again there. ap= 
peared unto me that Vein of  Piety 
and ſpiritual AﬀeStion, Reverence 
anto God, and ſatisfatiion in the 
things themſelves pleaded about , 
as hath given me a great evteew of 
the Author as well as of bis Work, 
though be be otherwiſe utterly un- 
known to me ;, and this ref] vel was 
zncreaſed, when I found be was no 
Miniſter or Church-man, whoſe buſi- 
neſs it is or ought to he to enquire 
diligently into theſe things ; but 2 
. Gentleman aGted by a voluntary con- 
cernment in Truth and Piety, It 
would not be to the diſadwantage 
of the Natton, orthe Churchof God 
in it, if we bad more of that rank 
and quality alike able and alike 
—_—_— The Modeſty wherewith 
. he 
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7 | the Reader, 


"be diſſents from others or oppoſes 
their ſ entzments, witbout ſevere re- 
i0ns on Perſ, ons or Opinions, '3# 


| alſo another thing which deſerves 


both commendlation and imitation ; 
and the confideratiou thereof gives 
me the confedence in theſe few lines, 
defigned unto another end, to ex= 
preſs my own diſſent from ſome of 
bis apprebenſuons, eſpecially about 
the Objed and Extent of Redempti- 
on. Had T ſeen this diſcourſe be- 
fore it was wholly Printed, I ſhould 


have communicated my thoughts 


unto him upon that Subjed, and 


Some few oiber paſſages init : but 


where there is. an agreement in the 
ſubſtance and deſign of anyDoGrine, 
as there is between my judgment 


and what is here ſolidly dectared, 


. . #tas our duty to bear with each rader 


in things circumStantial, or diffe- 
rent explanations of the l ameTruth, 
when 
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whe there is nv incurſion mad) 
rpon the main Principles we own. 
th Arguniemative part of thi 
Book is generally ſuited into the Ge- 
wins of —_ paſt, wherein accurd+ 
&- and ftriGineſs of Reaſon bare 
ſway 3 the Language of it unto this, 
 tonterning which every one midy 
judg as he pleaſes, Truth islittle con- 
terned therein; nor is it thereunto 
that I aſſrg rg that perſ] picuity which 
-appears in the main parts of this. 
- Diſcourſe, but unto the clear and 
_ diftinf ftating of the things themi- 
ſelves inthe Authors mind, which 
alone enables any to | ſpeak. with e- 
wideite unto the underſtanding of 
others. And hente it is that al- 
though he be forced to make we 
ſometimes of Scholaſtick Notions, 
yet be hath ſo expreſſed the matter - 
- intended, as to make it obwidis 
, unto De . meaneſt Capatity ahy 
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theſe thiggs. Hawing ſaid" thus 
much of -tbis". Diſt courſe , which 
hope God will bleſs unto-good uſe and 
fruit, I ſhall not need to mind the 
Reader of how great importance it 
is to bave the Truths here pleaded 
for,well wyndicated and eftabliſbed; 
the fulneſs and frequency of theScri- 
ptures inthe Revelation of them the 
great influence into our Faith,Obedi- 
ence and due Rewerence of God,with 
the eminent tendency unto the exal- 
tation of his Glory, and the debaſe- 
ment of the pernicious Pride of cor- 
rupt Nature which they hawe , the 
Oppofition made. unto them by all 
ſorts of perſons forſaking the Truth, 
who, bowever differing and fiercely 
contending among themſelves, as 
Papiſts » Soctnians , Arminians , 
Quakers and others, yet all agree 
in contradifion unto the Sovereign- 
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ty of God in his Decrees, the ſpe+ 
cial fruits of eternal- Redemption 
by the Blood of Chrift and the ins 
fallible Prewalency of Divine Grape, 
do all ſufficiently ewince, both the 
weight of theſe Truths themſelves, 
and the eminency of the Serwice 
which is done ts the Church of 


God in their Vindication. 


John Owen, 


efat 


Þ 
ILDIED 


A Preface t to the Hoodie _— 


certiing, the Aathor of the 
Tra& entuing, 


wejtions , whether it were better for thoſe 

- 4 writs ond print, to publiſh their Names 
or. conceal. them, becauſe many things Pro and Coy 
might -be argued upon that Subject 3 eſpecialy a- 
bout things ' Folemical , when they are handled. 
But when Caula Dei, the Cauſe. of God ( as oun 
learned and famous Bradwardine intituled hs 
Book,, when be wrote againſt the Pelagians ) comes 
to be treated of, all Circumſtances are duly to w 
weighed, Quis, Quid, Quare, Quando, 
modo, &e. Who, What, W by, When and pt | 
Among thoſe of this kind, its very Para: 
to know for one, that thy Gentleman is one of ihe 
Sages of the Law, aa Oracle in the Country ern 
he lives, An Eircvarches , well worthy of that 
Name and Place, A Juſtice of Peace and not of 
Trouble, according to the diſtinition mbich our ut- 
' happy*times have made. Conformable himſelf ; yet 
one who aff efis rather to be Orthodox, and to mind 
the Power of Godl:iref, more than the Form thereof. 
1 write this Tellimony of him (thouch be neither 
needs, 


T: may well be reckoned among Problems or har 
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weeds, deſires or knowes of it ) becauſe I have bad 
knowledge of him 2 teneris, from bis Childhood , 
and have been certified of hs Domeſtical. Pigty, and 
Exemplarineſs iy all which r 1 6rph ta the Pra- 
ftice of Piety, Concerning the Book,, it needs not 
Patron or Advocate ; Let it ſpeak, for it ſelf. _ Ktax 
tem habet, It quickly ſhews Arma Virimque, 
the Spirit of the Man and bis Wegpons, Thi 
I pleaſes me above all the reſt, that though it' treats 
 . of moſt intricate and myſterious Consrvverſies, yet 
'% that is done bumbly,reverently, freely and with Can- 
or.I make not my. ſelf his Hyperaſpiſtes or Second,or 
a Party to his Opinion ;, but Peas bis Habitation is 
remote in a Corner of the Land , bis Converſe move 
with Books than with Men ; he ſeldom fees London 
and is not yet in theſe parts,any of our Anſhe She 
voted or famous Perſons. Leſt any Reader ſhould of 
bim off with a ſcornful Tgnoramus, I know not 
the man, T have preſumed to prepare this Iitvle Le- 
nitive, that no offence ſhould be — in ſuch reſpetts 
as are herein mentioned, I ſhall not conclude with 
Ecce hominem, b#t ad rem, - 


< 


Lazarus Seaman. 
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noli:ion, p.148.1.16.r. creairix. p.r80.1,8 for nail r, vail, p.204l 22-r, 
©gony, p.212.1:3. after, that Law, add, and that jt was. p. 274. 1.9. for 
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Hat God i Is, 18 2 Prinivts 
dial Verity, from whence 
all other Verities kn 4 
their-Original. 
were not, (which 15 the 
 birgheſt' > (wich ke 
there conld be Nothi ing but perfe&” Net 
lity 3' becauſe Nullity can never” paſs that 
infinite vaſt Gulf, which' hes. between it 
ſelf and Bcing, without-4n infinite'G6d. 
If God were not, he ound not be; a mere 
polfible God is utterly "impoſitble :"for a 
God he cannot be, 'tinleſs " be ſupreme 
Perfettion, a pure AR, immoveable Etere 
nity; and eternal Neceſſ 3 in 
o endi - vehemontia, © This row 
that God is, can py. W 
's not in; Heaven, whete > 
Br” goriouy. ot 
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2 That God 3s. 
glorious face 15 opened to the bleſſed Spi- 
rits;znot in Hell, where his righteous Breath, 
as a River of Brimſtone, doth kindle the 
fire unquenchable ; nor on Earth, whileſt 
any glimpſcs of Heaven irradiate the god- 
ly, or any ſparks of Hell flame out in the 
guilty Conſciences of the wicked ; whileſt 
the Candle of the Lord ſhines within men, 
or the Heavens and the Earth(thoſe Natu- 
ral Preachers)declare a Deity without,and 
wondertully render the invifible Power 
and Godhead as it were viſible unto 
them. Every Particle of being in heaven 
and earth leads us to the infinite Being of 
Beings; every Motion within the Sphear 
of Nature and Grace draws us to adore 
a firſt immoveable Mover ; every breath 
of life in the old and new Creature tells 
us of the great Fountain of Life 3 every 
beam of Light in the natural and ſpiritu» 
al World owns the high Father of lights; 
every drop of Rain, natural on the earth, 
and ſpiritual on the heart, witneſles a De- 
ity. This truth is ſo indubitable , that 
none but a fool in his greateſt folly can 
deny it. Cur dixit ſtultus, non eft Dews 


cur, niſt quia ſtultus eſt & 


GHAP, 


CHAP. Il. 
That God: hath a Will. 


Od's Being being laid down as a ſure 

foundation, I proceed to prove that 
God hath a Will. Which may be evin- 
ced by theſe Reaſons. 


1. God is an immenſe Sca of infinite - 


PerfeCtions, or rather one infinite tran» 
{cendent Perfection 3 and a Will (the foun- 
tain of Liberty) cannot be wanting 1n him, 
but there will be a Maim 1a his perfection. 
Liberum Arbitrium (laith Luther ) eft no- 
men plane divinum : ſolum competit divine 
Majeſtati : ji hominibus tribuitur, nihilo 
reins tribuitur quam ſt Divinitas ipſa eis 
tribueretur, quo ſacrilegio nul{um-eſſe majits 
poſſet. Sovereign and Supreme Liberty is 
a perfection too high for any Creature 3 
for that, by natural and intrinſecal Juſtice, 
owes ſubjection to its Maker. I his 1s one 
of God's Crown-jewels, who fitteth King 
for ever and ever, dwelling in that light, 
which no Creature can approach unto., 
and in that Liberty, which no Creature 
can attain unto. 
2. Godis bleſled for evermore, bleſſed 
B 2 in 


A That God hath a Will. 


in all perfetion, and perfet in all bleſſed- 
neſs in the fruition of himſelf : he is infi- 
nite Light, to ſee his own infinite Perfe- 
&ion ; he is infinite Love, to embrace his 
own infinite Lovelineſs : As he cannot 
comprehenſively know his own infinite 
Perfe&ion, unleſs he have an infinite Un- 
derſtanding ; ſo neither can he adequate- 
ly embrace his own infinite Lovelineſs , 
unleſs he have an infinite Will. God hath 
but one ſimple Nature, and therefore but 
one ſimple Pleaſure, which 1s no other 
than the intelleftual and amatorious re- 
flexion of the divine Underſtanding and 
Will, on the divine Goodnels for ever. 

3. If there beno divine Will at all in 
God, then the divine Arm muſt needs be 
ſhortned, ſo that it can produce no crea- 
ture at all ; for if it produce any thing, it 


muſt do it either freely, or neceſſarily : . 


not freely, for want of a divine Will ; nor 
yet neceſlarily ; for then it muſt produce 
things ad extremum virinm, and fo muſt 
fore all the poſhble Worlds and Crea- 
tures lying in the boſom of Omnipotence 
( which would be infinite actual Beings ) 
and produce them all as early as Eternity 
it ſelf; andall thoſe infigite actual Beings, 
ſoproduced, ſhould be neceflary Beings, 

As 


\ 


That God hath a Will: 5 
as well as God himſelf. In all which many 
reat Contradictions are involved, 

4. If there be no divine Will in God, 
then the Glaſs of the divine Preſctence 
muſt needs be broken ; becauſe, as God 
knows all Eſſences in his own glorious Ef- 
ſence, all Poſlibles in his own wonderful 
Omnipotence,and all congruities and ten- 
dencies to his qwn Glory, in his own un- 
ſearchable Wiſdom; fo he knows all Fu- 
tures in his own Will, For all things fu- 
ture were in their own nature but mere 
ng. and could never of mere pof- - 
1bles become futures without the Divine 
Will ; and unleſs they become futures, 
they could never be known as ſuch, no, 
not by the Divine Intellect it ſelf : For,as 
infinite Omnipotence cannot effe& that 
which is not poſhble, and potenter non po- 
teif ; ſo infinite Omniſcience cannot know 
that which is not knowable 3 for this were 
toerre, and not to know, and conſequent- 
ly a blemiſh in the clarity of the Divine 
Intellect. 

5. The Glory of God (which paſles 
before the faith of his Children ) 1s his 
Grace and Mercy ; and the Glory of his 
Grace and Mercy is the Freene(s and Selt- 
movingnel(s of itz and this Freeneſfs and 

| B 3 Sclts 
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Self-movingneſs can no where be found 
but in the Divine Will alone, into which 
all grace and mercy 1s refolved by God 
himſelf, who faith, 7 will be gracious 
to whont T will be gracious, and will ſhew 
mercy to whom T will ſhew mercy, Exod. 
_-- | 

6. God is a hving God, and lives the 
molt perfett life, becauſe he 1s the moſt 
perfect Being ; and this Divine Life doth 
not merely conſiſt in the comprehenfion 
of his infinite Underſtanding; nor only 
in the exertton of his infinite power z but 
alſo in the volition of ms Divine Will, 
With thee, ( O Divine Will!) is the pure 


Fauntain of Life, the precious Well-head 
of Grace and Glory, all the Saints and 
Angels muſt ſtand fill and adore thee, in 
the embraces of free Election, and Crown 
of Eternal Glory, m. every Drop of Chriſt's 
Redeeming Blood, and Gale of his gra- 


clous Spirit. 


Of the Decrees of God. 


CHAP..IITI, 
Of the Decrees of God in general. - 


Aving proved that God hath a Will, 

I proceed to the Alts thereof. The 
Divine Will ( although one pure AR) 13 
conſiderable under a double Notion 3 et- 
theras it is YVoluntas Complacentie, or elle 
as it 18 Voluntas Decreti. Voluntas Compla- 
centie is that whereby God doth love 
himſelf and his own Image. Himſelf, for 
himſelf, as infinite Love doth by an Ama- 
torious Reflexion embrace himſelf as infi- 
nite Goodneſs : And his own. Image; 
for where-ever that is found, whe- 
ther ſhining out in holy Laws, or living 
in holy Creatures, there is his delight. 
Voluntas Decreti is that whereby God doth 
foreordain Events, Both theſe are Afts of 
his Will, and free Aﬀs 3 becauſe they 
ſpring out of his divine Knowledge. Even 
God himſelf, through the intuition of his 
own Beauty, loves himſelf, as well as he 
makes his Decrees out of the Treaſury of 
his Wiſdom : but herein they differ, that 
God's Att of loving himſelf isſuch as can- 
not be otherwiſe z+but his At of Decree» 
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8 Of the Decrees of God. 

- ing -(1if he had been ſo pleaſed ) might 
have been otherwiſe framed than it 1s. 
Pretermitting his Complacential Will, I 
ſhall..direct my. Diſcourſe to his Detre- 
tive. | 

:: The Decrees of God may be thus de- 
ſribed, viz. That they are the Wiſe, E- 
ternal; Immutable, Immanent Ads of his 
Will,. whereby:for his own glory he der 
crees whatſoever comes to pals in time, 
Every Decree of God is an Ad ofhis Wills 
hence tis called XKAMnuc, the Will of God, 
AFts 21. 14. tisan Immancnt At; hence 
*tis.called Te #:n5 24.4079, a purpoſe in him- 
ſelf; Eph. 1. 9. .'tis awilſe Act; hence 'tis 
called 31 78 BrAnuelG-, the connſel of + 
his Will; Eph. 1T.:11.. 'tis an eternal, Act; 

hence tis called 7egywns and Tegelter, 

4 foreknoming; and foredetermining, Ron, 

-29. ..ti5.an 1mmutable, At; hence "tis 

d 79 dl obeToY 7 PINns,the TAmult as» * 
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defigitiye 'of Events.; hence, 'tis; cally -: 
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thereas in theixtrue centre. Nowin the ©: 
- Degrees of God: there are four things/to 
be chiefly conſidered. | ' 1:59, if 
£.; That they are founded ' on infinit& © 7 
Wiſdom. | | 'L1 
72+ Thatthey are ſituate mEternity,-/ ; 
-. 3+ That they are cemented with Immit» 
tability, > 32165 Tas 
4. That they are crowned with Infal+ 
libility as to the Event. CERN,” 
I. The Decrees of God are founded 'on 
infinite Wiſdom: God hath a Maſs and 
Treaſury of, all Wiſdom in himſelf, and 
from thence he draws out all-thoſe Orders 
and. Series of things, which through his 
Deerees are: poured forth into being.; #xs 
tres Dew there is no Reaſon of his Des 27 
crees, but within there 1s Summa Retho 4 2 


God, even as decreeing, dwells in Light, 
though to us unapproachable : every! 
cree'1s irradiated: with infinite oi The, ” 
Tn our eyes cannot enter.intoits The. 
joltle-calls.the World; he Hae Le 
4 $04, 1.Cors1, 21:and no-wondery forall 
Nature; are-.ont-£ p14 Ip 
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trivances in Eternity. God pofleſſed 
Wiſdom'in the beginning of his way, e- 
ven in the framing of his Eternal Decrees; 
not only when he prepared the Heavens 
in Creation, but alſo when he prepared 
all things in his Ideal Counſel ; not only 
when he ſet a compaſs on the face of the 
Depth, but alſo when he ſet the Compals 
of his Decrees upon the face of all Futu- 
ritions. Every one of his Decrees is moſt 
wiſe and rational ; hence *tis called bis 
Connſel, and the Counſel of his Will. In 
the Eternal Rolls, Cauſes "and Eifects , 
Means andEnd,Modes and Methods of Be- 
ing are all ſet down, but not a tittle withe 
out the advice of an infinite Underftand- 
Ing 5 there is no ſuch thing as mere Will 
in God ; no cecns impetus, - but a 49%, a 
depth of Knowledge in every one of his 
Decrees. | ans 

-* 2. The Decrees of God are fituate-in 
Eternity. Mutable Creatures and their 
 Aftsare meaſured by Time, which is a 
perpetual Flux z but God and his imma- 
nent Acts have no other Meaſure but Eter- 
nity, which is a perpetual Inſtant. Scrt- 
pture and Reaſon will both affert this. 

- 'T. Scripture will do it. When that 
ſpeaks of the Decree of Election, it pr 

t 
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that God hath choſen us Te g nalaCokys, bg- 
fore the foundation of the World, Eph. 1.4. 
Heaven was made av xdlaColns, at the 
founding of the World, Matth. 25.34. but 
God's chuling of us to it was long before, 
his mercies are from everlaſting to everlaſt- 
ing, Pſal. 103. 17. reaching (as I may ſay) 
from one end of Eternity to another. So 
alſo when it ſpeaks of other pieces of Pro- 
vidence, it intimates an eternal Preordi> 
nation ' of things before the great Hours. 
glaſs of Time was ſct up. There were Teo» 
7&0! nougoi, foreappointed times, Ats. 
F7. 26, Not a Sand of Time but it runs 
out according to an Eternal Decree; not 
a-member in the body. b»t it is written ir 
the eternal Book,Pſal.139.16.not a place of 
habitation, but it was eterxally bounded, 
AFs 17. 26. not a Sparrow falls to the 
ground but by an eternal Will 3 not an 
hair but it was numbred 1n Eternity z -not. 
a Particle of Being among all the hoſts of 
Creatures but it was regiſtred in Eternity. 
All God's works are known to him «Tt? 
eaves, eterndlly, AF. 15. 18. Known e- 
ternally as Eſſences they might. be in the 
Divine Efſerice ; known eternally as Pol- 
fibles they might be in the Divine Power : 
but known eternally, as Works to be done 


by 
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by God, they could not be, but only in 
his Eternal Decree. which is Rerum 0-211» 
un amantilſims Genetrix , & ſuavi(ſima 
Nutrix. 

2. Reaſon alſo will make out the Eter 
nity of his Decrees ; for 

I. The At of God's Will is all one with 
God's Will, and his Will 1s all one with 
his Eſſence, and his Eflence is one pure 
Simple Act ; God 1s Love.,effentially Love : 
Amat Deus, nec aliunde hoc habet, ſed ipſe 
eft unde amat, & ideo vehementius, quia 
nor amorem tam habet, quam ipſe eſt, All 
the Decrees of God are but Dexs wolens 
and, as God being, and God knowing in- 
habit Eternity ; (o likewiſe doth God will- 
ing: the very Creatures willed, as they 
arein God 7 Eſſe 1dcali, are Eternal. No- 
table 1s that of Anſelm, Creature, prout 
ſwent in Deo, ſunt Eſſentia Creatrix. Suta- 
ble is that of S. Auſtin, who-on thoſe words 
(in ipſo vita eſt) diſtinguiſhes between arca 
in arte & arca in operez arca in opere non 
eſt vita, ſed arca in arte eſt vita, quia vivit 
animi Artificis : Sapientia Det, per quam 
faFta ſunt omnia, ſecundum artem, continet 
omnia , antequars fabricet omnia; terrans 
vides , eft in arte terra 5, celum vides , 
efſt in arte celuns 5 Solem & Lunam 

vides, 
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vides, ſunt & iſta in arte 5 ſed foris 


corpord ſunt, in arte vita ſunt. Videte, 
quo modo poteſtis 5, magna enim res difta eft. 
Oh the Comprehenſions of the Divine Ef 
ſence, Wiſdom, Power and Will ! Eflen- 
ces are Life and Eternity in the Divine Ef- 
ſence; Congruities are Lite and Eternit 
in the Divine Wiſdom ; Poflibles are Life 
and Eternity in the Divine Power 3 and 
Futuritions are Life and Eternity in the 
Divine Will. 

2. The Eternity of Futures doth de- 
monſtrate the Eternity of the Divine De- 
crees : 'tis impoſſible that any thing ſhould 
begin to be future, $7 al:iquid nunc non 
futurum (laith Bradwardine ) incipiet eſſe 
fſuturum, ergo poit aliquod inſtans futuruns 
erit, ergo erit, ergo eſt futurum, ergo aliquid 
non futurum eſt futurum. Now if it be 
impoſhble that any thing ſhould begin to 
be future, then all futures muſt needs be 
Eternal; and if ſo, whence are they ? Not 
from themſelves, for in their own nature 
they were but mere poſliblesz and it one 
poſſible might by a ſelE-motion become 
future , all the infinite poſlibles lying 1n 
the boſom of Omnipotence might alſo be- 
come ſuch 3 Nor from any Creature 3 for 


that which is but temporal, cangot be the 
Cauſe 
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Cauſe of that which is eternal. The Spring 
then of eternal futures cannot be found any 
where but 1n the Eternal Gad, and where 
in him? not in the Divine Eſſence, for 
that in it ſelf, and abſtraftively from the 
Divine Will worketh no Change in any 
thing at all 3 not inthe Divine Preſcience, 
for that doth ſuppoſe and not make its ob- 
jects. And how then without eternal De- 
crees can there be any foundation of Fu- 
tures? I may conclude with that of A4#- 
ſelm, Nihil eſt futyrum niſt in ſumma verita- 
ze. If then God ſhould make any De- 
cree in time, the thing decreed would be- 
gin tobe future, which is impoſhible. 

3. The Decrees of Gad are cemented 
with Immutability. Ariſtotle by the light 
of Nature ſaw the Simplicity of God's 
Nature, and from thence rationally con» 
cluded the Simplicity of God's pleaſure. 
The Eternal and Immanent Acts ot his Un- 
derſtanding and Will are ever immove- 
ably the ſame, or elſe infinite Simplicity 
could not take pleaſure in them. God 
ſaith of himſelf, 1al. 3. 6. I am the Lord, 
T change not. Should he change,he would 
loſe his Name, 7 am that I am, TI know 
(faith the wiſe Preacher) that whatſoever 
God doth, it ſhall be for ever, Eccl. 3. 14. 
His 
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His Decrees are Unchangeable, The A» 
poltle ſpeaking of the Decree of Election, 
ſaith, The foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, 
having this ſeal, the Lord knoweth thens 
that are his, 2 Tim. 2. 19. Every word 
bath its weight : Ele@tion is not a ſtructure 
upon F aith; but 'a foundation 3 humane 
foundations 1 may be rm -, but this 18 
the foundation of of God, lat him, nay in 
him in the boſom of the 7 wine Wills 
there is no ſtanding, much leſs ſure ſtand- 
ing, in the flux of Time and Matter 3 but 
this foundation, becauſe of God, and in 
God, ſtandeth ſore : 5 it ſiavudeth in God's 
Eternity, which is Nunc ſtaxs 3 it 1s ſure 
in God's Immutability, which is ever the 
ſame ; and the ſea/ upon all this, is God's 
unerrable and infallible Knowledge, in- 
cluding within it unvariable and un» 
changeable Love to his people : God is the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no vas 
riableneſs nor ſhadow of turning, James I. 
I7. The viſible corporeal Sun rides Cir» 
cuit round the World ; but whileſt he fa» 
lates one Hemiſphear.in the turn he leaves 
a dark ſhadow on the other - but God is 
an immutable and ſuperceleſtial Sun,there 
can be no ſhadow in his eternal and un- 
convertible Light, Neither are the vari» 
OUS 
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_ouschanges among the Creatures,ſhadows 

caſtby any 'turn in God or his Will, but 
events ordered and diſpoſed by him. And 
becauſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks in this: Verſe 
of perfeCt gifts, "and in the-next of Rege- 
neration by God's. Will, 'therefore- there 
is a further ſence in 1t, That if the Father 
of Lights purpoſe to make the Day-ſtar 
ariſe in any poor Soul, his gracious pur- 


” 


= never turns away from that Soul,;not 
ves it in the dark ſhadow of Death. 
The Names of the Ele are all indelibly 
' Fvritten in God's Book; and if the Serie 
pture cannot be diſſolved, Joh.1o. 35. ſurely 
the Book of life muſt be irraſible, Saint 
Auitin on thoſe words, Deleanturide libro 
viventium, & cum juſtis non ſcribantir , 
Pſal. 69.28. raiſes an Objection, ff homo 
dixit, Duod ſcripſt, ſcripſi, Dens.quemquan 
ſeribit & delet © quomodo iſti inde de- 
lentar, ubi nunquam ſcripti ſunt ? To which 
heanſwers, Hoc dium eſt ſerundim ſpent 

orum., quia ibi ſe ſcriptos putabant. Quid 

,\ deleantur de libro viventinm £ Of 3 
conſtet non illos ibi efſe.Deleantyr- ergo [6+ 
eandum ſpem :cext"35- corey autem equi« 
3 autur, In'a word 5 
> MWhatſoever God doth in his Decxees: iy 
._  Lmmutably the ſame, his Decrees are ag 
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Mountains of Braſs, Zach, 6.1, unretnove+ 
able by any Creature, becauſe fituate 1n 
the Eternal Will. The ſtrength or eterni- 
ty of Iſrael will not lye or repent, 2 $4m. 15+ 
29. If God's Time cannot; tye;but will 
infallibly ſhew forth the Verity ofhis Pro- 
miſes and Prophecies, ſurely God's Eter- 
nity cannot lye, wherein he decrees and 
knows all. The World is full of Viciſli- 
tudes, Matter is in a perpetual Flux, the 
Glaſs of Time is running out; and Tex 
a Few, the Wheel of Nature is runs 
ning round : but all the while, God's Will 
is immoveable ; it doth not rowl, about 
with the Heavens, riſe or ſet with the Sun, 
orebb-and flow with the Sea 5 but fits 
King for ever and ever upon.,the Throne 
of its own Immobility; - Apud te; Domine,, 
St. Ault. Conf, Terim omnikm inflabiliuns. 
Lib.1: cap.6- ſtant canſe, & rerum omni- 
um mutabilium immutabiles mancnt origis. 
nes,  O 0mniun irrationalium & tempor -. 
lium ſempiterns viuunt rationes. NOW 
beſides what hath , been ſaid out of Sert- 
pture, to prove' the Immutability of his 
Decrees, thefe Reaſons may be offexed.. . 
v F. .The Decrees of God are lompagens. 
- Band Eceraal Ads in God, therefore can- 
idt but, be Unchangeable, God in,fta- 
_ 4 ing 
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ming his Decrees nor egreditur extra ſe- 
ipſum, goes not out from his own Eter- 
nity. 

2. As the Eternity of Futures ' proves - 
an Eternity in God's Decrees, fo the Im- 
mitability of Futures proves an Immuta- 
bility im his Decrees. If the Decrees 
(which are the Beſts of Futurition ) may 
De Changed, then that, which was future 
by the Decree, may yet ceaſe to be fu- 
ture, ſme poſutione ejus in eſſe aFuali,which 
is impoſtible. If a new Decree be made 
in ſucceſſion ' after a former', then the 
thing decreed begins to be future, which 
is'alſo impoſhible. | 
+ 3. If the divine Decrees ſhould change, 
Ol! what amazmg Changes ? what an 
horrible Tempeſt muſt needs enſue ? Muſt 
not God's own dwelling-houſe, even his 
glorious Eternity , fink and fall to the 
ground 2 No# enmeſt vera Fternitas, ubi 
oritur nova voluntas, nec eft immortalis Vo- 
Inntas, que alia &- alia eft, Muſt not God's 
eternal Preſcience fall a doubting and fal- 
tring about every Future?Secing God can- 
not now know his own works, 'no, not a 
moment before their atual Exiſtence z be- 
cauſe even then their being may be preven* 
ted by a Change in his Wil May noteter- 

ET" NA} 
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nal Grace and Truth: loſe their glorious 
light, and Jeſus Chriſt, the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, drop out of the Goſpcl-orb, and 
alt the Starry Promiſes inthe Word, and 
lightfom Comforts in the Sannts go ont in 
a moment, leaving all in darkneſs and con- 
fuſton ? May not the Evangelical Banquet 
let down to poor Worms be called back 
again into Heaven, and. the - precious 
Blood of Chriſt return again into its Veins, 
and his Hutmane Nature be caſt away.in- 
to nothing, *and every Saint, inſtead of 
Grace and Peace in his heart, may have z 
Lye'in his right hand, and lie down in 
ſorrow? Nay, in ſuch a caſe, muſt there. 
not fall a Change upon. the very Betng of 
God himſelf? And ſeeing. every Change 
is a kind of Death, muſt nat the Deity 
> | fuffer,and as it were die in this Mutation ? 
* | All which aſtoniſhing Cataſtrophes being 
' | tobeforever abhorred, F conclude that 
$ 


God's Decrees muſt uceds be [mmutable, 

as long as there is any Stability in his Ex 
[- U ternity , Infallibility in his Preſcience , 
Sureneſs in his Grace and Truth, or Lin 
mortality in his Life or Eflence.” 

The Decrees of God are crowned 
with Infallibility asto the Event; the E- 
war is foicertain,. that the Spirit of God 
C 5 ig 
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| 1n Scripture ſpeaks of future things as if 
they werealready done. Beho!d!/(ſaithEnoch 
inthe morning of the World) the Lord 
cometh with ten thouſand of his $aints, as 
if he had been then in the Clouds coming 
to Judgment. Jeſus Chriſt cries out of 
God forſaking and men piercing him, Pſal. 
22. I. and 16. as if he had then been upon 
the Croſs with all the wrath of God and 
tary of men upon him. #hom he did pre- 
deſtinate (\aith St. Paul, Rope. 8. 30. )them 
he called 5 whom he talled,thent he juſtified 5 
whom he Jufified, them he glorified 5 he 
ſpeaks as if all the Ele& were already in 
Heaven : Hence God 1s faid to be ( 7/az. 
45.11. as the Sept. there hath it) 0 Tomes 
TX Tee 110, a Maker of things to come 3 
the Event 1s as certain as if it were already 
done. Now for the underſtanding of this 
point, we muſt diſtinguiſh of Events; et, - 
ther they are good things, orelle evil,viz. 
ſias. Touching the firſt, the Decree of 
God 1s Effective z touching the Jaſt, the 
Decree of God is Permiffive. The firſt 
come to paſs, Deo —_— ; the laſt, Deo 
permittente 3 but both do fall out infal- 
libly. 
1. Thoſe Events which fall under his 
Effective Decree do fall out — 
| 19 
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This 1s clear upon a double Account. 
I. The Will of God is Caſa Canſarum, 
an Univerſal Supreme Cauſe, having all 
things under it 3 7t reigns over all the ar- 
mies in heaven and the inhabitants of the 
earth, Dan. 4.35. The poor Sparrow 1s 
no more forgotten by it, than the great 
Image of Worldly Monarchy. Natural 
Agents muſt be under it, as the primmm 
Movens ; Free Agents muſt be under it, 
as the primum Liberum : the Lot 1s the 
greateſt Caſualty, and yet wholly diſpo« 
ſed of by it : Sin is the moſt monſtrous 
Ataxy, and yet it is reduced into order 
thereby. Now albeit Particular and [o- 
feriour Cauſes may fail of the intended 
Hluezyet the Univerſal and Supreme Cauſe 
cannot be fruſtrated, becauſe 1t governs 
all. 

| 2. TheEffeftive Decreeof God is back- 
ed with his Omnipotence. Who ever re- 
filted his Will > He that doth it muſt firſt 
grapple with Omnipotence. The Lord of 
ofts hath purpoſed, and tho ſhall diſanul 
it? his hand is ſtretched out, and who ſhall 
turn it back ? Tſai. 14. 27, Canany Crea- 
ture hinder the purpoſe of the Lord of 
hoſts > All Creatures are ready preſt for 
his Service. But if one Creature could 
C 3 {teal 
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. ſteal away all its Fellow-creatures from 
him, yet who ſhall turn back his Almigh- 
ty Hand ? None can ſtay his hand, nor ſay 
to him, What doſt thou £ Dan. 4. 45. His 
power is inſuperable, therefore none can 
ſtay his hand ; his Sovereignty 1s unac- 
countable, therefore none canſay, What 
doſt thou ? He worketh all things after the 
Counſel of his own Will, Eph. 1.11. and if 
he work , who can let it 2 Tjai. 43. 13. Sure- 
ly avne. When God's Hand and God's 
Counſel go together, the Effect cannot 
fatl;::_ 

2. Thoſe Events which fall under his 
Permiſhve Decrce, do alſo fall out infals 
libly. As on the one hand, without God's 
permiſſion, no fin can come into being z 
If God ſuffer it not, no man car wrong 
Ijrael, Pſal. 105. 14. and ( which 1s les 
than an 1n furious act ) Balaam cannot curſe 
her, Numb. 22.33. and (whichis yet lels 
than a curli ing word) the 1dolatrous Nati- 
ons earnot ſo much as deſire her land, Exod. 
34.24. So on the other hand, upon God's 
permittion fin doth follow. All Nations 
will walkin their own ways, As T4. 16, 
Nay, and the Iſrael of God (if but ſuffer- 
ed) world do ſo too, Deut. 18. 14. If God 
permit it, the wicked will do wickedly, the 


Jews | 
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ews will fill up the meaſure of their ſins, Mat; © 
__ Ns mer robs her 6: 4 
Shiner,in the Reprobate world there it wil 
be eſtabliſhed and ſet upon þer own baſe,Zach, 
5.11.And what would not a Saint do,if but 
left in manu confilii ſui ? Jeremy falls from 
praifing his God, to curling his Birth» 
day,as It were in one breath, Jer.20.14,15. 
Peter falls from his profeſſion of Martyr» 
dom, to the denial of his Maſter, Metth, 
26, If God permit fn, fin follows upon 
it ; I ay, upon it, rot from it, as an Effect 
from a Cauſe, but upon it, as a Conſe- 
vent upon an Antecedent. To ſhut up 
this point 3 The Decrees of God, whether 
as effective of Goad , or as permiſhve 
of Evil, are ſtill infallible as to the Event, 
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CHAP: IV. 


Of Gods Decree of EleSion, as touch- 
ing Men. 


Hs ſpoken of God's Decrees in 
L .þ general, I paſs @n to his Decree of 
EleQtion in particular ; this is reſpeRive 
either of Angels or Mea : pretcrmitting 
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it 1a the firſt reſpeR, ſhall treat of it in 
. the ſecond, God's Decree of Election, as 
touching Men, is ſet forth in Scripture un- 
der various words,which do not a little il- 
Juſtrate the nature 'of i it: *tis called TCGWoK, 
becauſe God's purpoſe 3 TEg Roi & EC, 
beeauſe his gracious purpoſe ; 5 ANY, be- 
cauſe he ſeparates or (ſingles out ſome to 
mercy, ina way of Choice 5 Tegyoci, be- 
cauſe he knows themas his own, ina way 
of ſingular love z Tg%2 4 pus, becauſe he 
infallibly predeſtinates | them to Graceand 
Glory 5 and 43bkic 78 Sr\ualcs, becauſe 
all is out of the pure Self-motion of his 
own good Will. Elettion is that gracious 
Decree of God, whereby, out ofthe mere 


te pleaſure of his own Will.he chuſes 
ome certain individual men out of the 
corrupt maſs of Mankind,” unto the infal- 
lible attainment of Grace and Glory, in 
and throu W Jeſus Chriſt. Now in the 


opening of this Deſcription, there are le 
veral things conſiderable, viz. 
1. Whois the Great Agent ? 
2. What are the things deſigned ? 
5. To whom theſe things are deſigned? 
2. What is the Impulfive Cauſe thereof? 
5. Inand chrough whom it is done ? © 
I. Who is the great Agent : ? It is "_ 
t cr 


- » 
; *% 2p" 


go : Ling q - WAA age 
— + prong 1434S * gu, o 4 | | G : ” 4 | & 
| a 0 , w » Y & 
Wf Coils De EleT1on, -28 


ther than God himſelf : He chuſes #3, Eph. 

T. 4. be predeſtinates us, ver. 5. Hencethe 
Ele@ are called God's Ele@&, Tit. 1.1. and 
Election is ſtiled God's EleFion, 1 Theſſ.1. 
4. the Elect are faid to be God's own, John 
17. 6. and' Election is named God's own 
purpoſe and grace, 2 Tim. 1.9. He that 
frames this high Deſign muſt be a God in-* 
deed, a Creator of Souls, and Infuſer of 
Graces, one able to provide an infinite 
Ranſom for the ſatisfaQtion of Juſtice,and 
a glorious Heaven for the patefaGtion of 
Mercy 3 nolels than an' Almighty Potter, 
able even out of the Maſs of perdition to 
make Veſſels of Mercy, and fill them with 
Glory. All Divines will at leaſt in words 
confels God to be the great Agent 3 
but how the Remonſtrants according to 
their Principles can own him as ſuch, is 
well worthy their conſideration : for they 
a{lert that the Obje& of Gods Election 1s 
a Believer 3 and whether there ſhall be a 
Believer or not, after all the operations of 
Grace, ultimately depends upon the Will 

'of Man; andif ſo, how can God chuſe 
atall? ſeeing rhe Act of his EleGion de- 
pends upon the Objeq, and the OjeCtup- 

. on the Will of man. The Remonſtrants 
will contend, That Man, with his petty 
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created Liberty, cannot chuſe as a man, 
if he be under the Pre-determining Will 
of God ; and can God, with his Sove- 
raign Supreme Liberty, chuſe as a God, 
_ if he be under the Pre-determining Will 
of Man? And what is he leſs -than under 
it, when, whether he (hall have an EleQi- 
on or not, depends upon the Object ; and 
whether there will be an Object or not, 
depends upon the Will of Man?Man's W1ll 
mult go before, and make the Obje&, 
or elfe for want 'of one, God's Will muſt 
ſtand ſtill and not chuſe at all. And 1s 
this for God to chuſe like himſelf 2 Are 
hot all Souls his own, and may he not 
chuſe which he pleaſes ? Is not all Grace 
and Glory his own, and may he not do 
with his own what he pleaſes > But how 
can he doo, if as to the At of Elettion 
he be underthe Pre- determining Will of 
Man? But you'l ay, God is not under 
it for all this: for he firft, and antece- 
dently to any foreſeen Faith in Man, did 
decree in general to ſave Believers, and 
Believers only, as appears in the Goſpel ; 
and thereby did, out of his mere good 
pleaſure, ſet down this Law or Rule to 
himſelf, That . Believers, and Believers 
only, ſhould be the Object 'of particular 
Elections 


® 
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' Election; and fo he is not pre-determined 


by man's Will, but his own, and chuſes 
particular perſons 1n his own way : Unto 
which I anſwer two things. | 

I. That God hath ſet ſuch a Law or 
Rule unto himſelf, That Believers, and 
thoſe only, ſhould be the objett of his E- 
lection, 1s utterly untrue : for then all 
Infants, dying fach (becauſe no Believers) 
mult be out of the Sphear of Election, and 
by conſequence, out of the Sphear of Sal- 
vation allo z unleſs (which is very ſtrange) 
we could imagine thoſe to be aQuaily 
ſaved, whom yet God never ele&ed or 
decreed to ſave. Neither is there an 
ſuch Law or Rule manifeſted in the Goſ- 
pel: there God's Will is thus ſet forth, 
Whoſoever believes ſhall beſaved; which 
imports that Believers are the objets of 
Salvation, but not in the leaſt that they 
are the objects of EleQFion, It is writ- 
tenin the Goſpel, Believe and thou ſhalt 
be ſaved ; but in what Goſpel is it 
written, Believe and thou ſhalt be Ele- 
cted ? 

2. That Law or Rule (ifſuppoſed)doth 
not anſwer the Argument 3 for ſtill ( as 
to particular Election) God is under the 
pre-determining Will of Man ; It __ 

| ay 
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ſay, Nay, God ſhall have never a choſen 
Veſlcl in all the World to fill with Grace 
and Glory 3 and _w then is he the great 
Agent in Election? Solomon ſet a Law or 
Rule to $himez, That if he paſſed over 
Kidron, he (hould die forit ; he paſles o- 
ver, and dies : What now was the chief 
cauſe of his death ? Solomox's Law or Exe- 
cution, or elſe Shime7's paſſage? Clearly, 
it was Shimei's own AQ ; Solomon was 
but as a Legiſlator. Pariratione ; If God 
ſeta Law or Rule, that Believers ſhould 
be eleted.if a man believe and be elefted, 
that which chiefly determines the buſineſs 
15 not God's firſt Law or after Choice,but 
Man's Faith ; God is no Agent therein, but 
as a mere Leglillator. So naturally dothe 
Remonſtrant Principles run out into that 

of Theophyla&,” Tis God's part 
Theoph, on Math. to call, but Man's to be e- 

; let or not ; which Prin- 
ctples muſt be renounced, or elſe God 
cannot be owned as the Great Agent 
in EleFion. And here a three-fold En- 
quiry offers it (elf. | 

I, What the things themſclves are ? 

E.. In what Order theſe are defign- 
ed ? 

3. In what manner theſe are deſigned ? 

: 1. What 
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1. What the things themſelves are ? 
Theſe are Grace and Glory, or Faith and 
Salvation. 

1 Grace is deſigned : hence we are faid 
to be called according to purpoſe, Roms. 8. 
28. and choſen that we ſhould be holy, Eph. 1. 

Do we ſee a Saint in his ſpirizual Glo-; 
ry, clothed with Humility, arrayed with 
Righteouſnels,: girt with Truth ; his Eyes 
flowing with repentant Tears, his Heart 
burning with holy Love, and his 
Hands ks with good Works? All theſe 
were prepared in Eternal Election, as well 
as wrought by the Holy Spirit in Times 
there was Decretnm Dei inthe foreordain- 
ing, as well as Digitns Dei in the forming 
of them. Thas ſhall it be done to the man 
whom the King of Heaven will honour, In 
EleQion there 1s a deligning of Grace, 
nay all Grace ; Faith itſelf not excepted. 
The Remonſtrants ſhut out Faith from this 
delign , in, as, much as they pre-require 
Faith thereunto. But how unſcriptural, 
is this? Paul was ghoſen to know God's 
will, AFs 22, 14. not to a bare notional 
Knowledge, but to a ſaving practical one, 
ſuch as juſtifies, 1/2z. 53.11. ſuch as is E» 
ternal Jife, Joh. 17. 3. which muſt needs 
iaclude Faith. The Apoltte calls F aith, 
| 8 
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the faith of Gods eleF, Tit. 1.1, If Faith 
had been precedent to Election, he would 
have told us, that Election is of Believers; 
but becauſe it is confequent, he faith, that 
Faith 1s of the Eledt. And how irratio- 
nal is 1t alſo ? EleGtion 1s a delign of ſecre« 
tion 5 it is 0Xyn, achuling or ſingling out 
of ſome to Grace and Glory; the Ele&t 
are ſaid to be choſen out of the world, Joh; 
I5. 19. and choſe» unto God, AGs 9g. I5. 
ov] 4ozv, ((ath Chriſt) thine they were, Joh. 
T7. 6. thine in a-felect peculiar manner : 
and Faith is the choice and -prime Grace 
of ſecretion, it is not milor, of al/,2 Theſf. 
3.2. If all mendid believe without any 
Qs, or difference, the Righteouſneſs of 
God would be upon them all, Rome. 3. 22: 
the Rivers of living Water would flow in' 
themall, Joh. 7. 38. but Faith is not of 
all , whereby it appears, that of all in- 
herent Graces, Faith firſtly and/properly 
makes the'ſecretion. Now that ſuch a 
primeGrace of ſecretion: as Faith ſhould' 
not be decreed, inſuqþ a great defign of 
ſecretion as Ele&ion, ſeems to-me incon- 
ous eyen to abſurdity. If Faith go 
fore EleQion, then how doth God chuſs 
them'out of 'the World , -who' by Faith 
ate out of it already 2 How doth he = 
; tacem 
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them unto himſelf, who by Faith are his 
own before? If Man's Will in believing 
make the firſt and proper ſecretion, then 
God's Will hath no room to make one 
by eleQing 3 wherefore, if we will allow 


God his choice indeed, we muſt confels . 


Faith it ſelf to be defigned in Election.” 
2. Glory is deſigned m Election 3 weare 
choſen to Salvation, 2 The. 2. 13. and be- 
fore prepared to glory, Rom. 9. 23. the 
Names of the EleCt are written in heaven, 
and repiſtredin- the Book of life. All the 
gory Gove rayes out of the boſom of E- 
Qion, and every Crown of bliſs is ſet on 
by God's ppod pleaſure. P 
"2, In what order are theſe __ de- 
figned ? No doubt, by one pure fimple 
AQin God.' But what is our moſt cons 
gruous conception thereof? Some Divines 
afſert, that God firſt decreed' Salvation 
and then Faith. Salvation: is the end, 
and therefore firſt ; Faith the means, and 
therefore -laſt in God's intention.” But: 
this Reaſon is not cogent; for neither can 
any thingin the Creature, no, not its uts 
molt per Gion'(fuch as Salvation is ) be 
+ Gbd's end, all whoſe Decrees do circulate 
mto himſelf > Neither ( if it were bars 
ſhoald God: therefore will it in-the 
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place, and in order before Faith; for he 
wills the End and/Means with one ſimple 
Ad; - Excellent is that of Aquinas 5 Sirut 
Deus uno au omnia in efſen- 
tia ſua intelligit, ita uno a@#. 
OM omnia in ſna bonitate wnlt : 
Unde ſicut in. Deo inte/ligere tanſam , non 
"a cauſa intelligendi effe& 4, ſed ipſe intel- 
igtt effeFus in cauſa z, ita velle finem, nou 
Fj ei cauſa volendi ea que ſunt ad finem , 
ſed. tamen wnlt ea que ſunt. ad finen 
ordinari ad finem; Vault erg hoc-eſſe propter 
boc 3 ſed non propter hoc vult hoc, Other 
Divines conceive thus; That God fir(t 
decrees Faith and then Salvation, and that 
upon this account : Such and in ſuch of- 
der as God in time doth fave, ſuch,,.and 
in the very ſame order, doth God in Eter- 
nity decree to ſave : But God in time doth 
fave only Believers, therefore God 1n E- 
ternity did decree to fave only Believers; 
that is, ſuch as were ſo conſidered by him 5 
and ſo conſidered by him they: could not; 
be,* without a precedent Decree of giviu 
Faith unto them. Wherefore Faith 1s il 
decreed, and then Salvation z and thus th 
Decree and its Execution-harmonize, an 
both ſute with the Goſpel Method, which 
ſets Faith in order before Salvation. - - But 
__ neither 
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neither hath this colourable Reaſon any 
Nerves in  : For that Propoſition, Such, 
and in ſuch order, as God ſaves, ſuch,and 
in the very ſame order, he decrees to fave, 
may be taken two ways : Either thus 3 
God decrees to ſave inthe very ſame or- 
der as he ſaves, that is,, as in time Faith 
goes before Salvation, ſo in Eternity he 

ecreed that Faith ſhould go before Sal- 
vation ; and this 1s true. Thus the De- 
cree harmpnizes with the execution, and 
both with the Goſpel 3 but thus Faith is 

ot made firſt in the Decree, bur firſt in 
ſ the execution. according to the Decree. 
Or elſe thus : thercis the very ſame order 
obſerved in God's decrecing as in his 
ſaving 5 that 1s, as Faith is firſt in time, ſo 
It Was fir{t in God's Decree ; and thus it 
is untrue : for it ſtands upon this falſe 
bottom in general 3 There is thevery 
ſame order in God's internal Intention, as 
there is in the external Produdtion, that 
which 1s firſt in the one 1s firlt alſo in the 
other, "This bottom is ſuch , as neither 
the harmony between the Decree and the 
Execution, nor yet the Goſpel-way ' and 
Method doth require. The harmony be, 
tween the Decree andthe Execution doth 
not require it; for Fs only requires: ts 
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that, which is decreed to be and exiſt 
firſt, ſhonld accordingly be and. exiſt firſt 3 
but it requires not that that, which is « 
firſt in Production, ſhould befirſt in Inten- 
tion, In produGion the Sun was firſt be- 
fore the Beams ; but was it firſt alſo in in- 
tention? then God decreed a Sun, and 
in that inſtant meant no Beams. In pro« 
duction , the Chaos was firſt before the 
complete World, but was it ſoinintenti- 
on? then God decreed a Chaos, and in 
that inſtant meant not a complete World. 
Neither can it avail to ſay, that theſe in- 
ſtances are in Naturals ; for the harmony 
between the Decree and the Execution 
1s as accurate in Naturals as in Spirituals. 
Neither doth the Goſpel-way or Method 
require it; for that only requires, that 
Faith be and exiſt firſt, but not that it be 
hrſt intended or decreed. In order of na- 
ture, Faith is firſt before Adoption 3” but 
was it firſt alſo im intentfon ? then God 
decreed Faith to ſome perfons., and in 
that inſtant meant not their Adoption , 
which yet by the Goſpel is a neceſtary 


reſultance from their Faith. In order of | 


exiſtence, Faith is firſt before Salvation ; 
but- was it firſt alſo in intention 2 then 
God decreed Faith to'ſome perſons, and 

in 


in that inſtant meant not their Salvation, 
which yet by the Goſpel is a neceſlary 
- conſequence of their Faith. And this 18 
the rather to be marked, becauſe the 
Remonſtrants afſett , That God firſt, and 
antecedently to his Decree of giving 
Faith , did decree in general t9 adopt 
and fave all Believers ; and if ſo, then 
how doth God decree Faith toa perſon, 
and not in and by the ſame Decree, de- 
cree Adoption and Saivation to him ? 
Theſe are a Concluſion naturally flowing 
from Faith, by vertue of the general De- 
creez and therefore that Decree, which 
deſigns Faith to a perſon, cannot but de- 
ſign theſe alſo to him. In order of na- 
ture Faith is before Perſeverance, yet both 
are by one and-the ſame Decree : for 
God in decrecing Faith, decrces the du- 
ration thereof, which is but Zora in efſe 
a kind of (tay in- Being ; cle his Decree 
would be very imperfet, In point of 
exiſtence, Perſeverance is not ſimultane- 
ous or all at once, but ſucceſſive, one 
land as it were dropping after another , 
and one inſtant drawing on another : yet 
all Perſeverance is in one and the ſame 
Decree, To imagine a ſucceſſion of De- 
crees 1n Eternity, ſuiting with the ſuccofſt 
2 On 
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on of inſtants in Time, were ſtrangely to 
Metamorphoſe Eternity into Time. Thus 
it evidently appears, that there 15 not the 
ſame order in the internal Intention, as 
in the external Production ; that which 
is firſt in exiſtence here , 1s not firſt 1n 
contrivance there, Wherefore the Ar- 
gument for Faiths firſtne(s tn the Decree, 
becauſe of its firſtneſs tn the Execution, 
falls to the ground. In briet ; waving 
both theſe opinions , as built on ſandy 
foundations, I conceive it 1s moſt congru- 
ous to ſay, That God decreed Faith and 
Salvation in the very ſame Decree, yet fo, 
as that withal he intended, that m the 
execution, Faith ſhould go before Salva- 
tion. Asin Naturals, God decrees the 
Sowing and Harveſt 1n the very ſame De- 
cree, yet ſo, as that in attual exiſtence 
the Sowing ſhall precede the Harveſt : 
30 in Spirituals God deerees Grace and 
Glory, the ſowing to the Spirit and reap- 
ng of. Lifc eternal, in the ſame Decree 5 
yet lo, as that in actual exiſtence, firſt 
there is Grace and then Glory ; firlt ſow- 
ing tothe Spirit, and then reaping Life 
Eternal. Wherefore in God's Decree 
Faith is not before Salvation, nor Salva- 
tion before Faith, but both are ſfimulta- 
NEOUS 5 
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neous: nevertheleſs, in time, Faith comes 
forth firſt,\ according to the Goſpel-me-» 
thod, and afterwards Salvation crowns it. 

3. In what manner are theſe things de- 
ſigacd 2 I anſwer, in an Infallible way , 
ſuch as never fails : Hence EleGion 1s call» 
ed Te92245K0%c, an infallible Predeſtinatr 
on, or Predeſtination of Grace and Glory 
to the Ele&. Thus the. Apoſtle : Wbers 
he.did predeſtinate, them be called; whom 
be called, them be juſtified; whone he juſti» 
: fied, them he glorifie , Rome. 8, 30. The firſt 
link of Predeſtination and the laſt of Glo» 
rificationare ſurely joinedby ithe muddle 
links of Vocation and Juſtification, The 
Remonſtrants to decline the force of [this 
golden place, tell ns, that..the Apoltle 
here ſpeaks only of Believers , ſuch as 
love God, Ver.29. and of a predeſtination 
and vocation tothe Croſs, and ofa juſtifi- 
cation and. glorificatian. after! ig, patiently 
endured.Bur what is this interpretation but 
mere a perverting of Seripture.? The A+ 
poltle {peaks of Beljevers,i ſuch as love 
God ; but did they believe and love ante- 
cedently to Gad's Eleftion,or confequent- 
ly;. and -as the fruit thereof? If antece- 
dently, What 'is the Calling according ro 
. purpoſe 2 What purpaſe is this but. [the 
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purpoſe according to Eletion, Rom. 9.114 
the purpoſe according to' which God ſeves 
and talls us,2 Tim. 1.9? What Calling is 
this, * but thar efficacious one which makes 
a man hear and learn of.the Father, {6 
as to come to. Chriſt by Faith and Love, 
Joh. 6.45? Wherefore Fauth and Lave 
ltream- out of the fuuntain of Vecation, 
and Vocation comes down out of the ba» 
fom'of' God's Purpoſe. Toſay, that the 
called according to purpole,. are 'thaſe 
which are ready to obey all the Will of 
God,'1s- againſt 'the uſage of Scripture, 
ro mrn God s-Call into man's Qbedience, 
and God's Purpoſe (whichsthe meaſure 
of :his own ading) into his 'Commard 
(which is the-mcature of man's.) Apain, 
if antecedently, what becomes of 'the 
Se tegtyra, Ver. 2g ? How could) God 
foreknow., 'that-is , fore-love them who 
loved him before ? If they loved firſt; 
the treo muſtvat, it is not \Pre-dilettion, 
but'Poſt-diletion; It remains then that 
they did'believe'and love conſequently 
to God's Elettion, and: by.'a divine ans 
flaetice ftomthence. Butto goon 3: What 
17the Predeſtination here, 'but-to a Cons 
formity to the Image of Chriſt > And are 
Sufferings all the Image of Chriſt ? Are 
JE Grace 
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and Glory no part thereof? What Diyine - - 
will not blath'to fay fo? And how hen 

is not Pregeſtination to thele 2? Kut. if 
Sufferings were all Chriſt's Image, yet are 
all Sufferiugs his Image ? , What if they 
be mere Sufferings, ſuch as have no*tin- 
Qure of Faith and Holineſs upon them ? 
Are theſe his Image alſo ? If not, the Pre- 
deſtinatioa to his Image mult inc My 
a Predeſtination to Faith and Holineſs, 
And what is the Calling. followio | Upon 
Predeſtinatzon?ls ita Caſting to Sufterings? 
Such a/Calling uſes to be paxticularly ex- 
prefied;;” Hereunto were you called, yh St. 
Peter, Pet, 2,21. and We are SET 


bereunto,GaithS.Paul,i Theſſ.; 3 3.But where 
inallthe W300/S doth the word [Call- 
iog]beiog put abſolutely.and without fi 
ron et iknifie a Galt tO Suite ORs , 
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not Kurtis 9\GopeogrWherefare the. - 
ing is to, Faith aud Holineſs. And what. 1s 
the Juſtification which hangs upan Ot 
ing? If the Calling be to Sufferings, are 
they nat juſtified before that Calling ? 
No doubt they are in the inſtant of be- 
leving 3 and Low then is Calling ſet firſt 
and Juſjification laſt? You'l ay,, this 
place ſpeaks not of the Juſtification, of 
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theic perſons, but of the Approbation of 
their cauſe, And where in all this Epiſtle 
is the word [ juſtifie] ſo taken 2 And why 
ſo here ? Laſtly, the Called are Juſti- 
Hed, and the Juſtified Glorified, faith the 
ArPRe. And are all thoſe which are call- 
ed to Sufferings Juſtified and Glorified? 
The experience of thouſands denies it. 
You't tay, they. are all juſtified and 
ploritied, if they bear the Crofs with Faith - 
and Patience. Byt who dares add an [if] 
to Gods Word, and in this Text: to th 
twa'links and not to the former? "The A- 
poſtle faith expreſly, whom he did: Pre- 
deſtinare, the b&alÞ Called, and whom 
be Called, them,he alſo Juſtified', and 
whom ne July ed, them he alſo Glorih- 
ed. In the Original, the. words TsT8s, #, 
faſten every link to its precedent, and that 
with appropriation. to the very ſame per- 
ſons; », faſtens Calling to Predeſfination, 
and Juſtification to Calling, od Glorif: 
cation to Juſtification, and. the TS7z5 ap» 
propriates all throughout the whole chaig 
to the ſame perſons. If therefore any 
prom redeſtjnated or called within this 

ext, be not aſſo juſtified and glorified, 
the chain is broken, and the tru of the 
Tet cannot (for ought I ſee) be ſalved. 
4 b4- ; > ">a Wherg- 
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Wherefore I conclude that this Text doth 
riot"treat of Predeſtination and Callinj 
to Sufferings, notwithſtanding whic 
many fall ihort of Juſtification and Glo- 
rification 5 but of Predeſtination and Cal- 
ling to Grace and Glory, ſuch as dothin- 
falibly btivg them to Juſtification and 
Glorification. God's EleQing mercy to- 
wards his choſen ones is ſure and nnfail- 
able; before they had any being, free 
Grace embraced them in an Eternal De- 
ctee, and laid them in its boſom, and 
When they left the Common Nullity, and 
in the firſt moment of their Being, TJay-an 
the blood 'of their natural enmity and 
iniquity , free Grace would not paſs them 
by, but there muſt be Kauggs rxeleuditor, 
(as the Sept. hath it, Fzek, 16.8.) atime 
ar love to'let out and; diffolve it felf in 
gracious operations ; to caſt its skirt'over 
them, waſh them inghe blood of the Co- 
venant, anoint them” with the holy Spiy 
rit, and put a Chain' af Graces about 
their necks. And after all this, when 
their Faith waverslike a Wave of the Sea; 
his Faithfulneſs is as a Mountain of Braſs ; 
when their Love cools and ſlacks , his 
Loye is ever the ſame, and inflames theirs 
affeſhz when their HolineGG is full of Crea- 


_— ture» 
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ture-weakne(s and imperfection, thereare 


with -bim mt ax T mg, holy Metrcies 
an boom paar pay: which never fail; when 
fin and go on frowardly jn the way 

af hearts, yet he will ſee their wa 
heal them, as the Expreſſion 19, i 

57: 128. How, many millipas of times, af: 

- ter their Converſion, might he have [e 
of hou way and damned them ? but beca ue 
his unchangeable Love.he will ſee their 
and hea au0ry His Covenant 1s ag 
th Waters of Tai, 54-,9- When 
they hn again a 2gain, 4! Ws ardon- 
ing Mercy and healing Grace will never 
ſufter them tp lic under, water, nar the 
e of lia to overwhelm men TC» 
ver» Ina ward ; his Ele ever 
leayes off tilf i it harh Io lodg or Ms afe 19 
IVEN,, Thus. th E £9 Rio Q God 
eftion, 1 allibly 

ory «. 

ſe things c deſi gned' p 


rl : HS and the El 
oþ ee race a or 
o whom ar: 
(To in two th this 5 
X, Theſe are de ipned to ſome certain 
| iadzvidual perlons.. 
3, Theſe certain individual perſons are 
_piIard, as as Tying in the Maſs of per- 
tion 


\ 1, Theſe ace defigned to ſome certain 
individual 
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individual -perſons., The. Lard  knoweth 
them that are bis, 2 Tim.,' 2. 19. Their 
names are alldown in the Book of life,Phyl. 
4+ 8+ be callgd) them 407 dvouc, by name, 
Joh, to, 3. 57%,.\( laith God. to Anazias) 
this jndividyal . perſons, this very Pax, 
who but now was breathing out bloqd a- 
gajnſt tho Church, this 15 2 veſſel of Eletti- 
on, As gols. The Elect are a determi- 
nate number z What clle were the 7009- 
which bowed. wat to Baal, 1 Kings 1g, 18 f 
What the, 144900. whrcb. were ſealed ip 
their forehgads, Rev. 7.4? If there were 
no ſet number, why are they, called «reau- 
wart according. ito the eledtian. of: Grace , 
Kom, 11-5» What remoant:can there | 
unkel5/ :mady. up.,of | mdividyal perſons; 
What ElaFiqn, but of ſugh 2, A, chubng 
amy og » KL ae of Sg 
PQ cnuing; Or, Hngung UL, At All, . 
this is oa#remarkable diffarcgce betweg 
the Will of Ga's Complacenec, anda 
Will of his Renevolence : the Will of... 
Camplacence! is. properly. reſpective of 
LGzraces, ang.that'where-ever thoſe Graces 
are, without any diſtinition of perſons, 
in every nation he that feareth God and 
porketh righteouſneſs is aceepted with hin, 
ſaith $t.. Pojer, AG, lo. 35. If Fan es 
ic wel, 
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"well, ſhall be not be accepted 2 1F a Judas be- 
Heve, 'ſhal he not be juftified 2 With- 
our 'any MIt5o\hy, the righteouſneſs of 
God is upon all them that believe, Roms. 3. 
'22. His pleaſyre is in them that fear him, 
Pſal. 147.11.'4 good man (where-ever he 
be) 197 P'S! draws ont favour or compla- 
cence from the Lord, Prov. 12.2. And the 
reaſon 1s, becauſe this Will 'of Compla- 
cence, ifſutng' out of his perfe& Sandity, 
cannot but embrace his Tmage where-e- 
"ver he findsit; but the Will of Benevo- 
Tence(ſuch as Election is in the ſupreme 
degree) 1s Uiſtindive of perſons : for this 
4s decretive of certain bleſſings, and (un- 
Tels the perſqns, to whonr thoſe bleſſings 
ſhall |begiven; be deſighed' all5 ) the De- 
-cree ts very itnperfec : ard this is decre- 
nve of certain! blefiings out-of ſupreme 
and ſovereign liberty; 'an®Þ th this as a 
flpwer of its Crown, it appertains to-de- 
Gye all perſons as well as bleflings. Where- 
fore, in Eleftior, not only Giace and Gl6- 
PE but the very individual perfons, who 
Il have ah receive the fame; are-pun- 


cually' deligned;, In  Heaverr” there are 
many Manſions, 'and the+Ele& Veſiels 
muſt fill them:trp'; of ee there 'mightbe 
a'Yacuum in that bleſſed place :; wm 
Nr ore 
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fore thoſe Elect Vellels are all bumbred. in, 
God's Decree. 
F 2. Theſe certain individual oerſons are 
conſidered as lying in the Maſs of perdi- 
| tion : this (as T conceive) is moſt congru». 
| ous to Scripture. - There Election -is 
ſtiled' Yolantas miſcrendi, a will of ſhew- 
ing mercy, Rom. g. 18. and the Elect are: 
called veſſels of mercy, Rom. 9. 23. there 
weare ſaid to. be choſer in Chriſt, and cho« 
ſer that we ſhould be holy, Eph. x. 4. there 
we are ſaid to be appoiated. to aloain al- 
vation , and [that in and by Jeſs 5 1 
IThef. by 9.But if Go1 clefting not conſt- 
der men as finnerslying in the corrupt mals, 
what need was there of Mercy where there 
was no miſery ? What room for a Chrift, 
a Mediator, where there was no Tranſ- 
greflor? Why ſhould Holineſs be deſigned, 
which was yet in being and unforfeited ? 
Why ſhould Salvation be appointed, when 
as yet there was none loſt, or in the ſtate 
of perdition > Wherefore I conceive, that 
in Ele&tion Men are conſidered as ſinners 
J. lyinginan undone condition 4 ſuch only 
are objects capable for Mercy to embrace, 
Chriſt to redeem, Holineſs to ſagttihe.,and, 
Salvation to crown. The Remonſtrants 


aflert, that Men tn Ele&dion are conſider- 
cd 
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ed not merely as Sinners, but as Believers3z 
but the Scripture doth pregnantly contra- 
di& them : for Predeſtinationis fer before 
Vocation, Rome. 8.30. and yet Vocation- 
ou before Faith, Chrift calls the Ele& 
vis ſheep, before their bringing home, Joh. 
To. 16. 'and yet that bringing goes be- 
fore believing. Again , Chriſt tells us, 
Thine they were, and thou gavet them me, 
Joh. 17. 6. which paſlage , if compared 
with that other, All that the Father giveth 
me ſhall come to me, Joh. 6.37. doth evi- 
dently point out to us the true Method of 
rate feb. : Election, imported 1n that 
phraſe {thine they were] 1s antecedent to 
giving, and giving to coming or believing. 
Whence it appears clearly , that Faith 1s 
not antecedent to EleCtion as a Conditi- 
on prerequilite in its obje&t,” but conſes 
quent thereunto, as a ſtream flowing out 
6f its fountain, Wherefore I conclude; 
that in Eleftion men are confidered not as 
Believers, but as Sinners. 

4. What is the impulſive Cauſe of Ele- 
Ction ? I anſwer, There 1s no other 1mpul- 
five Cauſe but his own good pleaſure, Tt 
was the ſaying of 7lato , Fhat the firſt 
Mover moves himſelf. God in; the 'voli- 
tiotrof himſelf, doth as it were move _ 

ſelf; 
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ſelf ; the divine Eſſence, 'as volent, bei 
raviſhed with it ſelf as infinite Govdnels. - 
But m other volitions he moves other 
things, himſelf remaining nnmoveable. 
Learned Bradwardine diſtinguiſhes the ob- 
jets of God's Will into Yolita priove & 
poſteriora 5 priora ut Deun efſe, poſteriors 
ut Mundum eſſe : Volita pribra funt aligie 
cauſa diving volitionis, volita autem poſts 
riora non ſunt cauſa ejns;, Voluntas Det oft 
cauſa omninm poſteriorum : ſi ergo aliqund 
 efſet cauſa Volitionis diving, illud efſct cauſa 
ſui ipſizs. But to ſpeak in particular ; the 
Decree of EleCion 'hath no other Cauſe 
but the divine pleaſure only, This is evt- 
dent in Scripture 3 we are predeſtinared 
according to the good pleaſure of his will , 
Eph. t. Ver. 5. To the ow of the glory 
| of his grace, Ver. 6. According to the puty» 
poſe of him who worketh all things according 
tothe counſel of his own will, Ver. 11. If 
we ask, why God will call a Church out 
of the common Maſs, Samnel will tell ue, 
It hath pleaſed the Lord to make him a 
people, 1 Sam. 12. 22, But if we ask, why 
it pleaſed him ſo to do, Moſes will tell us, 
God loves his people becauſe he loves them, 
Deut, 7. 8. When God will fat forth the” 
Self beingneſs'of his Efſence, he ſtiles _— 
y {el 


— 
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ſelf by that wonderful Name, I am that T | 
am... When. he will magnifie the Self- 
movngnch of his Grace, he givesa won- 
d eaſon, 7 love becauſe T ave. God js 
an immenſe Sea of Being and Lavezlet the 
Ele& veſſels fail by the Plerophories of 
Faith and holy Contemplation, as far as | 
they cn,ſtill there will be a boundleſs Sea | 
of Being and Love before them., He that | 
will preſume to ſpie out the Cauſe of e1- 
ther of theſe, muſt firſt paſs over Immen- 
fity, and through Eternity. When Mo- 
ſes defired to ſee God's Glory, God pro- 
claims the abſolute ſovereignty of his 
Will, 7 will be graciows to whom Iwill be 
graczons. Methinks theſe words, I will be 
gracious to whom TI will be gracious, import 
a perfett Abſoluteneſs and Incauſability 
in: Gods Will; even as that Name, 7 a» 
that Tam, imports a perfet abſoluteneſs 
and Incauſability in God's Eſſence. Some | 
have grounded Ele&tion on good Works 
foreſeen; but this is utterly exploded by 
the Apoſtle, who tells us, that God hatb 
ſaved and called us, not according to our 
works, but his onn purpoſe, 2 Tim. I. g. 
and that there is a remnant according to 
the eleFion of grace, and if it be by grace, it 
is no more of works 3 otherwiſe grate is no 
more 
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Moregrace, Rom. 11. 5.: Canaan , the land 
of Prog a9 type of Glory, was di- 


vided by. Lot, and ſuitably the Apoſtle 
ſaith, that exAngulnpuu, we inherit by lot, 


Eph..1.11..: Now in the diſpoſal of a Lot, 
what reaſon or cauſe can be aſſigned, e 
parte creature * Is not the whole di poſpng 
thereof of the Lord, Prov. 16. 33 £ Can as 
ny thing in.the World hang more purely 
on the Will of God than a Lot 2 Why 
have ſuch and ſuch Worms a lot in light, 
and got in utter darkneſs? The Apoltle 
anſwers in that place, CANNA Mp T2 4- 
&XVlts, Predeſtination lots them in , the 
Lord ſhews whom he hath choſen by 
giving Grace and Glory, according to 
| hisgood pleaſure. When Ahaſuerws could 
'not reſt, he calls for the Records, and 
reading there of Mordecai's ſervice , he 
thereupon reſolves to honour him,Eſth. 6. 
this wasdonelikea man: But it is not ſo 
with God, who doth not bonour after the 
manner of men, 2 Sam. 7. 19. but in a 
way becoming his glorious . ſovereignty 
and bounty, he pirpoſes in himſelf, Eph. 
I: 9. Perinde valet ({aith Calvin) ac ſt di- 
ceretur, nihil extra ſe conſideriſſe, cujuis ras 
tionem in decernendo haberet ; he reſts in 
his love,Zeph, 3.17. and unleſs that com- 
E placetitial 
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lacential reſt, which he takes in his own 
ill, could be broken, we cannotima- 
ine, that he ſhould fall a ſearching the 
Records of his. Preſcience 3 and''for 'the 
od Works written therein , - make a 
cree of EleQion unto glory 3 for 'fuch 
an Ele&ion would not bean Elefion of 
grace but of works ; and the Elet' Veſ- 
{els would be vaſe Meritorum,and not vaſe 
Miſericordie. But where is the holineſs 
'and obedience of the Saints recorded, but 
in the very Decree of Ele&ion ? Fhere- 
in God doth not only chuſe men to glory, 
as the end, but alſo unto faith and holi- 
_ neſs, as the way leading thereunto. God 


hath choſen us that we ſhould be holy, Fph.1. 
| 4; Non quia futuri eramm, ſed ut eſſemus 
 Jan#i. IT have choſen you ( ſaith Chriſt 
" #hat you ſhould go and bring forth fruit, Joh. 
15, 16. and happy are ye if you do theſe 
 #hings, ſath he, ob. 12.17. But would 


all the Apoſtles bring forth fruit? would, 
_ theyall doo and be happy? Our Savi- 
our anſwers plainly, Ver./8. 7 ſpeak not 
of you all, I know whom T have choſen, He | 

| not of Election to the Apoſtleſhip, 
but of Eleftion to Grace and Glory ; for | 
it is fuch an EleQion as ſhuts Judas out of 
the number, Neither doth he fay, I 
x ow 
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know which af you will be holy and 0- 
bedient, - but 7 know whom I have choſen, 
becauſe all the holineſs and obedience of 
the Saints + ys n free Election. 77 
ter gratiam & predeſtinatio- © © 
ON hoc us Mow (faith MI es 
St. Auſtin) qudd predeſtinatio eſt gratie 
preparatio, gratia verd eſt ipſa donatio. 
2u0d ait Apoſtolus, Tpſius ſumns figmentuns 
- creatz in Chriſto Jeſu in operibus bonis, gra= 
tia eſt ; quod autem ſequitnr,que preparavit 
Dens at in illis ambitlemus, predeſtinatio 
eſt. $1 proprie appeVentur (laith St. Ber- 
ard ) ea que dicimus noſtra 
merita, ſunt quedam ſpei ſe- 
minaria, charitatis incentiva, NY 
occulte predeſtinationis indicia , future 
felicitatis preſagia, via regni, non cauſa 
regnandi, _. a” SI 
. Others build EleGion on foreſeen Faith 
and Perſeverance, as if theſe were the 
moving Cauſes , or at leaſt the antece- 
dent Conditions thereof. Thus the Re- 
monſtrants, herein outſtripping the Jeſuits 
themſelves. . Predeſtinatio , 
(faith Rxiz. ) tota oft ex v0- 
luntate Dei, &- quantiins ad merita , & 
nts ad retributiouem. . And in ano» 
[0 


De Grat {5 Liber. 
drbitr, 


De Pred.Diſp. 5. 


er place; Deus dat ut velimus, facitque 
] xf 
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wt faciamus , and withal gives an in- 
ſtance in Faith and Perſeverance. Bellar- 
mine (ſpends ſome Chapters 

pr: wag i. in proving this Theſts, Pre« 
deſtinationis nnlla eft cauſa 

in nobis : EleGio(laith he) non pendet ex 
ulls previſione operum noitrorum , ſed ex 
mero beneplacito Dei. $i ſpeFes (faith 
hes. Gregory de Valentia ) prede- 
"te. ſtinationis rationem, nihil eſt 

in predeſtinato, ſed potins in ipſo Deo 5 im 
eſt ipſe Dens, a quo (que ſua eſt infinita per- 
feTio) nulla ejus operatio reipſa diſtingui- 
tur. And, Predeſtinationi ſunt aſcriben- 
da omnia Dci dona quibus ſalus noſtra con- | 
=Y tinetur, Deus ſnos eleFos 
i ron (faith Suarez) ante previſe | 
merita ſua gratuita voluntate elegit,non tan- | 
tum ad unun vel aliud beneficium gratie, | 
ſed ad totam ſeriem Mediorum, quibus in- | 
fallibiliter perducuntur ad regnim. And a- | 
gain, EleGio non eſt ex. preſcientia perſeve- 
rantie future, ſed eſt origo illius. Who | 
can but bluſh at theſe paſlages, wherein 
the Jeſuits themſelves attribute more to | 
free Grace, than the Remonſtrants? But | 
for the thing it ſelf; the very ſame Scri- 
ptures, which overthrow Election as 


founded on foreſeen Works, do over- 
throw 
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throw it as founded on foreſeen Faith; 
That place, Komr. 11. 5. 1s very pregnant 
againſt it 5 There is ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) 
a remnant according to the EleTion of 
grace : the reſervation there ſpoken of 1s 
not man's a(t but God's, ««ſeAmor culo, 
ſajth the holy Oracle, Ver. 4. Nor dixit 
(faith Auftin ) reliFa ſunt mihi, ant reli- 
querunt ſe mihi , ſed reliqui mihi. The 
word in the Old Teſtament is very em- 
phatical NUM fac;am remanere, I will 
cauſe or make to remain, 1 Kings 19.19, 
And how doth God reſerve or make men 
to remain unto himſelf 2 how, but by giv- 
ing of Faith unto them? This is that which 
puts them into the Ark of Salvation, nei- 
ther is there any other way of reſerve 
found in the Goſpel. Now this reſerva- 
tion ( which imports in it the giving of 
Faith) 1s ( ſajth the Apoſtle) according to 
the EleFion of grace : Eletion therefore 
1s not according to Faith, but Faith ac- 
cording to Election. But as if the Apoltle 
had not yet ſpoken enough in calling it 
the Election of grace, he goes on, and 
if 'by grace, then it is no more of works, 0- 
therwiſe grace is no more grace; where he 
doth include Faith within the word 
{[works.] Indeed in other places treating 


v 
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of Juſtification,he oppoſes Faith to Works, 
but here ſpeaking of EleCtion he includes 
Faith within them ; and the reaſon is evi- 
dent, Faith hath a peculiar Organicalneſs 
or Receptivity to receive the free Grace 
of God, that the Believer may be juſti- 
fied, Gal. 2. 16. but it hath no Organis 
calneſs or Receptivity to receive the free 
Grace of God, that the Believer may be 
elected : Wherefore, as to Juſtification it 
is oppoſed to- Works, but as to EleCtion 
it is included within them. It is written 
inthe Goſpel, Believe and thou fhalt be 
juſtified ; bee in what Goſpel is it written, 
kelivre and thou ſhalt be cletted ? Now 
that Election is not bottomed on foreſeen 
Faith and Perſeverance,[ ſhall demonſtrate 

divers ways. 
' I. Fromthe glory of Ele&ion, which 
breaks forth inits Eternity, Sovereignty, 
Grace and Efficacy. IfElefion be found- 
ed on foreſeen Faith and Perſeverance , 
where is the Eternity of it > No man,ac- 
cording to the Remonſtrants DoCrine, 1s 
completely Elect until he believe, nay, 
not until the laſt inſtant of Perſeverancc, 
wherein he ceaſes to believe. But if this 
may be ſalved by the Divine Preſcience, 
yet where 1 Is the Sovercignty of it > Hath 
nor 
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#o0t-the Potter power over the clay , of the 
ſame Inmp to make one veſſel to honour, and 
another to difhonour , Rom. 9. 212 To 
order different Veſlels out of the ſame 
lump to different ends is glorious power; 
but to ſever out Believers from Unbeliev- 
ers is not ſo much power as skill, Whe- 
ther God in Predeſtination look on men 
in ſiatn integro, or in ſtatu lapſo, it is out 
of the ſame lump ſtill ; but fheeleR out 
of foreſeen Faith, it is nat out of the ſame 
lump with the unbelieving World ; for 
he loaks on them i» ſtats reparato. To 
elet out of skill, according to the good- 
neſs of the objeq, becomes a Ritional 
Creature 3 but to ele aut of Sovereignty 
and ſupreme Liberty becomes the great 
God, who can make and meliorate the 
abjet as he pleaſeth. But if this alſo might 
be ſatisfied, yet whereis the Grace of it ? 
If Gad do but eligere eligentes, if Man's 
Faith be earlier than God's Grace, then 
we chuſe God before he chuſeth us, con- 
trary to that of our Saviour, Joh. 15.16. 
then we laved God before he loved us, 
contrary ta that of the Apoſtle, 1 Joh. 4. 
19. Tolove, as moved by the attraQtive 
goodneſs of the ObjeR, 15 to love like a 
mManzbut to love Blackamores,& then give 
E 4 - "Hem 
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them beauty; to love enemies, and then 
overcome them with love, is: to love 
like God , whoſe Grace is pure Grace, 
whoſe Love 1s all from himſelf ; which is 
emphatically implied in that remarkable 
reduplication, Mark 13.20. The ele whone 
he hath choſen; as if our Saviour ſhould Þ 
have ſaid , In EleCtion there is nothing Þ 
but pure Eleftion 5 like that ſpeech of ; 
God, Twill be gracious to whom I will be gra- 
cious, 1n which there is nothing but Will 
and Grace, Will and Grace doubled, as 
the only reaſon of it ſelf. But if all the 
reſt might conſiſt, yet where is the Effi- 
cacy of it 2? If Eleftion be founded on 
foreſeen Faith and Perſeverance, then it 
affords nohelp atall to any man in the. 
way to Heaven, How can that ( ſaith a 
Learned Biſhop) be the cauſe leading in- 
fallibly in the way to Eternal Life, which 
cometh not ſo much as into conliderati- 
on, untill a man have run out his race in 
Faith and Godlineſs, and be arrived at 
Heavens Gates? Such a fallly named Pre- 
deſtination might more truly be called 
Poſtdeſtination : but call it as they pleaſe, 
It enateth only, .per modum legis , that 
men thus living and dying ſhall be re- 
ceived Into Heaven ; butit doth not, per 
El -IG--- modunt 
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modum decreti operantis,. infallibly wotk 
thoſe Graces whereby men are brought 
unto Heaven. If Election take its riſe 
from the laſt gaſp of perſevering Faith 
and Holineſs, then how came the poor 
Church by the Chain of Graces on her 
neck, the Bracelets on her hands, the 
Crown of Gold on her head 2 Whence 
had ſhe her fine Linnen, Wedding-gar- 
ment, Gold tried in the fire? Theſe are 
not Natures Riches, but Pearls of Grace 3 
common Providence gives no ſuch pifts ; 
wherefore they are the love-tokens of Ele- 
Qion,ſent indeed in time unto the Church, 
but prepared for her in Eternity. O how 
much better were it that the Sun ſhould 
be ſnatched out of the World, than that 
the Influences of elefting Love ſhould be 
ſuſpended from the Church! All her light 
and life, holineſs and comfort comes down 
from God in theſe precious Beams. But 
the Remonſtrants (inſtead of theſe heaven- 
ly influences) have framed ſuch an Ele- 
on, as hath no- more influence on the 
Faith and Holineſs of the Church, than a 
Sun ſet upat Domeſday would have u 

on the World that was before it : it is fo 
far from working, that it preſuppoſes all 
the Faith and Holineſs of the Church , 
even 
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even: to' the laſt minute of Perſeye- 
TAance. 

.. 2. 'Tis evident from the,Predeſtinati- 
onof Jeſus Chriſt, who was God's choſen 
t, Matth. 12. 18. The Lamb foreor- 
dained, x Pet:1.20. and (as St. Auſtin (tiles 
hitn) Preelariſſumun lumen predeſtinationis 
O&- gratie, he was; as man, predeftinated 
unto the ſaperlative glory of the Hypoſta- 
tical Union 5 and this high-Predeſtination 
was not out of any foreſeen holineſs 1n his 
Humane nature,for all that did flow out of 
the Hypoſtatical Union , but it was ex 
mere gratie. Reſpondeatur queſo, ( laith 
the ſame Father) ile homo, nt a Yerbo pa- 
#ri coeterno in unitatem perſoue aſſumptus 
Ts filins Dei unigenitus eſſet, un- 
way hoy « Sent, 1s hoc mernerit ? quid egik 
"_"g arte ? quid credidit ? quid 
petivit, ut ad hanc ineffabilem excellentian 
perveniret £ Nonne faciente &: ſuſcipiente 
werbo ipſe homo, ex quo eſſe cepit, filins Dei 
wurieus eſſe cepit * Nonne filings Dei nnicun 
Femina illa gratid plena concepit * Nonne 
de Spiritu ſantto & virgine Maria Dei fi- 
lins unicus natus , non carnis Ccupidie 
#e , ſell ſingulari Dei munere * Reſpon> 
teat his homo Deo, fi audeat , & dicat, 


Car n0n © ego? & þ andierit, O homo ! 
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tn quis es qui reſpordeas Deo'? nec ſee cohi= 
beat, ſed augeat impudentians, & dicat, 
Duomodo antio, ti quis es,O hom ! came ſins 
quod audio, id eft, homo, quod' eft &+ ille 
de quo ago, cur non ſim qudd' & ille © At e« 
rin gratid ille talis & tanius eft, cur diver« 
ſa eſt gratia, ubi natura communiſt 2 Cer- 
* te nop eſt acceptio perſonarumt apid Denm. 
9 wis non dico Chriſtians ſed inſamits hec 
dicat 2 Apparuit it aqite zobis in noſtro capite 
ipſe fons gratie, unde ſecundiim uninſcujuſ- 
que menſuram ſe per cuni#a ejns membra 
difſundit 3 ficut | me 1natus ille nius 
ut caput noitram eſſet, ita nwlti predeſtinat# 
ſuntus ut #tembra ej#s eſſemns. Human hlc 
merita conticeſcant que perierunt perAdam, 
& regnet que regnat Dei gratia per F ' 
ry pra Surely the Members mult not 
be ſet above the Head. The Members were 
not elefted to the bearifical viſion out of 
foreſeen Faith and Perſeverance , when 
the Head was elefted to the Hypoſtatical 
Union out of mere Grace. The elect Stones 
in Zo» were not laid for their orient 
luſtre and beauty, when the precious Cor- 
ner-ftone (who bears up all the building 
was laid with a Behold, in a wonder of 
Grace and Love. 

3. Tis utterly impoſſible that F = 
an 
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and Perſeverance ſhould be the cauſes or 
antecedents to Eleqion, when theſe are 
the fruits and effeqs thereof. If we ſearch 
the Scripture for the Well-head of theſe, 
we ſhall find it to be in the Decree of Ele- 
Aion. Therefore when the Apoſtle bleſles 
Ged for the work of Faith in the Theſſa- 
loniens, he elevates his praiſes as high as 
Election it ſelf, kxowing brethren beloved 
your EleFion of God, 1 Theſſ. 1. 4. And in 
the very ſame ſtrain of praiſe , bleſſing 
God for bleſling the pbeſiams with all ſpt- 
ritual bleſſings in Chriſt, (amongſt which 
Faith cannot but be a prime bleſſing) he 
ſets forth the eternal Rule of diſpenſing 
them, he hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual 
bleſſings,x«v%5 ifcAcfdlo, according as be hath 
choſen us, Eph. 1.3, and 4. ﬀ Where it is 
plain, that thoſe whom God bleſſeth with 
Faith and Perſeverance, he chuſeth unto 
Faith and Perſeverance, becauſe he bleſles 
according as he chuſes. The Remon- 
ſtrants ſtrangely interpret theſe words , 
he hath choſen us in Chriſt, that is, ſay 
they, being in him in the divine Preſc1- 
ence, But this Interpretation cannot 
ſtand; the Apoſtle ſaith not , he hath 
choſen us 3c o own, or T5; er wn ,but 
be hath choſen us e, W777, in him, that is, 

in 
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in Chriſt ; now where in all the Scripture 
do the words [ in Chriſt] import our 
being in Chriſt 1n the divine Preſcience? 
The words [in Chriſt] in ſuch Scriptures 
as relate to Juſtification or Adoption, 
do import our: being in Chriſt by aQtual 
Faith 3 but in ſuch Scriptures as relate to 
Ele&ion, they do import that all. the 
Grace and Glory, prepared-in Election, is 
conferred -in and through Chriſt : this ap- 
pears in that famous place, 2.Time. I. 9. 
Who hath ſaved us and called us with an ho« 
ly calling, not according to our works, . but 
according to his own purpoſe aud grace,which 
was given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world 
began : here the words (in, Chriſt}. rela» 
ting to Eletion, do not import our. be- 
ing in Chriſt; forthe Text-ſaith, that he 
called us according to his: Grace given us 
in Chriſt, and Calling goes before Faith 
or being in Chriſt, and 1s the immediate 
cauſe or fountain thereof : but they 1m- 
port that Vocation and Salvatron, with 
all the bleſſings thereof, are communica- 
ted unto us in and through Chriſt, and 
that the eternal Decree or Delign was 
{o to communicate them. Neither doth 
the Apoſtle ſimply ſay, he hath choſen us 
in him, but he hath choſen us in him 
FAT-TÞ 
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Eveu,. #hat we ſhonld.be holy ;, thereby point- 
ing out. unto. us - Chrilt as the deſigned 
Fountain of all the holineſs in the Elec, 
Moreover, the Apoſtle ſaith, that he hath 
choſen us in him, #hat we ſhould be holy, 
and Faith is a choice part of holineſs; and 
_— he'hath bleſſed irs in him with all a 
ritual blefſings, and Faith is a prime ſpi- 
ritual bleſſing 5 and that he hath bleſied 
us according as ' he hath choſen us, and 
therefore he chuſes us to Faith as well as 
blefſes us with Faith': but if -he chuſe us 
for Faith, and bleſs us with Faith, he doth 
not bleſs us according as he chuſes us. By 
all which it appears that the Remonſtrants 
Interpretation is an Arrow ſhot beſides the 
"Text. Butto go on to other Scriptures z 
Bleſſed is the nian (faith the Plalmilt, Pſal. 
-65. 4-) whom tho chuſeſt and cauſeſt to ap- 
1 <wh unto thee 5 and what approach. can a 
-finfnl worm have to the holy one, what but 
by the Faith of Chriſt > and whence is 
+this approach but from God and God e- 
tefting 2 He chuſeth and eauſeth to ap- 
woah unto him. If Faith were ante- 
cedent to-Eleftion, the approach muſt 
have been before the chuling, the con- 
trary whereof appears in the Text. As 
' #4ny 4s were ordained to eternal life, be« 
\ lei ved; 
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beved, 4#s5 13.48. 'The Apoſtle faith noe 
as \ many as believed were ordained-to 
Eternal ' Life, 'but as many .as were ordain« 
<d to''Eternal Hfe believed. |Bubhere the 
'Remonftrants tell us,- that.in the Text tis 
*not-Heorlay,,\orbut Toyo , and that 
Ttmports not God's ictetrial preordinatidn 
'but'tnan's- preſent -condition- or 1diſpeliti- 
on 5 fo' that the -meaning''is,,as manyas 
were diſpofed or 'well-affeted itodErenml 
Life, believed. Should it Gfay\they)4m- 
- port God's preordination; \ then all ob that 
 Aſfembly ( whithwers eleted ) did be- 
"-lteve at that on& Sermon; .andallthevxeſt 
"were abſolutely reprobared 5 for the [v1] 
: m'the' Text is an univerſal particles) mow 
that all the Ele& of that_Allembly> did 
believe that day, or that all the reftwere 
| mn not imaginable. I anſwer 5 

, as tothe-word ' ay, 'themport 
thereof will -beſt appear' by takings no- 
tice in what ſerice”St.-Lxke' doth uſe: this 
word, in the Book- of the Aﬀs; AFs'x5. 
2, frafov; They decreed- or appointed"#hat 
Panl ſhonld go up. Aﬀs 28, 23.' Toxfdpuanor, 
having appointed him a day. As 22.10. 
God promiſes Pay! that it ſhould /bevold 
him of all things' & «1Tale:, whichgre 
#ppointed or ordained for 'him —_ 
waar 
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what theſe were Aanias ſets forth . by 
 T6%& 44010, God hath choſen thee to ſuch 
-arnd ſuch things, Ver.14. Now in all theſe 
-places of the 4&s,, the word ſignifying 
appointing -or ordaining,- why ſhould -it 
| betaken otherwiſe in this controverted 
Text ? Nay, where in all the Scripture 
doth this word import an \inward quality 
- or diſpoſition 2 :In that place(which ſeems 
moſt of any toſpeak that way ) *T«fav £- 
avTS6, they addiffed themſelves to the mi- 
- miitry of the ſaints, 1 Cor. 16. 15: there 
this word imports no. leſs than a certain 
rpoſe of mind in them to do that work. 
'herefore I conceive that the 7i«y vor, 
-inthe Text, doth-import an ordination, 
and:that of 'God : neither doth the. ab- 
ſence of Teg at all hinder it 3, for the «@- 
- peer PSMy,, AGs 2.-23. doth without a 
--megamport God's eternal counſel, and the 
. Toyo yonv. deſigns an autecedent Qr- 
dination, and that ordination muſt be 
God's 3 unleſs (which is the groſleſt Pe- 
aniſm) it be ſaid that they were or- 
dained by themſelves to Eternal life. But 
. topals over the word; the Remonſtrants 
take the Text thus, As many as were dil- 
poſed to Eternal Life, believed : but 
can a man Without Faith , who __ 
ay9 
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lays hold on Chriſt the Prince of life, nor * 


yet hath any thing of the Spirit of lite, 
can ſuch a man be diſpoſed to Eternallite ? 


Every diſpoſition to Eternal lite muſt be 


ſuch, . either becauſe it hath ſome intrin- 
ſecal dignity meriting Eternal life, or elſe 
becauſe it hath ſome Evangelical- con- 
gruity , to which Eternal life is annex- 
ed by Promiſe. As to the former, 
the Remonſtrants as Proteſtants -cannor 
own-it;z and as to the latter, they cannot 
in all the Goſpel ſhew forth ane Promiſe 
of Eternal life made to a -man void of 
Faith 3 and how then can a man void of 
Faith be diſpoſed to Eternal life 2 But if 
he could, the Remonſtrants of all others 
muſt notſay ſo, for they aflert that none 
but a Believer can be the object of- Ele- 
Gion 3 þecaule (lay they) God cannot 
will Eternal life to any but to a Behever, 
to a man in Chriſt; and-how then can an 
Unbelitever, a man-out- of - Chriſt be dif- 
poſed to' Eternal life? Such a mans diſ- 
polition to Eternal life, -1f it be not ſuch 
by its meriting condignity, mult be ſuch 
divint ordinatione 5, and it ſo, what is 
that but to ſay, this is the man to whom 
God wills Eternal life g and if before Faith 
God” may will Eternal life to him, why 

F may 
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may not he before Faith ele& him? A- 
gain 5 This diſpolition to Eternal life 
mult be either ſome moral Virtuouſnels, 
or Elſe ſome better Grace of the Spiritz 
if but a moral Virtuouſneſls, how can it 
diſpoſe to Eternal hfe? if a better Grace 
of the Spirit, how can it precede ſuch a 
Mother-grace as Faith ? But let us hear | 
how the Remonſtrants paint out this dif- | 
polition in words of Scripture, Theſe dit- 
poſed ones (ſay they) are the ſheep of | 
Chriſt, Joh. 10.4. the drawn of the Father, 
Joh. 6. 44. ſuch as do the truth , Joh. 3. 
21. ſuch as will do God's will, Joh. 7. 17. 
ſuch as have honeſt and humble hearts, 
apt and idoneous to embrace the Goſpel. 
But what a perplexed Labyrinth of words 
1s here ? To be the ſheep of Chriſt, ar- 
gues a being in the ſtate of Election, 
which 1s antecedent to all good diſpoſitt- 
ons in us; they are called ſheep before 
their bringing home to God, Joh. 10.16. 
and their bringing home goes before all ? 
gracious diſpoſitions. The Fathers drawing {| 
1mports God's aftion, and not man's dit 
poſition 3 the doing of the Fruth 1s man's 
action, and not his difpoſition 3 the will- 
ing to do God's will is a gracious diſpo- 
'fition, but ſuch as goes not before Faith. 
Indeed | 
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Indeed the. young man (who yet had no 
true Faith) had ſome kind of will to walk 
in God's Commandments, Mark Io. 20. 
but it was not of the true (tamp; but with 
a reſerve: of his darling Covetoulneſs. 
To have a right Will to do God's Will 
1s to be one ſpirit with the Lord, which 
without Faith is unimaginable. 'Tis not 
to be conceived that an heart can indeed 
be either honeſt to God , which 1s not 
purified by Faith, or humble before him, 
which 1s not irradiated by Faith. Astfor 
the laſt objeQtion, That if theſe words 
import God's Preordination, then all the 
Elect of that Aſſembly did believe at that 
one Sermon, and all the reſt were repro- 
bated, it is built upon two falſe hypo- 
theſes 3 The one as if the Evangeliſt ſpake 
only of one Sermon, whenas the Apoſtle 
had now preached two Sabbath-days 
therez ſo that theſe words are moſt pro- 
perly to. be underſtood of the continued 
lucce(s of - the Goſpel, according to that, 
AGs 2. 47. The Lord daily added to the 
Chwrch ſuch as ſhould be ſaved 3 which con- 
tinued (acceſs is alſo hinted out in the 
aetgero, unmediately following after the 
words, Ver. 49. The other as if the word 
[iv] were always an univerſal Particle 
| F 2 when- 
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whenas in ſome Scriptures , as A@&s 4. 6; 
it doth not delign univerſality, (for all 
the High Prieſt's kindred were not at 
that meeting) but quality : alſo in the 
Text 1n queſtion, the 0971 rather points 
out the condition of Believers than their 
number. Wherefore I conclude, that this 
famous Text holds out ſuch an Eternal 
Preordination of God, as 1s the very Well- 
head of Faith in men, Every Believer is 
an 7Jaac, a child of Promiſe, wonderful. 
ly begotten , begotter of God's own will, 
ſaith St. James, Chap. 1. 18. and begotten 
according to his abundant mercy, ſaith St, 
Peter, 1 Pet, 1. 3. And what 1s this Will 
and Mercy but God's gratuitous deſign 
of Grace and Glory to his Elect? The 
Will in St. James is ſuch a Will as deſigns 
Grace and Conſecration to God in holt- 
neſs, even as the firſt fruits were holy z 
and the Mercy in St. Peter is ſuch a Mer- 
cy as deſigns Glory, even anincorruptible 
and undefiled Inheritance in Heaven : and 
both places demonſtrate that the Believer 
1s generated out of Electing Love. And 
as Faith 1s an effe& of Ele&ion, fo alſo 
1s Perſeverance, which 1s no other than 
Fides coutinuata, Faith ſtanding in the 
power of. God, 1 Cor. 2. 5. and fulfilled 7 
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the ſame power, 2 Theſſ. 1.11. God (laith * 
the Apoſtle ) ſhall confirm you unto the end, 
ICor. 1.8, and as a Reaſon, he ſubjoyns, 
God is faithful, Ver. 9. Faithful, as in his 
gracious Promiſes, ſoin his gratuitous E- 
ledtion ; therefore he confirms his own 
unto the end. There are Rivers of liv- 
ing Water in the Godly, but the eternal 
Spring thereof is EleQtion 3 there is the 
Seed of God in them, but the vital Root 
of it is EleCtion. Hence 14e falſe Chriſt and 
falſe Prophets cannot ſeduce them, Mark 13. 
22. The canker of Hymeneus and Philejus 
cannot eat into them, 2 Tim. 2.19, Now 
it Faith and Perſeverance are the fruits 
of Election, they cannot be the cauſes or 
antecedents thereof. Let me ſhut up this 
Reaſon with that of Fulgentins : Dens pre- 
deStinatione ſud &* donum illuminationis 
ag credendum, & donum perſeveraniie ad 
proficienduum > permanendum, © donum 
glorificationis ad reynandum, quibus dare 
woluit., preparavitsz nec aliter perficit in 0+ 
pere, quam in ſua ſempiterna & incommu-» 
tabili voluntate habet diſpolitum. 

4. My laſt Reaſon ſhall be taken from 
the grand Scope and Delign of the Scrip- 
tures, which 1s to exalt God and abaſe 
the Creature, There God's glory is re- 
F 5 vealed 
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vealed, and all fleſh is but graſs; there God 


is all in all, and all men are nothing; the 
willer and runner are nothing, and Gods 
mercy is all ; the planter and waterer are 
nothing, and Gods giving the encreaſe is all, 
There all men lie very low ina Dungeon 
of Darkneſs, Grave of Sin, and miſerable 
Chains of Hardneſs and Unbelief ; and 
God fits very high, and out of the ſove- 
reign Selt-motion of his own Will, ſhines 
into one Heart and not into another ; 
opens one Grave and not another; frees 
one fpiritual Priſoner and not another. 
There Zions duſt, I mean the Creature- 
weakneſs, and defcctibility of the Church 
and all her inherent Graces, appear on 
fhe one hand, and the ſureneſs of God's 
Mercy. and the everlaſting 1mmurability 


of his Love and Counſel thines forth on. 


the other : and what's the meaning of 
all this, but to cut off boaſting and ſtain 
pride, abaſe the Creature and exalt God ? 
9 allo nobis Eloriandum quando noſtrum 
2i4/left. Bur if (as the Remonſtrants aſ- 
ſert) EleCtion be built on Faith and Per- 
ſeverance, and this Faith and Perſe- 
verance be wrought by God in a ſuper- 
able way only, ſo as men may believe or 
not, or believing, may perſevere or not 3 
then 
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then the Crown is plucked off from - 
Free Grace and clapt upon Free Will ; 
God 1s dethroned and man is exalted, and 
ſo may fall a boaſting in ſome ſuch lan- 
guage as that of TheophylaF; 'Tis God's 
part to call, but mine to be elefor not; 
'tis God's part to reveal Goſpel, but mine 
either to believ< and perſevere, and ſo 
found the Decrce of EleQion, or elſe 
not to believe and perſevere, and fo to 
impede it. And 1t, to ſilence fach ſwell- 
ing words of vanity , God ſhould put 
forth ſuch aſtoniſhing queſtions to him 
about the Spiritual World, as he did toFob 
about the Natural, yet might man re- 
turn an anſwer to his Maker. Should 
God ask, Where waſt thou when laid 
the foundation of my Church in my di- 
vine Decrees 2? when [laid the meaſures 
of her Graces in my Eternal purpoſe ? 
Man may ſay, My Faith was there (tretch- 
ing out the Line, and faſtning the Cor- 
ner-{tone of Eledtion. Should he ask, 
Canſt thou bind the ſweet influences of 
Predeſtination, that it ſhall not cauſe a 
Spring of Faith and Holineſs in my 
Church 2 Man may fay,I can fo bind them 
Up, that(if I pleaſe) God {hall have ne- 
2) ver an Ele& Veſkel to fill with Mercy, 
nor Chriſt any where to lay his Merits 
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among all the ſons: of men. Should he 
yetask, Who hath known the mind of 
the Lord, or been his Counſeller? Man 
may anſwer, My Free Will was conſulted 
with trom timeto time, even to the laſt 
gaſp of Perſeverance, before the Decree 
of Election, was concluded in Heaven. 
Should heask on, Who made thee to dif- 
fer from another? The Believer may an- 
ſwer, Adam did not difference me, for he 
left mein the common Maſs; neither did 
God difterence me,tor he gave me only the 
Common Grace : but I my ſelf have made 
the difference, by freely embracing the 
very ſame Grace which others freely re- 
jected. Ina word; ſhould he expoſtu- 
lare with his Church as with Jeruſalem, 
Ezck. 15.2, 3. What is the vine-tree more 
than any tree £ Will men takea pin of it to 
hang a veſſel thereon? The Church may an- 
{wer,My own Free Will 15ſuch a pin, that 
my Faith and Perſeverance chiefly hang 
upon it, and my Faith & Perſeverance are 
ſuch pins, that God himſelf hangs up the 
eternal Rolls of his Ele&tion upon them. 
Thus and much more may the Will of 
man. by the Remonſtrants Principles, fit 
asa Queen glorifying her ſelf, and open» 
ing her mouth in BJaſphemies azainſt the 
Sovercignty of God's W1ll, and the ow 
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neſs and power of his Grace. But - 
all this while a deaf Ear 1s turned to 
the Scriptures, which cry aloud, No fleſþ 
muſt glory in it ſelf 5 he that glorieth mnſt 
glory in the Lord; *tis not of the runner or 
willer, but of God who fheweth mercy 3 he 
hath mercy on whom he will, and whom he 
will he hardneth > And if any man reply 
to this, he muſt hear his own nuliity 3 
Nay but © man who art thou? and God's 
ſoverejgnty, hath not the potter power over 
the clay? that ſo he may fall down aſtont- 
ed at the Glory of God, and cry out, 
& p&9G>,, Oh the depth of the riches both 
of the wiſdom and knowledge of God ! how 
unſearchable are his judgments , and his 
ways paſt finding out ! Indeed according 
to the Remonltrants Dodrine ( which 
bottoms God's Ele&tion on mans Faith 
and Perſeverance) there is no 69 at all 
in 1t, all is ultimately reſolved into the 
ſhallow Will of man 3; there is no un- 
ſearchableneſs or untraceable difhculty at 
all in 1t, all is plain and eafje, every jot 
of it carries a clearneſs and viſible equity. 
Election being only God's Decree to fave 
Beljevers , there is no more ſcruple or 
Intricacy in it, than there will be in the 
Judicial proceeding at the laſt Judg- 

| ment, 
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ment , when all things ſhall be as ob- 
vious to every eye, asif they were re- 
preſented in a Sea of Glaſs, But if, ac- 
cording to the Apoſtles Scope,we do cons» 
fider the abſolute Sovereignty of God's 
Will in that Expreſſion, He will have mer- 

an whom he will, and whom he will he 
Lardneth, there 1s a very glorious abyls 
1n it, ſuch asmay juſtly. altoniſh us inta 
eternal admiration. Oh the heights and 
depths of divine Love! All the Eje& of 
God may here loſe themſelves in holy 
Mazes and trances, My God ! my God | 
(may every one of them ſay) Why haſt 
thou choſen me? I know, and not with- 
out wondring , that Heaven is mine 
through Chriſt,and Chriſt is mine through 
Faith, and Faith 1s mine through the 
Eletion of Grace : but my God! my 
God! why haſt thou choſen me ? I know 
that thy blood was ſhed for me, and thy 
Spirit is fhed into me, and thy Glory 1s 
reſerved for me ; and all this out of love; 
but my God! my God! why haſt thou 
loved me? Oh that I could adore Call- 
ing, Juſtifying , Glorifying Grace, from 
the top of Predeſtination ! Thou haſt 
loved me becanſe thou haſt loved me; 
thou haſt chofea me becauſe thou haſt 
choſen 
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choſen me : Even fo (holy Father! ) be-" - 
cauſe ſoit ſeemeth good in thy light. 

5. Having diſpatched the Impultve 
Cauſe of Election, I proceed to the laſt 
thing, viz. in whom God doth Elect us 5 
I anſwer with the Apoſtle, God chuſeth us 
in Chriſt, Eph. 1. 4. But becauſe theſe 
words are variouſly taken, it is to be con- 
ſidered how Chriſt may be {tiled the pur-: 
chaſer of Election; whether only quoad 
res in Fletione volitas & preparatas, Or 
alſo quoad atium volentis : to which I an- 
iwer, 

1. Affirmatively; Jeſus Chriſt as God- 
man our glorious Mediator did purchaſe 
Election, quoad res in Elefione volitas. 
All the Churches Grace and Glory, San- 
city and Salvation , Faith and Fraition 
mult ſing Hoſannahs and Hallelujahs to 
him, whoſe precious Blood (more worth 
than a thouſand Worlds ) is the glorious 
price of all theſe. God, in the Decree 
of Election, did not only deſign the coms 
munication of theſe to his own Elect, but 
alſo he did deſtgn that communication to 
be in and through Chriſt. | 

2. Negatively ; I conceive that Jeſus 
Chriſt as God-man our Mediator did not 
purchaſe Election, quoad afnm wolen- 

| IsSe 
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Fis ; and that for thele Reaſons, 

I. That phraſe [choſen in Chriſt, Eph, 
I. 4.] doth not evince Chriſt to be the 
Cauſe of EleQtion ; for in another place 
ye are ſaid to be choſen to Salvation 
ey eyoTup NviUudlo, inthe ſandGification 0 
#he Spirit, 2 Theſſ. 2. 13. Which ſanctifi- 
cation 1s for all that not a Cauſe but an 
Effect of EleQion. 

2. Chriſt was delivered up to death 
&e45MWn f&M, by the determinate counſel 
of God, Ads 2.23. Firlt, he was deliver- 
ed py, by a Counſel or Decree of God ; 
and if being delivered by God's Decree, 
he merited the Decree of Ele&ion, then 
God made one Decree, that Chriſt ſhould 
come and merit the making of another, 
Chriſt our Mediator ſtands in the midſt 
between God and man ; but that he ſhould 
ſtand ſo between the two Decrees of 
God, asa fruit of the one and a cauſe of 
the other, ſeems very incongruous, But 
further, he was delivered «go pn phy, 
by the determinate counſel of God, that is, 
by a Decree perfettly deſignative of his 
Death and the fruits thereof, and in a 
ſpecial manner perfeftly deſignative of 
thoſe individual perſons, who ſhould have 
Grace and Glory in and through him, If 
it 
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it be not ſo perſetly deſignative, how is 
It a determinate Counſel ? If it beſo per- 
fte&tly deſignative, is not the Decree of E- 
le&tion at leaſt included therein ? Un- 
doubtedly it is. Now this determinate 
Counſel (which 1s incluſive of the Decree 
of Ele&tion) was not merited by Chriſt 5 
for he was delivered by it.and did not me- 
rit that by which he was delivered, 

2. Chriſt came to do his Fathers will, 
Heb. 10. 7. all that he did and ſuffered 
Was 4 faithfulneſs 7% Toon ory, to bins 
that made him a Mediator to do and ſuffer 
the ſame,. Heb. 3.2. Now aliud eſt facere 
voluntatem Deo , 'alinud facere woluntatens 
Dei, Chriſt did not make a new Will in 
God, but do the Will of God: if he had 
madea new Will in God, then at his death 
there was not only a paſſion in the fleſh of 
God, but ( as it may ſeem) in the very 
Will of God too 3 wherefore he not ma- 
king a new will in God, did not merit 
the Decree of Eleftion. But further 3 
how did he do the Will of God # Did 
he not do it by laying down his life for his 
ſheep, Joh. 10. 15? By redeeming a people 
out of every nation, Reyel. 5.9 £ By purify- 
ing to himfelf a peculiar people, Tit. 2.14. 8 
By bringing many ſons unto glory, Heb.,2+ 8 ) f 
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And what is all this but the executing of 
the Decree of Ele&ion ? And if Chrilt's 
errand into the World was to execute 
Election, then how did he merit it ? 

4- God might have exacted fatisfacti- 
on from poor ſinners #n their own perſons; 
he was not bound to accept payment 
from another ; wherefore Chriſt's Blood 
and Righteouſneſs are meritorious as for 
us, not merely by their intrinſecal digni- 
Ty, but by thedivine acceptation 3 God. 
recetying thent as on our behalf. Whence 
it clearly appears that the divine Wall 
doth guide the Merit of Chriſt in all its 
nary et and how then doth the 
Merit of Chriſt guide the divine Will in 
Its Eternal Ele&ion? Can it guide its 
Guide? Can it go before its Leader ? Sure- 
ly that divine Will which goes before 
thoſe meritorious procurements by its Ac- 
ceptation, doth not follow after them in 
its eternal Decrees. 

5, The Father isthe firſt Petſon in the 
ſacred Trinity, and works from himſelf; 
the Son is the ſecond and works from 
the Father, Thus he tells us, that he car 
do nothing of himſelf but what he ſeeth the 
Father do, Joh. 5. 19. And in his Prayer 


to his Father, he faith 3- Thine they were 
; and 
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and thou gaveſt theme me, Joh, 17. 6. Thine 
they were by Election, and thon gaveft 
them me, as the peculiar -purchaſe of my 
Paftion. But now if Chriſt by his Me 
fits do found the very Decree of Election, 
1s notthe Order of working in the ſacred 
Trinity inverted ? Is not the Son the firit 
Origine of our Salvation 2 Doth not the 
Father, even in his Eternal Elecion, work |. 
from theSon? Might not the Scripture 
rather have ſaid, that the Ele& were giv- 
en by the Son'to the Father, than by the 
Father to the Son 2 Wherefore to me It 
ſeems moſt congruous to ſay, That the F'a- 
thers Love laid the firſt plot of our Salva- 
tion, andthen the Sons Blood purchaſed 
Grace and Glory for us. | 

I ſhall ſhut up all with an Anſwer 
to an Objection. This Theſps | that 
Chriſt did not merit the Decree of Ele&i- 
on ] ſeems to abaſe Chriſt, as if he were 
a mere wedium for the executing of Ele- 
Con 3 nay, to nullifie his Merits; forir 
ſuppoſes, that God doth amare peccatores 
att ſalutem etiam extra Chriſtum, that God 
oth deſtinate- eternal Life to them, e- 
ven without a Mediator 3 and then what 
neceſlity 1s there at all of Chriſt's Me- 
rits > 
| I an- 


+ -\otll | of Gods Decree of EleFiont. 


I anſwer: Far be it from every Chriſtian 
'to abaſe and nhullifie the Merits of Chriſt 5 
but (as I take it.) the Theſes aforeſaid-doth 
neither-of thele. Not abaſe Chriſt as a 
,mere zedinm under the Decree of Electi- 
'on: for though he merited not the De- 
-cree of Election, . yet mult his praiſe be 
ever glorious, and his Name above every 
name 31a that he is both the glorious Head 
of the Ele&, and the meritorious Foun« 
tain of all the bleſſings and good things 
of Election. ,In Eternity the Ele&t are 
predeſtinated to be conformed to his I- 
mage, as the firſt-born of all, and in time 
they are called, juſtified, ſanQtified and glo- 
Tified in and through him, as the purcha» 
ſer of all. Neither doth he vilifie Chriſt, 
who calls him the grand Medinm for the 
executing of Election : the Apoſtle cries 
up Chriſt by thoſe glorious Titles, The 
head.of the Church, the beginning, the flrſt- 
born from the dead, one who hath the pri- 
wacy cor preeminence in all things, Col, x. 
18,yet immediatly after puts all underthe 
Father's «3mm, Ver.1g. His Decree or 
good pleaſure did preordain and dire 
all. Neither doth this Theſis nullifie the 
Merits of Chriſt; for theſe conſiſt not in 
procuring the Decree of Elettion, but in 
procuring 
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procuring Grace and Glory ; and theſe 
he procured, though not the Decree it 
ſel, Neithet doth it at all follow, that, 
if Chriſt merited not the very Decree, 
then God doth amare peccatores ad ſalu- 
fer extra Chriitum, or deſtinate Eternal 
life tothem without a Mediator. For ſee- 
ing Chriſt is predeſtinated to be the Head 
of the Elect, and Fountain of all Grace 
and Glory unto them ; and the Ele are 
 predeſtinated to be the Body of Chriſt, 
and-to receive all Grace and Glory in ' 
and through him 3 and both theſe Prede- 
ſtinations are ſimultaneous in the heart 
of God, and framed together in the ſame 
inſtant of Eternity : Thete is not, nor 
eannot be any colour at all to ſay, that 
God doth love ſtnners extra Chriſtue, or 
deſtinate Eternal life to them without 2 
Mediator. When God in free Election re» 
ſolves with himſelf, ſuch individual pers 
fons ſhall by an effeQual Call be united 
to Chriſt as members of his Body, and 
being ſuch, ſhall be waſhed in his blood, 
flled with his Spirit, and at laſt crowned 
with his everlaſting Salvation 5 when he 
reſolves, every grain ſhall come through 
Joſeph's hands , every particle of Grace, 
every income of the holy Spirit, ay 

G glimpſe 
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glimpſe of Divine Favour, every beam 
of glory in Heaven, ſhall paſs through 
Jeſus Chriſt's hands ; nay , through his 
very Heart-blood and crucified Fleſhun- 
to the Ele, Doth he now love them ex- 
tra Chriſtum 2 Doth he yet deftinate them 
to Eternal life without a Mediator? Un- 
doubtedly he doth not. If therefore you 
ask me, what neceflity there is of Chriſts 
merits, I muſt anſwer, That all Grace and 
Glory, ,Sandtity and Salvation, Faith and 
Fruition are thereby purchaſed and pro- 
cured for the Elect. The pure fountain 
of Election riſes of 1t ſelf in the Will of 
God, but the gracious ſtreams thereof il- 
ſue forth through the bleeding Wounds 
of Chriſt. 
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; CHAP. V. 
_ Of Gods Decree of Reprobation, as 


touching Men. 


Aving treated of the Decree of E-+ 
H lection, as reſpeftive of men ; I pro- 
cced to the Decree of Reprobation, asit 
relates to them; In the Old Teſtament 
we find 9% which is oppoſite to W? © 

| tne 
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the Septnagint rendred by eroSrnidee, 
and importing as much as reprobare, to re» 
probate or reject. In the New Teſtament 
we have «92z4G-, importing a rejectane- 
ous or diſallowed perfonn, and rather 
pointing out man's State: than God's Act. 
But to paſs over the word; Reprobation 
is that Eternal Dectee of God whereby 
he purpoſes in himſelf not to give Grace 
and Glory to ſome individaal perfons1ly- 
ing in the Maſs of Humane Corruption, 
but to leave them to final fin, and forthe 
ſame to puniſh them with Eternal Dam« 
nation. In this Decree' the Divine Will 
_ (as I may fo fay) a Triple Act : For | 
. It purpoſes, not to give Grace and 
Glory to ſome perſons, and this 1s called 
among Divines Preterition or Non-electis 
on. 3 and is of all other the moſt propet 
at of Reprobation, as it ſtands in oppo+ 
fition to EleQion. Hence Reprobates are 
called the oi Aorrol, reſt or reſtdue, in oppo» 
ſition to the EleCt, Rom, 1T. 7. the mar- 
quam uoti, or never known, Matth. 7. 22. 
in oppolitionto the foreknown, and the 
not written in the book. of life; Revel. 13.8. 
in. oppoſition to the written- ones, whoſe 
mow are enrolled in Heaven, _ 

* It purpoſes to' leave them to final 
G 3 fin, 
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ſin. T ſay final ſtn ; for God permits fin e- 
ven in theEled&q, but final fin only in the 
Reprobate. Thus God ſuffered the Nati- 
ons to walk, in their own ways, AFs 14.16. 
and thereby gave them perenndi licentiane. 
Thus he hardneth whom he will, Rom. 9.18. 
and hardening in that place imports a 
not giving the mollifying Graces of Faith 
and Repentance, and withal a permiſſion 
of final fia in the Reprobate 3 for it is 
{et in oppoſition to that mercy which be- 
ſtows thoſe mollifying Graces, and there- 
by prevents final ſin 1n the Eled. 

3. It purpoſes to puniſh them with E- 
ternal Damnation for their fin ; and this 
is ſtiled among Divines Pre-damna- 
rion, of Poſitive Reprobation. And 
hence Reprobates are faid to be weſ- 
fels ff wrath , Rom. 9. 22. made for 
the day of Evil, Prov. 16. 4. and of old 
ordained to condemnation, Jude, Ver. 4, 
in the Original we have, « mYAo Toys - 
yee/upgot Es TB7T0 79 vpn, of old fore- 
written or regiſtred to this condemnati- 
on; ferewritten,not (as ſume would have 
it) in Scripture-prophecies, but in the E- 
ternal Decree of God; the ordained Event 
whereof is notably pointed out by the 


& in the Text, To ſay that men are fore- 
written 
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written in aDecree to condemnation is ve- 
ry proper,but to ſay that they are forewrit- 
ten in a Prophecy to condemnation, 13 
very incongruous 3 for a prophecy 1s of an 
Event, and not to it as a Decree is. In 
that place where 'tis ſaid that Chriſt Tg- 
tyedpn, Gal. 3. I. Tegyeon imports not a 
Decree, but a ſetting forth or lively paint- 
ing out of Chriſt; for there is no <© at all 
as 1n the former Text, but oi; x&T 5@0&Auss, 
to whom before the eyes Jelus Chriſt 
was ſet forth. But the plain meaning of 
che former Text is, they were decreed to 
this condemnation, viz, to ſpiritual Judg- 
ments (which the 7z#To ſpecially points 
at) and by conſequence to Eternal Dam- 
nation alſo. 

Now touching this Triple act of Re- 
probation I ſhall enquire . 

1. Whois the Author thereof ? 

2. What are the things decreed there- 
In : 

3. To whom thoſe things are decreed ? 

oo What is the Impulſive Caule there- 
ol ? 

1. Whois the Author thereof ? Even 
theſame great God whois the Author of 
Election; he, who chuſes ſome, patles by 
ethers 3 he, who hath mercy on ſome, 
G 3 hardens 
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hardens others. Graceand Glory are at 
his-aiſpoſe 3 the Keys of Heaven and Hell 
are in his hands alone. In ſome he pre- 
vents final ſin, by the moallifying Graces 
of Faith and Repentance ; others he leaves 
to final {in, actual or at leaſt original. 
Some he raiſes up out of the Hell of their 
Corruption into an Heaven of Glory ; 0- 
thers he tumbles down from one Hell to 
another, from the Hell of Iniquity to the 
Hell of Miſery. This 1s the Almighty 
Potter, who , out of the ſame lump of 
corrupted Mankind, makes one Vellel to 
honour, and another to diſhonour z and 
all the 'while, the earthen Pitcher mult 
not ſtrive with his Maker, or fay, Why 
haſt thou made me thus? but rather haſten 
down 1nto the Abyſs of his own Nullity 
and Pravity, and from thence adore the 
infinite heights of Sovereignty and Equi- 
ty in the Divine Decr _ - "mn 

2. What are the things decreed there- 
in? Theſe I ſhall conſider according to 
the Triple Act thereof? 
By yy for the fir{t Ad of Preterition or 
Non-elettion , the thing decreed is the 
not giving of Grace and Glory tothe Re- 
Ro 

'Irs the not giving of Grace unto 

them, 
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them. Not that there isa preterition of 
them as to all kind of Grace; for Repra- 
bates may be Children of the kingdom , 
Matth. 8. 12. called to the marriage-ſupper, 
Matth, 22. 12, and coming may eat and 
drink in Chriſt's preſence, Lak, 13. 26. they 
may be enlightned and partakers of the holy 
Ghoſt,and taſte the good word of God and the 
powers of the world to come, Hebr. 6. 4, 5. 
and (which is a very high expreſſion)they 
may be ſaid ms4av ds T9 ovoun, to believe 
in the name of Jeſus, Joh. 2. 23. But that 
there is a preterition of them as to the 
To ugdHove t iepuea owmeit, thoſe 
better things which accompany, and by a 
near contiguity touch upon Salvation , 
Heb. 6.9. as to ſuch a precious Faith, 
Love in incorruption, Holineſs of truth, 
Repentance unto life, real and thorough 
Converſion, as are found in the Elect. 
There is not then a preterition as to all 
kind of Grace, no, nor all kind of pre- 
terition as to ſaving Grace ; for God doth 
will the Converſion of Reprobates in a 
double manner. 

I. God wills their Converſion, Yolun- 
fate ſimplicis complacentie 3 Converlion 
even in a Reprobate would make joy in 
Heaven, it would be 7) «v«gigry, grateful 
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and well-pleafing to God 3 if we believe 
him ſwearing by his life, his pleaſure or de- 
light is 302 jn the wicked mans turning, 
Ezek. 33.11. God delights in his Image 
where-ever it be. ' TY IO 
2. Godwills their Converſion Yolunta- 
te virtuali vel ordinativa Mediorums tor 
the right underſtanding whereof I ſhall 
lay down four things. 

I. The proper end and tendency of all 
means 1s to turn men unto God : within 
the Sphere of the Church, ſuch is the end 
and tendency thereof, Why did Chrift 
come but to turn every one from his iniqui- 
ties, As 3.26 2 Why did he preach, but 
that his hearers might be ſaved, Joh.5.34 ? 
Why did the Apoſtle warn and teach 
every man, but to preſent every man per-= 
fe@ in Chriſt, Col. 1. 28? John's Baptiſm 
was © weldvoxv, Hatth. 3.11. Church- 
cenſures were 45 01z09%pv, 2 Cor. 10. &. * 
Even the delivering to Satan was for the 
deſtrudion of the fleſh, 1 Cor. 5. 5. Con- 
verſion is the true Centre of the Means. 
Nay, without the Sphere of the Church, 
the true end and tendency of things 1s 
ſuch, that God might be ſeex in every crea» 
ture, Rom. I. 20. Sought and felt in every 
place, 4Gs 17.27, Witneſſed in every ap 
% | 1 | Ads 
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AFs 14.17. Feared in the ſea-bounding 
ſand, Fer. 5.22. Humbled under in every 
abaſing providence, Dan, 5, 22. Turned to 
in every judgment, Amos 4. 11, Ina word, 
the end and tendency of all God's works 
is that men might fear before him, Eccl. 
3+ 14. The whole World 1isa great Ordi- 
nance, at it 1s in it ſelf, preaching forth 
the power and goodneſs of God who 
made it ; and as it is the unconſumed Stage 
of ſo many crying fins, preaching forth 
the clemency and 'mercy of God who 
ſpares it, and daſhes it not down about 
the ſinners cars. All the goodneſs and 
forbearance of God leads men to repen- 
tance, Rom. 2. 4. That piece of Goſpel 
[beſo confeſſeth and forſaketh his ſins ſhall 
ave mercy ] (cems legible in his patience 3 
for it may be naturally and rationally 
concluded, That that God, who in his 
clemency ſpares men though ſinners, will 
in his mercy pardon them when repentin 
and returning. This 1s the true duct = 
tendency of his patience, even that men 
might turn and repent. | 
2. The tendency of the Means to Con- 
verſion is ſuch , that if men under the 
adminiſtration thereof turn not unto God, 
the only reaſon lies within themlclves, 
10 
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in their own corrupt hearts. If God purge 
and menare not purged, 'tis becauſe there 
#s lewdneſs in their filthineſs , Ezek, 24. 
13. If he would gather, and men are not 
gathered, 'tis becauſe they will not, Matth, 
23. 37. If he ſpread out his hands, and 
mencome not in, 'tis becauſe they are re- 
bellious, Iſai. 65. 2, If he be patient and 
long-ſuffering, and they. repent nat, 'tis 
becauſe of heir hardneſs and impenitent 
heart, Rom. 2.5. The Apoſtle calls the 
heretical Seduoers in his time pſeriSeiNes, 
ſuch as did turn or transfer the grace of 
God from its true end or ſcope, Jud. ver. 
4. And what thoſe Seducers did dodtri- 
nally, that do all finners practically ; fo 
far Grth as they live under the means 
and turn not, they do thereby transfer 
m remove the means from their genuine 
En 
3. God doth by a formal Decree will 
the Means with their tendencies. All Ordi- 
nances are ſealed by the Divine W1ll, and 
go outin its name, and are what they 
are from 1ts Ordination. Without this, 
Means are no longer Means, but mere 
empty names and vain ſhadows, 
| 4. Out of God's formal Decree of the 
Means doth reſult his Virtual Will of un 
on-s 
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Converſion. That God, who doth for«- 
mally will the means with their tenden- 
cies even unto Reprobates, doth virtual- 
ly will their Converſion as the true ſcope 
and end of thoſe Means. Hence 'tis ſaid, 
that Chriſt would have gathered the unbes» 
lieving Jews, Matth. 23.37. and God 
would have all men to be ſaved, 1 Tim. 2, 
4- viz. in reſpect of his Virtual or Ordi» 
native Will. Hence God is brought in, 
wiſhing, 0h! that there were on an heart 
in them, Dent. 5. 29. Oh | that thou hadft 
hearkened to my commandments, Iſai. 48. 
18. And what are theſe withes? Surely 
all the diftuſions of Light, promulgations 
of Laws, expanſions of Goſpel Grace, 
waitings of divine Patience, and fſtriv= 
ings of the holy Spirit are (as I may ſoſay) 
God's O's after Converſion, in as much as 
they have a tendency thereunto 3 and 
God in willing that tendency, doth vir- 
tually will mens return alſo. Excellent 1s 
that of learned Ames; Dews eminenter & 
virtuals quidam ratione eatenus vult ſalu- 
tem homingm, quatenus vocat ipſos ad ſas 
Intem., Thus with this Virtual Will God 
doth will the Converſion of Reprobates, 
But then you'l fay, If fo, God's Will 1s 
iruſtrated ; for Reprobates are never a- 
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Qually converted. TI anſwer, That God's 
Formal Decree 1s only of the Means withe 
their tendencies ; and:therefore is not fru- 
{trated but fulfilled in the actual exhibiti- 
on of ſuch Means. And God's Virtual Will 
(though it be of the Converſion of Re- 
probates) yet in their Non-converſton is 
not fruſtraged, becauſe it is not an abſo- 
Jute but conditional Will, iſs per ipſos 
ſteterit, unleſs their own voluntary cor- 
ruption do impede the Effe&t 5 which in 
Reprobates it'always doth. But you'll 
yet reply, Then God's Will is conditio- 
nal, and by conſequence 1mperfett. To 
which I anſwer with the Judicious Bi- 
ſhop Davenant , That Volitions merely 
conditional agree not with the perfecti- 
on of the Divine Nature; for that were 
to ſuſpend God's Will for a time, and 
then, poſt purificatam conditionem, to make 
it become abſolute. But mixtly-canditi- 
onal Volitions, that 1s, ſuch as are ground- 
ed on ſome abſolute Decree, may be 
allowed : As for Example, that mixt con- 
ditional Decree , That if Cais or Judas 
believe they ſhall be ſaved, is grounded 
on that abſolute Decree, that whoſoe- 
ver believes ſhall be faved. Now this 
Virtual Wil of the Converſion of Re- 
probates 


probates is not purely conditional, buf 
mixtly conditional 3 for 1t reſults out of 
God's abſolute Decree of the Means 
with their tendencies. Wherefore ( not- 
withſtanding theſe Objedttons ) I con- 
clude , That God doth virtually wilf 
the Converſion of Reprobates, ſo far forth 
as the Means have a tendency there- 
_ unto. 

Theſe things being thus laid down 3 
I conceive that the thing decreed in Pre- 
terition or Non-election, is the not gtv- 
ing or working ſaving Grace or thorough 
Converſion in Reprobates, in fuch a fure 
and infuperable way as in the Elect. Re- 
probates have not ſuch intimate in-ſhi- 
ning, efticacious drawing, Law-engraving, 
and heart-opening and melting Grace as 
the Elect. And this not giving or work- 
ing Converſion in ſuch a way, claſhes 
with neither of the aforeſaid Wills. Not 
with the Will of Complacence ; for ſtil! 
if aReprobate did turn or conyert, he 
ſhonld be accepted with God : nor yet 
with the Virtual or Ordinative Will of 
God; for {till Means are Means, and Or- 
dinances are Ordinances, and their true 
end and tendency 1s to turn men unto 
God : I fay their true end 3 for there 18 
a vaſt 
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difference between'an infallible Ordina- 
tion of means for the working of Con- 
verſton in men, and a true Ordination of 
Means for the ſame purpoſe. As to the. 
Ele&, thereis an infallible Ordination of 
Means thereuntozand as to the Reprobate, 
there is a true (though not infallible) Or- 
dination of the ſame. The perfeCtion of 
the Non-ele& Angels was truly ordina- 
ted'to their Perſeverance, but not infal- 
libly. The integrity of Ada in innocen- 
cy was truly ordinated to his continuance 
in Obedience, but not infallibly. Where- 
fore Non-eleQion or Preterition, though 
it ſtand not in conjunction with an 1n- 
fallible Ordination, yet it carries no con- 
tradition to a_ true Ordination of the 
Means. , Notwithſtanding the Decrce of 
Non-ele&ion or Preterition, God may 
ſtill expoſtulate with a Keprobate, as the 
Apoſtle did with the Galatians, Q»is te 
impedivit * Who hindred you from obeying 
the truth, Gal. 5.7 £ Have you not had 
many awakenings of Conſcience , thun- 
drings from the ha Law, woocings from 
the gracious Goſpel, ſtrivings from the 
holy Spirit, and long waitings of infinite 
Parience and Forbeance 3 and all theſe 
to draw you to Repentance ? And what, 
hindred 
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hindred you from turning unto me? What, 
but your own perverſe rebellious heart z 
How often have I called and you wonld 
not hear ? knocked and you would not 
open ? moved and you would not ſtir ? 
offered Chriſt and Heaven and you would 
not accept? And why would you not ? 
Let Conſcience ſay, if it were not for 
ſome baſe indulged luſt; which, when I 
had ſearched after, you have' bid it in 
the ſecret of your heart 3 when I have 
ſtript and laid ittnaked before you, you 
have ſewed Fig-leaves and covered it ; 
when I would have ſlain and crucified it, 
you have ſpared it and laid it in your bo« 
ſom. Well, I cantruly ſay, Peraitio tus 
ex te, thy deſtruFion is from thy ſelf alone 3 
*tis not becauſe thou hadſt' no means of 
Grace 3 *tis not becauſe thoſe Means were 
not ordinated to thy Converſion 3 *ris 
not becauſe thy Converfton ſhould 'not 
have been acceptcd. with me ; no, 'tis 
merely from thy voluntary corruption. 
2.Another thing decreed in preterition 
is the not-giving of Glory unto Repro- 
bates.But this is not ſuch a not-giving,as if 
God would upan no terms at all give Glo- 
ry unto them : No; for the Promiſef bo» 
ſoever belicveth ſhall be ſg11ed] doth both 
import 
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import God's Will, and extend. in gene- 
ral to all, Reprobates as well as others 3 
but it is a not-giving Glory to them in 
ſuch a ſure infallible way as to the Elect. 
Heaven is ſeriouſly offered to the Repro- 
bates, and offered upon the very. ſame 
terms as to the Elect; but here lies the 
difference : God gives ſpecial Effeual 
Grace to the Ele&, cloaths them in the 
fine linnen of righteouſneſs, wakes then: 
meet for the inheritance in light, Col.1.12. 
works them for this very thing, 2 Cor. 5.5; 
and at laſt cauſes them to arrive fafe at 
Heaven. But thus he deals not with Re- 
probates;, for he leaves them without that 
Eftectual Grace which infallibly leads to 
Glory. Os "0" EK, 
| 2. As to the ſecond Ad of Reproba- 
tion, viz, the permiſſion of final ſin, the 
thing decreed 1s double. _ 
1. The permiſtion of fin in Reprobates. 
. 2, The permiſſion of the Finality of 
1. The permiſſion of ſin in them 4s de- 
creed. Now what is this permiſſion ? 
"Tis not an Ethical permiſſton, as if they 
might fin by a Law 3 for this were to un» 
fin fin, *Tis not a mere dreaming Specu- 


lation, as the ſleeper ſuffered Tares UL0Y 
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the Wheat; for divine Providence never 
{lumbers nor (leeps. Tis neither a ſimple 
Volition, for then God would hinder fig- 
ful aQtions from coming into being z.nor 
yeta {imple Volition,for-then Godſhould 
be the -Cauſe and Author of fin;. "Tis 
not ſuch a permiſtion of.ſin,- as if Kepro» 
bates had no femora's| at.all in their :ſig- 
ning 3 for every beam of Light, item-1a 
Conſcience, rod of Affliction, ſtrivingof 
the holy Spirit, and particle of (holy 
Means is a kind of impediment caſt.4n 
their perverſe way, But Permiion:isan 
A& of Providence iſluing forth from, God, 
not as he'is a righteous 'Legiſlator,-- but.as 
he is the ſupreme Rettor -and Proviſor, 
moderating inall Events. Hence the Scri- 
pture owns God's miſſzon in Foſeph's ſale, 
Gen. 45. 5. Gods commilſuon in. Ahab's ſts 
dufion, 1 Kings 22.22, God's bidding in 
S himei's Curſing, 2.84m. 16,11; and God's 
hand ad  connſel in Chriſt's crucifixion. 
As 4. 28. More particularly; 'tis fach 
an Act of Providence as carries with it, 
Firſt, an Adminiſtration of ſuch objedts 
and circumſtances-, which are good in 
themſelves;, yet occaſionally like Achan's 
galden Wedge draw out mens corrupti« 
on into at ; Then a ſuſpenſion or non« 
F H donation 
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dottation' of ſach - Grace and Means a# 
world effectually -and de faFo prevent 
the commiſſion of fin ; Next,an'aQual con- 
currence of the Holy One to the Mates» 
rial Act or Entity of fin, though not in 
the leaſt Meaſure to the anomy or linful- 
neſs. thereof; ' And withal a bounding firs 
m- its meaſure and duration, and orders 
mg ſin to his own Glory. Thus God per- 
mits ſm, and permits it Volent : for none 
will fay that he-doth it Nolent; theres 
fore al] muſt ſay, that he doth it Volent. 
And itraltthis, neither can the Reprobate 
ery out of hard: meaſure ; for in the ſame 
manner God permits the fins of the Ele& : 
Norcan the leaſt blot light upon the holy 
One;- for which of all theſe may he not 
jiſtly'do? May not he marſhal objects? 
Then' he may do nothing in his own 
World. Not ſo much as proclaim his 
Eaw 3 for fin will take occafion thereby : 
No, -nor his Goſpel neither ';- for Grace 
wilt be turned mto wantonneſs. May 
nt he ſuſpend his Efficacitous Grace ? 
Ther Grace is' not his own 3 bat if it be, 
by what Eaw is he bound to give 1t? If 
there be no fach Law, why may he not 
fuſpend it 2 Bat if there be, how can he 
permit fin , ſeeing he is bound to x -w 
| | ue 
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fach Grace a as will actually prevent it FBut 
you'l ſay,” Permiſhon, is,no ſuch ſafpenſt- 
on of Gra ce, but 2 leavin Hog mat in manu 
conſiliz 3 A dimiſſion of ini t6 hjs 6wn 
Genius ar a of Wilt; If 1o, they how 
doth God, ſinder fin.?, "Both he it lnt- 
dring fig. offer violence tor taan' $ Liberty, . 
as in per FA: ithe leaves, him thereun- 
to? Sure if Bod hitidef 1 It, it milk be 
by God $8 d. of Grace' or. other : ghd 
therefote if he permit it, it muſt 'be©by* 
ſome ſuſpenſion of, Grace, 'Oor not at all. 
But to go on. . May not he; coticytr''t 
Mo BL: A8 of. (i Mer x Theh how mac 

otion is there independent from the 

firſk Mover 2. ow much Entity. is there 
ingeppdeny, f om the Being of Beings? 

= not alſo the great Clock of the Worlt 
mage aloge without the Everlaſting Arms, 

all t jj Creature-wheels therein' go 
Kg without any touch of Providence? 
Laſtly ; ; If God did not bound in, wortld 
nat. thas Mofal Mouſter ſoon 'deyvour alt 
Religion ant Homapit # 4 And if he did 
not order 1 It. fo, "his © own Glor\ how thouſd,; 
Light Same out of Datkbef,” ind Order! 
ouk of Confuffoas ? In. -word : God in 
great, Wildp pn, permits the folly of fin; 
Ig providential power the weakneſs there-' 
H a of 3 
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of ; and in unſpotted purity the pollutions 
thereof, | | gk 

2. The ſecond thing decreed 1s the 
permiſſion of fins Finality ;- and this is the 
Critical difference between the Ele& and 
Reprobate. God permits fin in the. E- 
left, but fins Finality only inthe Repro» 
bate. Now how doth God permit fin's 
Finality, but by that blinding and hard» 
ning of Reprobates, which is ſo frequent 
in Scripture? But how doth he blind 
and harderr them? Not by infuſing the' 
leaſt drop of malice into their hearts ; 
No, darkneſs may ſooner iffue fromthe 
Sun, than blindneſs from the Father of 
Lights 3 and drought may ſooner ttfye' 
from the Seca, than hardneſs. from, the Fa- 
ther of Merctes: but he doth. jt 10 a double 
manner. ; 

1. Deſerendo, or by way .of Negation. 
Dititur Dew (auth St Auſtin) excecare 
quando, non illuminat, indirare quando 
10n emollit, Every Reprobate is born 
with a Veil upon. his Eyes, and a Stone in 
his heart ; and in that condition God 
Ie ves. him, not imparting fo him ſuch 

ightning and mollifying Grace as he 
doth-unto the_Ele(t, Not ſuch calight- 
ning Grace 3 and hence Reprouares 

els 
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are'called blizded ones, Rom. 11. 7. not 
ſach mollifying Grace, and hence they” 
are called herdened ones, Rom. 9.18, In 
this Negative blinding and hardening, 
doth properly and formally confiſt the 
Permiſſion of final fin. For as God doth 
impede Final fin in the Ele&, by irradia- 
ting and ſoftning them by his Grace 3 ſo 
he doth permit Final fin in the Repro- 
bate by not irradiating and ſoftning them 
thereby. 

2. Juditando; or by way of penal in- 
flition. After many rebellions againſt 
light, God at laſt gives men up to 4 re- 
probate mind, - void of all ſpiritual judg- 
ment 3 #0 «fat heart, void of all ſpiritual 
ſenſe 5 Jo @ ſpirit of ſlumber, ſuch as 
wakes not under 'the loud calls and 
roaring judgments of Heaven 3; to a 
TVecis,'a brawny hardneſs and ſenfleſs 
obduration , ſuch as feels nothing , no 
not the weighty mountains of fin and 
wrath lying on the ſoul. And this he 
doth partly by a tradition to Satan, who 
rules in darkneſs and hardneſs, and hath 
a wonderful art to promote and aggra- 
vate both theſe in the children of difobe- 
dience; partly by a giving them up to 
their own luſts, which are the moſt tn- 
3 timate 
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timate Devils of all, and\by deprees put 
aut: the eyes, and obſtinate / the hearts 
of men ; partly by preſenting ſuch ob- 
jects as occaſionally prove. ſnares and 
ſtumbling blocks to them, Hence we, 
find; in Scripture 4a» enſnaring table ,j 
P/al. 69. 22. 4 deſtroying proſperity, Prov; 
I. 32. 4 fin-irritating Law, Rom. 7. 8. 
4 death-ſavouring Goſpel, 2 Cor. 2,16. ar 
enraging adverſity, ſuch as makes them like 
a wild bull in a net, Iſai. JI. 20. with 
many more like providences, Which oc- 
calionally harden and blind men into fur» 
ther degrees, of ſin and wickedneſs, Now 
this Judicial hardning and: blinding, 18 
neither to be found in all Reprobates, 
but-in the grand Rebels 5 gor yet only, 
jn Reprobates, but inthe Ele&, at _ 
ſome of them., Hence that out-cry, 0 
Lord ! Why haſt thou made ws to, err from 
thy ways, and hardened our hearts from thy 
fear? Tſai. 63.17, Only here 1s the dit- 
terence 3 this Judicial blinding and hard- 
ning in the Elect 1s bur partial's; all thg 
holy light is not out, all ſpiritual ten- 
derneſs is not gone. Wherefore 1n that 
place they groan after a return z but in 
the Reprobate it is more total, Again, 
jn'the Ele it is but fog a times; through 
auxiliary 
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auxiliary Grace . the cloſed eyes will o» 
pen again, the ſtony heart- will melt a» 
gain. bur 1n the Reprobate it is final, the 

arkne(s 1s upon them till they:come to 
utter darkneſs, the ftone is in them till 
they come to helliſh obſtinacy. Where- 
fore in them 'tis a kind of ſealing.up of 
Damnation. Negative blinding and hard- 
ning ſuffiges to the permiſhon of final 
{in, but Judicial is an earneſt of final per- 
dition, 

3. As to the thud Act of Reprobation, 
the thing decreed is Eternal Damnation 5 
hence Reprobates are ſaid to be mgde for 
the day of evil. Neither can any man doubt 
that there is ſuch a Decree; for God doth 
actually condemn them in time, and both 
Reaſon tells us,that whatſoever God doth, 
even in his judgments, he doth it Volent 
and Scripture tells us, that whatſoever he 
doth, he doth it according to the coun» 
fel of his own Will z wherefore both af 
ſure us that there is ſuch a Decree. But 
you'l ſay, Doth not that Promiſe | who- 
ſoever believeth ſhall be ſaved '] both im- 
pore God's Will, and extend even to 
Reprobates, and how then can God de- 
cree their Damnation 2? Which way can 
both theſe Wills ftand together in the 
H 4 heart 
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heart of God ? I anſwer; 'Tis true that 
the Promiſe doth both import' God's 
Will, .and extend to Reprobates 3 never- 
thele(s it very well conſiſts with the De- 
cree of Damnation, and this will appear 
by a double diſtinction. 

I. Let us diſtinguiſh the Deerees of 
God : Some of them are merely produ- 
&ive of Truths, others are defimtive of 
Things which ſhall actually exiſt. The 
firſt are accompliſhed in connexions, the 
laſtin events. To clear it by Scripture 
inſtances : The Decree, that David (ſhould 
be King of Iſrael , was definitive of a | 
thing 3 but the Decree, that if San! o- 
beyed, his Kingdom ſhould have continu- 
ed, 18am. 13. 13. 1s but productive of a 
truth, The Decree that David ſhould 
not be delivered up by the men of Kez- 
lah, was dctinitive of a thing 3 but the 
Decree, that if he had ſtaid there they 
would have delivered him up, 1 Sexe. 23. 
12. Was but produdtive of a truth. * The 
Decree,that Jeruſalem (hould be burntwith 
fire, was definitive of a thing ; but the 
Degree, that if Zedekiah did go forth ta 
the King of Babylon it ſhould not be burnt, 
fer. 38. 17, was but productive of a truth. 
Moreover, that there are Decrees detini- 
tive 
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tive of things.is proved by-theeventsz that 
there areDecrees produttive of truths, is 
proved by the connexions 3 if there be 
no ſuch connextons, how 1s the - Scripture 
verified ? but if there be, how are theſt 

things connected ? There is no qannidl 
connexion between Sax[s Obedience and 
his Crown, David's ſtay and the Keilites 
treachery, Zedekiah's out-going and Fern 
ſalems firing : wherefore theſe connext- 
ons do flow out of God's Deecrees as pro» 
dudive of truths.- Now to apply this di- 
ſtintion to our preſent purpoſe : The 
Decree of damning the Reprobate for 
final - fin is definitive of a thing 3 but 
the Decree imported in the general Pro+ 
miſe, is but produdtive of a truth, vis. 
That 'there is an upiverſal connexion be- 
tween Faith and Salvation ; ſach a con- 
nexion, that Reprobates themſelves, if 
Believers, ſhould be ſaved. Now theſe 
two Decrees may very well ſtand toge- 
ther 3 for Decrees definitive of events 
contradi& not .Decrees productive of 
truths; unleſs the event in the one De- 
cree contradi& the truth in the other. 
Wherefore if (which is not) there were 
a Decree of damning Reprobates,whether 
they did believe or not, 1t could not _ 
| wit 
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with the general Proanyſe 5 for the event 
of that Decree would contradi&t the 
truth of the Promiſe. . But the Decree 
(ſuch as indeed it is) of damning Reprg- 
bates for final fin, may well conſiſt with 
the general Promiſe ; for the event of 
that Decree no way crolles the truth of 
the Promiſe. Reprobates are damned for 
final fin, that's the event of one Decree 
and Reprobates,it Believers,ſhall be ſaved, 
that's the truth of another : both which 
may well canfilt together. 
2. Letugdiſtinguiſh the bjeds of theſe 
Decrees ; the objects ſtand not under the 
ſame qualifications as to both of them. 
The _— of Salvation upon Goſpel 
terms reſpects men as lapſed finners; but 
the Decree. of everlaſting damnation re- 
ſpets them as. final ' ſinners z,, and ſo there 
is no 1nconliſtency between them. | 
Thus much by way of Anſwer to the 
Objection : Yet withal, before I paſs on 
to the next thing, ſuffer me a little ta 
ſtand and adore the ſtapendious Abyis of 
the Divine Decrees. The EleG arrive at 
Heaven, yet by the way. ſee Hell flaming 
in the Threataing 3 the Reprobate fink 
to Hell, yet by the way ſee Heaven open- 
ing in the Promiſe, The Ele 009908 
ve 
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live and die in.fin, but. they. will be. { 
gladio; the Reprobates cannot repent 4 
return, but they -will; be \ſub corona, 
Tremble, work and watch, O Satats, fox 
the holy One thunders >gut. from Heas 
ven in that ſacred Sentence, If you. live 
after the fleſh. you ſball die, Repent, return 
and belieye, O Sinners, for the Divine 

* Philanthropy. wooes you'in thoſe .xeal 
undiſſembled. Offers of Mercy , Whoſoe« 
wer believes ſhall be ſaved 3 Who cever yo 
Jakes his ſins ſhall fi fas mercy. Here, O 
here, is TAvrouiuAQg- gia, the manifold 
wiſdom of God; a fit reſerve for the A 
calypſe of the Judgment day,whoſe clear 
light will diſplay theſe wonderful conft- 
ſtencies Before men and Angels. 

3. Having diſpatched the things de- 
creedin Reprobation, I procede to-ſpeak 

5 dof theperſons to whom. theſe things are 

| decreed 3 z and herel ſhall-conſfder. 

1. What they are for Quantity. 

2, What they are for Quality. 

I. What are they for Quantity ? they 
are cegtain individual Perſons. As fome 
certain individual perſons are choſen, fo: 
" gthersare paſled by ; as ſomeafe by name 
w i the Book' of 'Life , ſo. others are by 

name left out of it, There is a'great dif- 
ference 
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ference between the Reprobation of fin 
and the Reprobation of finners : the Re- 
probation of {in ues from the Sandtity 
and Holineſs of God's Will ; but the 
Reprobation of finners iſſues from the 
Sovereignty and Juſtice thereof. The Re- 
bation of fan is univerſzl, and without 
any diftin&ion of perſons ; God hates ſin 
where-ever it be, be it in bis awn belov- 
ed Jedidiahs, "tis an abominable thing,ſuch 
as his ſoul abhorys : but the Reprobation 
of ſinners is particular ; Eſa and not Jacob 
was hated; Jxdas and not Peter was a Son 
of perdition. Indeed he that denies par- 
ticular Reprobation, muſt by neceſlary 
conſequence deny particular 'EledQion 3 
and he that aſſerts an EleQion "of ſome 
mdividual perſons, doth, i» eodem rationis 
fgno, aflert a Reprobation of others. 
2, Whatarethey fot Quality ?Ianfwer 
in two particulars, 

1, Reprobation, as to the firſt and ſe- 
cond As thereof, viz. Preterition,” and 
Permiſſion of final ſin, reſpets them as ly- 
ing in the corrupt Maſs. This appears 
by thoſe Names and Titles whereby Re+ 
probation "is ſet forth and deſcribed in 
Scripture : there 'tis hatred, and God 
hates none but ſinners 3 '#% — 
an 
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and God hardens none but.ſuch as arein 
4 corrupt eftate 5 'ti abjeFion or caſting 4+ 
way, and God doth not caſt away an up- 
right one, .or a man ſtanding in integrity s 
tis, not krtowing, and God knows and 
approves every linle(s creature ; *tis, nor 
ewing mercy, and that ſuppofes men'tq 
te in a ſtate of miſery, ,or elſe they are 
not capahle'of mercy, or the denial there- 
of. WhereforeI conceive that in Preter- 
ition, and Permiffion of final. fin, men are 
confidered as lying in a corrupt and 'un- 
done Condition. | gue 
\ 2. Reprobatian, as to its, third 'Aﬀ} 
viz, the decreeing of Damnation, reſpects - 
them as final ſinners. 'Tis true ; every 
fin, as fin, '18 in it (elf intrinſecally mert- 
torious of Damnation 3 but throngh Gos 
ſpel Grace in Jeſus Chriſt, no ftn but fuch 
as is final, doth afually produce Darn: 
nation. God condeqins riane bur for f- 
nal fin, and decrees to condemn none but 
forit. Thoſe veſlels of wrath »&ign- 
Cn ts dna, Joo to deſtruGiox , 
Roer.g.22, are(asT takeit') final finners 
only. Great 'fmhers may. be. veſſels of 
Mercy, and repent unto'Life Ecernal 3 bat 
final finners'ate ' v« flels of Wrath and fits 
ted to deſtruQtion. God fivears by His 
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nate on him ay a final ſinner, there is no 
fach obſtruction atall, Wherefore I con- 
1 | od condemns none, but 
for. final, fin; ſo. he decrees to condemn | 
pong but for the ſame 3 and by conſe- . 
creereſpets them un js | 

1s, they, are, firſt, coplt- 


b 


Damnation reſpegs the 
vers... or that thqy, were cg idered, as Juc. 
| antecedently to that Decree : for = 

| avecs 


of Gods Decreeof Reprobation. T's 
fives' none but final: believers, and des 
crees 'to ſave none but fach 5 yer front 
thence it follows 'ttot, ' that the Decree 
of Salvation reſpedts thetiy as final Beliey= 
ers, or that they were conſidered as ſuch 
antecedent! t0 that Decree': for(as hath 
been' laid down before) Faith and Salva« 
tion are comprized in Ar and the ſame 
Decree ; and therefore there is no arite« 
cedency of Faith to Salvation in the very 
"Fth but ohly1 in the execution there- 
© 

Anſw. To which Objeftion | anſwer, 
That betweet the two Caſesthere/& # 

riple difference, which (if conſidered) 
make it appear, that the conſe uence 
which fails tn the one caſe.doth hold good 
tn the other. , 

r, Theſe two Propofitionis [God 46 
crees to ſave none but tinal Belieyers,and; 
God decrees to damn none but final Sin 
ners] muſt be taken in 2 different me 
mg, When wefay, God decrees.to fave 
fone bur final: Believers, the -meaning ix 
nor, final Beftevers fo preconſidered an- 
tecedently to that Decree; forFaithand 
Salvation ar comprized in ohne Decree 
but” final ' "Betis eltevers ſo 'to be made by 
force of that Decree, Bur when we ty, 
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God decrees to damn none but final. Sur 
ners, the meaning 1s not, final Sinners (a 
to be made by force of that Decree ; for 
God's Decree makes no.man a final Sin- 
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tecedently to that Decree, . Wherefore, 
from that Propoſition, | God decrees to 
fave none [but final Believers] it cannot 
be concluded that the Decree of. Salyati- 
on reſpets them as final Believers : but 
(becauſe of, the ,diſterent; meaning) from 
f that other Propoſition, [God decrees to 
| damn none but final Sinners] it may. be 

” rightly concluded, that. the Decree of 
Damnation. reſpe(ts them as final Sinners... 
. 2, There is an immediate conta&t be- 
tween Grace and Glory ; hence theſe 
two fnay very aptly be comprized in ane 
Decree, and if fo, final Faith is not pre- 
conſidered, to the Deeree of Salvation. 
But-between Preterition or Permiſſion of 
Ga.and Damnation there 1s. no immediate 
| contad 3 for the Act of the Creature, even 
/  - his. final fin, comes between : hence Pre» 
terition or . Permiſſion and Damnation 
cannot (according to oupunderſtanding) 
be congruouſly:comprized in.aue Decree 
but in- difina Decrees.;, and; if iq fioal 
ſig is preconſidered to the Decree of Dam- 

36) | nation 5 
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ner 3 but final Sinners ſo preconſidered an- 
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nation. For no ſooner doth the Decree 
of Preterition and Permiſſion paſs*in the 
divine. Will; bat therein, as in a Glafs, 
there is a Preſcience of final Sin 3 and 
therenpon paſles the Decree. of Darina- . 
tion. But you't ſay 5 Neither is there 
fach an immediate contact between Grace 
and Glory, as you alert ; for between 
the donation of Grace and Glory the 
at of the Creature, vize final Faith, doth 
intervene. I anſwer; 'Tis true, it doth 
intervene, but as a fruit or effect of that 
Donation; it doth. intervene, but that 
Donation hath a Cauſal influence and 
attingency into the. Creatures Ad, and 
its Perſeverance : wherefore it ſo inters 
venes as not to break the immediate con- 
tact in the leaſt meaſure. But between 
Preterition - or Permifftion and Damnati- 
on the Creatures AQ, viz. final Sin; doth 
1ntervene, . not as an effect of Preterition 
or Permiſſhon, but as. a fruit of man's cor 
rupted and depraved Will ; and that in- 
tervention- cannot ſtand with an imme- 
diate contat; Wherefore there being di- 
{tin Decrees, firſt Preterition and Per- 
miſſton are decreed, and then (upor! the 
preſciente of final Sin) Damwition, 


3- The third _ is that of the” | 
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Apoſtle, * The wages of ſor is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal ker Feſas Chrifs 
our Lord,Rom.6.23. Eternal Life is'a gift 
freely given ; therefore the conſtderation 
of final Faith isnot a prerequitite to the 
Decree of Salvation : But Death is wages 
exatted by the intrinſecal merit of $1n, 
and paid only to a final Sinnerz there» 
fore the confiderationof final fin is a pre» 
requiſite to the«Decree' of 'Damnation 5 
without that conſideration I fee not how 
It can be decreed: as Wages, But you'l 
fay, Is not Eternal Lite alſo a Reward of 
Faith and Holineſs? and how then can 
that be decreed as a Reward yvithout a 
preconſideration of theſe ? I anſiper ; E+ 
ternal Life is a Reward, but tis a Reward 
of pure Grace, /tis Grace upon Grace, 
glorifying Grace upon ſanctifying z there- 
fore tothe Decrecing thereof, as a' Re- 
ward, it ſuftices that it be deereed to Be- 
kevers and: Saints. Not Beheversand Saints 
{o preconfidered to. that Decree 3 for 
Grace and Glory (being both mere gifts, 
and gifts of immediate contadt ) are com- 
prized .in one Decree 3 but Behevers and 
Saints fo to be made by force of that De- 
cree, and ſo to be made before they wear 
The 47 I his 1s — the des 
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ing of a Reward fo ery gratuitols. 
But in Ftetnal Death there is nothing at 
all gratuitous; all is mere wages wg pay 
for Sin, Sin doth really acid tntrnſecally 
merit it. Wherefore Eternal death,” as 
ſach wages, is decreed' only to final Sin- 
hers. Not final Sinners ſb to be made by 
force of God's Decree, for that mikes'no 
man a final Sinner 5 but final Sinners /fo 
preconfigered to the Decree of. Daninati- 
6n : for, without that preconfiderition, 
it is not,as I conceive,decrecable: wn 2 
or. pay due ynto rheyp. 

- Toſtut up this potnt ina word.” TOY 
probarion, as tothe Decree ' of Preteriti- 
on and Permiſſion,  reſpeFs men as tapfed 
Sinners 3 and as to the Decree of 'Dam- 
nation, refpects them as final Sinncts. 

4. What is the Impulſive Cauſe of Re- 
probation ?' To which T make anſiver, © | © 
" I. As for theDecree of Preteritiot'and 
Permiſſion of final Sin, it is from God's 
Will,as cloathed with fapreme Sovereign- 
ty. God paſlcth by and hardnethwhom 
he will, This appears in two particulars, 
,. I. Firſt, God doth not give ſo muchas 
the Golpel-nicans unto ſome men.” He 


Wuffered all ngtions to walk in their wn 


wayi,Ats 14:16, Some {in nd periſhwiktsd 
I 2 out 
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out Law or Goſpel ; all the Law they 
have45.the dark glimmering of Nature , 
and all the Goſpel they have is the pati- 
enceand goodne(s of God leading to Re« 
pentance. The Sun, Moon and Stars are 
divided toall nations, Dent. 4. 19. but Je- 
ſas' Chriſt, a Sun of infinite light and luſtre, 
ſhines in a narrower NS on the earth 
than. the finite: Sun 3 the Moen is leſſer 
than the Earth, the viſible Church than 
the World of Men.. The Apoſtles, thoſe 
Stars of light, nit zot ſhine in Aſia and 
Bithynia, AGs 16. 6,7. By. what way 18 
this Evangelical. Light parted? Surely by 
the divine WilLalone ; the difference 1s 
not fromthe worthineſs or unworthineſs 
of men : for thoſe'in Aſa and Bithynia 
were as good ;as. others. Chrilt was ma- 
nifeſted to a Thief, and not to a Socrates 
or Plato. Rebellious Tſracl hath the light 
of the Word in it, and a. more flexible. 
Nation, which would hearken thereunto, 
wants it, Ezck, 3. 6,7. Impenitent Cora- 
zin and Beth/aida have a viſible Deity be» 
fore them in Chriſt's Miracles, when poop 
Tyre and Sidon, much nearer to Repen- 
tance, hath-it not, datth. 11.21, In all 
which the ſovereign Will of God is to. 
begdored 3 for that is it which divideth 
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between the Light and the Darkneſs. 
2. In the Viſible Church, the Orb of 
Goſpel-light, God doth not give faving 
Grace unto all, 'Tis true, the mercy of 
God is ſo immenſe, that all the fins' of 
men are but as the drop of the bucket to 
it; the Blood of God 1s ſo meritorious, 
that all the crimſon Crimes in the World 
are as nothing to it 3 and the Spirit of 
God is ſo almighty, that all the chains of 
hardneſs and unbelief fall off before his 
converting Grace. Nevertheleſs this 1m- 
menſe Mercy doth not pardon all ; this 
meritorious Blood doth not waſh all ; nor 
this almighty Spirit doth not convert all 
unto God. Oh the wonderful Abyſs of 
the divine Counſel ! All men naturally lie 
in bloody pollution, and God faith to one, 
Live, and not to another 3 all are as it 
were one entire Rock of obſtinacy againſt 
God, and he calls Abraham's children out 
of one part of the Rock, and leaves all 
| the reſt tobe Rock (till. All are dead in 
fins and treſpaſles, nay, and ſealed up in 
their Graves with a ſtone of hardneſs and 
unbelief ; and one Grave-ſtone is rolled 
away, and the dead under it raifed up by 
almighty Grace, and not another. Ex- 
ternal Revelation is all over the Church, 
I 3 why 
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why is n6t the inward holy Undtion © 
too.? The Goſpel ſounds ih every Ear, 
why donot all hear and learn of the Fa- 
ther > The Goſpel calls and. knocks at e- 
very door, why ate not the Demonſtra» 
tions of the Spirit, ahd the. drawings of 
the Father in every heart > The Goſpel 
ſaysin general, Whoſoever will,may take 
'the Water of Life freely, why doth not 
God work the Will in all? Why are any 
dimilſi libero avbitrio, left to the miſetable 
ſervitude of their own free Will? Here 
there 18 no other reſolution but that of the 
Apoſtle, He will have jercy on whom he will 
have mercy, and whom he will he hardneth ; 
and beyond this we can only wonder, and 
in quodam mentis exceſſu cry out, Oh the 
Hyoueh. Li. 4. depth ! Cur has illi operetur 
_* (faithSt. Aſtin) i//i non oper 

retur, metuenten me CO trementem judicia 
ejus inſcrutabilia & incomprehenſtbili# nos» 
lo interroges, quia quod lego credo & res» 
vereor,non autem diſcutio. And, Ne dicas 
Deo interrogando, Bne et voluntas tua £ 
fed tremendo, Fiat voluntas tua, And 4s» 
gain 3 Poſſet Dexs (ſaith heof wicked men) 
ipſorum poluntatem in bonum convertere, 
quoniam Omnipotens eſt 3 poſſet plane, chr 
ergo non fecit? quiq noluit 5 cur udinerit £ 
penes 
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penes,ipſumeſt. If there were any thing 
extra Dear moving him to the Decree of 
Preterition and Permiffion, it muſt needs 
be fin, either Ortgtnal or Actual, or final 
Impeniteacy and Infidelity therein but 
none of all thefe moved God therewnto : 
Not Original fin; for this is the conimon 
blood wherein all men, Ele& as-well as 
Reprobate, lie by nature. And this is 
St. Ambroſe's Mirum , touching Infants 
Ubi aftis non offendit, ubi 
arbitrium non reſiſtit, abi ea- 
dem miſeria, fimilis imbecilli- 
tas, canſa COmmunis eſt, non ununm eſſe de 
tanta parilitate judicems, quales reprobat ab- 
dicatio,tales adoptat Flefio, Indeed Ori- 
ginal Sin makes all men reprobable ; for 
all are by nature Children of wrath, Franſ- 
greſlors from the womb, - an unclean and 
corrupt Seed, lying in bloody and abo- 
minable pollution ; fit and worthy to be 
put away from the holy One as droſs, 
and for ever to be calt out into utter 
darkneſs : but 1t makes no mana Repro- 
bate; for the Ele are as deep in this filthy 
mire as. others. Nor yet doth Actual ſn 
do it; for Jacob was loved and Fſan has» 
ted before «they had done good or evil. 
Artaxerxes decreed that Jeruſalem ſhould 
| I 4 nat 
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not be built again,- becauſe upon ſearch 
of his Records he found that it had been 
arebellious City, Ezre 4. t9, 21. Should 
God have founded his Decree of Preter- 
1ti90n.and Non-eleCtion on a Preſcience of 
humane Rebellion, the holy City of the 
Church had never þeen built, nor the di- 
vine Image ever repaired therein : All 
men had eternally lay as Sodom and Go- 
#orrahb 1n the duſt and rubbiſh of 4dam's 
Fall, with a line of ſpiritual canfufion 
ſtretched upon them. Who is there that 
lives and fins.not > What man on earth 
hath not rebelled, and vexed God's holy 
Spirit 2 Even little Infants rebelled i vos 
luntate Ade; and beſides frbeciVitas mem 
brorum infantiliuns innocens eſt, non aui- 
mus infantium. Neither yet doth final 
Impenitency and Infidelity doit for there 
is no fina] Impenitency and Infidelity but 
ſach as is permitted ; and permitted it is 
not, but out of the Decree of Preteriti- 
on and Permiſſion 3 wherefore that De- 
cree Cannot be cauſed thereby. Final 
Impenitency and Infidelity may be conſt- 
dered two ways 3 either as being in aftu- 
al exiſtence, or elſe as foreſeen by the di- 
vine Preſcience; but neither way doth it 
cauſe the Decree of Preterition and Per- 
| 259: | miſſion, 
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miſſion, but preſuppoſe the ſame. Not as it 
1s maCtual exiſtence for final Impeniten 
& Infidelity come into being afterPermiſht- 


on;and Permiſfion flows out of the Decree 


wherefore final Impenitency and Infideli- 
ty coming after .Permifſion;' are not the 
Cauſe of the Decree out of which Permil- 
fioa doth iſſue. © Nor yet as it is foreſeen 
by the divine Preſcience 3 for the Decree 
of Preterition and Permifhon 1s that ve 


_ Glaſs wherein final Impenitency and Infi-. 
_ delity are foreſeen: for had God made no 


Decree of Preterition and Permiſhon, he 
had ſeen all men repenting and believing; 
as the fruit of his effetual Grace untoall z 
had' he 'made that Decree univerſally 
touching all, he had ſeen no man repent- 
ing and: believing. Wherefore final Im- 
penitency and Infidelity, as foreſeen, do 
not cauſe but preſuppoſe the Decree. In 
a word ; I conclude, That the Decree of 
Preterition and Permiſſion doth merely 
depend upon the ſupreme and ſovereign 
Will of God. Neither is there any colour 

of Injuſtice in all this; for 
I. Non-ele@io (as Snares hath it) non eff 
pena, ut culpam prerequirat;, ſed eft que» 
dam negatio gratuiti beneficii, quod Deas 
wt ſupremus Dominus negare poteſtk, God 
| may 
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niay do what he will with his owng 
Election ( the primnm indebitnm ) is God's 
own, therefore he may paſs by whom he 
pleafeth - the holy Spirit (the fountain of 
all Faith and Repentance) is God's own, 
therefore tt may breath only where it liſts, 
All Souls and Graces are God's own ; 
therefore he may infale or not infuſe 
Graces into: Souls «ad placitam. Neither 
5 it imaginable that God. ſhould be ob- 
liged to give reſtituent Grace to fallen q 
Man, when he was not obliged to give 
cti{todient Grace to the innocent An» 
* gels, If Faith and Repentance are the 
gifts of God, may he not ſuſpend them? 
If he be bound to give them, why 1s there 
# peradventure put upon ſome mens Re-+ 
pentance, 2 7:m.2.25 2 Why 4 cannot up- 
on ſome mens Faith, John1 2. 39? Why 4 
perhaps upon ſome mens Forgiveneſs, 4s 
8.222 Why aforbidding ypon the means 
of Grace, As 16.6? Why a manifeſta- 
tion to diſciples and not tothe world, Joh. 
I4.222 Why a Revelation to babes and 
rot to the wiſe and prudent, Matth.11.25, ? 
In ſhort 3 God's Eleqion muſt be either 
arbitrary or neceſlary ; If neceflary, how is 
his Ele&ion free? IF arbitrary, how is Non«+ 
election unjuſt 2 The donation of Fajch 
an 
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and Repemance muſt be Grace or Debt3 
If Debt,why is-not the Veil off from every 
Eyes and the Stone out of-every Heart ? 
Why is not Grace as commdgn as Nature, 
and-Saintſhip as'Humanity ? Bur if Grace, 
then where it is conferred, it is freely 
conferred out of felf-moving mercy 5 and 
where it is denied, it is juſtly denied ous 
of unaccountable ſovereignty. 

2. In the Permiſſjon of final fin there is 
much of Sovereignty, but nothing of In» 
juſtice 5 the great God is «bjolutns faber 
ſue permiſſionisz he could let legions of An- 
gels at once drop out of Heaven into Hells 
he could let innocent 4daw(as rare a piece 
as he was) break himſelf all to ſhivers by 
a fall; ard what may he noe permit ſin» 
ful Worrtsto do? What are Creatures to 
bim? If they mifcarry, how many thous 
fand thouſand Worlds are there in the 
boſom of his Omnipotence ? If he ſuffer 
all Nations to walk in their own ways, 
he doth but let a drop fall off the Bucket, 
or a \ſnall dnſt fly off the ballancez he 
doth but leave Vanity to its own lightneſs, 
and a Lxaſj-nothing to its own nullity 
and defectibility. '1t he ſuffer finfal Man 
td runinto fin, and that finally, he doth 
but leaye the Dog tohis own vomit, the 
| Swine 
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Swine to his own mire, the Viper to his 
own poylon, a corrupted piece of old 4- 
dam to aft ox 7% i8o!, out of his own, 
as'the Expreſfion is, Joh. 8. 44. He doth 
but let the fountain' of blood flow out, 
the corrupt fleſh putrifie,the vitious womb 
of concupiſcence conceive and bring forth, 
and the depraved Will of man forge out 
its own iniquities, and fetter and intangle 
it ſelf with the cords and bonds of its 
own voluntary, rebellionsz and what In- 
Suſtice can be in all this? eſpecially feeing 
this Permiſſion isnot a ſubtration of any 
inherent Grace, but only a ſuſpenſion of 
aſſient Grace as de faFo would impede 
fin. If Ggd be bound to afford ſuch 
Grace, where is the Charter of that en- 
gement? If he be not bound thereunto, 
whereis the Injuſtice of that ſuſpenſion ? 
The Saints before a temptation, caſt down 
their Souls before God and cry out, Ne 
inducas, Lead us not into temptation 3 and 
after g victory, they caſt down their Crowns 
before him, and (ing out, Thanks be to 
Gott who: giveth us the vittory throngh Je» 
ſus Chriſt, Wherefore when fin is pre- 
vented, God's free Grace is tobe praiſ« 
ed; and when (in is permitted, God's ab- 
folate Sovercignty is to be adored. 
3. Juſtice 
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3- Juſtice _in God is agere juxte conde« 
centiant bonitatis & veracitatis ſne ;there- 
fore the Decrees of Preterition and Per. 
miſſion 'muſt needs be juſt, becauſe they 
croſs not either his Goodneſs or his Truth, 
Not his Goodneſs ; for that doth not ne- 
ceſſitate hirh either to diffuſe one drop of 
Grace unto fallen Man, or to prevent 
one jot of fin in him : nor yet his Truth z 
for (notwithſtanding the Decrees of Pre« 
terition and Pertmiſiion ) all the Promiſes 
in the great. Charter of the Goſpel- are 

Yea iT / Amen, not a tittle thereof fails op 

falls to the ground. " 
2. As the Decree of Preterition and 
Permiſſion is from God's Will, as cloaths+ 
ed with Sovereignty:; fo the Decree of 
Damnation is from God's Will, as clpath+ 
ed with Juſtice. In the former God aQs 
as ſupreme Lord, according to his tran+ 
ſcendent Sovereignty ; in the latter God 
aQs as a Righteous Judge, according to 
his Vindidtive Juſtice, Now hereI ſhall 

offer my thoughts in two Poſition 
'T. The final Sin of Riprcbares Þ not 
properly the very Cauſe of the Decree of 
Damnation 3 it is the proper very Cauſe 
of Damnation, but not of the Decreeir 
ſelf. That paſlage in Scotvs is remarkable; 
| Non 
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Non eft aliqua cauſa propter quan Det ef- 
feTive reprobat , in AE eſt aFio ;Þ 
Deo; quia tune Dens eſſet paſſes. What 
is moved by a thing ab extra, ſeems in or- 
der of nature before that motion to be 
7n potentia, and in that mgtign to be paf- 
ſive in ſome degree.- But God's Will ig 
all its Decrees, even in that of Reproba- 
tion, 1s a pure ;Ac, perteftly excluding 
Paſlivenets and Potentiality, and by con- 
ſequence Motion 2b extrd; . 
2. The tinal Sin of Reprobates, though 

it be not properly the Cauſe of the Dev 
cree it ſelf, yetit is couditto in objeFo ne- 
ce/[aria, making men meet Objects for the 
Decree to terminate upon, The Veſlels 
of, wrath are fitted tp deſtruction. F inal 
Sig f; produced in actual Exiſtence fits 
them for aqual deſtruftion 3 and final Sin, 
as. foreſeen in. the divine Preſcience, fits 
them for a Decree of deſtruftion. Where 
fina] $in is foreſeen, there the Decree of 
Damgation ;terminates 3 ang, where final 
$ia iSMot farcleen, there the +Dectee, of 


Pamnation terminates not. After all th 
wickedneſs,woe,woe unto thee;lauth thelLorg 
Ezek. 16, 23, ' Hells woes are after Gal 
wickednelſs,and the Necree of Hells woey 
are after the Preſcience of fi 


nal wicked- 
nels, 


\ 
* 
FY 
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neſs. In a word ; That which cauſes men 
tobe capable abjets for the Decree of 
Damnation to terminate on, is the final * 
Sin which is in the unrighteous Will of 
Man; and that which cauſes.the Decree 
of Damnation to terminate' on them, is 
the Viadidtive Juſtice, which 1s 1g the righ- 
teous Will of God. In Tophet the Tor- 
ments are as unquenchable fire. The fanal 
fin is as much wood, and "that which 
kindles it is VindiCtive Juſtice breathing 
out from the righteous Will of God ; in 
all which there is nothing at all but exa&t 
Righteouſneſs. God may ſay to Man, Thy 


'perdition is of thy ſelf, and Man muſt ay 


toGod, Thou art righteous, O Lord in 
thy ways. 
I will lhut up all with an Anſwer to 


_ an} Objection. You will yet ſay, God's 


Juſtice is not cleared in this point 5 for 
the Decree of Preterition and Permifh- 
on1is merely ont of Sovereignty, and ups 
on this Preterition and Permiſhon' doth 
infallibly follow final Sin, and upth final 
Sin doth infallibly follow cternal Datn» 
nation : Wherefore hereby God is made 
the: great Author of the Reprobates Sin 
and Damnation, 

To whick I anſwer in three Propoſt- 
$i0ns, 1, 'Tis 
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_ ++ I; Tis true that upon Preterition and 
Permiſſion final fin doth infallibly follow: 
+ When God gave them up to their own 
luſts, they walked in their: own counſels , 
Pſal. 18. 12. When he ſuffered. all Natis - 
ons to walk in their own: ways, they did 
ſo, 4#s 14.16. If upon God's Permiſſion 
Man's Sin follow not, then —_ 1s very 
ſtrange) God may permit that which yet 
will never be. But Rao 3 a5i Di 
2. Upon Preterition and Permiſſion fi. 
nal Sie doth infallibly follow z but not as 
an Effect from a true Cauſe; but asa Con- 
ſequent upon .its Antecedent. Hence God 
15 nb more the Author of. Sin, than the' 
 'Sunisof the darkneſs which fallows upon 
Its departure. Alſo the Objectors may 
be asked,” Doth not God foreknow that + 
the Creature ſet.in ſuch a ſtate and order 
of things will finally fin 2 Foreknowing 
_ this,doth not he willingly and actually ſet 
the Creature in that ſtate and order? 
From. or upon this ſetting the Creature 
in thd# ſtate: and order, doth not its final 
Sin infallibly follow 2. Iſuppoſe they will 
deny nothing of all this 3 yet they will by 
no means ſay- that God is the Author-of 
ſin, neither need they ſay;ſo; for in Sins 
following there is only. ſequela — 
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_ - and not ſequelae canſalitetis, Moreover, 
God\, 'in+ Preterition ''and Perrhiflion, 
doth not'/ſubtra&t from men any Creature- 
due, but fuſpend ſuch fpecial effetual 
Grace as'is undue -unto- thern, This is 
clear ; for Preterition and Permiſſion res 
{pet men as ſinners lying in the corrupt 
Maſs, and to ſinners God . owes nothing 
but puniſhment. Yerbum [Deber] ventnund 
habet, nec' Deo proprie competit, qui” nom 
eſt debitor nobis niſi forte ex promiſſo, ſaith 
Peter Lombard. If God be bound to give 
=__ effequal Grace toall, ſhew mea 
. Promiſefor it 3 if he be not bound, the 

ſuſpenſion of that Grace can in» no -wiſe 
make him the Author of Sin.  Wheres 
fore final Sin is indeed no fruit of | 
God's Reprobating Will, but the pro- 
per iflue of .Man's peryetle Will. And 
this is ane grand difference between Ele- 


(tion and. anal 3 Election doth ef- 


fectually workgfinal Faith and Holineſs in 
theEle&t, buf Reprobarion doth not ef- 
feit the leaſt drop of Sin or Malice in the 
Reprobate. Faith and Holineſs -come 
down from Heaven, out of the boſom of 
free Grace z but Sin and Malice grow at 
home in'the Reprobate's own heart, Deo 
10n opetante ſed 2 al 


3. Hence 
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3- Henceit follows, That God js the 
Author of the Reprobate's Damnation 
only as 3 juſt Judge inflicting/ the ſame 
for Gaal Sin : God's vindictive Juſtice is 
the infliting Cauſe of Damnation 43 but 
Man's final Sin is the proper meritorious 
Cauſe thereof. And thus God is perfec- 
ly juſtified 10 the Decree of Reprobation, 
Gn that final Sin of Reprobates,which 
follows conſequently upon Gad's Preter+ 
ition and Pernyſhon, doth flow effettive-» 
ly. from man's perverſe and corrupt 'Will z 
and that everlaſting Damnation of Repro- 
bates, which is inflicted by God as a Righ- 
teous (Judge, alſo merited by a man as a 
final Sinner. 
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4 Fs Of the Work of Creation, 


Aving treated of the Divine Will as 
:;h;to-1ts Eternal Decrees, I'procede 

tſpeak thereof as to its External Works, 
which.are (as it. were):the Royal Diſplay 
thereof. And that. there may not-be a 
Cheaſme jn -my Diſcourſe; 4: ſhall (firſt 
_ upon Creation:g3:'the «firſt "_ 
£2191 .* (A God's 
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God's Ways: | There are beſides the Exs 
Ft," three ſeveral Worlds or Ranks 
of*Beings ,” vis. Spiritual , Material and 
Whixe 3 the firſt, ' is the IntelleQual World, 
made-yp' of thoſe inviſible Glories, Spt- 
tits'by Natire, Angels by Office,. Princi- 
palitics and Powers,ſpiritual Stars'of Light 
and Flames of Love,' all "of them ar firſt 
Inhabitants of that pure ſpiritual Bod 

the Heaven of Heavens ; but x witarwor 4 


S part of them were for their proud Apo- 


afte caſt into Hell. - The- fecond is the 
World of viſible wonders 4 the ſtupendi- 
ons Heavens eyed with a glorious Sun, 
and ſpangled with Moon and glittering 
Stars, encircling all the reſt with thei 
ſpherical Stories, and wheeling round a- 
bout with an indefatigable Motion, fpin- 
ning out time for all the World, and with 
admirable influences hatching and hover+ 
ing over all the living Creatutes. Under 
theſe is the vaſt Air , encompaſſing the 
Earth and Sea, coated with woolly clouds, 
and thoſe ſometimes laced with the cu- 
rious 'Rain-bow z every morning pong 
on the bright-fhining Robes of Light, an 
at evening exchanging them for the black 
Mantle ofthe night !' now all on a flame 
with flaſhes of \ , and anon- all 

1g; 4 in 
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in a Sea with the Bottles of Heaven : ſome» 
times rent in pieces with thundring Tem- 
peſts, and then made up again"iato fere» 
nity, and clear as a molten Looking-glaſs. 
This is the Fan of all Creatures breathi 
on the Earth, and it ſelf is fanned with 
various Winds : This is the Ing where the 
vilible Species, the Imagery of the Worlds 
Beauty and Glory, and the audible Spe- 
cies, the multiplied progeny of Sounds 
and Voices, lodge together : This is the 
common Road,where the influences of the 
Heavens and the vapours of the Eartty, the 
beams of the Sun and the ſweet perfumes 
of Herbs and Flowers meet and embrace 
each other in-their paſſage. Within this 18 
the maſlie Earth the Centre of the World, 
hangingupon nothing, inwardly bowel- 
ed with rich Minerals and precious Stones 
and outwardly teeming with numberle! 
births of 'Grafs and Corn, ſhaded with 
Frees and Woods, and laughing, with 0- 
doriferous Herbs and Flowers, bubling, 
with lively Springs and Fountains of Wa- 
ter, and admirably enterlaced with gli- 
ding Streams and Rivers, inhabited with 
ftrange variety of Beaſts, and lorded with 
Man. And the Girdle of this Earth isthe 
wonderful $ea, ſwadled with, Clouds, 
fi © 7 {warming, 
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ſwarming with ' Fiſhes; lodged and lack- 
edup in the hollows -of the Earth, and 
from thence ſecretly winding and ſtrain- 
ing its moiſture into the! inward Veins 
thereof: now ſwelling with the-pride ,of 
Winds and Waves, as if it meant to {wals 
low up Heaven and Earth; and then:{1nk+ 
ing down again intoits Den, as if it were 
afraid tobe drunk up by the pete Sands, 
The third is the Mixt World, the mariage 
or copulz of the other two, made up'ot 
Men ; whoſe Immortal Souls claim kin+ 
dred with'the'- World” of Angels ;-and 
whoſe Earthen Bodies are.'the Breviaries 
and Epitomes of the viſible World ' vir» 
tually ſamming up theElements in their 
harmonious Mixtare, the: Plants 'in their 
Life,' the Beaſts in their Senſes, and the 
Heavens, with the Sun, Moon and Stars in 
their Heads, Eyes and beautiful Faces. 
Now touching all this | Catalogue of Be- 
ings 1 ' ſhall briefly demonltrate' three 


- 
U 


things. . F 
: /T,, That all theſe - Beings had a be» 
ginning. porn 

2.” That their beginning was from God, 
-- 3. Thatit was from God as a free A- 
gent, and according tothe counſel of his 
own Will © 


K 3 1. All 


Ld 
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x. All theſe- things had'a beginning; 
and this'T prove three ways, - 
:.'Targueex abfurdoz if they had no 
inning of being , then every ane of 
them is a Gad by 'Nature, a Jeboveh | in 
Self-beingnels, add an Alpha in_ Primacy:: 
If they had no. beginning of duration, 
then are they all inmates in God's Eter- 
nity, goin! in. his [Immutability, and 


(which is aſtep higher) poſleſſors of his 


Infinity, and boundleſs Beings withouta» 
ny limits of Being « For what: imaginable 
limits of Being can they-have, which 
want a — which js the fit(t ——_ 
of Being? 


2: The Motions of the Qrvatarte li 
this ;. the Elements have their enterchan+ 
ges, the Earth its ſeaſons, the Seaits tide 
the: Air its winds, the Stars their-cour 
the: Moon 'her- variations; the -Sun rugs 
its race between the Tropicks; "tho Heas 
vens; the common carriers of 'all! the reſt; 
turn about with an unceſſant Motiangnay, 
the immaterial Afigels and rattonal Souls 
arenever without ſome Motions m their 
Underftanding and Will ; neither. can 
they do any thing withouta a change, . be- 
cauſe their being and their doing are twa 
things, Now what do all theſe: Motions 


ſpeak 


of thr Work of Creation: "5 
ſpeak bue a firſt Moverz a*beginriing &t 
e firſt point, and-a meaſure of thiE'e- 
ver ver ſince ?. Such moveable Bein > ohms 
be meaſured with Ereriit for 6 ow 
untnoveable-and Arne vt = 
in motions''anU mutatioris 3 "that 
taneous ard fimultaneonus, but -rh 
under : a flux of priority and poſteri6rity 
m'theit motions and 'thutations:''where- 
fore it miſt needs be that t ha@abe. 
ning; LIST 
3.1 theſe hid a beginning, thei whit 
ſhall we ſay of the Years; Days and*Mt- 
nates paltÞ Are they finite or inflate? \f 
kmite, then-numerable; ad there" Was a 
hning's if infloite} then how 'paſt? 
Infifity cant be pafſe@ over 3' bar and 
jf it could, then there ire infinite! 'nhm- 
bers of Minates paſt; infinite mimbers 'of 
Days paſt, and infinite'numbers of Years 
paſt, and (becauſe thette earmot be %pfſ#t- 
Po infiutims'Y by moſt-nectflary conſe: 
mn there are as thany Years paſt ay 
and 4s many Days paſt as Minntes, 
which is uteetly impoſſible ; therefore 
theſe things wall needs have a beginhing. 
"2: Thet beginning of all theſe was from 
God. The Scripture ſpeaks evidently; Ir 
_ beginning God created the hequen and 
K 4 the 
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the earth, Cen. I. Ts of him and through 
him. aud to him-are all things, Rom.11.36. 
He that built all things is God, Heb, 3. 4+ 
When mo ypon the ſtately Palace of 
the-Worl ; roofed with the glorious Hea-» 
pooore, with the fruitful Earth, 
nhcred with the cloudy Air, water» 
ed;with the ſtupendious Sea, ;and furniſh» 
ed with all variety of Creatures we can» 
not dream of any other Archite& but God 
alone. And ( wy os bids us/peak #8 
the earth, Job 12.8, and the Pſalmiſt tells 


us that there 1s 4 [arguage in, the heavent, 

Pſal.. 19. 1, 2, 3. and the Apoſtle aſſerts 

that there is 4 witneſs of God in the rain, 

As T4 17.) therefare ſuffer me ta-parly 
r 


their, Original out;of their own, mquths; 
Creatures, whence came you ? Ex nihile, 
What, ex nibilo e How then came you 0+ 
ver that vaſt infinite Gulf which lies be» 
tween Nothing and Being ? Infinite Power 
filled it up to make our paſlage,. But lince 
ou came over, where do you ſtand ? Ina 
cing betwixt twa Nothings, Nothing ne+ 
gative and Nothing privatiye, And. who ſet 
you there at firſt?The firſt and chief Being, 
who is ipſum Eſſe, ſuum Eſſe, je Ef 
ſe,infinite elougatum 4 non Eſſe. But whence 
had you all that truth gnd goodneſs which 
13 
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1nfanite Verity, and our:goodneſs the Rue 
dundance and: Super-effiuence of his:inft- 
wn 19s FR _ came _ theſe 
numbers and halts of Betags 2 Our ; 
ife&t Unity 5/'every one of'us 1s wer 
by ous finiteneſs and compoſition, and &- 
very Number is from infinite fimple Unis 
ty: Monas efb iprincipinm © radix ainnis 
am; there is but one God of  whoni are' all 
+tbings. But how came youinto ſuch ranks?: 
Why. have: not the Elements / Life ;/the 
Plants Senſe, the Beaſts Reaſon, and Men 
Angelical Perfeftions? When infinite 
Power: brought us out of nothing; 'infi- 
nite;:' Wiſdom ſhut up- every one ot us 
within 'the; bounds of his proper'Being. 
But.:your Beings being [of ſuch different 
ſorts, how came you to be'ſo. kindreach 
to. other? the Clouds :dropi down Rain 
on-the Earth; the: Earth: brings forth 
Graſs 4. thatfeeds the Beaſts; and thefe 
ſerve for Man, the Breviary of all, :and 
Steward of all. All theſe.and innumerable 
more hnks: of Amity were made by-the 
Gad of Order,.: But if you be of God's 
own make, {hew me your "tokens. *Tis 
moſt - apparent -that all Beings muſt be 
from the chief Being, all Fruth om bor 
| r 


1+ = 
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45in-you ? Our:truth is but a beam from his. 
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SS firſt Truth; all-Goodnes from ſupreme 
_ Goodnefſs,. all Numbers from perfect Uni- 
ty; and all Ranks and Orders from:infinite 
Wifdom ; and this chief Being, firſt Truth, 
fupreme Goodneſs , -perfe&t Unity, and 
gofiniteWiſdom can be no other than God 
alone. But if this fatizfie not, you may 
yet. further ſee God's glorious' Immenſity 
gn.the valt capacious Heavens, his inva- 
Tiable Immobility - in the unmoveable 
Earth, his Faithfulneſs in the great Moun- 
tains, his unſearchable. Judgments' in the 
ou Deep, - his' dreadful: Juſtice tn the 
youring Fire, his wonderful Omnifci- 
ence in the Sun the rouling Eye of the 
= orld, = Nay er rreva Mey"enm 

_ Varnilhof the Light; theplaintb 

of the Eternal 7 ark an in 
every Creature, andthe glocions impreſs 
of his own Image and Likenefs: in Men 
andAngels.Thus the very Creatures them- 
ſelves tell us, that their beginning was 


beginning .was from God as 
and/according to bis own 

Decree 3 for either Godidid/prodace thent 
naturally and-neceſfarily, [or elſe freely 
and voluntarily: | Not naturally  and'ne+ 
ecfiari'y ; for then he ſhould FRI 
W—_ things 


things ad extrimun virinm;and io (belidrs 
theſe Beings) -produce al}:the poſhble Be> 
ings productble- by his glorious Omnipe» 
rence, ; all the poſſible Orders' and Gor 
gruitics; | .cohtmvable by-his -unfeatch+ 
able: Wiſdora,; all the polſihle Goodneſs 
effluxive out of his infiriite.Gaodne,and 
all: the poffible Numbers:which his 4nfis 
nite Linity' (can bring forth into-bheingzand 


produce - them all as carlyas| —_— 
tt folf z/ and;al of them io praducecil w 
be neceffiry: Beings as welb as God:hims 
Elf: nall which many. great contradidits 
ans are involved, ' Wherefore it remains 
that:hedid produce them voluntarily'ant 
according\to hisown Decree ; the Will of 
God: wasthe(firfſt Mover mi. this ggreat 
Work. - -'Tis-xne that the World s.:(as 
Damaſeereſtiles. mn nig%\d i; ay40d77 
$5; a kind of Redundance! of God's 
infmite Goodneſs 3; bur: '!not a drop' of 
this Goodneſs": runs - our: 4d extre. bait 
by his good pleature. *Tistruethat there 
the various! and admirable 'Wifdom of 
Godin this: Work”; bit that Waſdonay 
fhews. forth never an Order.or Rank-of 
Reinig, \nnlefs it be taken into the divine 
Decree, and fo- become. thei counſel af bis 
Wlt., according to which" be 'worketh all 


things, 


< 
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 . things. 'Tistruethat the Eternal Power 
| and Godhead are clearly ſeen in the Cre- 
ation; but theſe had never ſhewed them- 
ſelves at all, if the divine Will had not 
ſpoken theword., God made all things 
b the word of | his power ; that is, the di- 
vine Will eternally expreſſed to the dis» 
vine Power, what Beings it ſhould pro- 
Jucein time: ' 'Tis true that all the num- 
bers and hoſts of Beings 73 i; wiltxe, 
they flow from him whois perfe& Unity 5 
but not in the way of naturai Neceſlity, 
but of his free Decree. | @u3 dicit, Quare 
__ 74 gp Dew _ celum & terram ? 
Mo t.e7 Gene. Reſponaendumeſt ei, quia vo» 
rol OT PE 5 qui aute! dic? ware 


woluitg? majus aliquid querit quim oft Vo- 
luntas Dei - nofery porta Aovexirs po» 
1p. When the Plalmift made that general 

ammons tothe Angels, Heavens, Sun, 
Moon,Stars, Waters, Dragons, Deep,Fire, 
Hail, Snow, Vapours, Wind, Trees,Beaſts; 
Cattel, creeping: Things, ing Fowl, &s 


yen all the hoſts of Nature to fing praiſes 
to their great Maker , he/ added this as 
the ſupreme Reaſon of all,, he #ovemanided 
dnbr.Bexem'1;; 42d they were created, Pſal. 
3. cop.9. I48.5, Sermo Dei Voluntal 
&ft, Opus Dei Natura eff, Unto whatſo- 

ever 


ever his Will ſpeaks a fit, it comes forth © 
into. being 3. but if that be ſilent, not the 
leaſt Atom can appear. The Egyptian 
dogeions cannot produce ſo much as the 
ſhadow or counterfeit ſemblance of a 
Louſe, but as men mazed and nonplus'd 
they are forced to cry out, This is the fin- 
ger of God, Exod. 8. 19. And what theſe 
wicked Atheiſts mutter out touching this 
poor Creature upon the rack of Convits 
tion, that the Catholick Church confeſfes 
touching all the World in a triumphant 
Gratulation. The Twenty four Elders (in 
the name of all Saints) falling down and 
worſhipping before the Throne-of the E- 
verliving God, cry out, Thou art worthy, 
O Lord, to receive glory, hononr and power 3 
for thou haſt created all things, axd for thy 
pleaſure they are and were created, Rev. 4. 
11. O thoudivine Will! thou art wor- 
thy to be adored in the Angels above, 
and Men below; in the Luminaries of Hea» 
ven and fruftfulneſs of Earth 3 in the 
Meteors of the Air and wonders of the 
Deeps; in the life of the Plants and ſenſes 
of the Beaſts: at thy imperial Word all 
theſe came pouring out of the barren 
| Wombof oxivog 3 the births of their 
Exiſtence were all dated by thine _ 
r 
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the dowrties of their goodneſs" were uſt | 
given bythy Love 3; the Proprieties 'of 
| their Being were all ftamped on them'by 
thy Ideal Truth 3 and the vatious Ranks 
and Orders of their wore: were all fer 
out by thy glorious Wifdoth. O 'glori- 
ous. Creator ! who halt made. all "theſe 
things, go on one ſtep further ; create 
In us an admiting Heatt , which by the 
ſcale of Creatures, as by Jacob's Ladder, 
thay aſcend higher and highet in the Ado- 
rations of thee; when we are at the loweſt 
ep of all,I mean mere Being, let's remetn- 
ber thee the chiefand firſt of Beings 3 when 
at the ſecond. (tep, which .is Berg with 
Life, let's praiſe thee the only Fountain of 
Life 3 when at the third, which is Being 
and Life crowned with Senſe, let's trem-- 
ble at thee the All-ſeeing and All-hearing 
Deity 5 when at the fourth , which is 
Beiog , Life and Senſe irradiated with 
beams of Reaſon, and impowered with 
liberty of Will, let's adore thy infinite 
Wiſdom which contrived, and -thy all- 
mighty Will. "which created all theſe 
things, and us to ſee thy Glory in them $ 
When at the higheſt ſtep of all, Angelicat 
perfeQions, let's be loſt in holy mazes and. 
trances at thy infinitely purer glory, itt 
compas 
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themſelves are but as Ces Hans and 
duskiſh beauties. In a word; from. the 
ſublimeſt Seraphim to the pooreſt Worm, 
let's. admire thee, humbly canfeffing tha 
none can ſhew forth all thy praiſe, : 
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| CHAP, VII 
1 Of the Warks of Conſervation and 


Gubernation. 


JT Aving briefly touched upon Creati- 
on, [ procede to its appendanty, 
Conſervation and Gubernation. The Al» 
mighty. and All-wiſe Creator 1s not as 
man,' who builds a Houſe or Ship and 
leaves it, butlike a faithful Creator, he 
repairs-the Houſe of the World by his 
Conſervation, and ſteers the Ship of it by 
his Gubernation, and that according to 
the Counſel of his own Will; aliter ann- 
dus me per iFum oculi ſtare poterit, as the 
Father expreſles it. 
"And firſt, as touching Conſervation, I 
ſhall demonſtrate four things. 
þ 3 That no Creatute can preſerve it 
#2, That no'Fellow-creature can pre« 
ſerve another, 3. That 


©. vo0Pehe Wark of © " I © 
_ That- the Preſervation of all is fbta 
+\4. That 1t 1s from God according to his 
Decree. | L241 
::27., That no Creature can - preferve it 
ſelf 3 and thiy isclear PESTS 
_ - I, From the Creatures Station; even 
the higheſt Seraphin ſtands juxte 107 Ye, 
at the brink of Nullity, his Being is be- 
awcen two Nothings, Nothing negative 
and Nothing privative: and 2s bis paſſage 
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from Nothing into Being could not be 
without an infinite Power ' creatings fo 
his natural fall from Being into Nothing 
would certainly be without an infinite 


Power conſerving. Creetura habet redire ad 
moneſſe 2 ſe 3 if God ſhould but fay to the 
higheſt Angel,” 70/e quod tuun eft & abi, 
he muſt immediately away into Nullity, 
All Creatures - by their natural - vanity 
preſs dowawards towards. nothing , as 
their own Centre, and none but the Al» 
mighty ſhoulders can bear them up in 
Being. | 1 
. 2, from God's: Royal Prerogative , 
which the Scripture moſt . emphatically 
decyphers out, as it were in Figures; of 
Glory : He only hath immortality, 1 Tint, 
6,16. asif there were none atallin An+ 
| -getz 


gels and-Rational Spirits: Nay, thert is 
None beſides him, 1 Sam. 2.2. as if there 
were no Being at all in the Creature. And 
the reaſon 'of theſe, expreſſions is this 5 
God hath Being and Immortality origiaal- 
ly from himſelf, but the-Creature hath 
them but derivatively and in a depen- 
dence upon him-3 wherefore in compari- 
ſon of his Being Creatures are but nulli- 
ties, and in compariſon of his Immorta- 
lity Angels are but ſmoak. But now if 
a Creature could preſerve it ſelf in Being, 
and ſo immortalize it (elf, it would be- 
come a Self-ſubſiſtence, and conſequently 
a God unto it ſelf. 

2. That no Creature can preſetve an- 
other, (I-mean as a principal Agent) and 
this 1s;evident 3 for ws | Lin 

I; If one Creature might ſo. preſerve 
another, it ſhould be a God to it, yet (0 
weak. as not to preſerye it ſelf: But if it 
could preſerve another , it muſt he by 
ſame transfuſion of virtue into it,and that 
but finite, (for more a Creature cannot 
give;,) and then if God transfuſe as much 
virtue. jnto the Creature conſerved as the 
Creature conſervant did , the Creature 
conſerved might ſubſiſt of it ſelf, and be.a 
God wir Gt NO 
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2. The nature of Conſervation evinces 
this: What is it bat. an- Influx of Being ? 
Now ſuppoſe all the Angels in Heaven 
would try to guard the pooreſt Worm in 
the Earth, and that but for one moment 
only, what could. they do towards an In- 
flux of Being? being only ſtreams from 


gone, who can keep light in the Air ? If 
Jehovah withdraw, who can keep Being 
in the Creature? All the Creatures are 
(as I may ſo ſay) ſenfible of this depen- 
dance, and look up to God for their pre- 
ſervation, 7P/al. 104, 27. which leads me 
to the next thing, 

3. That the preſervation of all is from 
God; as of him, fo through him are all 
thing, Rom. 11. 36. and this appears 

1. By a ſurvey of all the Creatures 3 
Angels are under God the ſtrongeſt of 
Spirits, but cannor ſubliſt one moment 
without him]; he is 6 Toy Ts; dſpens, 
Heb. 1. 7, he is making the Ancels even 
to this day by a daily Conſervation; their 
Immortality 1s a continual. Spiration from 
the Father of Spirits. The Heavens are 
the ſtrongeſt of Bodies, yet cannot-ſtand 
alone 3 God is M1 building his ſtories in 
the Heaucns, Amos 9. 6, he is (till gbuild- 

| it 10g 


God, as light from the Sun 3 If the Sun be 


; 
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ing of them, "or elſe all thoſe glorious 
Arches would totter down; If he be bnt 
angry, the Pillars of Heaven tremble and 
are agaſt, Job 26. 11. If he withdraw his 
hand,all the heavenly Volumes paſs away 
as a Scroll, and out go the fair Letters 
of Sun, Moon and Stars in the twinkhng 
of an Eye. The Earth is the Centre of the 
World, and as to Senſe 1t hangs upon no- 
thing, asif it were only poiſed by its own 
gravity 5 but this created Centre is bore 
up by the infinite Centre of all Being, 
and as to Faith and Reaſon hangs npornt 
him 3 The pillars of it are the Lord's,1 Sam. 
2. 8. he by his ſtrength ſerteth fait the 
mountains, Pſal. 65. 6. or elle they would 
be wavering towards nullity, The Sea 
1s a valt ſpreading Element, but (leſt it 
ſhould be contracted into Brrnch, It 18 
held in the hollow of his hand, Iſai: 40.12: 
and that imports no leſs than a preferva- 
tive comprehenſion. All the numberleſs 
Birds 1n the Air, Beaſts in the Earth, and 
Fiſhes in the Sea wait on him for their 
preſervation ; the fending forth of his 
Spirit 15 their Being, the opening of 
his hand their Proviſion, and the ſhadow 
of his wings their Protection 5 not a Spar- 
row forgotten before- him 3 not a poot 
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Fly without an infinite Preſerver. Man 
(who 1s the Epitome of all the reſt) can- 
not but own him ; O how ſoon would 
the earthen Pitcher break, if he did not 
keep it! how ſoon would the Lamp of 
the Soul go out, 1 he did not light 1t e- 
ven every moment ! Hence God 1s (tiled 
the preſerver of men, Job 7.20. a molt uni- 
verſal preſerver, even from the utmoſt hairs 
which are numbred by him, Matth. 10.30. 
unto the inmoit ſpirit which is preſerved by 
his viſitation, Job to. 12. Thus running 
through the whole Catalogue of Crea- 
tures we muſt conclude with St. Anſtin, 
Dens eſt per omnia diffuſus, now ut quali- 
tas mundi, ſed ut ſubſtantia eratrix 5 ſine 
labore regens, & ſine onere continens omnia. 

2. By the very nature of Preſervation, 
what 19 tt but comtinuata Creatio £ God is 
{till a making the Angels, and building 
the Heavens, my Father worketh hitherto, 
faith Chriſt, Joh. 5. 17. He doth per inti- 
man operationem continnd facere, Creatura 
(faith a famous School-man) quamadin Fs 
ereatura Deo, quia pro quolibet inſtanti ha- 
bet efſe a Deo, Preſervation ts but the 
ecking out of Creation, and there- 
fore can be from no other but God alone, 
Omnia in llo ſnbſiitunt a quo creata ſunt. 
But to paſs on ; 4- The 
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4- The preſervation ofall is from God, 
according to his Decree ; and this is eyin- 
ced by theſe Reaſons. 

I. -Either God preſerves Creatures na- 
turally or freely : not naturally, for then. 
he ſhould preſerve them perpetually, and 
lo every Fly muſt run parallel in Eterni- 
ty with an Angel; nor naturally,for then 
he ſhould preſerve them uniformly, and 
{o every mortal body would ſubſiſt with- 
out faod as well as the immaterial Spirits 5 
therefore he preſerves them freely. There 
be various ways of Preſervation , 9#s. 
Preſervation of Creatures as to their 
Being , and as to their adjuncts of or- 
der , beauty, goodneſs and truth 3 
Preſervation of them as to their in- 
dividuals and as to their kinds 3. Pre- 
ſervation of individuals by means and 
without means; preſervation ofthem. z7: 

rpetunr and for certain periods of time. 
Nowall this variety of Preſervations doth 
evidently diſplay the glorious liberty of 
the divine Will in the diſpenſing theteof: 
Angels are preſerved in their individual 
Beings, and that i» perpetunm, and that 
without means; but the No- 
aus perpetnitatis is the divine 
pleaſure ; or elſe their Immortality would 
| L 3 dillolve 
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diffolve in a moment. Men, Beaſts. and 
Vegetables axe preferved itr their Indivi- 
duals, but 'tis by means, and but for a 
rime,, and left the kind thould periſh with 
-the individuals Generation is a ſupple- 
ment to their Mortality, and the ruler 
1n all this 1s the Will of God. Asfor Pres 
{cryation by means,” it 1s God who bring- 
th faod out of the tarth, Pſal.104. 14. and 
whety "tis in our: hand, we cannot eat 
thereof unleſs God 900 # an heart, Fecl:6. 

2. and when we do eat thereof, 'twill not 
bethe ſtaff of: life to us without the word 
of his- bleſfeng ; - Marth. 4. 4. without this 
we may eat and not be ſatisfied, drink, 
and nt be filled, Hat. 1.6, 9. Every Crea- 
ture faith, The blefling is not i! me, but 
in the- Will of Got. © As for the Periods 
of - Preſervation, they areall fixed in the 
divine Decree ;/ there the days: of men 
are determined; their months 'numbred, 

and their unpaſſable bounds appointed, 

Job 14:5. Hezekiah had fifteen years 
7 aded. to hip days but there wa#no addi- 
tion to the 'divine Decree. Bloody and 
deceitful men ſhallnot live out half their 
days, Pal. 55. 23. 'yet they live out all 
the days ſet down in the divine Decree. 

If a Sparrow fatl wot without God's Will, 

| Matt, 
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Matth.' 10,'29. much;leſs cat a 'nian-do 
ſo5 if our. very: hairs arerall- pambred:, 
Aatth.to.30, much more are our days: As 
for the preſervation of kinds, all prapaga- 
tions are from-that primitive Benedidtion, 
Creſcite-©* multiplicamini , which-.dropt 
irom thedivine Will. Vegetables multiply, 
but *tis God who :gives fo every feed his 
own body, 1 Cor. 15.38: Men and- Beaſts 
generate their like, but 'tis God who' ſows 
a land with the ſeed of man and: the Jeed 
of beaſt , Fer. 31. 27. The man writtep 
down childleſs in God's Book mulſt+be 
without the blciling . of 'poſterity 3 the 

Member unwrittem or left © out1n; that 
Book,' myſt never be extant-in Nature. 
When Monſters are: brought forth; there 
1 an abextation in the. particular-Nacure, 
but none! in the Will at God : when Ba- 
{tards.;are generated (which cannot. be 
without a! moral Monſtrofity) thefin is 
Man's, but the Creatureis God's. In brief; 
If, we tun, through all varictics'o& Pre- 
ſervation,. either as tothe Being of | Crea- 
tures, or. asto the Adjundts of order, beau- 
ty, goodneſs and truth, ,we mult reſolve 
all into: the Will of God. Alas} what 
is the mutable Being of Creatures, unleſs 
fixed by the Will of the Nece/e efe> What 
L 4 ._ - 0 
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areatttheOrdersand Harmonies of things, 
unle{&-kept. in tune by the counſel of his 
Will> iBy bim all things ove9x4, Col. 1.17. 
notonly ſabſilt in their Beings, but con- 
fiſt in[their Orders. His Will is the Vir- 
tus:unitiva, which | glues and tacks the 
whole';Syſtem of Heaven andEarth toge- 
ther,.-or' elſe all would unframe and fall 
aſnnder/iin a moment, What an empty 
nothing is Creature-beauty, unleſs ſhined 
upon by his gracious pleaſure? 'Tis he 
Sith frm; That reneweth the face of the 
wieder, earth, Pſal. 104. 30, or elle 
Fys.cop-13:3+, the Spring would loſe her 
freſh: complexion 3:-nay, and; the face of 
Heaven too, or elſe all the Starry Beauty- 
ſpots would drop-off, What-is all the 
Goodneſs in the Creature, unleſs ſuppli- 
ed from the great Original ? 'Tis but as 
' Water ina broken Ciſtern, ſoon running 
out,'and never to: be gathered-up-- again. 
What 48 all the Truth in the Creature 
but an Impreſs' made from his Ideal Truth? 
The Impreſs theCreature can no. more pre- 
ſerve in it ſelf, than 't' could at firft ſtamp 
it there.' Wherefore the Will of God is 
that 24s conſervativum, which / preſerves 
and conteins all things within their Beings 
and modes of Being , or «elſe: they 
TH Cn. wauld 
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would immediately run into nullity. 

+», Preſervation is bift continuata' Crea- 
tio; if Creation had been natural ,” fo 
muſt Conſervation have been too 3; but 
ſeeing Creation is voluntary, ſuch alſo is 
Conſervation : hence the Twenty four 
Elders attribute both to God's pleaſure 3 
for thy pleaſure they are and were created, 
Rev. 4.11. they were by his Creation,and - 
are by his Conſervation, 'and both were 
and are for his pleaſure, 

3. Whatſoever God preſerves, he pre- 
ſerves rationally and for fome end; as he 
made all for himſelf, ſo he preſerves all 
for himſelf. The Heavens and the Earth 
are/'by God's word kept in ſtore, 2 Pet. 3. 7+ 
-his: Word, that ' is, his Will is the great 
Storier , which treaſures' up the World 
with all its furniture for its own ends; 
God preſerves alt rationally, and by juſt 
conſequence freely alſo. Thus far of God's 
Conſervation 3 but to procede. 

2. God's Gubernation is alfo to be con- 
fidered by us, Now herel ſhall touch on 
two things. 

I. That God rules and governs all Crea- 
tures and Events. 

'-2. That God doth it according to his 
Decree, 
POLIO 1. God 
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1, God rules and governs all Creatures 
and Events; He #s King of Kings, T Tipe. 6. 
:I5. his kingdom ruleth over all, Pſal. 103. 
19. Plaxuoeevs, Wiſd, 14:3. he ſteers the 
Ship of the World and all-the paſſengers 
init; Pod, Wiſd. 12; 1B: he orders the 
great Houſe of | the World and all the Fa- 
milies of Creatures therein. All the haſts 
of;the Univerſe are ruled by him : the 
ſpiritual World is ruled by him, the holy 
Angels are ſtill a doing of his Will-z ſome- 
times they are guarding the godly, ſome- 
times deſtroying the wicked 5 ſometimes 
tranſporting: ſouls to heaven, ſometimes 
ſtriving with Devils ; but they are always 


beholding God's face, AMatth.18.10.wait- 
ing for his imperial Command as their per- 
p=tual rule.-:;/Theſe have _— (hare 11 


turning about the Wheels of the World; 
when theſe ſtand ſtill,the Wheels ſtand al- 
ſo,when theſe go, the Wheels go too 3 but 
theſe go not one ſtep of their own, heads, 
' but whither the Spirit of God goes, they go, 
Ezek. 1.12. and when they go, they. go 
ſtraight on to the period of their work, 
and then they return, Ver. 14. that 1s, to 
the face of God for a new Commiſion, 
and till that come, they Jet down their 
wings, Ver.24. liſtening to his voice, and 

adoring 
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adoring at his footſtoolz all. that they do 
is ſubordinatedto his pleaſure. Nay,not 
only the good Angels.but the Devils (will 
they,nill chey) are ſubject unto him. They 
loſt their obediential Wings 1n their fall, 
and ({ince that , he never” truſts them to 
20 without their Chains. Hence, with- 
out his divine ſufferance, : theſe, though 
Princes of the Air, cannot. raiſe a ſtorm, 
though Godsof the World, cannot enter 
into a Swine, though/Rulers of darkneſs, 
cannot injelt 4 temptationz3 indeed they 
would - undermine the 'Fathers Electt- 
on, cheat Chriſt of his purchaſed Poſlef- 
fion;: and marther all the-new Creatures 
made by the holy Spiritz/ but” they can» 
_—_ off their Chains, and when therr 
Chains arca little looſened, yet their aGt- 
ings'fall under Providence. - An evil Spt- 
rit troubled Sat,” but *rwas froz the Lord 
as 4 righteous Judee, 1 Sam. 16. 14. Satan 
atfli&ed Job, but 'twas with a Commillion 
totry his Graces 5 the Devil tempted ' 
Chrift, but -'twas that he might ſuccour the 
remwpted, Heb.2 18. Which way ſoever Satan 
turns himſelf, ſtill he is under God, as the 
ſupremeModerator.But the ſpiritual world 
18 abt all, the Material World is alſo under 
bis dominions 3 the Tees i? yerdors, the 

| Wheel 
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Wheel of Nature is all turned about by 
his counſel; the Heavens with all their 
Luminaries, rapid Wheelings, ſpinnings 
of Time, and hovering indulgent influ- 
ences are under. his Ordinance, his im- 
menſe hand ſpars them, I/ai.. 48. 19. at 
once twirling them about with an indefa- 
tigable Motion, and ſqueezing out their 
quickning influences into the lower 
World ; 'tis he ardlema, AMatth. 5. 45. 
raiſes up the Sun tormle the day, and the 
Moon and Stars to rule the night ; the 
Air with all its Meteors is at his command, 
he maketh the wapours to aſcend from the 
ends of the earth, ſal. 135, 7. and forms 
them into Clouds in an admirable and ex- 
a(t proportion, the airy and watery parts 
ballancing each other, Job 37. 16. Theſe 
are the Bottles of Heaven ; when he breaks 
a Bottle,down comes a refreſhing ſhowre 5 
when heturas and toſles a Bottle, 'tis by 
his counſel, Job 37. 12. The Winds: are 
' all 7» God's hand, Prov. 30. 4. and when 
he lets out any of them, 'tis by weight , 
Job 28.25. juſt ſo much and no more, and 
tis to fulfil bis will, Pſal.148. 8. and when 
ohe command: is done, it returns by its 
circuits to execute another, Fecl. I, 6. 
Thunder is God's majeſtick Voice, and 
I : Lightning 
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Lightning his glittering Arrow; both are at 
his beck, and ſay to him, Here we are, Job 
38. 35. The treaſures of Snow .and Hail 
he purſes up in the Clouds, and thoſe pay 
them out again according to his plea- 
ſure. The Coating Sea is but a little 
Babe in his almighty Arms, Clouds and 
darkneſs are its ſwadling.band, Job 38, g. 
and the hoflpw of the Earth its Cradle, 
there he rocks and rules it as he pleaſeth; 
if it cry and roar, he ſtills and rebukes 
it, till he lull it faſt aſleep 1n a calm. The 
vaſt Earth is but inſtar pun&i before him, 
at his command are all the living Crea- 
tures ; thegreedy Ravens were Goes 
for Elijah, untrained Kine faithful carriers * 
of the Ark, the dumb Aſs a reprover to 
the Prophet, clamorous Dogs moved not 
their tongues at departing Iſrac], Labar's 
Cattle change colour to pay Jacob's wages, 
Peter's Filh brought Tribute-money 1 his 
mouth; and when proud Pharaob ſaid , 
Who is the Lord ? an anſwer was ſent him 
by wonderful hoſts of Frogs and Flies , 
Lice and Locuſts proclaiming the ſove- 
reignty of their great Maker and Maſter. 
In ſumm; Man is the Epitome of all the 
reſt, and in governing him God governs 
all ; Man hath an inward Principality of 
Reaſon 
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Reaſon and Will, yet ſtill he is under the 
Almighty and All-wiſe Moderator, who 
rules and diſpoles the hearts of men as 
he pleaſeth. "Twas but'hzs touch wn their 
hearts. and Saul had a band, 1 Sam.10. 26, 
'Twas but his turnivg the key in Lyditt's 
heart, and the Goſpel had entrance, A&s 
16.14. Titus went to the Corinthians 
ow IigelG-, 2 Cor. 8.17.4 wotd importing 
high liberty, yet God put it into his heart, 
Ver. 16. The King's heart (and who can 
be freer thanhe? ) 7zs in the hand of the 
Lord, as the rivers of waters he turneth it 
whither he will, Prov. 21. 1, he turn- 
eth it whither he will, there is the fove- 
reignty of Providence 3 yet he turneth it 
as the Rivers of waters, there 1s the faly- 
ing of Humane Liberty. For as when the 
Hiusbandman leads the Waters this and 
that way by Channels and Trenches,they 
loſe nothing of their natural fluency ; ſo 
when God turns the hearts of men to ſuch 
and ſuch Objects, they part with nothing 
of their natural liberty. God is infinite- 
ly greater than our hearts, wifer than our 
reaſon, and freer than our liberty ; there- 
fore he isable and worthy to rule over us 
1n our freeſt aGions. Laſtly, as his gn- 
bernative Providence ts over all Crea+ 
| tures, 
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tyres, ſo'tis over all Events, the greateſt 
Events ,are not above it. When King* 
doms are tofled and bandied up and down 
like a Tennis-ball, 7/ai. 22.18. not one E- 
vent can fly out of the bounds of Provi- 
dence 3 the ſmalleſt are not below it, not”. 
4 $parrow falls to the ground without it, 
not a hair bur 'tis numbred by it 3 he 1s 
maxinus in minimis ; the moſt natural Ef- 
fects are but-caſual, till his free concourſe 
makes them certain. The Iron with all its 
gravity is not ſure tofink, 2 Kixgs 6.6. the 
Fire with all its fury is not ſure to burn, 
Dar. 3.27. The moſt caſual effects are 
not caſual to him; when the Lot is caſt 
mto the lap, the whole diſpoſing thereof is 
of the Lord, Prov. 16. 34. When a Bow 
was drawn at a venture, 1 Kings 22. 34. 
Providence lent it as a-certain meſſenger 
of death tothe King of Ifracl, Thus far 
F have been ſurveying the.hoſts of Crea- 
tures and Events; I vow procede to de- 
monltrate that God is the great and uni- 
verſal Governour over them all : For 

t. He hath-an abſolute Authority over 
all; his juſt Title 1s King of kings and 
Lord of lordszall the Sphere of Nature and 
World .of Creatures was of his making 
he-that ruled over Nullity jt (elf in their 
Creatt- 
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Creation, is worthy to rule over all Crea- 
tures by his Providence : but ( becauſe 
Authority is liveleſs without preſence ) 
therefore 

2, His preſence is every where z Crea« 
tures lie in the (hell of Time and Place, 
Angels have their definitive Ob: ; the Bo« 
dy of Chriſt, which ſubſiſts in an infinite 
Perſon, is circumſcribed by a finite place 
but God is every where preſent, he is 
higher than Heaven, deeper than Hell , 
longer than Time, and greater than Placez 
and who like him to be univerſal Gover- 
nour ? If he were only onthe Throne of 
- Heaven, how ſhould the Footſtaol of the 
Earth be ordered ? If his hand only ſpan- 
ned the celeſtial Spheres, what lhould the 
Sea do ? But he is every where 3 where- 
ever any Creature is, there is I A M ſup- 
porting and governing it. But (becauſe 
power 1s the Crown of preſence) there- 
fore 

3. Heis Almighty, the only potentate, 
I Tim. 6.15. power belongs to him, nay, 
uTegCx Mov utytdos, Eph: 1.19. 4 pleonaſm of 
power, ſuch as can do umeg mice umtg on me 
gioſs, Eph. 3. 20. ' apbiah, cog above all 
thoughts of men. No wonder then if .the 


Omaipatent reign; who ſhould reign ol > 
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he can call things that are not, Rome. 4.17. 
even a World of Creatures out of the bar- 
ren Womb of Nullity,” and a Church of 
New-creatures out of the dead Wotnb of 
Nature. He is a God doing wonders, Exod. 
15. 11. Wonders to us, but noneto him- 
ſelf 3 for all things are caſte to Omnipo- 
tence ; his Government can have no ble- 
miſhes, becauſe his Power can have' no 
obſtacles. But(becauſe Powers hands can- 
not be without Wiſdoms eyes) therefore 

4. Heis Infinite in Wiſdom to manage 
all. He is a God of krowledge, 1 Sam. 2: 
3. ſeeing the thoughts afar off,” even from 
the high Arch of Etertvity: Heb#th Tred- 
ſures of Wiſdom, ſuchas cannot be tb]d o- 
ver : Sapientie ejus non oft nnmerns,' Pak 
147. 6. and who ſhould rule but the only 
wiſe 2 If wecaſtour eyes on the millions 
of Creatures, Angels above and Men be- 
low, Stars in Heaven, and living Crea- 
tures in Earth and Sea; and all- theſe 
pouring forth millions of Adts, and falling 
under millions of Events, & that from the 
morning to the evening of the: World 5 
_ nothing leſs than an infinite Under- 
ſtanding can comprehend all thefe,' and 
reach '# fine uſque 4d firiem, Wiſd, 8. 1. 
If we ponder thiftbeautiful Timings, har- 
monious Qrders and (iveet' Compaginatt- 
c 371390 M ons 
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ons of things, The. heavens hear the earth, 
the earth hears the cory and the wine and 
the oil, aud theſe bear man, Hoſ. 2. 21. 
Surely it, muſt be an. all-wiſe Artiſt who 
made theſe golden Chains, and ſtands at 
the uppermoſt link ordering all. I wil 
hear the heavens, faith he, or elſe all the 
Creatures would -tura a deaf ear to. one 
another. - He guides every Wheel,in Na- 
ture, and when there-is a wheel within 4 
wheel, never ſo much intricacy and croſl- 
neſs of motion, yet the wheels are full of 
ejes, Exch. 1.18. direQing them to their 
joufneys.end, and thoſe. Eyes are always 
open ; to perpetuate. that direction, ' St, 
Auſtin: derides the Gods in the, Roman 
Capitol,, Dii dormiebant, Anſeres wigila- 
bant ;\ but divine Proyidence is «pw 
o@pbaXucs, an Eye that never ſlumbers nor 
{leeps3 his waky. Wiſdom claims an' uni- 
verſal Government, over all: : But that 
which makes up his Imperial Crown is, 

. 5: His perfect Unny. His ſovereign 
Authority. , gloriqus; Omnipreſence,, al- 
mighty Power and infinite Wiſdom are his 

rowr jewels; butthat which campletey 
and makes up all, theſe into a Crown is 
his -Unity.; he is Unzs, nay Unicys,. nay 
Wuiſſumus,s his Singulanyy, cannot- hear 
x -Compeer, nor- his Simplicity a Com- 
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pound 3; if thete were either of theſe, 
what would become of the Government 
ofthe World ? Suppoſe a Compeer ; then 
oneOmnipreſent might reſiſt the other,one 
Almighty counterwork the- other, and 
one All-wiſe counterplot the other. Sup- 
poſe a Compound ; then his Power might 
20 one way, his Wiſdom another, and his 
Preſence might withdraw from both. But 
now he being one God, one in Singularis 
ty, ſothat there is none elle, and one in 
Simplicity, ſo that his Preſence, Power 
and Wiſdom are but one Eſlence in him, 
he and only he 1s worthy to govern all: 
Onnis multitudo revocanda eft ad unitatem, 
and perfe& Unity 15 no where to be found 
but in him alone. Thus much for the fitſt 
point 3 but to go on; 
2.God rules all according to his Decree, 
he works all things according to the counſel of 
his own will, Eph. 1. 11. he doth whatſoever 
he pleaſeth in Heaven and in earth,Pſal.135. 
6. That which eſcapes the pleaſure of his 
W1ll,muſt firſt fly out of the Sphere of Na- 
ture. Now this I evince by theſe Reaſons. 
1. All thoſe rare Jewels of his Imperi- 
al Crown, cemented in his perfect Unity, 
do ſhew forth their luſtre according to 
his Will ; becauſe his Will put forth a 
World out of nothing, therefore doth his 
| M 2 foye- 
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ſovereign Authority give Laws to it, and 
his glorious Omniprelence fill and cheriſh 
it, his infinite Wiſdom miniſters to the 
making of his gubernative Decree, and 
his Almighty Power miniſters to the exe- 
cutin of it, There are infinite Orders 
and Congruities lying in Wiſdom's breaſt, 
but his Will chuſes out of them all what 
it pleaſeth , and ſo makes up its decree 
there are infinite poſſibles within Powers 
Arms, but his Power only exerts it ſelf 

according to his Decree : Wherefore it 
is plain that God governs all according 
to his Decree. 

2, The various ways of Government 
ſet forth the freedom of the Governour 
all things are not ruled in the ſame way : 
Matter is ruled by Farms, Bodies by Spi- 
rits, inferiour Bodies by celeſtial, the vi- 
fible World by inviſible Angels, Angels 
and Spirits immediately by God himſelf. 
Neither do the ſame things always keep 
the ſame track 5 in Joſhua's time the glo- 
rious Sun did make a ſtand; in Daniel's 
time the Fire did not burn; in Fliſha's 
time the Iron ſwam, as if it had forgot its 
Centre 3 in A/9ſes's time the floating Sea | 
ſtood upas a Rock, and the flinty Rock 
flowed as a Seca ; In Chriſt's time oh! what 
excelles of Nature ! what aCtings by Pre- | 
rogative! 
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rogative! what Epiphanies of Divine glo- 
ry! How many wonderful ways did the 
divine Will triumph over the Order of 
Nature, evidently demonſtrating that 
the ſupreme Order of all was in it ſelf a- 
lone? If the God of Nature did govern 
naturally, all the Wheels would move 
one way,and in one road ; wherefore the 
variety of Motions doth diſplay the lt- 
berty of the firſt Mover or Governour. ' 

3+ The Government of all things 1s no 
other than the efficacious DireQion of 
them by congruous Means to their ſu- 
preme End, and that is done by the di- 
vine Will alone; the End of all is the 
manifeſtation of his Glory, and this his 
Will freely embraceth. I ſay, freely ; for 
the All-ſuffticitent God was under no ne- 
ceſſity to manifeſt himſelf, the congruous 
Means are all of his own choice, and that 
out of the infinite Maſs of Wiſdom in 
himſelf; and the efficacious Dire&ion of 
all by thoſe Means to that End is accord- 
ing to his Decree. God had deligned 
preferment to Joſeph,but firſt he lay bleed- 
ing under the murderous intentions of his 
Brethren, then he was (old as a ſlave to 
the Iſhmaclites,afterwards he was wretch- 
edly accuſed by his Miltrets, raſhly im- 
priſoned by his Maſter, and ungratefully 
M 3 for- 
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forgotten by the chief Butlerzand yet after 
all theſe windings and turnings of Pro- 
vidence, this 1s the worſhipful Sheaf, the 
Ruler over Egypt, and the wiſe preſerver of 
Jacob and all his poſterity in the famine, 
There are millions of Creatures which 
know not what an End means, but a di- 
vine Intelligence conducts them thither 3 
millions of Events caſual, as to us, but the 
divine Will hath. fixed them 3; millions 
of Ads free, as to us, but the divine Li- 
berty is above them 3 millions of Confu- 
ſions dark, as to us, but the divine De- 
cree orders them. In all God is Alpha 
and Omega, the firſt Mover and the laſt 
End, the wiſe Contriver and ſure Mode- 
rator of every thing for his own Glory, 
according to the Counſel of his own Will. 
O thou divine Will! the tender Nurſe 
and ſweet Diſpoſer of all, thou beareſt up 
the Pillars, and turneſt about the Wheels 
of the Univerſe 3 the Guide of every 
Creature to its journeys end 1s thy wile 
Ordination, and the ſafe conduCt of it 
thither is thy gracious Preſervation. The 
ſwifteſt Angel cannot fly out of thy Do- 
minions, and the pooreſt Worm hath a 
fafe abode within them. Thou haſt an 
Eye in every Wheel, an Order in every 
Araxy, and a Line in every Confuſion : 
ny | withour 
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without thee all Beings would moulder 
into Nothing;congruousMeans prove vain 
abortions, and Natures Harmonies jangle 
into ſad confulions, Without thee the 
Breath of the living is but a puff of Vanis 
ty, the Reaſon of the intelligent but a 
ſnuff in the ſocket, and the Liberty of 
the free but a dead broken Idol. Should- 
eſt thou but for one moment withdraw 
thy hand,oh ! what a tumbling caſt would 
there be among the Angels ? what a crack 
in the heavenly Orbs? what a Chaos in 
the Elements ? what a ſtrange Doomſ- 
day by the blending of Sun and Sea, Hea- 
venand Earth together ? Thou, O divine 
Will art all in all z thy Wiſdom is a 
wakeful Eye, thy Power a ſupporting 
Centre, thy Preſence a lively Cheriſher, 
thy Authority a ſupreme Law-giver, and 
thy Pleaſure an univerſal Orderer to all 
the World. Oh that there were ſuch an 
heart in us as to eye thy Wiſdom in every 
Wheel, own thy Power in every Preſer- 
vation, awe thy Preſence in every place, 
acknowledge thy Authority in every Law, 
and ſubmit to thy Pleaſure in every E- 
vent; always praying, Fiat Voluntas tua, 
which cannot be perfeGtly prayed ſire #n- 


fimi humilitate & altiſſimi charitate. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Of the Work of Redemption. 


| 7 ok now paſſed over the Work of 
Creation, with its Appendices of Con- 
ſervation and Gubernation ; but behold ! 
a greater than Creation is here, ſtupendi- 
ous Redemption, the wonder of Angels 
and envy of Devils; at which Creation 
ſtarts back and gives up its Sabbath. I 
am come to the Tree of Life growing in 
Paradiſe, hanging full of Pardons and 
Graces, and ſpreading forth a broad and 
indefeCtive ſhadow of Merits over (inful 
"Worms. ITamnow at the pure Well of 
Salvation ſpringing out of the Deity of 
the San of Gad , iſſuing through the 
bleeding Wounds of his Humanity, and 
filling every Veſſel of Faith, I am now 
to open my eyes upon the molt tremen- 
dous Myſtery that ever was; God inthe 
Fleſh, the brightneſs of Glory under a 
Vell, the Fulnals of the Godhead taber- 
nacling in Dult, and a Sun of infinite light 
and Juſtre cloathed in Sack-cloth in his 
Incarnation, and turned into Bluod in his 
Paſſion, Oh ! for ſome illapſes of that 
RE NNE NS holy 
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holy Spirit which takes the things of 
Chriſt and ſhews them in their ſpiritual 
Glory. 

Redemption may be thus deſcribed ; It 
is the procuring of Freedom for a Captive 
by a Price paid by him whois to redeem, 
and accepted by him who 1s the Suprefhe 
Detainer in that behalf, that the Captive 
may be delivered out of a ſtate of Captt- 
vity into a ſtate of Liberty according to 
the Wills of the Payer and Receiver of 
that price. I ſay, it is the procuring 
Freedom * Actual Freedomis the Crown- 
ing Iſſue of Redemption 3 but the pro» 
curing of Freedom is an eflential ingredi- 
ent 1n it. Hence Chriſt is ſaid to obtain e- 
ternal Redemption for us, Heb. 9.12. Tis 
the procuring of Freedom for a Captive, 
Free-men are not capable of it, but Cap- 
tives only ; and ſuch are all men become 
by fin. They owed ten thouſand Talents 
to God as the great Creditor, and Trati- 
tor-like they rebelled againſt God as the 
great Law-giver ; and for thoſe Debts and 
Rebellions God as a righteous Judge 5v- 
vKNeot , ſbut them up in the priſon of wrath, 
Rom. 11.32. Tis the procuring of Free- 
dom for a Captive by a Price , not by 
mere Poyer, but by a Price : when it 1s 
procured 
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pn by mere Power, 'tis but a naked 
eliverance z but when it is procured by 
a Price, then 'tisa true proper Redempti- 
on, Hence in the Evangelical Charter 
we find AuTeg,4 Price, and that which 
iſſues from it is &ToA\vTgwcis, true proper 
Redemption, Again, 'tis the procuring of 
Freedom for a Captive by a Price paid by 
him who is to redeem,and accepted by him 
who 1s the ſupreme Detainer in that be- 
half; forif it be not paid, 'tis no Price 
if it be not paid by him whois to redeem, 
he cannot be a Redeemer ; the Detainer 
mult accept of it in that behalf, or elſe 
no Freedom can be juſtly procured 3 and 
the ſupreme Detainer muſt accept of it, 
for not the Jailor or Fetters, which are but 
Under-detainers,but the Creditor & Law- 
giver, whois the ſupreme Detainer, muſt 
receive ſatisfaction, or elſe the Captive 
cannot be juſtly releaſed. And all theſe 
are couched together by the Apoſtle ; 
Chriſt gave himſelf for us an offering and a 
ſacrifice to God for a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour, 
Eph. 5. 2. Chriſt,. there's he who was to 
redeem 3 gave himſelf an Offering and a 
Sacrifice, there's the Price paid down by 
him; to God, there's the ſupreme De- 


tainer : the Jailor Satan, and the Fetters 
| of 
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of guilt are but under-detainers, but God 
is the ſupreme and muſt have fatisfaCtion s 
and for a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour,there's the 
Price accepted by God in that behalf, 
Laſtly, the end of all is, that the Captive 
may be delivered out of a ſtate of Cap- 
tivity into a ſtate of Liberty,according to 
the Wills of the Payer and Receiver; Re- 
demption moves towards the actual de- 
liverance of the Captive, as its proper 
Centre ; and that actual deliverance comes 
forth according to the Wills of the Payer 
and Receiver, as its rule and meaſure. If 
their Wills be,that upon the very payment 
and acceptance of the Price the Captive 
ſhould be ipſo fa&Fo delivered, then he is 
delivered without any more adoe ; but if 
their Wills be, that the Captive ſhould be 
delivered but upon certain conditions to 
be by him firſt performed, then he is not 
delivered till after the performance there- 
of. Thus the Redemption wrought by 
Chriſt moves towards the aCtual deliver- 
ance of ſinful Captives, and that actual 
deliverance, according to the Will of the 
Father and the Son, comes forth not im- 
mediately upon the payment and accep- 
tance of the Price, but upon Faith and 


Repentance, which are the Terms of the 
| | Goſpel, 
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Goſpel. Hence the Apoſtles teftified Repent- 
ance Ces i faith towards our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, AFs 20. 21. Hencealſo thoſe 
expreſſions of Propitiation through faith in 
his blood, Rom.3.25. and of Receiving the 
atonement, Rom. 5. 11. which with many 
more ſhew us the Terms, upon which a- 
Qual deliverance comes forth into being. 
Now in this diſcourſe of Redemption [ 
ſhall gather up all under four Heads, 

1. The Captive. 

2. The Captivity. 
3. TheRedeemer. 

4. The Price. 

1. The Captiveis fallen Man ; and here 
two things are conſiderable. 

I. Man fallen in oppoſition to Man 
ws: + 

. Man fallen in oppoſition to fallen 

Pg 

1.Man fallen in oppoſition to Man ſtand- 
ng; Man as he came out of his Makers 
hands was a ſpotleſs Creature, his Mind a 
pure Lamp of knowledge, his Will a 
Throne for the holy One, his Heart a 
Sanctuary of all Graces, his AﬀeCtions all 
in harmony with the Rational Faculties, 
the Image of God ſparkling within him, 
and the Favour of God funning him round 
abour. 
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about. Here all was Freedom, no Chain 
but that of Graces, no Bands but Cords 
of Love,no Priſon but a Paradiſe,no Cap- 
tive but the Lord's Free-man ; the leaſt 
drop of wrath could not fall on him here. 
But alas! how ſoon was this Star ſhot ! 
Man turned from God, and God departed 
from Man, and inſtantly the Captive aps» 
peared all in Chains of Sin and Wrath; 
his Lamp went out in obſcure darkneſs , 
Satan aſcended up into the Throne, the 
fire of Luſt roſe up in the Sanctuary, 
the Aﬀedtions were all in a mutiny againſt 
the upper Powers, and the whole Man 
became a Priſoner under Sin and Wrath; 
and allthis becauſe he left Thy &exw, his 
original State of reditude and holinef. 

2. Man fallen in oppoſition to fallen 
Angels : When Man (thou h but an ear- 
then Pitcher) fell from God, the whole 
Trinity ſeemed to be moved at it 3 the 
bowels of the Father yearned over him, 
and asnot content with inward compaſſi- 
ons, Grace breaks out at the Lips of the 
Son, Unto you, O men, do Tcall, (aith the 
eternal Word, Prov. 8.4. and (becauſe 


'words, ſuch as made a World, could not 


do it) 6+41\«u&dverai, Heb, 2.16, he catches 
hold of the Humane Nature, and rather 
than 
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than fail, he would live and bleed and 
dic in it for our Redemption : And leſt 
after all this Man ſhould not catch hold of 
his own Salvation, out comes: the holy 
Spirit to make ſure work of it in an applt- 
cation of it unto us, #4/ysorv on' ours, x, 
Tveew ys, dv Iewnivuv Low XESTS xortete 
Rata xore\oety, faith St. Chryſoſtome. When 
Mankind fled, and fled far from Chriſt, 
he purſued and caught hold of it : But 
when thoſe Veſlels' of Gold, the Angels, 
dropt out of Heaven, there was no ſuch 
matter; the Father's bowels (though of 
immenſe Jargenefs) were ſhut up, not a 
thought of mercy role in his heart towards 
them 3 the Son's Lips, which drop ſweet 
ſmelling Myrrh unto men, let fall never a 
ſyllable of comfort unto them , he ſaw 
them tumbling down from Heaven, yet 
caught not hold of them : the holy Spirit 
would not ſtir a foot to recover Thv *gxlw, 
their original Rectitude for them again, 
that ſo they might be capable of ſtaying 
in the holy Heavens, but down they muſt 
into Chains of darkneſs, ſuch as for ever 
ſhut out eyery glimpſe of Mercy. But 
why a Philanthropy rather than a Philan- 
gely 2 Why a Redemption for Men and 
not for Devils? Here men give their con- 

jectures: 
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jetures. Man (fay ſome) finned by ſedu- 
ion, but Devils by (elf-motion : In the 
Fall of Men (lay others) all the Humane 
Nature fell, but in the Fall of Angels all 
the Angelical Nature fell not. Others 
alledge that the Sin of Angels was more 
damnable than Man's, becauſe their Na- 
ture was more ſublime than his. Others 
yet affirm, that Men are capable of Repen- 
tance, but Devils not, becauſe whatever 
they once chooſe, they do immobiliter 
velle 5 the Devil ſexneth from the begin+ 
ning, 1 Job. 3. 8. 'tis not ſaid, he ſinned, 
but he linneth 3 becauſe from his firſt Apo» 
ſtaſie he ſinneth on unceſſantly. But alas! 
Who can limit the holy One? Might not 
his boundleſs Mercy have ſaved the ſelf- 
tempted Devils > What if his devouring 
Juſtice had broke out againſt devil-ſedu-» 
ced Men, nay, againſt all the Raee of Men? 
Who ſhould accuſe him for the Nations 
that periſh, which he hath made and Sin 
hath marred, i/d. 12. 124 Could not 
the Blood of God have waſhed out the 
blackeſt ſpots of fallen Angels? Was not 
the Almighty Spirit of Grace able to melt 
a Devil into Repentance ? Had we poor 
Worms been to difpute with the Devil a- 
bout the Body. of Chriſt, as Afichae! did 

| with 


oe. the Wark of Redemption. 
with him about the Body of ſes, O how 
ealily would he have reaſoned us out of 
our Redeemer ! What (would he have 
ſaid ) ſhall the tender bowels of God be 
let down to you on Earth and reſtrained 
to usin Heaven? Will the All-wiſe God 
repair his Clay-images in the Dunghil of 
the lower World, and neglect his fairer | 
Pictures once hung up in his own Palace 
of Glory ? May not the Son of God be a | 
Redeemer at an ealter rate, without ſtep» 
ping a foot out of his Fathers houſe, and 
will hetravel down fo far as an Incarnati- 
on? How much better were it for him to 
ſpot himſelf with an aſſumed Cherubin , 
than to take Fleſh into his glorious Per- 
ſon? But the great God hath neither gi. 
ven Angels a day to plead for a Redeemer; 
nor Man a licence to pry into his Ark. 
Wonder then, O Man, at this aſtoniſhing 
difference made by the divine Will alone. 
Angels muſt be damned and men may be 
ſaved ; golden Vellels are irreparably bro- 
ken, and earthen Pots are ct together a- 
= 3 Inmates of Glory drop to Hell, and 
aſt and Aſhes fly up to Heaven. When | 
confider thy Heavens and the Stars gliſter- | 
ing there, Lord , what is man that. thou 
mindeſs him, Pſal. 8. 4 £ but whenl _ | 
oy 4 
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fider thy. Heaven of Heaveus, and thy 
Angels dropping. from thence into utter 
darkneſs, Lord! what is man that thou 
faveſt him 8 Miſericordia Domini plena eſt 
terrazquare non dium eft,plenum w celum? 
quia ſunt ſpirituales nequitie in celeſtibus, 
fed non ille ad commune jus indulgentie 
Dei, remiſſion&mque peccatorun pertinent, 
as holy Ambroſe expreſles it. Even ſo gra- 
cious Father, becauſe ſo it ſeemeth good 
in thy ſight, Thus having found the right 
Captive [ paſs on 

\ 2. To the Captivity 3 and this I ſhall 
. ſet out in three things. 
I. The Chains: 
2. The Priſon. 
. 3- The Jailoxr, 

Asfor the firſt, I ſhall firſt touch upon 
the Chains themſelves, and then upon the 
diſtinct links thereof. 

I. The Chainsthemſelves are no other 
than Original and Actual Sin. | 

I. Original Sin is a very heavy Chainz 
and here [all view 

I. The upper end of this Chain,I mean, 
that firſt Sin of eating the forbidden fruit, 
called in the Schools Peccatum oricinale 0+ 


riginans : here there was truly magnum in 


| | parvo, a valt World of Sin in a ſmall Ad, 


N There 
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There was an Idol of ſelf-excellency a 


framing, and to adorn it, a concupiſcen- 
tial ſtealth of the forbidden fruit; and in 
this ſtealth a bloody Homicide, a Caying 


"of all Humane Nature at one blow ; an 


which is more, a kind of Deicide too, a 
{laying (as much as in Man lay ) even of 
God himſelf ; the Pride of this pri- 
mordial Sin ſnatching at God's excellen- 
cy, the Unbelief ſtabbing at his Truth, 
the Rebellion hghting againſt his Sove- 
reignty, the Ingratitude trampling his 
Goodneſs under foot, and the Preſumpti- 
on as it were daring out his Juſtice into 
warlike Arms; and all this contra prece- 
ptumian breve ad retinendum, tam leve ad 
obſervandum. This is the upper end of 
this Chain, and it reaches down to us all 3 
for in him we all ſinned, Rom. 5.13. The 
ſivecteſt Bonaventure cannot ſay, In Ada- 
mo non peccavi : For Adam was not here 
conſidered as a private perſon, but as 
the Root and Head of Mankind; Adam's 
perſon was the fountain of ours, and his 
Will the repreſentative of ours ; we were 
all in him naturally as latent in his Loins, 
and legally too as comprized within the 
Covenant made with him;therefore we all 
ſinned in his Sin.Omzes nos unns ille Adam, 


@ faith 
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faith one Father 3 Genus hbumangr in pri- 
mo parente velut in radice computruit, faith 
another. But that of Nazianzes is fulleſt 
of ſpiritual ſence, who cries out, 0 infirmi- 
tatem mean! med enim duco primi parentis 
infirmitatem. If any reply, But how could 
we fin in Adam ? I antiyer, that oyr hu- 
mane Nature was in him, and why might 
it notſ{inthere? You'l ſay, It could not 
for want of a Will; I anſwer, that our 
Wills were put into Adam's by that Cor 
yenant which was made with him for him- 
ſelf and all his poſterity, If one Man may 
put his Will into anothet Man's Will in a 
Comprimiſe, why may not God ( who is 
more Lord of our Wills than our ſelves) 
put all our Wills into Adam's by a Cove- 
nant ? and here God did it with abundant 
Equity, becauſe our Wills were put into 
Adam's as well for the obteining bleſſed- 
neſs upon his Obedience, as for the in- 
curring puniſhment upon his Dilobe- 
dience. 

2. The lower end of this Chain, the 
univerſal depravation of Nature, called 
Peccatum originale originatum ; this hangs 
upon the former, all habitual Sin bath an 
elſential relation to ſome a&tual Sin prece- 
dent, 'Tis impoſlable that one ſhould be 
p N 2 g Sis 
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a Sinner habitually,who in no kind ſinned 
actually, If Adam had not finned actual- 
ly, he had never been habitually vitia« 
ted ; nay,if we had not fianed 1n his Sin, 
we had never been fo. This ortginal De- 
pravation is the finning Sin, the Body of 
Sin, a Body in our Souls, Fleſh in our Spt- 
Tits, a Nail on our Eyes, a Plague/in our 
Hearts, and a-Root of bitterneſs in our 
whole Nature 3 'this. turns our Minds into 
Dungeons of darkneſs, our Wills into 
Gultfs of Sin, our Memories into leaking 
Veſſels, our Fanciesinto Forges of Vani- 
ty, our Aﬀections into Chambers of Ima- 
gery, our Members into Weapons of Un- 
righteouſneſs, and our whole Man into a 
Man of Sin; inſomuch that to be carnal is 
#0. walk ul «goo, 1 Cor. 3. 3. When 
we are formed in the Womb, this Chain 
les upon us, even zz primo ardore, 1n the 
firſt warmth of natural Conception, P/al. 
51.5. And when Chriſt is formed 1n our 
Hearts, this Chain preſſes ſo hard upon 
the ſpiritual Embryo, that as ſoon as ever 
it begins to live, it falls a ſighing and 
groaning with. tears, Oh ! my hard heart ! 
Oh ! my unbelieving heart! Oh ! my car- 
nal ſenſual heart ! 0h wretched man that I 


am, who ſhall deliver me from this body of 
> 3M death £ 


F 
. 
2 
| 
i 
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death? Rom. 7. 24. Nay, the very Phi- 
lofophers themſelves (who never kenned 


ſo far as the top of this Chain, I mean 
Adam's Sin) yet ſeem to feel the weight 


of it : Wherefore ſometimes they com- ' 


plain of a Sepulchrum Corporis, as if owe 
were become 9a, a Grave tothe Soul ; 
and ſometimes they, cry out, of a 
Defluvium Pennarum, as if the Soul had 
loſt her Wings. Whither alſo may be re- 
ferred the Triſmegiſts Indumentum: Tnſci- 
tie, Pravitatis F nndaementum, | Corruptio- 


Olv- 
en in a horrid {lavery and Ca aptivit: 
in;there 


© that of Acual;the wholeWorld 2 &p TH 70> 
. Weg KATA, I Joh, 3-19. lies 19 wickednzfs,as A 


Slave in his Chains.Oh!.the, open-Profane- 
neſs, ſecret Hy pocrilie ics, ſpiritual Wicked- 
neſles, carnal Pollutions, daring,Preſump- 


.tions, faultring Infirmities 3 Impjeties a- 
-gainſt God, Unrighteouſneſs againſt Men, 
.vaſt Armies and Hoſts of Sin which cover 
"the World. - As Original 'Sin turns Man 
- Into a Man, of Sin 3 ſo AQual Sin turn the 


World into a World of Sin. This isa long 


Chain reaching from Adam's Fall to the 


N Wor Ids 
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Worlds Fencd, _ or firſt tolaſt en- 
wrappth tves all ato | 
: Ppihs. Fbrs the — # are conſi- 
derable, and thofe are three greit ories. 
i. The firſt Link js Macnls peccats, the 
Stain of Sin; this is the filth-of the Chain, 
a brahd of  Sefohniry on the naked Cap- 
tive Godis the begiity of Holineſs,and 
there is no turning from him without a 
Blot: Godisa Sutof infinite Fight, and 
there 18 no holditly up or hands againſt 
him withont caſting a dark ado, on Gur 
faces, Every Sin is a filthireſs; If it be a 
brizy | Tft, "th uaNub us ozekds, filthineſs 
of . fl ; if 4 fpiritual ' wickedneſs, 'ris 
ha\vs uo Tv8polor, filtbireſs of ſpirit, as the 
Apoſtle diftinguiftieth, 2Cor. 7, 1 Nay, 
that which is thinkfs of Act 4, the EX- 
"ternal commiſſion of the AQ, AIsYer filthi- 
neſs of ſpirit in the internal commactla- 
tion of the Soul. The wicked caſt out 
mirc and dirt, and the more they caſt out 
in the tranſient Ads of f Sin,the more there 
1s within in the abiding ſp ot of it, When 
the AF of Sin is paſſed and gone, the Sp6t 
and Stain thereof ſtays behinid, arid de- 
nominates us y85 on aSde, ehildrex of diſ- 
obedience, | 
2. The ſecond Litik is Reatns Fuo_ 
tac 
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the Guilt of Sin, a dreadful Link chain- 
ing the naked Captive to divine Wrath, 
allened within him by the deſert of Sin, 
and bound upon him by the Juſtice of 
God ; and hence he becomes 7tuvov oeyuc, 
& child of wrath. No ſooner doth he turn 
from God as his Law-giver, but he meets 
him as his Judge, and that in the face 3 
The face of the Lord is againſt them that do 
evil, Whileſt he flies extra ordinem pre 
cepti, hee falls intra ordinew juſtitie, the 
wages of ſin is death, | 
3. The third Link is Regnum peccat, 
the Reign of Sin, Sinis an abſolute Ty- 
rant over us ; his Laws are all writ in Let- 
ters of blood, hisſtrong Holds are in our 
very Reaſons,2 Cor, 10. 4,5- His Throne 
151n our Wills, his winged Chariot in our 
Aﬀedtipng, : bis Weapons in our earthly 
Member$ z/ and our whole man is d'zXc5 


&pegliac, the ſlave of ſin, Joh. 8: 34- 


2, Thenext thing in the Captivity 1s 


the Priſon, and that is the Wrath of God : 
-But here we muſt diſtinguith the Walls 


from the Dungeon, the Walls are very 
ſtrong and dreadful, infinite Juſtice and 
Holineſs are the flaming Cherubims that 
guard them 3 and the Hand-writing upon 
them is, 4 curſe to the ſinuer and woe to 

N 4 #he 
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the worker of iniquity. ' The poor Captive 


(as long as his Chains are 'unbroken) lies 


Within theſe Walls imiImos mf ow, under 
the- judement of God, Rom. 2. 


19. Wrath 
abides upon him, Joh. 3. 36.' a ſad State. 


Nevertheleſs, whileſt but here, he is a 


Priſoner of Hope, a Captive capable of 
Redemption. The Dungeon is Hell it 
ſelf; a place of Darkneſs, a gulf of 'un- 
quenchable Fire,' a bottomleſs Pit of Per- 

ition,-into which i impenitent Sinners are 
{till a ſinking deeper and deeper, without 
any hope of aſcending out of itz when 


the Captive is once here, the utmoſt far- 
thing! will be exated of him. | 


3. The laſt thing in the Captivity is the 
Jaylor, even- Satan, and he "Goth three 
things. 

1. He takes the Cx ptive into his cuſts- 
dy, the Natural Man's Heart: becomes his 
Palace, and every room in it is'tul] of het- 
liſh furniture 5 not the Turret of Reaſon, 
nay, not the reliques of the divine Inia 

left free , but have ( as a 
_ PF lenened Biſhop ſpeaks)habj- 
tatoreme Diabolum:;and it ap- 
pears that a proud Devil dwells under the 
ſame roof, becauſe men ſeek to be juſtified 


thereby, 
2. He 
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' 9, He keeps on the Captive's Chainshe 
ſooths up the Old Man, as if 'there::were | 
no ſuch thing as a New-creature, and flat. : 
ters the earthly Members as if : there: iwere 
noſuch'place as Haven 3 he blows .up the 
-miſcrable'Captive into: proud reflexes;::a8 
if he had Reaſon enough to .ſpah all-Myk 
{teries, -and:Will enough to:teem all Gras 
'ces out: of the dead Wombiof Natiirec: He 
ſtands at theright hand-of: Originat /Got» 
ruption, :brooding and em colty 
rupt Nature into Concupicences,: Gohci- 
iſcences into Acts, Adts by iteratiqn1n6d 
Yavies and Cuſtoms, . which are a-ſecand 
-corrupt Nature; and all this\while hekeeps 
the Houfe in peace,. that the Captivemay 
{leep on in his Chains)//Andit-the Chaws 
'rattletoo-much incrying Scandals he hnes 
-them with ſome Moralities; If legal Cott- 
,vidtions make them ron hot; he ſprinkdbs 
-and. cools them with-ſome-preſumption;af 
;Mercy 3 if they be weighty and preſiidg 
upon Conſcience, he lightens then with 
ſome forms of Godlineſs;,; if after -allithis 
the Captive-will yet awake, he (hall (if 
;Satan-can.do.it) Dives-hike open his Eyes 
+ jn Torments, and Deſperation ſhall ſwal- 
: low himup for ever. He works all man- 
- peraf ways in Men, that:he may Keep. qn 
F their 


286 of the Work, of Redemption. 


their Chains, and add one link of filth 
and guilt to another. 

-:13, He keeps the Captive (as much as in 
him. lies) withia the Walls of the Priſon. 
Oh ! what ſerpentine Windings | what cir- 
eumventing Methods ! what untraceable 
Depths ! What lying Promiſes | what 
(hews of Happineſs doth he uſe to keep 
them there! He is well content to hw 
theAmbitious one his Pioacles of Honour, 
the Covetous his. Bags of Mammon, the 
Volaptuous his Paradiſe of carnal plea- 
fares; the Curious his fine-ſpun Cob- 
webs of School-notions, every Captive his 
peceatumn in deliciis, his beloved Corrup- 
tion, ſoas they will but ſtay where they 
we jn a ſtate of Wrath. 

3.” Having | feen the Captive and 
tivity , let us paſs on to . conli- 
der ' rhe Redeemer z and here I would 
-firſt ptemiſe that 'no Creature-could re- 
"deem ns out of this Captivity. Sin is an 
mfnite-evil, objectively infinite 3 'ris:'a 
fighting apainft 3n infinite Majeſty , a 

ſtriving againſt infinite Sovereignty, an 
enmity to infinite Holineſs, a-provocation 
toinfinite Juſtice, a Deicidinde, x ſtviki 

at the very Life and Being of 'Goad ; G Gol 
"Kath no other Oppoſite bay Sin, and were 
- It 


Thefoi is ho proportion at all between fi- 
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it poſſible that the leaſt drop of it could 
get into him, he would inſtantly ceaſe tat 
be God ; and now where fhall God have 
fatisfaftion for fuch an evil as this 2 Shall 
the Brural Warld be a Sacrifice fot the 
Rational? Alas! the blood of. bulls and 
goats cirmot take away ſn, Can the Caps 
tive do ought in it? Can he wear off ns 
Chaitis with” repentant Tears, or work 
them off with after-holineſs? Alas ! the 
Captive is in love with his. Chains, and 
therefore at a vaſt diſtance from Repen» 
tafice and Holineſs. But if he had both; 
doubtleſs thoſe repentant Tears would be 
blaek or falt i- ſome meaſure, and there- 
fore wait a L.aver 5 that Hohnefs in com- 
pariſon of fporlets PerfeCtion would be but 
a5 a filthy Rag, and therefore want a Co- 
ver, But ſappofe he had fach tears as are 
the pureBlood of a filial heart without 
blackneſs or-faltnels in them.,. and ach 
Holideſs as is pure Linnen, fire and white 
without any (pot (in it! 3 yer-allithis muſt 
be of free Grace and nothing of his own, 


#tid'then how can he who fits / ex propree, 


ſotifie ex dliexno ? But admit that theſe 


-Gravces were his own roo 3 'yet how tin 


finite Graces ſatisfie for an infinite Evil? 


nite 
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dteand infinite. But you't ſay, Sims tn- 
finite objectively, and ſo are Repentance 
and Holineſs too 3 therefore they may 1a- 
tisfie-for Sin. - T anſwer ; The difference 1s 
valt, for Sin is: meaſured by the Objec;and 
therefore being againſt aninfinite God 1s 
ina fort infinite 3 but Sattsfadtion 15 mea- 
fared by.the Stibje&, 'and itherefore. Re- 
_—— and Holineſs being ſubjectively 
nite cannot. ſatisfie for'Sin., But you'l 
vet reply, Theſe Graces: flow from an 10- 
finite Spirit, and therefore-may fſatisfie for 
Sin. | I anſwer; This is the grand diſpro- 
portion between thoſe works which Chriſt 
works for: us as a Surety, and thoſe works 
which the Spirit works 4nus. as a Sandi» 
fer :. 'In'the firſt there is Gbd- and Man 4a 
one Perſon, and therefore they are of: an 
4nfinite Dignity 3 but. not in the ſecond, 
and therefore they. are Þut of a finite Va- 
Jue. The forlorn Captiyeicanby no means 
help /himfelf,;. and what ſhall he do? Shall 
the pray in;aid of: the /haly; Angels? | But 
O! what trembling fits would there .be 
in them 2;What-paleneſs in the Cherubims 
-at ſuch: 4: task?;: But; ſuppoſe they could 
-all be. indueed. to become : a Saerifice- far 
us, would the holy One open. his Eyes 
upon ſuch a Satisfaction 2.-But if he As 
© 1441 | waar 
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what would become of them 2 How (e 


would our Debts empty all their Coffers, 


and God's Wrath. break all their backs, 
and who ſhould redeem theſe Redeemers? 
Therefore every Creature muſt ſay, 'tis 
not in me to redeem. This premiſed, the 
Redeemer is the Lord JeſusChriſt,the true 
Immanuel, the Word made Fleſh, the Man 
God's Fellow, the great Triſmegiſt, a Roy- 
al Prieſt, Prieſtly Prophet, and Prophe- 
tical King all in one ; a Prieſt upon his 
Throne, a Couquerour on his Croſs, a 
Healer by his Wounds. Oh! could we 
ſee his Glory, his Head is a Fountain of 
holy Oil, his Hairs woolly with Eternity, 
his Eyes flaming with Omniſcience , his 
Feet brafled with invincible Power, his 
Robe of Righteouſneſs as long and broad 
as the Law, his Girdle of Truth all of 
pure Gold , his Heart graven with the 
Names of Saints, and his tender Bowels 
ſhewing themſelves through bis bleedin 
Wounds. This is the Saviour 4 the world 
and Redeemer of Man, this is he 3 and he 
hath a threefold Right to be lo. 

I. Jus Proprietatis, as God. 

2, Jus Tdoneitatis.,, as the Son of God. 

3. Jus ConjunGionis, as Man, as aSure« 


Jus 
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1. Jus Proprietatis,-as God, who ſhould 
redeem a Creathre but the true Owner ? 
And who is he but is the Creator? 0- 
.., oem peraitam quis requirit 
+ 550008 (lays Ti ws Deans = per- 
didit * Quis antem perdidit , nonne qui 
habuit * Buis autem habuit , nonne cujus 
Fuit £ Homo non alterins res eft quan Crea- 
Zoric. He that is «&\1b&s 6 awTye, truly a Sa- 
wiour (as the Expreſſton i5, Job.4.42.)muſt 
be God indeed. Should one mere Crea- 
ture redeem another, he ſhould ipſo faFo 
pluck away a Creature from his Creator, 
inaſmuch as iedemption is a greater Tie 
than Creation. Now Jeſus Chriſt, who came 
to redeem us, 1s very God, not a Metapho- 
rical but the trxe God , 1 Joh. 5. 20. hot a 
petty, but the great God, Tit. 2. 13.notan 
under ſubordinate God, but over al/ God 
bleſſed for ever, Rom.g.5. not a God by of- 
fice, but a Jehovah, Fer. 23.6. a God by 
x##tyre 3 though not awry, as to his Sub- 
diſtence, yet wnIr3c, as to his Eſfence. 
Gods name is in him, Exod. 23.21. One 
great Letter of that Name is Eternity,and 
his going forth was from everlaſting, Mic.5. 
-2- another is Immutability, and be is ye- 
Sterday,to day and for ever the ſame,Heb.13. 


8. another 15 Omailcience,and he —_ 
a 


| 


fun of of the Godhead dwells in him,Col.2.9. 
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all things, Joh.21.17. another is Omnipo- 
tence, and he hath all the power in heguen 
and earth, Matth. 28. 18. another is Im- 
mortality, and he hath y in himſelf, Job. 
5.26. another is Immenſity, and he whileſt 
on earth was in heaven, Joh. 3. 13. and 
though long ſince aſcended to heaven, x 

ſtill on earth, Matth. -28. 20. - All theſe 

ken Letters are graven on the God» 
Hd nod mv Th Teas 1 Sedmilcs, all the 


all theſe ſhed forth a divine Glory and Mas 
jeſty,& he is &T0Vccoun Tt Were, the bright« 
neſs of divine glory, Heb. 1.3. and when 
need we any more witneſſes of his Deity ? 
His Name is wonderful, Iſai. 9.6. far above 
allCreatures;his Generation is ugutterable, 
being i905 0s, the proper Son of the Father, 
Rom.8,32.not as Creatures made ex nibilo, 
but as a proper Son begotten out of his ve- 
ry Subſtance; his ſtanding is «» caepJ v5, 
in the eſſential form of God, the very divine 
ature, Phil. 2. 6. and his ſpecial Vbi there 
1s the F athers boſom, Joh. 1. 18. and from 
thence together with him he breathesforth 
the holy Ghoſt. His Works are divine and 
all one with the Fathers, Joh. 5.19, Heat 
in counſel with him in framing his Eternal 
Decrees, and ſince wrought with him in 
making 
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making firſt, a; World of - Creatures and 

thena Church of Saints ; and ſtill he works 

With him in the preſervation and guberna- 

tion of both. Laſtly, his two Teſtaments 

( which face each other as the Cherubims 

upon the Ark ) by their ſweet glances and ©? 

xeſpetive aſpets upon each other do diſs #® 

£cloſe his Deity. For in the Old Tefta» - | 

ment tis ſaid, that Jehovah brought Iſrael 

out of Egypt, Exod. 20. 2. in the New Te- 

ſtament 'tis ſaid, that Chris? did it, Jude 4. 

and 5. Ver. inthe Old Jehovah: circumciſes 

the heart, Dent. 30. 6. in the New Chriſt 

dothit, Col.2.11. inthe Old Jehovaf pour- 

ed out the Spirit, Joel 2. 28. in g& New 

Chriſt, As 2.33. in the Old every knee 

bowes to Jehovah, Tſai. 45. 23. in the New 

#0 Chriſt, Rom, 14. 11. inthe Old zriracles 

were done in Jehoual's Name, 2 Kings 2.21. 

1n the New z# Chriſt's, 4s 9. 34. in the 

Old Jehovah is the firft and: the laſt, Iſai. 

44-6. in the New Chriſt is Alpha and Ome- 

ga, Revel. 1. 11. in the Old there 3s Deus 

abſconditus, Iſai. 45.15. in the New Deus 

manifeftatus in carne,1 Tim.3.16.All which 

do moſt pregnantly prove the Deity of . 

Chriſt unto us. Nevertheleſs proud Rea- 

ſon will be babling, How can the Father 

beget the Son. ex proprii Subſtanti2 2 Can 
| any 
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any patt of the Divine Eſſence be diſcind- 
ed in ſuch a Generation? Orif not, can 
the whole be given to the Son ?. And if ſo, 
how is it retained to the Father? I an- 
{wer 3 The Father gave unto the.Son the 
whole Eſſence, non alienatione ſed commus 
nicatione, non generatione emanante, ſed 
immanente 3 the Father ſo begets the Son, 
as that he ſtill poſſeſſes him, Prov.8. 22. the 
Son lo goes forth from the Father. as that 
he ſtill 2bides in him; his eternal egreſs, 
Micah 5. 2. is x7\ jw, not by defluxts 
on, but immanſion, I ax: i» the Father and 
the Eqther in me, ſaith Chriſt, Joh.14.10:; 
IndeeFat we ſpeak accurately, the Fas» 
ther begets the Son out of himſelf rather 
in Eſſentia divind, than ex eſſenti4 divint:; 
Hence the entire Eſſence 1s in the Father; 
and the entire Eflence is.in the Son tooz 
and what if it could not be thus ina finite 
Eflence ? yet why may it not be fo in an 
infinite? What if Reaſon cannot fathom 
it? muſt therefore Faith reject it ? I con- 
clude then, that Chriſt is very God, and 
as God hath a right to redeem us his Crea- 
tures. . | Ci, 

2. Ju Idoneitatis, as the Son of God, 
he was moſt fit to be our Redeemer; what 
can. be more perfe&ly congruous than Re- 

(/ conciliation 
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conciliation by God's beloved one, Ad- 
option by his Natural Son, Reparation of 
his gracious Image by his ſubſtantial, a 
ſhine of Favour by the brightneſs of his 
Glory, beams of Light by his Wiſdom, 
Reſtitution of Life by the Prince of Life, 
and Mediation between God and Man by 
the middle Perſon 1n the ſacred Trinity ? 
There be three great goings foxth of God, 
into which all others may be reſolved;the 
firſt is that fundamental one of Creation, 
and upon Sins Entry, which is but an A- 
pottaſie from Creation , in comes the ſe- 
cond, viz. Redemption, and out of this 
as out of a Fountain flows the third, and 
that is SanCtification 3 theſe hang 1n order 
one upon another. Unleſs there had been 
a Creature, and that Apoſtate, there had 
been no place for Redemption 3 and un- 
teſs there had been a Redemption, there 
had been no room for Sandctification ; for 
God would never have reimplanted his 
Image of Holineſs in a Creatureleft under 
the eternal ſtroke of his Juſtice, nor have 
plucked away the ſpot of Sin there, where 
the guilt of Sin 15 left behind. Now al- 
bett it 15a moſt ſure Rule, that Opera Tri- 
witatis ad extra ſunt indiviſa, yet among 
Divines Creationisina ſort peculiarized 

« ro 
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_ to'the Father as the firſt, -Redemption-to 


the Son as the ſecond, and' SanGrfication 
to the'Spiritas the third Perſonan'theGlo: 
rious Trinity. Fhus in theſe:three goings 
forth of God, each perfon inthe Trinity 
hathhis ſpecial: Shine, and: that in the ve4 
ry Order of his Subſiſtence: 'z' wherefore 
it was very congruous that the Son, of all 
the Perfons inthe Trinity; ſhould be - of 
Redeemer. | \ ' rrpn 
3, Jus ConjunTtioxis ; he that redeems 
a Captive muſt be Peiſona:covjuntte with 
him, and ſo was Chtit{t with us/in a three» 
fold reſpet.  - iO f of 
I. Conjuntione natureh , he was ,our 
Goel, Tſai. 59. 20. that 1s, eur next kinjomwdnd 
by his Incarnation, and owr Redeemer by 
his' Paſſion 3 heaſfumed our Nature 1n- 
to himſelf that he might redeem us; p4ya5 
93s was made /uK@cy tp, thegreat God 
a ſacking Child ; regens Sydera, yet ſugens 
Ubera, he that raled the Stars-ſucked the 
Breaſts. The word was made fleſh, Fob.t.14- 
and a ſtrange making it was 3 all other 
Creations are (as it were) extra Deum,but. 
here was a Creation 1n the very Perſon of 
God. The glorious Trinity in the very in- 
ſtant'of drawing the Humane Nature ex 
#thilo interweaved it with the Perſon of 
O 2 the 
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the Son, ſo that it never was any where 
but there ; alt other Creations ſtand uns 
.der the Roof of Providence and Preſer- 
vation, but here the Humane Nature is an 
Tomate it the very ſame Perſon with the 
Divine : all other Creatures have their 
proper ſutable ſeats andUb7's in the Sphere 
of Nature, but here's the Sackcloth of an 
Humane Body caſt upon, and the Ruſh- 
candle of a Reaſonable Soul lighted up in 
the Sun it ſelf. The glorious Son of God 
eſpouſed Fleſh and Blood, and the Bride- 
chamber (where the knot was tied) was 
the Virgins Womb; there was he zzade of 
4 Wgeman, conſubſtantial with us as to his 
Humanity, who was conſubſtantial with 
the Father as to his Divinity. O how 
ofeat is this Myſtery, God manifeit in the 
eſh 1! O Domine ! quam ad- 
Cypr . de Nativ. yiirabile nomen tuum ! not 
Chrifti, \ : . 

| modo mundi hujus ftlaturans 
admiror, non ſtabilitatem Terre, non Lune 
defeFum & incrementum, non Solem ſemper 
integrum & laborem ejus perpetuum: Miror 
Deum in utero Virgins, - miror Omnipoten- 
tert in cunabulis, miror quomodo Verbo Dez 
caro adheſerit, quomodo incorporeus Deus 
corporis noitri tegumentum induerit 5 in c&- 
terir alizue ſatisfaciant rationes, hic ſolus 
C me 
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we compleFitur ſiupor. God never came 
ſo near to us. £75, this wonderful Con» 
junction. In the Creatures we ſee God 
aboveus, in the Law we ſee God againſt 
us 3 but here we fee Immanuel, God. with 
#5: he is one with us by a natural Con 
juntion, but that's not all; for being in 
our Nature he became one with us 

2. Conjun@ione Legali,he'was our Spon» 
for or Surety, and (o in:Law one perſon 
with us ; his Stile is ©yyvos !Na;Hiinns, Surety 
of the covenant, Heb.7. 22, and the Cove- 
nant being\mutual on both parts , from 
God to Man and from Man to- God, he's 
in both reſpects a Surety of it 3 a Surety 
on God's part that his Promiſes ſhould:be 
performed tous, and a Surety on our parts 
that our Debts ſhould be paid to Gad:We 
were double Debtors to God'; as Rational 
Creatures we owed perfe& Obedience, 
and as Sinful Creatures we owed eternal 
Sufferings 3 | the firſt is a debt to God's 
Holineſs, and the ſecond to his Juſtice. 
Now Jeſus Chriſt was our Surety for both, 
a Surety to fulfil all Righteouſneſs for us, 
and the Fidejufſorial Bond which he gave 
for this was bis Circumciſion ; for he bad 
no (inful fleſh to be cut off, but would be- 
come a debtor to the whole Law for us3 and 
O 3 Ta 
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in Circumciſion he ſigned ſecurity for-tt 
with his own'Blood : and alſo a Surety to 
take our Sitis on him. Hence the Righte+ 
ous God (who-cannot but judge accard- 
fngto truth) charged dur iniquities upon 
him, 1/ai. 53. 6. and he as'our Surety ac» 
cepted ki charge, and thoſe words, ay 
gon are not hid from thee, Pſal.'69.5. arei(as 
Jerom thi rl ſpoken ex perſons Chriiti, 
Goth was ph not coxwvifſor, yet fuſe 
ceptor rms our Fleſh' and Blood 
was taken into kisDivine Pevſon, and.our 
Sims (which could by no'means enteran 
there) 'wereyct caſt upon him, and |bemg 
caftvupon 'him ,- God exadted (atisfacks- 
on->bf him;: App NV) BY / 5t'mas exdatea 
_ he anfaveved, Tſai. 53. 7." Satisfadbivn 
was :exated: from him as our Surety, and 
lheaanfiered for us : > and what was his An- 
_— Why, Tle lay down my- Life,-TJe 
urout my: Soul,: faith the's:her all 'the 

rath ade thoſe $ns be ſqueezed intb 
one Cup and Tle drink it upto the bdt- 
tom; let the Fire of God's Anger drop 
down from Heaven, and Ile-be the'Pa- 
fchal Lambroafted in it. Thus Jeſus Chrift 
iwas a Surety, nay, Wfli=/yer, thenobleft gf 
-Sureties,purting his Soul1nour Souls ſtead, 
to bear our:Sinsand God's Wrath 3 and 
for 
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for this very purpoſe was he one with us 
in Natare that he might be one with us 
in Law too. But neither is this all, for 
both theſe ConjunCtions are crowned with 
a third, and ſo he 1s one with us - 

3. ConjunFione Myſtica , Chriſt is the 
Head, and the Church'is the Body, and 
both together make up one myſtical Chriſt, 
I Cor. 12.12. the Head in Heaven, and the 
Body on Earth 3 and the ſpiritual Conti- 
nuity between both is one and the fame 
holy Spirit, which is on the Head without 
meaſure, and on the Members according 
to meaſure. - If the Jew ask us where is 
Chriſt? wecantruly anſwer, He ts at the 
right hand of God 'm Heaven}; and on 
Earth, loe here is Chriſt and there is Chriſt 
living and breathing in his Saints ;- every 
Saint 15 ptece of him, and all (together 
are hisflelneſs, Eph. 1.23. ſo that he doth 
not count himſelf complete without them. 
This ConjunQion 1s ſo near and”full of 
ſpiritual Senſe, that a poor Member- can- 
not ſuffer on Earth,but inſtantly the'Head 
in Heaven cries out of Perſecution, As 9. 
4. and eventhe ſuffering Member reckons 
himſelf ſitting in Heaven, as long as his 
Head 1s there, Eph. 2. 6. 

Thus our Redeemer comes very near 
O 4 unto 
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unto us in-a threefold Conjuncion, and 
in each Conjunction there is a rare Conde- 
ſcention..' In the firſt he came down into 
Our Natures by a ſtupendious Incarnation, 
in the ſecond he came down into our Hell 
by a Fidcjuſforial Paſtion, in the third he 
comes.down into our Hearts by the Spirits 
Inhabitation 3, the firſt opens away. tothe 
ſecond, the ſecond is the purchaſe.of the 
third, and the third, as in 'defign,, was a 
Motive to, and, as in exiſtence, is a Crown 
upon the Work of Redemption. 

4. Having conſidered the Redeemer , 
I paſs'on to the Price 3 and here I ſhall re- 
duce all to three Queſtions. 

\ x... What this Price is ? | 

2. What manner of Price it is? 

.. For whom it was paid? 

1. What. this Price is 2: and this is the 
Humane Nature of Chriſt, as iſabje&ted 
to the Law. When the Son of God came 
forth to redeem. us, he was made of a wo- 
man, made under the Law, to redeem us that 
were under the Law, Gal. 4. 4, 5. Made of a 
Woman, there's his humane Nature z made 
winder the Law, there's his ſub jection to 
the Lav, and the End of allLis our Redem- 
ption :* Chriſt through the eternal Spirit of- 
Jered up rae to Goa, Heb.g.14. and that 

11 
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ina way fully anſwering the demands of 
the Law. The Law demanded of the Cap- 
tives two things; -perfect Obedience from 
them as rational Creatures, and penal Sufs 
fering from them as finful ron. a : aud 
Chriſi gave up his Humane Nature a price 
both ways, in doing and in ſuffering 3 he 

ave. himſelf, that is, his humane ature 
for or ug an offering and a ſacrifice, Eph. 5.2. an 
Offering in his. Active Obedience, anda 
Sacrifice in his Paſſive, and both theſe to» 
gether were the entire Price of our Res» 
demption. 

1. Chriſt gave up himſelf in his Attive 
Obedience. That holy thing, his humane 
Nature, as ſoon as it came; out-into the 
World,fell a breathing forth of HolineG, 
burving with zeal for God, 'melting 1n 
compatiions overMen,bowingit felf down 
in miraculous humility , 'and ina rape of 
love doing all theWill of God,even tothe 
laſt gaſp upon- the Croſs. His' thoughts 
were all births of Holineſs, his words 0 
racles of Truth, his works a fulfilling all 
Righeconlnelhand his meat and drink was 
to do his Father's Will : He aſcended up to 
the top or pinacle of the Moral Law io 
the ſweeteſt ſtrains of Love, and fetched 
about the breadth or yaſt compals of it le 

| the 
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thelargeneb of his Obedience, and paſſ: 
ed down to the very henim or border of it 
inthe lowneſs of his Humility. Rather 
thanfail, he would be-ſ{ubje& to his own 
Creature, Ink. 2.51, pay tribute to; his 
own Subject,” 2atth. 17. 27. and walh his 
Diſciples feet with thoſe very hands which 
had all the power #n Heaven and Earth in 
them, Joh. 13.3, 4,5: ''Nay, he ſtooped 
down as low as the fringe-of - the Ceremo- 
nial Law ; his finleſs flelhwas circumciſed, 
Cake 2. 21: lis'holy Mother purified, Luk. 
2. 22, the true Paſleover kept the typical 
one, Matth."26.20,21.''and fo obedienti- 
ally ſtoodanderhis ownthidow. Incve- 
ry reſpet he was obedienit unto death: 
His jence was a fair Commentary" of 
thewhole Law, writtety in glorious Oha- 
rafters-of Hotneſs and ' Riphteouſnefs all 
his hfe longs, and at hisdeath claſped' and 
fealed up'withhis precious Blood,  Thrts 
the Mandatry part of the 'Law was 'an- 
fivered ;now forthe Minatory. 
2, He gave up himſelf in his paſſive o- 

bedience; he was'in ſome ſence crucifyed 
in the womb, in that he was made of his 
creature '5' and coming forth into' the 
world, allhis life was a perpetual paflion, 
Tn Goſpd ſhews us the immenſe God 1n 
7 ſwadling 
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ſ(wadling clouts, the builder of all things 
working 2s a. Carpenter, the holy: one 
hurried 'mp and down by a tempting De« 
vil, the 'Hller. of all things hungry, the 
fountain of living water thinfty, the power 
of 'God:/weary, ' the eternal joy of the Fas , 
ther weeping, the owner of all things exs 
treme- poors and not knowing where t0 
lay his in his own world, Thus as 
mail of ſorrows he pafies on towards his 
Croſs ; one 'of his own Apoſtles betrays 
mg him; another denying him, the. reft 
forfaking him, the chief Prieſts bloodily 
conſpiring againſt him, fale witneftes un» 
juſtly-accnſing-him, the tumultuous rabble 
crying out, corucify, erncify, and Pilate þ 
firſt confeſting his innocency, and then 
condemning his perſon. And now arriving 
whis Crofs, forrows break in upan every 
part,” his head raked* with thorns; his 
face beſmeared with ſpittte, his eyes'#& 
flifted with the teurs of friends, hisEtirs 
filled ' with: the blaſphemies of enemies, 
his- lips -of grace wer -with vinegar and 
pall;' his. hands and feet nailed to the 
Crofs, and this ſacred body hanging' be- 
tween thieves, racked and tortured to 
* dYAeath in aCofcotha of ftench and rotten- 

% neſs, But all this js but the outſide of his 
872 | : paſlion; 
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paſſion; at the ſame time hell was let looſe, 
and from thence the Devils as fo many 
roaring Lyons came with open mouth to 
devour him, and ( which is much more ) 
Heaven thundred over his head, and the 
righteous God, as angry as our fins could 
make him , fel/ a ſmiting of him, Iſai. 
53-4. and ſmote him 7 his Soul too, verſe 
Io. and with ſmiting woxrnded and bruiſed 
him, verſe 5. the ſmart and anguiſh whtre- 
of was. ſo great that he was afraid, Hebr; 
$- 7.-and his fear wasſo high, that he be- 
gan dd provev to faint away, and iyxucd- 
» to be ſore amazed, Mark 14.33. and 
zn_ this amazement, the Eclipſe was fo 


dark, that he was TzeAvno ſurrounded 
with ſorrows even wnto death, verſe 34. and 
1a this ſpiritual Siege, he falls a praying, 
Fatber if it be poſſable, let this cwp paſs from 


me, nepertheleſs not as I will, but as thoy 
wilt, Matth. 26,39. and inprayer he finks 
into-an agnony, His ſoul became like that 
poor ſhip, that fellintoa place where two 
ſeas met, the, fore-part ſticking-faſt,; and 
remaining' unmoveabhle, and the hinder- 
part broken 'with the violence of the 
waves, As 27. 41. Even ſo here were 
two ſeas met, a fea of wrath ſtorming a- 
gainſt him as our Surety, and a ſeg of loye 

breathing 
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breathing inghim after our Redemption: 
His humane will as nature ſhrunk at the - 
ſenſe of Gods wrath, but as reaſon it ſted- 
faſtly pointed at the work of our Salva» 
tion, Redemption ſtood faſt and unmove- 
able in his heart, yet the ſame heart 
( though without the leaſt ſpot of finful 
contrariety ) was broken with the waves 
of amazing horrors, and ſo dreadful was 
this. agony,: that it caſt this grand Heroe 
( the _ of all the Martyrs) into a 
bloody ſweat, there fell from him great 
drops of blood, Luke 22. 44. The fins of 
the world aſcending up asa vaſt cloud be- 
fore Gods Tribunal, now came daſhin 
down upon him in an horrible tem 
of incomprehenſible.. wrath, and this 
makes him cry, nay (as the Plalmiſt hath 
it Pſal. 22.1. ) roar out upon the Croſs, My 
God!. my God ! Why haſt thou forſaken 
me? Mat. 27. 46. One would have 
thought at the firſt bluſh, that the humane 
nature had been dropt out of his divine 
perſon; but though that were not, yet 
the ſenſe of Gods favour was for a time 
ſuſpended from his humane nature. Never 
was ſorrow like to his ſorrow. In all the 
legal ſacrifices there was deſtruFio rei ob- 
late, and all thoſe deſtructions were _ 
me 
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med ap in his faffertngs.  Asghe:'corn he: 
was bruiſed, as the wine and'oil poured 
ont, asthe Lamb ſlain and roſted int the fire 
of Gods wrath, and as the ſcape-goat dyi- 
ven into the diſmal wilderneſs of deſertion, 
He did as it were ſport in Creation, but 
in Redemption he ſweats, ſuffers, bleeds 
and dyes. | 

Now his humane nature thus made un-/ 
der the Law, both 1n his aftive and paſ- 
five obedience, is the complete and inte» 
gral price of our Redemption; I ſay, botte 
in his active and: paſhve obedience, for 
theſe were not fundred cither in exiftence 
or merit. 

7. Notin exiſtence ; for there was paſ- 
ſion in his actions, and ation in his paſ- 
ſflons: from firſt to laſt, his obedience 
was with ſuffering, and his ſuffering with 
obedience. There' was paflton ih his aCti- 
ons; 'twas a great ſuffering for the great 
Law-giver to be under the Law, for the 
Lord of the Sabbath to obſerve it. The 
nobleſt and pureſt piece of the Law is the 
knowihg and loving of God, and yet e- 
ven 1n that there was a great ſuffering 5 
for he who eternally knew the Father in . 
an infinity of light, now knew him as it 


were by candle-light in a finite reaſon 5 
; I 
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he who eternally embraced the Father in 
an infinity of love, . now loved hin i the 
narrow compals of a finite will ; and theres 
fore even in theſe ix4vart war be exaptied 
himſelf as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Phzl. 2. 7; 
And on the other fide, there was ation 
in his paſſion ; his paſhons were with 
knowledge, he ſhut not his eyes when he 
drunk oft the cup of wrath; his paſſions 
were free-will ofterings, Loe I come, ſaith 


( he, todo thy will O God, Hebr. 10. 7. Gods 


will was, that he ſhould ſutter, and his 
will runs before, and. as It 1t were antict- 
pates his ſufferings, Loe, 7 come : nay, in 
his paſſage he: breaks out T& evviyou, 
How am 1 ſtraitned till it be accompliſh- 
ed Lnke 12. 50. He was as it were in 
pangs of forward obedience to be bap- 
tized 1n his own blood, and poſted on tos» 
wards an agony of wrath in an agony of 
love; and when he arrived at his extre- 
meſt ſufferings, his ſignal willingneſs turn- 
ed his ſuffering into doing, and his Croſs 
into a triumphant Chariot, he trinmphed 
in it, ſaith the Apoſtle, Col. 2.15. even 
there his obedience and love rode in tri. 
umph ; triumphant obedience ſpread out 
his hands upon the Croſs, and trium- 
phant love opened his naked heart to the . 
wrath 
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wrath of God. His Soul was not ſnatched 
away but poxred ont, 1/ai. 53. 12. his life 
was not meetly taken away, but laid dot, 
Jeh.10.18. He was willing to be forſakeri 
of God himſelf for a time, that thereby he 
might fulfil the will of Godzand before the 
fire of Gods wrath could fall on him, he 
was all ina flame with his own love. Thus 
the active and paſlive obedience of Chriſt 
were not ſevered in their exiſtence 3 but 
like his ſeamleſs coat were interwoveri 
from the top throughout even to his laſt 
gaſp upon the Crols. | | 

2. Neither were theſe ſevered in merit; 
Chriſt is not ſo: to bedivided as if his ſuf- 
ferings apart by themſelves were the price 
of Remiſhon, . and his righteouſneſs apart 
by it (elf the price of Glory. If the aftive 
alinbce of Chriſt apart make us per- 
fetly righteous, where is the glory of the 
paſhve ? if the paſſive obedience of Chriſt 
apart purchaſe all for us, where is the 
gloty of the active > But if both roge- 
ther make up the total ſum, the glory of 
both is preſerved. Our Redeemer was 
made under the Law that he might re- 
deem us; now as he was under the whole 
Law as to the command, and as to the 
, eurſe of it, ſo his aftive and paſſive obe- 
dtence 
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dience adQquately anſwering, both, is the 
entire price of, our Redemption. - 

_. But here I am obviated by,2 Ob jedtions. 
;1.. Saith'the SQGIJAny; FhErE: 1s no: prion 
atall. . - 
. 2 Say ſame. of our Divien, the paſs 

Gn obedience of Chriſt-ijs all the price; 
and the aCtive ng part atallof it, * 

. As to the, firſt;, I ſhajl, not need 4pend 
many words about it, becauſe the Sctty 
pture is ſo, pregnant-in it,, HyoegOvre THHG 
Je. are bought. with a- Price ſaith. S. Paul; 
1:Cor. 6. 20. :and this price ( asS,Peter 
tells us ) is not corruptible, things-as Srlver 
and Gold; but. the precious hlavd of Chriſt, 
I. Pet. I. 18; 19. A tranſcendent price able 
to purchaſeas much, nay.far,more, in; 
ſpiritual world, than filver.and gold. can 
in the material and tis ndt.meerly. a pxice 
of emption, but of Redemption : Chrilt 
gave his life, AvTeg, 4 price of Redemption, 
Atatth. 20. 28, and which is more, ems 
phatical ,. he gave himſelf avri\ureg,,e 
counterprice of Redemption, 1 Timt.' 2. 6. 
doing and ſuffering in the room of poor 
captives z.and this price was paid into the 
right hand, viz. into Gods, Eph. 5, 2. 
and hence illues out, - &Y0AUTQC's prope 
Redemption, the priſon doors are opened, 
a 
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and the poor captives may go out #769 
iibFregt free indeed, John 8, 36; That 
then there is a priceis as clear inScripture, 
as if it were- written with a Sun-beam 3 
But yet the Socinian ſhuts his eyes, and 
Racov. Ca- CIVES Out, all 1s but a Metaphor. 
rech. de mer God redeemed (ſaith he ) 1/rael 
6 cbrff. out of Egypt, and Moſer is called 
Aureoric, As 9.35. and yet there was no 
price at all paid. Butalas! thatever ſuch 
vain conſequences ſhould drop from the 
maſters of Reaſon 3 Redemption in ſome 
Scriptures ts metaphorical, therefore 'tis {0 
inall; Moſes was but a naked deliverer , 
therefore Chriſt is not a proper Redeemer; 
Moſer's Redemption was a Redemption by 
power only, therefore Chiſts Redemption 
ts no Redemption by price; Redemption 
out of the hands of an unjuſt Pharaoh was 
without price, therefore Redemption out 
of the hands of a righteousGod was fo too. 
But on the other fide how cogent is the ar- 
gument ? If Moſes paying down no price 
was but a naked deliverer, then Chriſt 
paying down one was a proper Redeem- 
er. If I believe that to be but a Meta- 
phorical Redemption, becauſe the Scrip< | 
tures ſpeak of no Price paid for the fame 3 

pari ratione I mult believe this to be a 
proper | 
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proper Redemption, becauſe the Scriptures 
tell us of a Price. If there muſt be Power 
to redeem a Captive from humane Opprel- 
fion, ſurely theremuſt be a Price to re- 
deem him from divine Juſtice, We were 
all as Captives locked up under the 
Curſe of the Law and Wrath of God,and 
Chriſt was Avredlyc and AvTegy, both a Re- 
deemer and a Ranſom for us : Wherefore 
concluding that there was aPrice,Ipaſs on. 

2, Astothe ſecond Objection, I con« 
ceive that the Adive and Paſſive Obedi- 
ence of Chriſt do both together make up 
the perfect Price of our Redemption; I 
ſay, both together. The Active is part of 


? the Sum: And this I ſhall demonſtrate 


1. Ingeneral by thoſe Scriptures which 
ſet out theManagery of Redemption.Long 
before our Saviour Chriſt came about it, 
5 the Father calls him his ſervant, 1/ai.4.2.1. 
Z and one part of his ſervice was his Aﬀtive 
} Obedience; and juſt at his entrance into 
; the World he expreſſes himſelf, Loe 7 come 
| to do thywill, O God, Heb. 10. 7. He came 
# 1n his Incarnation, his errand was Redem- 
ptton,and theway to compaſs it was by do» 


. & ing God's Will, and that he did partly in 


his Aﬀtive Obediencezbeing come, his ſtate 
was ſabjeftion, he was made nnder the Law 
F 2 80 
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to redeem 1s, Gal. 44,5. His humane Na- 

ture was ſs far a Price as 'twas made under 

the Law in part as\to his Aﬀtive Obedi- 

ence ; this being his ſtate, his. ,car was 

bored,Pſal.40.6,which the Apoſtle renders, ' 
a body was prepared, Heb.10.5. His humane 

Nature was ( asI may ſo fay)all Ear to the 
Commands of God, among which one was 
that he ſhould fulfil Active Obediencezthis 
Obedience he fulfilled all along even unto 
Death, nay, and in Death : and by this 
entire Obedience -accompliſhed in doing 
and ſuffering weare made righteous, Rom. 
5.19. and ſo righteous, that the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Law is fulfilled in us, Rom, Q. 4. 
and fo fulfilled, that the Law hath its end, 
Rom. 10.4. and this ſo accarately, that oe 
Jot on tittle doth not (paſs from the Law but 
all is fulfilled, Matth. 5.18. In all which 
ſertes of Scriptures his Adive Obedience 
Concurrs as part of the Price. 

2. In particular, I evince this Truth by 
three. Reaſons. 

1. Becauſe he fulfilled his Actzve Obe- 
dience'not merely for himſelf, but main- 
ly for us 3 he wasour Surety, and ſo re- 
ceived the Obligation of Obedience on 
himſelf; Hence he would be baptized, be- 


_ cauſe. jt was 7? nent became him to fulfel * 
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all righteanſneſs, Mat.3.:15, it became him, 
not asfor himſelf, for he-was the ſpotleſs 
Lamb, and needed no Baptiſm at'all, be 
could baptize with. the.holy: Ghoſt;..and 
needed.no!Water-baptiſm x. a it-became 
him as our Surety, to be ſubje&t to /Gads, 
command even in this.'* And ſo 1n all o- 
ther his/Active Obedience: For the imple- 
tion of the | Law was by i God tranflated 
upon him :, What the.Law could 'not do in 
that it was week through the fleſh, God ſend- 
ing his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, 
«nd for fin condemned fininthe fleſh thatrthe 
righteouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilled int 
us, Rom.8:3,4. Here: all the Obligations 
of the Law. are caſt ,upon Chriſt as or 
Surety'z we could not (atisfic for our ſins, 
Chriſt did jt 3 we could not fulfil Rightes 
ouſneſs,' Chriſt did it. But you'l:ay, this 
place - only -concerns hits Paſlve. Qbedi» 
ence 3 for it{peaks ofcondemning:Sin; and 
that was done in his Paſhve only.o;: Lian- 


| ſiver, thatthis place extends to all: Chriſts 


Obedience, Active.as well as Paſſive }*and 
this ſcemsclear by the: firſt andJaſt; part 
of: the, words compared together :-the-irit 


! are, What the Law could not. doin: that 
J it was weak through the fleih ;' and! what 
7 wasthat? Could ttnot curſe the Suaner ? 


FA. Yes 
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Yes undoubtedly; And here the fleſb,that 
is, Sin was the ftrength of the Law: but 
fox want” of perfect - Qbedience, it could 
#0t give life, Gal, 3.21. and here the fleſh, 
that is, Sin was the weaknelſs-of: the Law, 
Now Chriſt (the Power of God) came to 
ſupply this weakneſs : but how doth he 
don? Thelatter words tell us, Sin. was 
condemned m his fleſh, that is, his humano 
Nature; and it was condemned there not 
only by his Paffive Obedience, but by his 
Adtive too. Every Ad thereof did as it 
werefit in judgment on Sin 5 even as eve- 
ry knock of Noah on the Ark candemned 
theold World: Sin was ſo condemned , 
that Ialaua Te vus, the righteouſneſs of 
the Law is fulfilled in-us, the Law hath its 
ightful demands, one whereof is perfet 
Obedierice ; the righteouſneſs of the Law 
1s-falfilled in us, that is, for us, in our ſtead 
and room : Wherefore Chriſt's Adive O- 
bedience being fidcjuſlorial and: on our 
behalf,muſt needs be part of the Price. But 
you'l ſay, Chriſt's Active. Obedience was 
not fidejullorial, for it was the debt of his 
humane: Nature, as a rational Creature ; 
'and therefore being due as for himſelf, it | 
could not be paid down as for-us, I an- © 
ſwer,thatChriſt's humane Nature w—_ a \ 
Y ea» 
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Creature,and ſo its Will could not poflibly 
be ſupreme, but indiſpenſably ſubject to the 
Will of God yet nevertheleſs his Adtive 
Obedience was paid down for us, and was 
part of the Price 5 and this will appear 
if we view it in theſe four particulars, 
' 1. Asto the Spring of it, 'twas free- 
dom, his humane Nature was neceſlarily 
. ſubje@ to the Will of God, bur it was free- 
ly affamed into the Perſon of God ; Chriſt 
as Man was bound to the Law, but as God 
was not bound to become -Man. As he 
freely took a Body with its circumſcriptive 
dimenſions, ſo he freely took a Soul with 
thoſe legal Obligations, which are as it 
werethe moral Circumſcriptions of it 3 he 
freely aſſumed the Humanity, and with it 
all incident Duty. 

2. Asto the Circumſtances of it, *twas 
unobliged. Chrift was bound by the 
Law as Man ; but he was not bound to 
perform it in ſuch a debaſed manner, for 
ſuch a ſpace of Time, in ſuch a place as 
Earth, unleſs as our Surety 3 for he might 
have carried up the humane Nature in- 
to Heaven in the firſt inſtant of its Af- 
ſumption. 

3. Astothe end of it, 'twas for us, it 
points at the ſame end with the humane 
P 4 Nature 
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Nacgre/to,which.it was incident : As; he; 
was mage; Man, for us 5: t9#4.4 $0: in horns: 
Iaz.:9:6.;10.his Aqive Qbedjence;was for/ 
ys-., Hence ;the Apdſtle,, joins, both theſe; 
tagether;z, he;was madg of-4 momar., made; 
under the Law, and then ſupexadds as, the; 
end common .to;both , that.' be, might xe- 


avert Us, Gels4145: #4, STEM. £11. [2 

- 4+; As to, the Value gf 1t,'twas. infinite.z) 
a fimte. Righteouſnebs . may. ſerve for, its; 
fjogle performer; but Chriſt's Righteonl(s. 
nels ſtamped with his 'Deity,, amounts. t9, 
an 1phnite Sum, enough for himſelt; and a; 
Nor beſzdes. . Hence., the, very ſame, 
Righteouſneſs is Chriſt's, Roea. 5. 18-.and; 
@Krs. tgo, 1 Cor, 1. 30. St. Bexnard.lweeply; 
lie Cant berm- exprelies We! D/P TIP MARPOT 
5, non rabor Juſtiti #nc ſoliusgpſu. 
$1,” 1 » Eft,enm & mea, nempe 4- 
ans es mihi tu juititia 2 Deor; nunquit' mir, 
by. verendun, ne non una ambobys fuſficiat ? 
Non eſt pallium breve, quod nor polſut aper 
rire duos, Tuſtitia tua in gternum;. me 
te-pariter operiet, quia.largiter larga @*.&- 
terna Jnjtitia. To ſum up all in one word 3 
thoughChrilt as Man were under the Law, 
yet his active Obedience performed igan, 
humane Nature freely ;aſlumed, and in a 
Yay a5 to.that, Nature unobliged , perigd- 


ing 
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igg io omn:Redemp tian, 'and elevated into 
dot "i he by: his Deity, was paid 

down. for us, and was part of the Price, 

2. Becauſe Chriſt's whale Obedienge, 
Attive as-well as Paſkve, being fulfilled 
tor us makegus righteors before "God fa- 
 mous 1s that place, Rom. 5. 19. Aiby one 
mans diſobedience many were made ſinners z 
fo bythe, obedience of one-ſhall many be made 
righteous. But you'l ſay; the: Paſſive O- 
bedience is anly meant there; bur if fo, 
why dath the Apdſtle-gppoſe it to 4dam's 
Actual Dilobedience?2: and. why doth 'he 
ſay Obedience in. general ? and. when, 
he- fays ſo, , who , may; pace off, ought, 

and- ;fay,, it, was -agt: all but-, ſome ? 
Why doth, he call. i it) it) Glayf s righteouſ- 
neſs, 'Ver. 18 2 and'; where are his 
Qufferings: alone ſo ſtiled in Scripture? or 
what.is.ſo properly ſuch as his. Ative -O- 
bedience ?. Nay. further, he. ſpeaks of ſuch 
2 Righteoulnels - as brings | juſtification ;of 
life, Ver, 18. The Promiſe of life was, Do 
this and live, and Chriſt's Active Obedi- 
ence fully anſwered the terms of | itz where- 
fore Chriſt's Active Obedjence is within 
this. Text, and jointly with the Paſſive 
makes us righteous, and conſequently is 
part of the Price.” But-here it will be ob; 
jected 
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jected, That-if Chriſt obeyed the Law 
forus, ſo-as to make us ber anthyre we 
need not obey it in our own Perſons ; 
To which I anfwer two things. 

/ F. This Argument preffes as much up 
onthoſe that are for his Paffive Obedi- 
ence only, as upon thoſe that are for his 
Adivealſo ; for they afſert that the Pafſ- 
five alone purges away all fin, as' well of 
Omiſſion as Commiſſion, and conſequent- 
Iy makes us as Righteous before God, as if 
we had done all and omitted nothing g 
and then by their Principles, what need 
we obey in our own perſons > But 

2..' That Chriſt obeyed for us,and there» 
fore we need not obey, is as vain a'Con- 
ſequence as to ſay; Chriſt died for us, and 
therefore we ſhould tiot die. But the dif- 
ferent Ends reconcile all * Chriſt died 
that there might be Satisfation for Sin 
as to the Guilt of it, and we die that there 
may be a Deſtruction of Sin as to the Be+ 
mg of it : Alſo Chriſt obeyed that our 
__ might be effected, and we o-- 

y that our SanCtiffeation may be pro- 
moted ; Chriſt obeyed that we might 
reigry in life, and: we obey that we may be 
more and more meet for it. Nay, Chriſt 
obeyed that we might obey 3 for one fruit 


of 
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of Redemption-was, that we might bes ' 
peculiar people zealous of good works, Tit.2. 
£4- and we obey that his Obedience may 
not be in vain as tous; forhe is: the author 
of eternal redemption to then #hat obey hin, 
Heb. 5, 9. Henceit appears that Chriſt's: 
Obedience and ours may. as well conſiſt 
togetheras Juſtification and/Saaftification,, 
Life and the way to it, Redemption and 
the fruit thereof; © AFL | 
' 3. Becauſe the Price off ourRedempti« 
on isathing of ſyperexcetlent fulneſs and 
ſuperimaginable glory, .redeeming Cap- 
es in a way completive and. perfeqive 
of the Law broken by them. ' Do we wake 
poid the Law by Faith, or by its Obje@ 
our Redeemer and Redemption ? Nay, we 
eſtabliſh the Law, Rowe. 3. 31- When Man 
was in Innocency, the Royal Law fate in 
Glory commanding upon its Throne, hotd- 
ing forth in its right hand a-Crown of Life 
m the Promiſe, aud in its left' a Sword of 
Vengeanee in the Threatning : But when 
Monſtrous Sin entred into the World, the 
very Throne of the'Law feemed to ſhake, 
the Crown in its right hand to wi- 
ther, only the Swoxd was glittering and 


fiery inthe left, the Minatory part ofthe 
Law ſtood faſt captivating and curling the 
Sinner 5 
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Sinner; but the 'Mandatory and Promiſ- 
ſory.. parts thereof fell:.a- trembling and 
ſtaggering;as-if their :natural\and prima- 
ry End, vis: perte&-Obedience and all the 
enſuing Bliſs: were utterly loſt. Now:Je-. 
ſus::Chrift::our.: wonderful: Redeemer .re- 
deemed us mm ſuch a way as that he eſta-' 
bliſhed the Law in everyireſpe&t; by his 
Attive: Obedience he faſtened and new-: 
pinned the very Throne of.the Law, and: 
made the /old-Prpmiſe;to bud: again' with 
Lite ; and 1in-his Paſſive, Obedience the 
herySword of God's wrath did awake 4+. 
gairſt. him ,| Zach.. 13.-7::and ſmote .and: 
wounded him for our iniquities;;, he:patd 
down his;humane Nature \in: doing, and: 
ſaffering;, and-what could:ther-Law-defire 
of.; him.4wre? ; Thus Jeſus-Chriſt became 
the: end; the fulneſs, the porfeGion of uh8 
Iidw, Rams 16.44 But if: the Pallive Qbe- 
gdjence, of Chriſt be only+:the Price, then 
indeed the: Guaſe. or : Wrath;; which: is in 
the left hand-of: the Law,and which comes 
accidentally by fin, isſatisf6ed : But where 
1s the primary and naturdl end of theLaw? 
Where 14 that perfe&; Obcdiencewhicheis 
iniberight band and righteye. ofthe Laui? 
You ſay; 'tjs.3n the” Perſon! of Chriſt-out 
Redeemer,:},But- how is it there 2. the; As 
542111216 poſtle 
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poltle ſays, that;Chriſt 1s the end of the 
Law to the belzeyer 5 now if it be there 
only perſonally as.for himſelf, then asto 
that he is the end of the Law only for 
himſelf; but if it be there alſo fidejuſlori- 
ally as for us, then 'tis part of the Price, 
and fo he is the .cnd of the Law to us ale 
ſo. But youl reply, that though Chriſt's 
Active Obedience be no part of the Price; 
yet his Paſſive ſuffices; for that takes a- 
way Sin and Death from us, and Sin bein 
removed , Righteouſneſs follows , and 
Death being removed, Life follows; and 
ſo the Law hath its end. I anſwer; I might 
deny theſe conſequences, for 44am inns 
nocency was free from Sin and Death, yet 
in that ſtate, had neither all- the Righte- 
ouſneſs performahle, nor all the Life at- 
tainable by him. But if. I admit , that 
upon the remotion of Sin and Death Righ- 
teouſneſs and Life do follow, yet theſe 
may follow from Chriſt's whole Obedi: 
ence as their total Principle, and not only 
from the Paſſive. If they follow from the 
Paſſive only, the Glory of Redemption 
1s much darkned; for who ſees not that 
the Law is not, nor cannot be ſo com- 
pletely accompliſhed by the mere Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt, as if over and beſides how 
ihr i. Fl j 
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he alſo performed perfe&t Obedience for 

us? Who fees not more Glory ſhining out 

when perfect Righteouſneſs is a part of 
the Price, than 1f it be only an effe&t 

. thereof iſſuing by conſequential reſult- 

ance from the remotion of Sin 2 Where« 

fore the 24ſz4h is ſet out to us in the Pro» 
phet not only as waking an end of fin, but 
as bringing in everlaſting righteouſneſs, Dan. 

9. 24. and in the Evangeliſt, not only as 

giving his life, but as fulfilling all righte- 

onſneſs, Matth. 3. 15. and inthe Apoſtle, 
not only as wade fr, but as made righte- 
onſreſs too, 1 Cor. 1.30. and thus the Law 
hath its perfe& accompliſhment by our 

Redeemer. Wherefore coneluding that 

the humane Nature of Chriſt paid down 

in his Afive and Paſſive Obedience is 
the entire and integral price of our Re- 
demption, I paſs on tothe ſecond Qxere, 

2. What manner of Price this is 2 and 
thisI ſhall open in three things. 

8. *Tisa Price Redemptive from Evil. 
2. 'Tisa Price Procurative of Good. 
3. Tis a Price Sufficient for both. - 

r. 'Tis a Price Redemptive from Evil, 
even from all the evils of our Captivity, 
viz, the Chains of Sin, the bloody Jaylor 
Satan, and the Priſon of Wrath 3 our 


great 


at Redecmer by laying down this price 

ba you A Chaits, Yang he 
aylor,an =_ Priſon-doors for 
only hereis an obſervable difference : for 

1. Asto the Guilt of Sin and the Wrath 
of God this Price is redemptive in a more 
immediate way by it (elf. 

2. Asto the ſtain of Sm, the power of 
Sin, and the tyranny of Satan, this Price is 
redemptive 1n a confequential way by 
procuring the holy Spirit for us. ; 

x. This Price 1s Redemptive from the a 
"Guilt of Sin and Wrath of God ; and'this 
in a more immediate way by it ſelf; Now 
albeit the entire Price concurr herein, yet 
becauſe as to this there 18 a ſpectal relucen- 
cy in ſome parts thereof, I ſhall only infaft 
on five things, vis. 

1. Our Sins were laid upon Chrift. 

2. He ſuffered the ſame puniſhment (for 
the main) that was due for theſe Sins. 

3. He ſuffered it in our ſtead. 

4. Suffering in our ſtead , he ſatisfied 
God's Vindictive Juftice and Minatory 
Law. 

s. Theſe ſatisfied, God isreconciled. 

r. Our fins were laid upon Chriſt. 
Whileſt the Chains are upon the Captive, 
Captivity is unavoidable 3 whileſt Sin 'is 

| A 
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on the Sinner, Redemption. is impoſſible 
God therefore gave Sin a remove: from 
its proper Ubi, F wilh remove iniquity it 
oxe day, ſaith hc, Zech. 3. 9,:that is, inthe 
day of the Meiſzah,Ver.8. But hovy far will 
he remove it 2 The Plalmilt tells us, as fat 
as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, Pſal.. 103. 12; 
and ſo he did, he removed it from us.who 
were in occaſu Adami, as far as Chriſt, who 
Is oriens Sol Juſtitie 5 by this remove al/ 
onr ſins met upon him.as the Prophet ſpeaks, 
Jſai.5 3.6. Never (uch a concourle of $ins 
as here, Sins of all weights, Pence and Ta- 
lents 3 Sins of all magnitudes, Gnats and 
Camels; Sins of various degrees, Frailties 
and Preſymptions 3 ; Sins of vaſt diſtances 
asfar remote in place as the parts and 
quarters of the Earth, and'in time as the 
Morning and Evening of the World met 
all rogether upon him 3 he 18 the Lamb of 
God that takes or bears away the ſin of the 
world, Joh.1.29.he ſaith not Sins, but Sin 3 
becauſe all the Sins of the World wereas 
it, were made up into one burthen, and ſo 
laid upon him. Sins palt were preſent 
him 3 for there was a Txg«915, a Ti ranſmiſſ 
on of them unto him, Rey. 3.254 there 
was indeed an &qt0is, 4 Remi(ſion, as to;the 
faithful, buta 7og:015, a Tranſmiſſion as to 
| the 
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the Surety 5 Sins future. were all one t6 
him as if already exiſtent, all our Sins met 
upon him. : Hence he cries out, Ay 7ni- 
quities have taken hold upon me, Pſal. 40: 
12, My iniquities, a ſtrange word to drop 
from the holy one of God; but the A- 
poltle clears it, God made him for us to be 
ſon, 2 Cor.5.21. there was no Sin in him by 
Inheſion, but God made him Sin by Im- 
putation- 3 not only a Sacrifice for' Sin 
(which yet includes that imputation;) but 
Sin it ſelf: the double Antitheſfis in' the 
Text carries it this way 3 he was. made 
that Sin he knew not, and that was Sin'it 
ſelf; he was made that Sin which is op+ 
lite to Righteouſneſs, and that was Sin js 
ſel Hence Luther brings 1n the Father 
caſting all our Sins on him with theſe 
words; Tu ſs Petrus ille nega- | 
tor, Paulus ille perſecutor, Da- _ in Clofs 
vid ille adulter, peccator ile T1 
in paradiſo,latro ille in cruce,perſona illa que 
fecerit omnium hominum peccata,all our (ins 
were imputed unto him. But you'l ſay, 
How can thele things be ? Can the 254 
teous God, who judges according to 
truth, impute Sin to his holy one? Tan-« 
ſwer ; As thereare in the Apoſtle two dis 
ſttg& Comings of Chriſt 3, ia the __ hs 
ors 
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bore' our ſins , in the ſecond he appears 
we }5s cuodlias, without ſin, Heb. 9. 28. $0 
m his firſt coming hefuſteined two diſtin&t 
perſons, his own and ours : as he was in his 
own perſon, he was without {tn ; but as 
he was our Surety and ſuſteined our per- 
ſons, ſo our Sins were imputed to him, and 
imputed to him according to truth, becauſe 
he was ſuch. The holy One was righteouſly 
madefſin, becauſe firſt he was a Surety for 
finners3 a World of Sins was juſtly caſt on 
the innocent Lamb.becauſe he ſtood in the 
room ofaWorld of finners.1z eadem perſona 
Chrifti(laith Luther ) congredinntur illa duo, 
funmum & maximum peccatum, O ſumma 
&- maxima juſtitia ; this is one of the won- 
ders in Theology. Reaſon and Philoſo- 
phy can ſhew Sinin the ſinner, but the ſub= 
Iimer Goſpel ſhews Sin on a ſpotteſs Lamb; 
here darkneſs ſeized upon the Sun; here 
the abomination of iniquity flood where it 
oneht not 3 T ay, where it ought not, be- 
cauſe upon the holy place ; yet withal 
where it ought, becanſe of an holy In- 
putation. God can by no means clear the 
gxilty, Exod.34.7.that is,the guilty remain- 
mg ſuch, therefore he firſt tranſlated the 
gmlt upon Chriſt, and then he j»ſt;fies the 
wrgodly through him, Rom.4.5, Oh the glo- 
» * as , ry 
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ry of the-divine: Wl! Its Purity cannot 
but hate Sin; yet its Power removes it 1ts 
Juſtice cannoc but-,puntſh Sin, yetits Mer- 
cy tranſlates it from- the, Sinner to the 
Surety, that it may be condemned: there 
where it was never committed,even 7# the 

h of Chriſt, Row.8.3; 

ih No Uk being laid 'on him, he (af- 
fered the ſame puniſhment ( for the main) 
that was due to us forthem ; for how doth 
the Scripture expreſs 'the puniſhment, of 
Sin? 'Tie death, Ger. 2.17.and he died for 
us3 *tis the ſecond death, Rev. 20. 14» Or 
death unto death, 2 Cor(2.16. and he ſuffer- 
ed deaths , Iſai. 53. 9. not the death 
of the Body: only ,; but 'all the deaths 
in moriendo mor ieris, as far as his holy 
Humanity was capable thereof ; 'tiawrath, 
Rom.1.18\ and he was «vie@Tos & TAvyh @'s 
a man ſet in the ſtroke of Gods wrath, as the 
Septuagint hath it, 7J2z.5 3.3. 'tis a; curſe, 
Det. 27.26. and he was made a carſe; Gal. 
3.13. not ' only a ceremonial but a real 
Curſe, even that which he -redeems us 
from. Tu Chriſte( (aith Luther ) es pectatur 
mem &O-maledidtun mean; ſeu potins ego ſuns 

peccatum tunnm & malediGunm tur; tis 

hell, Pſal.g.17. and he deſcendedthither 3 
though not by a local 'Motion, yet. by aa 

Q 2 1m- 
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immenſe Paſſion, his Soul travelling undeg 
the wrath of God. He Dogan to deſcend 
into Hell, when he fyeat drops of Blood, 
and he deſcended yer further intoit when 
he cried out, My God, my God ! why hafit 
thou forſaken me 2There are two Eflentials 
of puniſhment in Hell , pena ſenſus & 
pena damni, and he ſuffered both : when 
the fire of God's Wrath melted him into a 
bloody ſweat, there was pena ſenſus; and 
when the great Eclipſe of God's Favour 
made him cry out of forſaking, there was 
pznedamni.Chriſt ſuffered the ſame puniſh- 
ment (for the main) which we ſhould have 
fafferedz the chief change was in the Per- 
ſon, the juſt ſuffering, for the unjuſt, the 
Surety for the Stnner. But you'l ſay, 
Chriſt did not ſuffer the ſame puniſhment, 
for he neither ſuffered eternal Death, nos 
yet the Worm of Conſcience. - 

As:to that of eternal Death anſwer by 
two DiſtinCtions. - 

1. In eternal Death we mult diſtinguiſh 
between the Immenſity of the Sufferings 
and the Duration 3 the Immenhity is ef- 
fentiatl to it, | but the Duration 1s but -20ra 
in Eſſe and accidental, Chriſt ſuffered e- 
ternal Death as to the Immenſity of his 


Sufferings, though not as to the Vu—_ 
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of them 3 he paid down the idem, as to 
Eſſentials of puniſhment, and the tartun- 
dem as to the Accidentals ; what was 
wanting in the Duration of his Sufferings, 
was more than compenſated by the Dignt- 
ty of his Perſon - he it was far more for 
God to fuffer for a moment, than for all 
Creatures to ſuffer to Eternity. 

2. We muſt diſtinguiſh between pu- 
niſhment as it ſtands in the Law abſolute- 
ly, and puniſhment as it ſtands there in 
relation to a finite Creature, which can- 
not at once admit a puniſhment commen» 
ſurate to its offence ; and ſo muſt ever ſuf- 
fer, becauſe it cannot ſatisfie to Eternity. 
Puniſhment as it ſtands in the Law abſo- 
lutely, is Death ; puniſhment as it ſtands 
there 1n relation to a finite Creature, is c- 
ternal Death : the firſt was really ſuffered 
by Chriſt, and the ſecond could not be 
juſtly exaCted of himz for he paid down 
the whole ſum of Sutferings all at once, 
and fo ſwallowed up Death,in victory. 

Asto that of the Warm ; I anſwer, the 
Worm attends not Sin imputed bur Stn 1n- 
herent, 'tis bred out of the putrefaction 
of Conſcience, and that putrefaction 1s 
from the in-being of Sin. Now Chriſt 
being withot ſpot , ſuffered puniſhment 
G3 not 
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not as it follows Sin inherent, but as it fol- 
lows Sin imputed ; and ſo he fuffered the 
ſame puniſhment (for the main) as was due 
tO us, 

3. Chriſt ſuffered this puniſhment in 
our ſtead, he died inig nugv, for us,Rom.s. 
8.and which 1s more emphatical,eNi ro\av, 
in ſfiead of many, Matth. 20.28, the Part1- 
cle ur4g doth ſometimes in Scripture ſ1gni- 
fie only the utility or benefit of another, 
but «ri properly imports a Subrogation 
or Subſtitution of one in the Reom of an» 
other 3 and {© Chrift as our Surety died 
In our room or ſtead. Hence the Apottle 
2rgues thus 5 Tf one died for all, x69 oi mo'v- 
T6 ere) ovov, then all died, 2 Cor.5.15. all 
died in the death of one, in as much as 
that one died as the Surety of all. Hence 
our Sins were condemned in his fieſſh, Rom. 
8.3. and ſo condemned there , that 
upon Goſpel terms they are renuited to us, 
But unleſs he had ſtood in our room, di- 
vine Juſtice could neither have adjudged 
him to puniſhment, nor yet have admitted 
us toan abſolution from Sin. | 

4. Suffering thus in our ſtead, he fatis- 
fied both God's vindictive Juſtice and mj- 
natory Law. 

1. Heſatisfied God's vindid iye Juſtice. 

\ , God 
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God isa righteous God, a God that lov. 
eth righteouſneſs and hateth iniquity; nay, 
he ſo perfectly hateth it, that 47s pure eyes 
cannot look upon it ; and his righteous 
hands cannot but puniſh 1t, he will by no 
means clear the guilty, Exod. 34.7. not un- 
leſs his Juſtice be ſatisfied, for he is a righte- 
ons judge, 2 Tim. 4.9. 10 righteous,that he 
cannot but do right, Gen. 18, 25. his judg- 
ment is righteous judgment, Rom.3.8. and 
every {in muſt have 2 righteous recompenſe, 
Heb.2.2. and no wonder, for Sin is an hor- 
rible Ataxy, and God will not inordina- 
| tumdimittere; the ſubjetion of a ratio» 
nal Creature to its Creator 1s indiſpenſa- 
ble. God whileſt God muſt be above, 
and the Creature whileſt a Creature be- 
low; and this dependance fo far as it is 
broken off by Sin, muſt be falved up by 
puniſhment, or elſe God loſes his domt- 
nion over his Creature. This 1s that which 
the Apoſtle calls 3ninua gs, the righte- 
ouſneſs of God, Rom. 1. 32. and this 1s fo 
naturally in him, that the very Heathens 
knew 1t by the light of Nature. The Vi- 
per upon PauÞs hand made the Barbari- 
ans cry out ofa dfizn, Aﬀs 28.4. Now 
what doth this vindidive Juſtice require ? 
Not preciſely that the Sinner himſelt 
Q, 4 ſhould 
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ſhonld be puniſhed, for then Redemption 
ſhould: be impoſhible 5 but that the. Sin 
ſhould be puniſhed.and ſo it was in Chriſts 
he for our debt was caſt into Priſon, and 
paid every farthing of it. The damned 
in Hell pay a littleand a little, and can 
never (atisfic, but he paid down the total 
ſum of Sufferings all at once; they are al- 
ways ſtriving with God's wrath, but he 
wraſtled with it and prevailed : Hence in 
T/ai. 49. Ver. 3. he 1s called Iſrael a Prince 
with God, His 'Sufferings were lo ſatisfa- 
Gtory to divine Juſtice, that the pains of 
death could not hold him, A@s 2.24.ncither 
could the Priſon of Wrath detain him, 
J/ai.5 3.8. and all becauſe there wag «To\v- 
| TgSig apg.edoal, a redemption of tranſ- 
greſſzons, Heb,g.15. that is, a compenſation 
or ſatisfaction made to divine Juſtice for 
them. T7go to my Father (faith he) and ye 
ſhall jee me no more, Joh.16.10. Juſtice did 
not ſtop him jn his paſlage to Heayen)z 
neither did his Father ſend him back a- 
gain to mend his work. You ſhall ſee me 
no more , no more bleeding under the 
bu-then of Sin, no more paying down 
ſufferings to divine Juſtice, for all's diſ- 
charged; and to afſure us of it, God who 
received the ſum, pawns Heaven and 


Earth 
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Earth in mortgage that he will forgive our 
Sins without any further ſatisfaction, Jer. 
31-34,35,36. By all which it appears that 
Juſtice was fully ſatisfied. 

But here'twill be objected, That the inna- 
cent:ſhould ſuffer for the nocent is unjuſt, 
& that which is ſuch cannot ſatisfieJultice, 

I anſwer ; 'Tis unjuſt if the innocent 
ſuffer compulſorily , but not if he ſuffer 
freely ; 'tis unjuſt if the innocent fink 
under his ſufferings, but not if he be able 
to bear them 3 ?*tis unjuſt it there be no 
good in his ſufferings commenſurate tothe 
evil, but not 1f the evil be exceeded b 
the ſubſequent good ;z 'tis unjuſt if the in» 
nocent ſtand in no relation to the nocent 
for whom he ſuffers, but not if he ſtand 
in relation to him. Suppoſe a natural re- 
lation 3 Saxl's Sons wgre hanged up for 
Says (ins, 2 $4m.21.9, Suppoſe a politi- 
cal relation 3 ſeventy thouſand fall for 
David's (1n,2 $4m.24.15.which makes him 
cry out, Lo ! T have ſinned, but theſe ſheep 
what have they done £ Suppoſe a volunta« 
ry relation; Sureties muſt pay for their 
Principals, and that not only in Money» 
matters but in Capital puniſhments : thus 
the «wy engaged life for life, which 
the Apoſtle ſeems to infinuate in that pal- 
ſage, 
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ſage , Peraduventure for 4 good man ſome 
would even dave to die, Rom.5.7. and why 
then may not Chriſt who by all theſe ways 
is conjoin'd to us,naturally as a Man,legal- 
ty as a Surety,” and myſtically as a Head, 
juſtly ſuffer for us ? Eſpecially ſeeing there 
was free Aion in his Paſtion, victorious 
Strength under his Burthen, and the penal 
Evil crowned by ſuch a grand Good ag 
Redemption is, why may not he juſtly 
ſuffer for #5? The Scriptures are poſitive 
m it, Chriſt died for the ungodly, Rom. 5. 6: 
the juſt for the nnjui?, 1 Pet. 3. 18. and one 
for all, 2 Cor, 5.14. Wherefore if humane 
Reaſon will not ſubſcribe, it fights againſt 
God himſelf. 

2. Heſatisfied the Minatory Law 3 for 
this is no other than 'the voice of vindi- 
Give Juſtice uttering Death and a Curſe 
againſt Sinners, and to ſatisfie this he died 
and died an accurſed Death in their room. 
But youll fay, _— he died for us, yet 
the Law 1s not ſatisfied, becauſe it requires 
that the Sinner himſelf ſhould die, thou 
ſhalt die the death, Gen. 2.17. and curſed is 
he that doth not all the words of this Law, 
Dext.27.26. in which places | he and my 
relate to the perſon of the Sinner ; an 


therefore though Vindictive Juſtice as in 
it 


it ſelf might have been fatisfied with pu- 
niſhing Sin 11 another, yet the 'Minatory 
Law ( which is the voice of Juſtice)cannot 
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be ſatisfied, unleſs the punithment fall. on 


the Sinner himſelf;; and the reaſon. is, 
becauſe 1m this Minatory Law the Veracity 
of God is engaged, which it was not be=- 
fore; now Juftice ſpeaks out, which'it 
did not-before, and that which it ſpeaks 
muſt be true. For anſwer whereunto, 

I. Some (asthe Learned Grotus ) (ay, 
that here was Diſpenſatio Legs, qui Legis 
manentis obligatio circa quaſdam perſonas 
zollitur : But I take it, that God's Threat- 
nings are indifpenſably Yea and Amen as 
well as his Promiſes ; for albeit God doth 
not dare aliquod jus creature in his Threat- 
nings, as he doth in his Promites, yet 1s 
he debitor ſibi-ipſi in both, and not one jot 
or tittle of either can fail, becauſe of his 
tnfinite Veracity 3 God will wot call 
back his words of threatning, Tſai. 31.2.ntts 
ther will he himſelf turn back, from them, 
Jer. 4.28. his words ſtand ſurely for evil, 
Jer.44-29. That Threatning that Nize- 
veh thould be deſtroyed, had a tacit Con« 
ditioninitz which had it been expretled, 
the Threatning would have run thus: It 
ſhall be deſtroyed except it repent ;z theres 
tore 
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fore it repenting, there was a remotion of 
the Judgment, according to the tenour of 
the Threatning, but no diſpenſatio Juris 
at all, Wherefore 
2. TI anſwer that here God did in- 
terpret his Law xl" E7dudav jn an e&- 
uitable way 3 equity is nothing elſe but 
ewvecT\Migwun vius a filling up of a gene- 
ral Law by a benign interpretation in 
that part which was not preciſely deter- 
minate. The divine ſanftion was,the finner 
ſell-diez but it was not preciſely deter- 
minate, that he ſhould die in his own pers 
ſon ; for then God's unalterable truth 
ſhould have barred out a Surety : neither 
was it preciſely determinate , that he 
ſhould die in his Surety; for then the 
threatning ſhould originally have been a 
promiſe, and a promiſe unto fin, ſuch as 
God never made : But the ſanQion was 
general , the ſinner ſhall die, and two in- 
terpretations lay before God ; the firſt, 
that the ſinner ſhall die in his own perſon; 
the latter, that he ſhall die in his ſurety 
the firſt is T7 &ue,coNxay, juſt ſeverity 5 
the latter is 73 6774x45 condeſcending mer- 
cy; 1n the firſt there is more of the ſound 
of the Law-letter ; in the latter more of 
the ſounding of the Law-givers _— 
the 
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the firſt is much like the firſt delivery q 
the, Law with thundrings and lightnings 
axd devouring fire , Exod. 19. 16, 17, 19. 
the latter is like the ſecond delivery of it 
with a Proclamation of grace and goodneſs 
and pardoning mercy for thouſands , Exod. 
54. 6, 7. Now theſe two. interpretations 
lying before God,ke as the Supreme Law- 
giver in order to redemption interpreted 
his Law according to a merciful equity, 
the ſinner ſhall die , thar 1s ,..1n his fa 
Chriſt. Oh the immenſe love of the Fa- 
ther and the Son ! the Fathers love fills 1 
the Law by a gracious interpretation, = 
then the Sons love fulfils it by a perfect 
latisfaQion 3. mercy. and truth are met to- 
gether, mercy in a favourable conſtrudi. 
on of the Law, and truth in the evident 
veracity of the Law-giver 3. the perſon of 
the; ſinner may be ſaved, and yet the truth 
of the threatning 1s Zved » through 
Chriſt's ſatisfaction , ««.Sgg# pur dm TE 
vdus we are abrogated from the Law , Rom. 
7.6. and yet we do not KaTHgYEv THY v0 ov 
abrogate the Law , but eſtabliſh it, Rom, 3. 
31. becauſe it isfulfilled in Chriſt. Neither 
doth this equitable interpretation ſup- 
pole any defe&Q in the divine Law , as it 
doth in bumaffe Laws ; for humane Laws 
arc 


LS, 


238" Of the Work of Redemp weption.” 


are made general for want of providence 


| Its men to forſee all particular caſes which 


fall out 3 but this Law was made general 
out of - the perfection of providence” in 
God , that there might be room for a ſure- 
ty to come in and fatisfie it. But you'l 
ſay, if God interpret the threatning- in 
ſuch an equitable way, the ſinner ſhall die 
in his ſurety , then no ſigner is in a ſtate 
of wrath here; norcan be condemned in 
hell hereafter 3 'for both theſe iſſue out 
from the firſt interpretation, thou ſhalt die 
in thine own perſon, and that is now wavs 
ed by the Judge. ' I anſwer,that God doth 
not totally Lad abſolutelyeither wave the 
firſt rigorous interpretation 3 for the e- 
let are under wrath till they believe and 
repent, and the reprobate not believi 
and repenting are caſt into hell, and both 
by virtue of the firſt interpretation; but 
he waves the firſt and makes the ſecond 
interpretation in order to redemption , 
and only ſo far forth as redemption re- 
quires 1t: Now what doth that require? 
It requires that all that embrace Chriſt 
ſhould be ſaved from the death in- the 
threatning,, and therefore thus far the firſt 
interpretation is waved ,aqd the ſecond 
takes placez but it requiresnot, that any 
Ro fe perſon 
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perſon ſhould either be out of a ſtate'of. 
wrath before :faith , or be ſaved without 
faith, and therefore the equitable inters 
pretation doth not go thus far , and fo far 
as that goeth not, the rigorous interpreta- 
tion takes place, ' becauſe pro tantoit is con- 
ſiſtent with redemption 3 \redemption is 
the end, and the all-wiſe 'God meaſures 
and proportions out the equitable inter 
pretation in ſuch a way as ſerves unto 
it, and the rigorous 1nterpretation 'm 
ſuch a way as'ſtands with it. In a word, 
according to this equitable interpre- 
pretation, © Chriſt hath fo ſatisfied the 
threatning , as that all believers ſhall be 
ſaved from it; yet this ſatisfaftion hinders 
not, but that the rigorous interpretation 
ſhould abide upon unbelievers whilſt ſachz 
for whilſt ſuch , they embrace not that ſa- 
tisfadtion ,- and therefore are juſtly'curfed 
by the Law till they receive the Goſpel. - 

Fifthly, God's vindictive Juſtice and. mi- 
natory Law being thus fatisfied , he be- 
comes reconciled, There'are two degrees 
of reconciliation the firſt is that where- 
by God is ready to receive men into grace 
and favour if they believe; the ſecond is 
that whereby 'God is actually reconciled 
to them upon their believing. The Apoſtle 

ment1on9 
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mentions both theſe, Col. 1: 20, 21. for 
firſt he tells us , ver. 20. That God did re- 
.concile all things to himſelf by the blood. of 
his Croſs, and then it follows, ver. 21. Tet 
#ow hath he reconciled you, you O believ- 
ing Coleſſrans| All were reconciled in the 
firſt degree, and believers in the ſecond 5 
the firſt was done -all at once upon the 
Croſs, and the ſecond is yet now a doing, 
and (o will betill the Believers are all come 
in 3 therefore the Apoſtle ſays, God was 
in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himfelf, 
2.Cor. 5.19. Reconciling, which imports a 
continued Act, a carrying on the work-of 
Reconciliation from ' one degree to ano- 
ther by -particular applications, Now 
both theſe degrees of Reconciliation are 
wrought by the Death of Chriſt ; the firſt 
was wrought by it ipſo faFo, without tt 
God would have breathed out nothing 
but wrath, but through it he is ready to 
forgive, Pſal. 86.5. As full of: mercy ag he 
1s; he could not forgive in a way oppolite 
either to his Juſtice, which 1n its nature 
calls for ſatisfaction for Sin, or to. his 
Truth which in the Law pronounces death 
on the Sinner ; but. Jaigpan Truth be- 
jog ſatisfied by Chriſt's death, be is ready 
to forgive, The mercy-ſeat was cours 
with 
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with a rloud of incenſe, Levit. 16. 13. and. 
the reaſon there rendred is very, remark- 
able, leſt he that was before it ſhould die. 
What, dic before the Mercy-ſeat ? Yes, e-+ 
ven there, unleſs the Merits of Chriſt be 
as a Cloud round about it. Mercy as of 
it ſelf alone would not ſave us, but every 
Sinner mult have died before it; had it not 
been ſurrounded with the Incenſe of 
Chriſt's Merits. God out of Chriſt is a 
conſuming Fire to Sinners, but in Chriſt 
he is reconciling them to himſelf, - The 
ſecond is wrought by Chriſt's death as ap- 
plied by Faith ; therefore 'tis called pro- 
pitiation through faith in his blood, Rom.3. 
25. and both theſe were typified by the 
ſprinkling of the bJgod of the Sacrifice 
under the Law. That blood was ſprink/- 
ed on the mercy-ſeat, Levit. 16.15. prefigu- 
ring the firſt degree of Reconciliation by 
Chriſt's death jn it ſelf 3 and it was prink/- 
ed on the people, Exod. 24. 8. prefigu- 
ring the ſecond degree of Reconciliation 
by Chriſt's death as applied to us by Faith. 
But you'l ſay, If God be firſt angry, and 
then reconciled,and reconciled by degrees, 
there muſt bea change in God and hisWill, 
which cannot be admitted. 

I anſwer, that Reconciliation 1s not an 
 H 1mMmas» 
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immanent ACt but a tranſient, not ſo pro- 
perly abiding in God, as paſſing from him 
upon the Creature : As when the Scripture 
ſaith, the Wrath of God at ſuch a time 
was kindled or aroſe, "tis not meant that 
the Will of God was novelly inflamed, 
but that the flame of wrath then broke 
forth in tranſient effects from thence ; ſo 
when it ſaith, God is reconciled, it imports 
not a cooling alteration in the Will of 
God, but a gracious effluxion of Love 
breaking out from thence. As in puniſh- 
ment wr4th goes out from the Lord againſt 
ſtnners, Num. 16. 46. and is upon them , 
2 Chron.29.8. So in reconciliation Love 

goes out from the Lord towards Believers 
and is upon them; ſo that the change is not 

in God but in the Creature. Proportion- 

ably to the nature of Reconciliation as a 

tranſtent Act, Chriſt reconcileth us unto 

God, not by making a new Will in God, 

but by doing his Will ; for ſo he himſelf 

ſaith , when he came about the work, 

Loe! T come to do thy will O God God's Will 

as to this point may be conſidered under 

a double notion ; either as naturally pre- 

gnant with Vindidtive Juſtice, and decre- 

tively iſſuing out the Minatory Law,both 

requiring that Sin (if committed ) — 

c 
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be puniſhed; or elſe as decreeing within it 
ſelf the way and manner how thisJuſtice & 
Law ſhould be ſatisfied by aSurety in ordet 
tothe Redemption of ſinners. Now Chriſt 
perfetly fulfilled God's Will in all theſe 
reſpects 3 in him our Sins were puniſhed ' 
according to the exaCtion of Juſtice, and 
the equitable interpretation of the Law, 
and that in ſuch a way as was preordain» 
ed by God's Will for our Redemption, 
This Will being thus ſatisfied , God is 
truly reconciled, not only(as the Socinian 
would have it) we reconciled to him, but 
\ he to us: and this appears in three things, 
1. In that Sin is not objected before 
God's Will as it would have been, had 
not Chriſt ſatisfied ; it would have been 
objeted before it, as that jult eauſe for 
which God might, nay, according to the 
naturality of hisJuſtice and veracity of his 
Law muſt have puniſhed us Sinners to all 
Eteraity : But now it is not fo objected 
before it 3 for albeit there be an inttinſe- 
cal and inſeparable deſert of wrath in the 
nature of it, yet now its obligation or 
redundancy upon the Sinner appears not, 
becauſe expiated in the Surety : this the 
Apoſtle calls the zecoxciling of ſin, Heb. 2. 
17, Without Chriſt's death Sin like a fury 
| R 3 would 
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would have cried and clamoured for wrath 

and vengexnce to be poured down on the 

Sinner, but through his death Sin as one 

reconciled hath nothing to fay againſt him, 

| but that he may have Life and Salvation 
on Goſpel-terms. 

. 2, In that the effeqs of wrath do not 
iſſue out from God's Will againſt the Sin- 
ner as they would have done. God who 
1s infinite Holineſs and eſſential ReCtitude 
cannot but hate Sin, and in this hatred 
there 1s nothing leſs than a welle punire; 
and from thence condign puniſhment muſt 


have poured downupon the Sinner, if it 


had not by the Will of God been derived 
upon the Surety 3 but being derived thi- 
ther, that rightcous Will is ſatisfied, and 
the merited Wrath comes not forth againſt 
the Sinner, butinſtead thereof 
3. Effects of Love break forth from 
God's Wilt towards him ; Grare eppears 
to all men, Tit. 2.t1. to all men tn agraci- 
ous Reconciliability, and to Believers in 
actual Reconcilration ; Believers are actu- 
ally accepted or ingratiated in the beloved, 
Eph. 1.6. and fo ſhall all others as ſoon as 
they become Believers. Thus God is tru- 
ly reconciled, yet without any change in 
. his Will; only Sin doth not cry. to _ 
52D 0” 1 
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Will againſt the Sinner, puniſhment doth * 
not break out of that Will upon-him, and 
Grace beams aud (ſparkles out of that Will 
towards him ; whileſt in all theſe his Will 
remains unchangeable. Hence in Scrips» 
ture-we are rather ſaid to be reconciled 
to God than God to us ; not (as the Soct- 
nian would have it ) becauſe we only are 
reconciled to God, and not God to us3 
but becauſe God 1s reconciled to us In 
ſuch a way, as 1s not alterative, but, per- 
fective and completive of his unchange- 
able Will. 3i 33.113 Hh 
Thus Chriſt bore our Sins and Gad's 
Wrath, ina way fo fatisfaQory ta'God's 
Juſtice and Law; that thereby God is re- 
conciled tous, and we are redeemed from 
Sin and Wrath. But here I am obviated 
by an Objection. 2440! 
If there be ſuch a compenſatory. Price 
paid for Sin, where is free Remiſhon?.Free 
Remiſſion cannot ſtand with plenary. Sa- 
tisfaction 3 what 1s fully paid cannot be at 
all remitted. | 
I anſwer ; It cannot. if there be a fo- 
lution by the Debtar, but it may, if there 
be a ſatisfaftion- by a Surety 3 it cannor, if 
that Surety were of the Debtors own pro- 
viding, but it may, if he were of the Cre- 
3 ditours 
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ditout's procuring; it cannot, if the Sure- 
tie's paiment be irrecuſable, but it may, if 
the Creditor's acceptance be free ; -it can- 
-Hidt, if the remiſſion were to the ſame per- 
ſon who makes ſatisfaction, but it may, if 
- one perſon make fatisfation and another 
find remiſſion. And thus 1t 1s 1n this caſe ; 
our debts were paid to God, but by a 
Sutery Jeſus Chriſt, and this Surety was of 
God's own ſending, and that his payment 
weht for ours was of God's own Grace; 
2d hence it comes to paſs that God hath 
_ fyll atisfation, and-we free remifſion,and 
this without any reptignancy 5 for Chriſt 
who ſatisfied had no remiſſion, # iqdorm, 
"Rom. 8.32; God did not ſpare or bate him 
dfarthing,and we who are remitted make 
-h&/ſatisfaftion ;all our Tears, Prayers, Sor- 
rows, Services pay not a mite to divine 
"Juſtice; Why ſhould corrupt Reaſon mur- 
ter as if Satisfattion and Remiffion, which 
are matches 1n Scripture, wete inconſiſten- 
cies in Nature-? What ſajth God, Levit.4. 
31, the Prieſt ſhall make an atonement , 
there's ſatisfaction, and it ſhall be forgiven, 
there's temillion > What ſaith the great 
Apoſtle, Rom. 3. 24. We are juſtified freely 
by his grace, there's remiſſion, throngh the 


redemption that is in Chrift , there's || 


ſatis» 
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atisfation.? Take both in three words, 
ey Xe (5 ixgelonlo, God for Chriſt's ſake 
hath forgiven you, Eph. 4.32. for ChriſÞs 
ſake, there's ſatisfaction, hath forgives you, 
there's remiſſion, and free remiſſion ; fbr 
tis not only «q*is, a diſmiſſion or dif 
charge of Sin, but 'tis ixxe/owlo, a dil- 
miſtion or diſcharge of it in a gracious 
way. In Chriſt our Surety there was 
wdafis Moors, Rom.3.25, but towards 
us there was &:1qdvax xe jlos, Tit. 2. 11, 
Chriſt may ſay, totum exſolvi, and God 
may ſay. totur remiſs, there was nothing 
forgiven to Chriſt, for he paid all,but there 
was all forgiven to us, for we paid no» 
thing. 
' - Thus this Price 1s Redemptive from the 
Guilt of Sin and Wrath of God ; but this 
19 not all. | | 
* 2. ThisPriceis Redemptive from the 
ſtain of Sin, the power of Sinand the ty- 
ranny of Satan, and that by procuring the 
holy Spirit for us; Ie are ſaved by the re- 
newing of the holy Ghoſt, and that is ſhed on 
us through Jeſus Chriſt,Tit.3.5,6.40d where 
it is ſhed, there it redeems. oe KO 
1. From theſtain of Sin ; Sin is *h&# dro 
or ruſt of the Soul, 1/ai. 1.22. but the Spjs 
rit refines and purifies from it 3 Sin 18 #he 
R 4 wrinkle 
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wrinkle of the old man, Eph. 5. 27. but the 
Spirit ſmooths and removes it. Chriſt 

came by water and blood, 1 Joh. 5. 6. and 

the water ſprung out of the blood ; the 
Spirit is that clear water,Ezek.36.25. which 

fetcheth out the ſpots and ſtains of Sin,and 
that healing water coming out from the ſjjde 
of the Temple, even the pierced fide of 
Chriſt, Ezek.47.1. which by degrees cures 
all the, Ulcers and -Flague-ſores of the 
heart. The Corinthians were all over mire 
and dirt, but they, were waſhed in the name 
of, the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of God, 

I C2r.6.11. the Spirit waſhed; them, and 

waſhed them, jn the . name af Jeſus, 
that 1s, for his Merits ſake. The Soul in 
ſinging runs tothe Cabul of the Creature, 
dirtying and fouling it ſelf; but the Spirit 
brings it back again to the holy one,and as 
it- approaches nearer and nearer to him,the 
maculapeccati goes att,and the nitor anime 
appears. 

2, It redeems from the power of Sja. 
Sin merited Chriſt's Crucihxion , and 
Chriſt's Crucifixion merited the Crucitixi- 
on of Sin 3 and upon thjs accqunt out 
comes the holy Spirit and nullifies the Law 
of Sin, batters down the ſtrong holds of 
jt, plucks up the very Throne of it, and 

| crucifics 
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crucifies the old Man with all his members, 
by outward. reſtriction - nailing. his hands 
and his feet, and by inward circumciſion, 
cutting and piercing into his heart, and; 
from thence gradually letting out his plz 
tal blood, even the love ot. Sinz hence 
bis.motions wax feeble,his members weak, 
his natural heat of original luſt ſpent and 
exhauſted, and his whole.body þ AB 
and languiſhing to his dying day 3 audal 
this by a ſecret virtue from, Chriſt's death, 
We are planted together mf. pwicpdli TH 
JavaTs WwTre, faith the Apoltle, Rom. 6. 52 
he ſaith not 04am, in. the conformity, 
but. 044alapdli, ix, the conformation of his 
death , becauſe. his death procured that, 
confarmity jn -us. | Hence. Sin doth not 
reign jn us as a Prince upon his Throne; 
but die as a man upon the'Croſs 3 Thanks be 
#nto God who giveth us the.vid pry 1 br ough 
Jeſus Chriſt, | 

3. It redeems from the tyranny of ..Sa+ 
tan. Chriſt in his own perſon. ſpoiled prin- 
cipalities and powers on the croſs, Col. 2.15, 
and Chriſt by his Spirit ſpoils them in the 
hearts of men; Satan hath his Palace there, 
but Chriſt hath bought bim out , and the 
»pirit will ca{t him out ; Satan would keep 
pn our chains, but Chriſt diſſolves them, 

I Job. 
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> 6 3.8. As he by his Spirit enlightens, 
oft go the chainsof the Mind ; as he con- 
verts, off go the chains of the Will ; as 
he ſpiritualizes, off go the chains of the 
Aﬀettions ; and as he fprinkles his blood 
upon us, off goes the weighty Guilt of all 
theſe: Satan would keep us within the 
Priſon, but Chriſt comes with an Habeas 
Animan, tranſlating us from the power of 
darkneſs into his own kingdom, — 
a Region of Grace and Light, where Sa- 
fan the Ruler of Sin and Darkneſs cannot 
have the Victory 3 becauſe Chriſt the Wiſs 
dom and Power of God fights againſt Him 
who is (as T may fo fay ) the wiſdom and 
power of Sin. Hence he falls as light - 
nine from heaven, Luke 10. 18. falls and 
breaks his Serpents head, even his deſi 

againſt poor fouls; the ruine of Souls 1s 
a heaven to him, and in falling ſhort of 
that, he falls as it were from heaven. The 
Prince of this world ſhall be cat out, faith 
Chriſt, Joþ.12.31. and he adds as areaſon, 
If T be lifted up, T1 will draw all men unto 
me, Ver.32. Lifted up upon the Croſs, he 
purchaſed the Spirit, and lifted up into 
Heaven hefends down the Spirit, which 
draws men out of Satans World into 
Chriſt's, where the Gates of Hell can ne- 
ver 
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yer prevail. The God of peace bruiſes $4- 
tan underfoot,, Rom. 16. 20. the Apoſtle 
faith not,the God of Mercy or Power ſhall 
doit, but the God of Peace ; becauſe, 
unleſs Peace had been made through the 
blood of the Croſs, Satan would have 
kept us in everlaſting Chains. But now 
Juſtice being ſatisfied, the Spirit comes 
forth with a £0 jure 3 firſt reſcuing the 
Captive-ſoul, and then treading down 
Satan under its feet. Thanks be unto God 
for this vidory alſo through Jeſus Chriſt. 

Thus this Price is redemptive from Evil, 
but 

2. This Price 1s procurative of Good. 
Infinity is a boundleſs Ocean,and may run 
over incffeRs as far as it pleaſeth; infinite 
Power might have. run over in making 
millions ofWorlds more, and infinite Mere 
cy might have run overin ſaving millions 
of Sinners more. The Price of Redempri- 
on hath a kind of Infinity in it 3 no won- 
der then, if after remotion of Evils, it ran 
over by its tranſcendent excels of Value 
in the procuration of Good 3; ſuch was 
the glorious redundance and ſupereff{u- 
ence of its Merit, that it paid divine Ju- 
ſtice to the laſt mite, and over and beſides 


made a purchaſe of three Worlds; 1 we 
the 
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the lower World of Nature, the middle 
World of Grace, and the upper World of 
Glory. 

I. As to the World of Nature, Chriſt 
procured two things. 

I. TheStanding of it. 

2. The Deliverance of it. 

I, The Standing of it, and that in a 
threefold reſpett. = 

7, The Standing of it in Being. Sin 
filled it with fo much ſpiritual ſtench and 
rottenneſs, that: the Power of the holy 
One would not have endured to have 
been there ſupporting and bearing it upin 
Being, if the Death of Chriſt had not 
been 004 Wong, 2 0 973g ſavour, 
Eph.s.2. to perfume and ſweeten it; the 
World was as it were new founded by the 
Croſs, or elſe Sin;that abomination of de- 
ſolation, would have daſhed it down -a- 
bout the Sinners Ears; Juſtice (if unſatis- 
hed) would not have ſpared ſo much as 
the Stage whereon Sin was ated, but hurl- 
ed it down into its firſt Nullity. Chriſt 
npholdeth all things by the word of his power, 
Heb. 1. 3. Before Sins entry they ſtood 
mere]y by the word, of his Power, but 
fince they (ſtand not without the blood of 
his Croſs. Redemption is the great Put: 

treſs 
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treſs of Creation; as it rears up the little 
World after its fall, ſo it keeps up the 
great World from falling. | 

2. The Standing of it in Order. When 
the Prophet deſcribes God's Judgments, 
he ſpeaks as if the old Chaos were come a» 
gain; Loe / the earth was withont form and 
void, Jer.4.2g. All the Orders and Har- 
monies 1n Nature were at firſt ſet by the 
Wiſdom of God, and afterwards cement- 
ed by the Blood of God,or elſe Sin would 
have unframed all. By Chriſt all things 
conſiſt, Col. x. 17. not only ſubliſt in their 
Beings, but conſiſt in their Orders. 

3. The Standing of it in its Uſefulneſs to 
us. Sin was the blaſt and forfeiture, but 
Chriſt is the Purchaſer and heir of all 
things, Heb. 1.2. and in and through him 
all are as it were new-given to us. We 
became ſuch wretches by Sin, that the 
Earth would not have bore our perſons, if 
Chriſt had not bore our iniquities? the 
Sun in. the Firmainent would not have 
lighted the material World, if the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs had not appeared in the 
ſpiritual 3 theſe lower Heavens would not 
have ſpun out a day for us, if Chriſt had 
.not purchaſed the upper ones of Glory 3 
the Blood of Creatures ſhould _—_ 

ave 
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*" have been ſhed for the life of our Bodies 
if the Blood of God had not been poured 
out for the Life of our Souls. Under the 
Law, before Harveſt began the Paſteover 
was killed ; at Harveſt a Sheaf of the firſt- 
fruits was brought to the Prieſt to be of- 
fered to God ; and after Harveſt there 
was the Feaſt of Tabernacles to bleſs God 
for the Fruits of the Earth, which by the 
_ was kept with Booths and Hoſarnahs. 
ad not Chriſt our Paſſeover beer ſacrificed 
for us, there would have been no Harveſt 
of Creature-bleſfſings at all ; and now that 
there is one, the praiſe of every Sheaf muſt 
be brought to Chriſt the high-prieſt of good 
' things, and in and through him offered 
up to God: therefore there 1s a ſpiritual 
feaſt of tabernacles under the Goſpel,Zach. 
14:16. Whileſt we ſit under the Booths 
of the Creature, we muſt ſirig Hoſannahs 
tothe Son of God, who fabernacled in our 
fleſh, and in it merited all comforts for us. 
Every bough of Nature hangs upon his 
Croſs, every crum of Bread ſwims in his 
Blood, every Grape of bleſſing grows on 
his Crown of Thorns, and all the ſweet- 
neſs in Nature ſtreams out of his Vinegar 
and Gall, A right-born Chriſtian 1s the 
beſt Philoſopher ';-for he ſees the Sun of 
Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs in the Luminaries of Hea- 
ven , the waterings of Chriſt's Blood in 
the fruits of the Earth, the Word incar- 
nate in Creature-nourilhment , and the 
Riches of Chriſt in all the Riches of Na+ 
ture. All are ours, and we are Chriſt's,and 
Chriſt is God's. 

2. Chriſt by this Price procured the 
Deliverance of it. God made the Houfe 
of the World for Man, and whileſt there 
is Sin in the Inhabitant, the Cxrſe-mark 1s 
on the Houſe; the Heavens wax old as if 
there were Mothes in them , the Stars 
have their malignant Aſpects, the Earth 
hath its Thorns and Thiſtles,and the whole 
Creation groans and travels with an uni» 
verſal Vanity ; the Sun groans out his light 
on the Workers of darkneſs,the Air groans 
with Vollies of Oaths and Blaſphemies, 
and the Earth groans forth its Corn and 
Wine intothe lap of the Riotous 3 and as 
Sin grows heavier., ſo the Creature» 
groans wax lowder every day. But at laſt 
1n and through Chriſt, there ſhall be «Tou«- 
TX50016 MHVTW!, 4 reſtitution of all things, 
As 3.21. the Balm of his Blood will per- 
fely heal all the ſtabs and wounds in the 
Body of Nature ; the groaning and travel- 
ing Creature ſhall be delivered from the 

| bondage 


# bondageof Corruption,Row.8.24, there hall 
be mew. heavens and 4 new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. 3.13. and all 
the ſteps and traces of the old Curſe ſhall 
be razed out of the World. 

- Thus Chriſt hath purchaſed the World 
of Nature 3 but this ( as appears by the 
Purchaſer's own Tecorvorru, Matth.6. 
33+) 18 not the main bargain, but the caſt- 
ing in or overplus thereof; therefore 

2. Chriſt by this Price. purchaſed the 
World of Grace. Grace may be conlider- 
cd two ways; either as it 1s in the Map 
or Charter of the Goſpel, or as1t 1s in the 
Subject or receptacle of the Heartz and 
om ways tis Chriſt's purchaſe. 

. Grace in the Map or Charter is the 
Cement of Grace, comprized in the Pros» 
miſes, called the Covenant of Promiſe, Eph. 
2.12. In this Covenant there are Promi- 
ſes reaching down as low as the World of 
Nature, and Promiſes reaching up as high 
as the World of Glory ; and betwixt theſe 
two run the Promiſes which water the 
World of Grace, and thele are either Pro» 
miſes of Grace ſuch as thoſe, 7, will give 
.an heart to know me, Jer.24.7. I will cir- 
eumciſe the heart to love me, Dent. 30. 6. 1 

.will put my laws into their minds and noſe 
thews 
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them intheir bearts, Heb;B:t6. Twill give 
new heart and a new ſhirit 3 In /the as 
way thy flony hexrt, and give an heart 0 
fleſh,E2+h.36:26. orelſe they are Promiſes 
to Grace, ſuch as thoſe, God will juſtifie 
the believer, Rom. 3.26, beautific the meek, 
with ſalvation, P/al. 149. 4. dwell in a bro- 
ken heart Jſai.s7.15. comfort the mourners, 

fill the hungry, and. be fr of the purt in 
heart, Matth.5.4 6,9, Nowall theſe Pro- 
miſes are the purchaſe 'of \Chriſt, .and'the 
whole Covenant made up'of them is #he 

New-teſtament-in his blood, 1 Cor..11. 25+ 
Without ' his - fatisfatory' Blood there 
would have been no _reom--for' Promiſes, 
no, not forthe leaſt tWinkling ofa Promiſe 


to the ſons of men 3 for unſatisfied Juſtice _ 


would have: butried all to Hell. All” the 
Promiſes ifſue out to us inand through 
Chriſt, the Rivers af Life. guſhed otit of 
the true Rock; the Goſpel-wine-run forth 
from the true Vinez..3f God meet us and 
commune with us in'words. of Grace, we 
mult tharik therrue Propitiatory, or Mercy- 
feat tor every ſyllable.” - | 
2. Grace1nthe proper Seat or Recep- 
tacle of it is Chrilt's purchaſe 3 and this I 
ſhall make out » | 
I, In general ; Chriſt [purchaſed the 
ws S  Spirg 
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Spirit of all Ofaice. There i is me Ob- 
htion of Chriſt; a perl ſonal. Oblation on 
the Croſs, and that 1s Meritum Sp HS 5 5 
and a-dotrinal Oblation 'in the Goſpel, 
and that 1s a wr] Spiritiis 3 and ſo 
the holy Ghoſt..is ſhed on us abundantly 
through ; Tolhs Cbriſt,Tit.3.6.Chriſt a/cerided 
” on highthat be might fill things, Eph. 4. 
One, would have. thought that his 
roo ſhould rather/have. done-it 3 but 
he aſcendedwupin the lory of his one, 
he carried up-gll.the [6k Gi 
his Fathers Re 6-4 0 from ks the 
Spirit came*pourin wn- uv men z 
Gay droppi Nwbeſige, bit then 
it wagrich poured. out 5-1t came down 
in cloven fiery Yenglen: and a. ruſhing mighty 
wind, AGs ws 4 . to. utter mWagna- 
lia Det, ter the. maſter-piece 
of nd Boe tongues to Ut- 
ter them toall Nations an their. own Lan- 


guage, and fiery tongues, to enlighten and 


enflame the Adin hearts. with the 
knowledge and* loye -of Chriſt; .and.« | 
mighty ruſhing wind t0 blow'home that & 3 
ſtrongly and inſuperably-: ina thorough 

| Fmaprun 7 ; and all this was ſhed forth 


from Chriſt, Ver.33: Never any. 
truly preached. Cho 


riſt ,. but by a ſecret 
touch 


' 94 
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Brke Work of Ke "59 | * 
tows 1 hind” 57 never; aty holy. fire 
kindledonthe- heaft, but by:acoal from 
his Altar; never any gales-of Grace on 
the Soul, bit fram the datos of. ;hts 
Spirit: -not one drop of hig)Blood is ſpirit» 
iy but full frag and Hlawing with the 
tof Life. .- 
' 2. In particulars a {o Chriſt hath pars 
d three things. 
$a The Radical Grace of Faith, 
"2: All other-Graces ofithe'$pirit. | _ 
' 3+ Allthe Crowns of theſe Graces. 
1." Chriſt hath purchaſedithe Grace. of 
| Faith z the Apoltle is; exprefiiimit,, To you 
hy; 0 AS vine Rey; for C je ſake not 07+ 
birfuk belieug d1: bins, 'but alſo to fiffer for 
Jake; Phil, 1.59. the:Apolile evidently 
Es the:meritsof Chriſt as the ſpting 
Faithy+and Faith perſevering unto ſut- 
| " And.in. another plagp he ſaith, we . 
| ba. in Ged.rbrovigh Jeſies cbr ifs, F'$, by , 
| whom we btue now recegver the atonement, 
 Rom,y.1t;' bedothnot only'fay; that by 
& nd through him! the” Atotement was 
madg,: but that.by and through him the 
Atonement is received ; 'and:what is this 
receiving of the [Atonement but Faith it 
ſelf 2: Fhat\ therefore :js- patt of 'Chriſt's 
Purchaſe.” Theſe _—_ places might ſuf- 
$655) 2 


fiee 


, 266 of the of Redemy 
fice'us ; but 166 4 the Rremodifarie op» 
poſethis Fruth, I ſhall propoſe two Que- 
ries untothem:-- 

1. Is got 'Faith comrized within the 
Covenant of Grace? 'Let's come to the 
Fouch-ſtone 3 Is it not written there, / 
will give an heart to know me, and is not 
Faith a juitifying kfowledge, a ſight of the 
Juſt One, and 4 beamt or dawning of eternal 
life 8 Is it'not written'there, 7 will take a- 
way the heart of ſtone,” and/is not Unbelief 
a part of that Htone ?./doth it. not direfly 
reſiſt the Blood 2nd Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt? and'can*there be a- worſe Stone 
than this? Is it not written/.there, 7. will 
give a new'heart, and ts not Unbelief-the the 
heart and hfe ofthe 'old Man, and F Wie 
the new? Is itnotwrittem there, 7 will wh 
my Spirit within you,” and. is nor the- $| 
«ſpirit of faith, and faith 4'fruit of the pw 
7112 is not; Unbelief. of our Spirit ,\ and 
Faith of Gods? Is tt not written- there, 
will circumciſe the heart, and is not Un+ 
belief fleſh? God ſaith; thereis life in his 
Son, . and (the Unbeliever faith, Nog and 
does what in him lies to make Goda rlyar, 
and can there be any filthter or. rottenner 
fleſh in the old man than this? and/unleſs 
this be cut offican there be a true Circum- 


> cilion ? 


$ 


cifion > By all this it clearly appears that 
Faittris key Le Create Effie ſo, is 
not the whole Covenant SanG#io 2 ſan- 
guine , © the "New-teftament © in Chriſt's 
blood ? Ts not he the Mediator and pur. 
chaſer of the whole? Are not all the Pro- 
miles Tex and Amen in him? Who dares 
diſtinguiſh and'fay, Chriſt purchaſed'part 
of the Promiſes and not all > he purcha- 
ſed notional knowledge and"not jultify- 
ing, he breaks the ſtone in' the heart, all 
but "that which' oppoſes” his own Blood: 
and Righteouſheſs, the old man is crucifi- 
ed with Chriſt,all but his heart and life of 
Uabelief,” the Spirit, of Grace flows our 
from Chriſt, all but the Spirit of Faith, 
#he circumciſion of Chriſt, Col. 2.11. (lo call- 
ed becauſe it is procured by the Merits;and 
produced by the Spirit of Chriſt) cuts off 
the fleſh of the heart, all but that of Un- 
belief which upbraids' God with a lye 3 
who dares thug tear in ſunder the Cove- 
nant, mangle the Promiſes , dimidiate 
. Chriſt and divide the Spirit by unſcriptu- 
ral diſtintions? Such ſhuffling is unwor- 
"thy of Chriſtians. erefore I conclude 
mY firſt Qxere thus 3 Faith is within the 
Covenant, and the Covenant is Chriſt's 
purchaſe : therefore Faith is ſuch alſo. 

S 3 2. Is 
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It ſeals Q 
works by Love," aitaby 5 nun 
comes the viſble World," and entity 
prelentiates the inviſible; forſhame let it 
be a Grace, andif (o, it muſt be'Chriſt's 
' purchaſe, The Spirit never effeted' that 
Grace in fallen Man which: Chriſt never 
merited. As evexy/Creaturein the World 
is of God's making, '{o every. Grace in the 
Church 1s of -Chriſt's mexzting : He that 
ſaith,  Yonder'is-a precious. Stone. .but-'tis 
not of God's, making,blaſphemes the'Cre- 
ator; and hethat ſaith; 'Yonder is a. Pre» 
clous Faith but 'tis not of” Chriſt's merit- 
19g,; does no leſs to the Redeemer. ' But 
further ; Is not Faith the Grace of Union 
with Chriſt > Doth not Chriſt 4we{//#n. the 
heart by faith? 1s not Faith the Morher- 
grace of all ? Firſt Faithgivesa tough to 
Chriſt, and then Love is enflamed; with 
him, Joy-trwumphs 4n hich, and Obegi- 
ence follows him, Where do a{ the rs- 
vers of living water flow but in the Believers 
belly, Joh. 7.38 £ What holds alt the ſtars 
ry Graces of the. Church but gaplapa migws, 
the firmament of faith, as the-ApoltlEcalls 
It, Col. 2.5 2: Now, will it- not/grate thine 


ears, O Chriltian, to hear that the oe 
O 


_ 


Spirit of 'Faith 5. all the ſtarry Graces are 
Chriſt's but the Frrmamengof Faith is our 
own 3 we are bleſſed with-all ſpirityal 
bleſſings in Chriſt, but not withithe Mo» 
ther-grace: which. broods and teems out 
all the reſt, not with the Grace of Union 
which lies neareſt to Chriſt cating his 
fleſh and drinking his blood 3. that Faith 
which isneareſt to the Merits of Chrilt in 
its Union, is furtheſt off from them in its 
Origination. -What is this but ta dar 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, damim up it 
Well of Salvation, and trample the Blood 
of the Covenant under. foot ? at which ec» 
very ſober Chriſtian cannot but tremble. 
Therefore I conclude my ſecond. Qzere 
thus; Faith is a prime and excellent Grace, 
wrought by ghe Spirit and purchaſed by 
the Merits of Chriſt. ; 

' 2. Chriſt hath purchafed all other Gra- 
ces 3 for all Gracesare the fruits of the Spi- 
rit, and the Spirit is ſhed on, us through 
Chriff; But in ſtead of proving, let me 
parly with the Saints;Speak,O ye excellent 
ones, whence came your lovely Meeknels, 
your undillembled Love,your untired Pa- 
tience,. your holy Union, your melting 
\Compaſhons, your broken Hearts, your 
S 4 repen- 


of Holineſs is from Chrifts but.nc 
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repentant Tears; your Lats vewSp 7 
rirs, andiall oy =aptrorrct 
of Graee? for the Glory of Chriſt. 
I10ks.L- hear. them all with one con- 
ſent cry out, . Thus, O. thus it is 3. all our 
Meeknels came trom the Lamb,” our Love 
from the. beloved one, our Patience from 
the Captain-ſufferer, our Union from the 
Chriſt of God, our Compaſſhons from the 
bowels of Chriſt, our NG Hearts from-4 
| broken Chriſt, our repentant Tears from 
bleeding Wounds, our Law-engravings 
are the Epiſtle of chriſt, and all our ſweet» 

ſmelling Graces are the powders of the mer- 
chant, Cant. 3.6. even of Jeſus Chrzſt who 
bought them all with his ſweeteſt Blood. 
The,Churchis the Houſe of God made up 
of lively ſtones, floored. with Humility, 
rooted with Knowledge, cgmented with 
Charity, warmed with the fire of Zeal, 
and fil ed with the ſpiritual Glory of hea- 
venly Gsacesz but Chriſt is the chief cor- 
it one, Which bears up. all : all the 

_— Humility is from Chriſt's cxev@ar 
or ſelf-emptying,allgur Knowledge from 
Chriſt the Sr: of righteonſzeſc, all its Cha- 
rity from the Hyperbole of his love, all its 
| Cal. is from a coalof ts Altar, and all the 
oy Glory which fills it, cames by tbe 
way 


|) 


ſus/Chriſt who is «var, the Eaſt or day- 
ing of allgraces, Lnk, 1.78. -- 
oe rao purchaſed all the Crowns 
of thele Graces, I mean ſuch as are ſet on 
the Hints head in this life; rhe Believers 
ſhall be juſtified, but 'tis by the righteous 
Chriſt ; the Meek ſhall. be beaurified with. 
Salvation, but *tis becauſe 'of the Lambz 
the broken Heart ſhall have God dwelling 
in it, but 'tis for the Merits of a broken 
Chriſt 3 the Mourners ſhall be comforted, 
but 'tis by the conſolation in Chriſt ;. the 
Hungry ſhall be filled, but 'tis from the 
fulneſs of Chriſt ; the pure'in Heart ſhall 
ſee God, but 'tis through Chriſt the bright- 
neſs we his Glory : all the Crowns of _— 
mult be caſt down at the feet of Jeſus Chri 
the great ner of Les I0 | 4 
"Thus Chriſt hath bought the World of 
Grace 3but yet we are not at the top of 
the Purchaſe: For | 
3. Chriſt hath purchaſed the World of 
Glory ; that is the none-ſuch, the World 
of Worlds, to which all Natures Glories 
are/but a ſhadow,and the Churches Graces 
butr'aPortal ; there are Plenitudesof Joy, 
Crowns of. Life, Weights of Glory, Treas» 
ſyres.'of Blifs and Oceans of "—o_— 
fu? «5 an( 
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=. and all of Chrift's purchaſing': All the 
Manſions of Glory are of his preparing;Job.. 
14-2. all the Wine in Heaven is for his 
marriage-ſupper, Revel, 19.5. his Blood is 
= Key to. open the ' holy of holies, Heb. 10. 
9. the pure River of Life clear as Cry-- 

ſil iſſues. ont of the throne of God and. of the 
Lamb,even out of Gods Grace and Chriſts 
Merit, Rev.22.1.4Chriſt on the Croſs pur- 
chaſed a Heaven for us, Chriſt in the Gof. 
- proffers \it unto us, and Chriſt in the 
rtgives usan actual hope thereof. Had 

it ngt been for Chriſt, we could never 
have centred. into ſuch aplace as Heaven, 
where the Walls are Pearls, the Rivers 
Pleaſures, the Hills Frankincenſe, the Air 
Purity, and the Light,Life, Love and a// in 
all God himſelf. Tn Chriſt did not on» 
ly purchaſe Heaven for us, but purchaſed 
It in a way completive of the Law. The 
, old Promiſe of the Law was, Do this and. 
live, and that ſeemed quite blaſted and 
withered by our ſinsz\ but Chriſt by his. 
perfect Obedience made it revive and.bud 
again with life. God would not give eter- 
nal life, but upon a Do this 3 /and Chriſt 
fulfilled all Righteouſneſs. for us; and: by 
"that Righteouſneſs we come to have Na- 
i w Cavs, } juſtification of life, Rom.5.18. ſuch 
a Juſti- 


Lafe. 
But you'l Gay. that'old Do this re quired 
Obedience in our own perſons z and there-: 


fore Chriſt could not fulfil. it in our ends 
and fo purchaſe life for us. 

I anſwer, that God did-here alſo inter, 
pret. his Law in ane 
vine Sanction [ Do this. on which Lite did 
depend, was not preciſcly determinate that 


we mult doit in our own perſons, for.theat ' 


a Suretics obedicnce ſhould have been tg- 
tally. excluded 3 neither was. it precilely 
determinate that we ſhould do it in..our 
Surety; for there was 2 Do this in the ſtate 
of Innpcency where there was no need of 
a Surety 3 but the Sanftion was general, 

Do this, and two interpretations lay be- 
fore God the firſt that it ſhould be done 
in: our- own. perſons, the ſecond that it 
hould- be done in- our Surety 3 the firſt 2 
rigorous and literal, the ſecond an equi- 
table and merciful interpretation. Now 
theſe ''two interpretations lying before 
God,. he as ſupreme Law-giver takes the 
equitable interxpretationz. had'he taken 
the rigorous one,, there would have beet 
noxoom for a Suretynor life for theSinnerz 
but | in rich mercy he takes the equitable 


One, 
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vption. 
6ne, and ſo through a Surety's Obedience | 
| eternal Life is purchaſed for us. Theſe 
two interpretations of the Law ſeem to me 
to be figured out by the double making 
of the Tables 3 the Law in the rigorous 
interpretation is like the firſt Tables which 
were broken : For as the: Law was firſt 
written in thoſe Tables,ſo the rigorous 1n- 
terpretation firſtly riſes out.ofthe Letter of 
theLaw; and as thoſe firſt Tables were 
broken, ſo Sin made ſuch a breach upon 
the Law, that the Apoſtle puts a Tv d9vveloy 
upon it, Roms; 8. 3. 1t could not give life 
according to the rigorous interpretation, 
And the Law in the equitable interpreta- 
tion is like the ſecond - Tables which were 
pu intothe Ark : for as thoſe Tables were 
ept inviolate in the Ark, ſo the Law was 
kept inviolate in the equitable interpreta- 
tion 5 and as the Mercy-ſeat covered the 
Tables-inthe Ark, and from the Mercy- 
feat ſo covering them God manifeſted his 
preſence 3 ſo Chriſt, the true iNag@ gov or 
merey-ſeat, did by his perfe& Obedience 
«cover the Law all qver,and in and through 
him ſo covering it God manifeſts his pre- 
ſence, not only his back-parts on Earth but . 
hisface in'Heaven. Thus by the admirable 
Wiſdom of God Heaven was FE 
9 an 
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walls yet "the Law eſtabliſhed, the Do > thi 
rurned upon the Surety, and the promiſed 
Life made good to us Sinners. 

But you'l objeCt further, If the Law be 
thus'/interpreted in an equitable'way, viz. 
to be done by a Surety, then it is not fo 
muchas a Rule of life to us; for that ifhies 

- out of the firſt interpretation, vis. the'do- 
ing of it in our own perſons. 

I anſwer, that ſtill the Law is a Rule of 
life to us 3/ and the reaſon is, becauſe God 
doth -not'wave the rigorous and take the 
equitable interpretation totally and abſo+ | 
larely, but in-order to Redemption, 'and 
ſo far only as Redemption requires it. Now 
what doth that require?” It requires that 
the Obedience of a Strety 'ſhould be _ 
mitted for the impletion ofthe Laws and | 
therefore thus far the rigorous interpreta- 
tion is waved, "andthe equitable takes 
place.” 'But it requires not thyt the re- 
deemed" ones ſhould be 'exempred from 
the Lawasa Rule ; and'therefore' the'6> 

uitable interpretation doth not go" thus 
fr ; and fo far as th > the: rigo» 
rous one'takes plac ei be caliſe pro tarto it 
is conſiſtent Edo Redemption. ment it 
comesto pals that Chriſhs'0ur Surety 
filled the Law for us, and yer! Ril ie Lav 
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"_ is a Rule of - ts; Chittis Th of 

he Law tothe believer, and yet the Believ» 
er is £wopuoc Xg5@, under the Law to Chriſt, 
% Cor.9. 21.” 

' Thus this Price is redemptive from Evil 
bd procurative of Good, but the Crown 
of all-is yet behind. p 

+3. It iva Price ſufficient for both the 
former, There '1s a double Sufficiency, 

cientia nud4,and Sufficientia ordinata 3 
| thefirſt conſiſts in the itrinſecal vaſue-of 
the'thing, the thing in value tranſcending 
or at eaſt equalizin ws the thing tb/be re- 
deemed 5 the fecorid; confiſts in the Will 
of the Payer: and Receiver, [the one intens 
tionally paying/and- the ather intentional- 
ly aceeptiog\/that-thing as a Price-of Re» 
demprion :-,the firſt is chat. radical Suffict- 
ency whereby the thing may poſſibly be- 
come a Price 3 the ſecond 'is that (formal 
Suffictency whereby the thirig doth ai- 
ally biogas & Price, /  Let'the thing be in 
itſelf, of never/fo vaſt a value, the former 
withoutthe latter doth not conſtititte i it a 
Price. Now the glorigus price of our Re- * 
re hp hath- theſe Sufficiencies 
| nts 

T4 Ithath £ , rk tnders 3 the A- 

Qiveand. re Oberience of Chriſt 
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haye intrinſecal value cgough to equalize, 
nay-infinitely.. ſuperexcede alb Nr Dcber 
and. over, and beſides. to. purchaſe three 
Worlds for us ; and the reaſan is becauſe 
his Deity pour@ out a kind of Inofinity 
into his Doings and Sufferings. The Righ- 
teouſneſs which he fulfilled was the rrghte- 
opſneſs of God, Rom, 1.17. the Blood which 
he ſhed was the blood of God, Rom.20.28.8& 
the Life which he lazd down was, the life of 
God;xJeh.3.16.And what nakedneſs cannot 
the. Righteouſneſs of God cover? , What 
debts cannot- the, ,Blood of God pay for as 
And _—_ (hide vagg the Lite of \ 
purchaſe. 2? Remember, O poor. trembling 
Soul, ek OW = that Viv A fe 
thee was Jehouab, he that was {mitten for 
thee was the 2r4n God's fellow, and he that 
obeyed tor Ar in the form of Gad, O 
what mauner of Agions and Paſſions were 
thoſe whereinthe Law-giver ſtaod under 
his own, Law, and the, Creator ſuffered in 
bis own World 2. How was his Qbedience 
eleyated into [ofinity, and tranghgured in- 
- toglory by his. Godhead 2. What a, Maſs 
of {weet-[melling Merits mult that be into 
which the Deiry it lf. transfuſed Riches 
and, Odours 2 This may be one reaſon why 
Chriſt is (tiled the hezr of all things, Heb.1. 2, 
| | . though 
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Work of Redemption: 


thdatitic b be the Purchaſer of all,y et he 7 | 
Heir of all ; becauſe: he' receivec his'di- 
vine Nature from-his F ather, and that'dj- 
vine Natyre ſtamped an infinite value upon 
the Purchaſe-money which bought all. 
May I ſhadowit out by an imperfect Sim1- 
litude : A Son receives vaſt ſums from his 
Father, and with them purchaſes aneſtate 
in Lands to himſelf ; that Son is the Pur- 
chaſer of thoſe Lands im refpe& of his own 

ayment of the Money, ne et in a'ſence 
fit is Heir to them in reſpect of his receipt 
of the Money front his Father 3 So the E- 
ternal Son of Godis the Purchaſer of all, 
for he paid down his ownBlood and Righ- 
teouſfneſs as the Price 3 and yet he is Heir 
of ;all, for that Price had its yaluefrom 
the divine "Nature, 'and that divine Na- 
ture was received from his Father 'm the 
Eternal Generation, There is no' doubt 
then (as long as Chriſt js God)-but that 
his Obedience hath value enough imit ſelf, 

2. It hath Sufficientiam ordiriatant, _ 
this appears 

"1. By'the Wilbof Chriſt who paid down 
the Price. "2. 
2. By the Will'of God ha feveivoddes 
both their Wills concentre'in the work of 
Redemption; and the counſeF of peace'iibes 
tween ther both,Zach.6,13. I, Is 
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1. 'It:appears by the Will -of Chriſt: 
when he paid down his: Obedience, what! 
was his' meaning? Surely:not a title of 
his Obedience was 4rrattonally done;-nor 
a drop of his Blood irrationally ſhedzwhat 
then was his meaningin 1t2 Was it not to 
ditlolvethe Chains of Stn, open the Priſan 
of Wrath, and fpoil andtrtumph over the 
bloody Jaylor Satan? Was it not to pro+ 
cure the ſtanding of the Body of Nature, 
the ſhedding down of the Spirit of Grace, 

- and the opening a door to Heayen'and 
eternal Lite? Theſe were the things on 
which the divine and humane Wall of 
Chriſt were both ſer : his divine Will was 
{et upon them; for before the foundations 
of the World, even in his joyous Eternity 
with his Father, his delights were with the 

ſons of men,Prov:8.31.ind when the World 
was up, - hE appeared to Abraham in a hus+ 
mane {hape, and to Ao/es to uſher jn a « 
temporal Redemptien; the firſt as a pre» 
Iudinm to his Incarnacion, and the latter 
as a preludinm to our Redemption; and 
both as a demonſtration that the work..of 
Salvation was in his Heart. And after- 
wards 1n the days of his fleſh, his humane 
Will never parted from his divine, but in a 
rape of Love always run upon Redemptt- | 

IT be on 5 
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on 3 this he ſought for in along circuit- of 
Obedience,and t with a ws ove 
fill it was finiſhed 3 this he ſought for in 
his bloody Agony, and when his humane 
Will as Nature ſhrunk back from'the Cup 
of Wrath, yet the fame Will as Reaſon 
kiſſed and drunk it off to the bottom in 
order to Redemption; this. he ardently 
—_ after through Croſs-tortures and 
oul-travels, and rather than fail of it, he 
"would for a time be forſaken even of God 
himſelf; and when he cried out, 7 thirſt, 
his greateſt thirſt of all was after this, and 
reed, never be quenched till he came toa 
conſummatum eſt. Thus ſtood the mind: of 
Chriſt in the bufineſs. 
2, It appears by the Will of God, and 
that in two things. 
xr. God decreed this Price to be paid for 
the ends aforeſaid. 
' 2. God accepted it being paid for the 
ends aforeſaid. | 
1. God decreed this Price to be paid ; 
Chriſt did not glorifie himſelf in making 
pr ac an Pet ge ſurety, but he that 
faid unto him, Thou art my ſon, this day have 
7 begotten thee, Heb.5.5. Chriſt's 4 was 
begotten out of the Subſtance of God, 
' and his Office as it were begotten out = 
tne 
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the Will of God, God eternally ordaived 
him to that Office, 1 Pet. 1.20. andin the 
fulnels of time caVed him tojt, Heb. 5: 16: 
and for more aſſurance, ſuperadded fs 
Seal to his Call, Joh.6.27. and bis Cath to 
both, Heb.7.21. and all to ſhew forth his 
immutable purpoſe touching the ſme; 
Chriſt was booked down for a Redeemer 
in the eternal Volumes, and flain' above 
in the Decree long before he was ſlain be- 
low in time. - Infinite Love .itpregnated 
divine Will with the Decree of Re» 
ption, and that Decree ſent fotth our 
Redeemer,and put a 79 Tgt7ov wporr bis righs 
teonſneſs, Matth. 3.15. a ik TT wpon the 
cup of wrath, Joh.12.27. and a'd's wporr bis 
death and ſufferings, Matth. 16.21. and all 
this that the myſtery of Redemption, hid from 
ages in the will of God, Col. t, 25. might 
come abroad into the World ; Wher the 
fulneſs of time was come, God ſent forth his 
Son made of a woman, made under the Law, 
to redeem them that were under the Law , 
Gal.4.4,5. O whiat a fair window is here 
vpened into God's - heart ! Redemption 
was decreed, and therefore God ſent forth 
bis Son; the time was decreed, and theres 
fore heſent him forth zx the fulneſs of time; 
and the Price was decteed, and i 
=» T 2 e 
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he ſent him forth zade of a woman, made 
uzder the Law, that 1s, to take a humane 
Nature, and payit down inall Obedience 
as the Price of our Redemption. 

- 2: As God decreed this Price to be 
paid, ſo he accepted it being paid, and 
this includes 1n it two things. 

x. That this Price was paid to him. 

'2« That this Price was accepted by 
hich, "yu 
I. This Price was paid to him; wo 


offered himſelf to God, Heb.g9.t4. Whe 
we confider this Price as redemptive fr 
evil,or as procurative of good, both ways 
1t was paid to God; as redemptive from 
evil it was paid to him as a righteous Law- 
giver and Judge, and as procurative of 
good it was paid to himas a great Remu- 
nerator and faithful Promiſer. God is the 
Law-giyer againſt whoſe Laws we rebel- 


led, and Godisthe Judge who for our re-. . | 


© bellions againſt his Law,; wexAdor' 755 mnlv- 
Tas, fout ws all up in priſon, Rom. 11. 32. 
there we lay uniPna T/ (14, under the 
judgment of God, Rom.3.19. and his wrath 
abode pon ws, Joh. 3. 36. therefore this 
Price as redemptive from-.. evil was paid 
to God as the Law-giver and Judge. That 
Socinian gavil, That if this were proper 
X Re- 
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Redemption, the Price ſhould be paid to 
Sin and Satan, becauſe we are redeemed, 
from them, is but a mere trifle ; for Gad 
is the ſupreme Law-giver and Judge, he 
only hath the Keys of Death and Hell ; 
ſtrictly and properly Sinners. are Priſoners 
only to, him, Satan 1s but as the Jaylor'or 
Under-officer, acting under the authority 
of this Judge; the Guilt of Sin is but as 
the Chains or Fetters, binding under the 
Juſtice of this Law-giver 3 and who ever. 
read or heard of a Price of Redemption 
paid to the Jaylor or Fetters? and yet 
upon. the payment thereof the Captive is 
delivered from them both. Hence it 1s 
that our Saviour Chriſt was both Aerce- 
tor and Bel/ator, Mercator as to God to 
whom he paid the Price, and BeZator as 
againſt Satan whom he conquered ;z and 

both theſe the Apoſtle cxitbls together, 
He blotted out the hand-writing, nailing is 
to his croſs, and ſpoiled Principalities and 
powers triumphing over them in it,Col.2.14, 
15. He paid God the Price and not Sa- 
tan, he ſpoiled and triumphed over Satan, 
and not over God. Again; as this Price: 
as redemptive from oil was paid to God 
as a.Law-giver and Judge, ſo this Price as 


procurative of good was paid to God as 
| 4 the 
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the graat Remunerator and faithful Pro- 
miſer. God 15a great Remunerator, for 
he rewards according to the condecency 
of his goodneſ3 ; and a faithful Promiler, 
for he will not ſuffer one jot or tittle of 
his Promiſes to fall to the ground z heen- 

zed himſelf to Chriſt, that his blood 
ſhould bereturned in all good thiftgs, he 
gave him the Promife of « ſeed, and to 
rate it up, the Promiſe of bis Spirit, and 
to crqwn it, the Promiſe of eternal life; 
he bound himſelf by expreſs compadt ta 
make him « light to the Gentiles, a covenant 
to the people, and ſalvation to the ends 1 the 
earth, Iſai. 49. 6,8. Wherefore this Price 
as procurative of good was paid to. God as 
a Remuneratar and Promilce. 4. ls t 
. 2. As this Price was paid to God, fo 
it was accepted by him for the ends afore- 
ſaid. Indeed ſimply and abſtradtively fram 
his own Decree he was not bound to ac- 
cept of this price (though of an immenſe 
and infinite value) as forus; 1 ſay, as for 
usz3 for he might have ſtood upon the ri- 
gour of the Law, Do this and live, tranſ- 
greſs this and die 1n thine own perſon 3 the 
Tables of the Law might never have been 
por into the Ark , nor covered with a 

excy-ſeat 3 but this is the joy of our 

- + Snook ers 2g tn Faith, 
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Faith, that he hath'accepted it. When 
Chriſt was baptized, there was a Voice 
from Heaven, This is my beloved Son, w & 
4 Sm, im whon I am well-pleaſed, Mat.3. 
17.Duo grate vocabula, filizs &dileFuws,faith 
an Ancient,and that ſweet word 4Sdxnga 
makes upthe third, When Chriſt was fa» 
crificed, there was a ſweet ſmell to God, Eph. 
5.2. God cries out, I have found a rayon, 
Job 33.24. and Chrilt, 1t 7s fixiſhed, Job.19. 
30. Afterwards when he came into the 
Grave, off flew the bands of Death, 4s 
24-24. as a pregnant evidence that Juſtice 
was ſatisfied 3 he was taken from priſon and 
from judgment, Iſai. 53.8. becaule all was 
paid 3 God's Power raiſed him up, and 
God's Juſtice could ſay nothing againſt it. 
And when he was riſen from the dead, he 
raiſes up the Faith of his' Diſciples, #by 
do thoughts ariſe in your heerts £ ſaith he, 
Luk,24.38. Do you doubt whetherT am 
he who paid down the Price of Redems 
ption? Behold ! my hands and my feet foſ- 
ſus eft ſaccus, & manavit pretium orbis, the 
Sack of my Humanity was broke, and out 
run the Price of Redemption. Do you 
ſcruple whether that Price were accepred 
of God or not? Lo! here are the returns 
of it, V'le breath the holy Ghoſt upon you, Tle 

| T 4 betruſt 
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betruſt the Goſpel with'you, go- preach it. to, 
every creature;make the World know,that 
Redemption, Remiſſion, Grace, Peace, 
SahCtity, Salvation are the returns of my 
Blood. And afterwards juſt at his parting 
he bleſſed them and aſcended up into heaven; 
he bleſſed them, to fhew that the Curſe was 
gone, \ and aſcended up into.heaven tor, pol- 
ſels the purchaſe of Glory ,' and being 
there, he ſate down at Gold's right hand ; 
his work was now done, and therefore he 
ſate down, and'his work was now accept- 
ed, and therefore he ſate down at. God's 
right band. ; there he received gifts for 
en, and from thence he gave them Qut ar 
gain 3 he gave out what he received, and 
received what he purchaſed. Chriſt's Sa- 
crifice was ſo ſweet a ſavour to God, that 
the Miniſter, who preaches it, 1s 4 ſweet ſa+ 
vour to him, 2'Cor. 2.15. and the Believer 
who accepts 1t 7s accepted of him, Epb.1.6, 
nay, ſo far accepted, that he becomes 4 
Prieſt, Kevel.1.6. and his good worksplea- 
ſug ſacrifices, Heb. 13.16. his prayers are 
turned into odours, Kevel. 5.8. and his cha- 
rity into a ſweet ſmel/, Phil. 4. 18. and all 
this by a perfuming touch. trom, Chrilt's 
Merits. Ina word; all the. Proclamati- 
ors of Mercy in the Scripture, all the Par- 

% . dons 
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dons of ſin in the Conſcichce, all the -In- 
fluences of Grace on the Heart. and all the 
Openings of Heaven in the Promiſes are 
as ſo,many pregnant proofs'unto =_ that 
God accepted the Price. 

Thus having ſhewed ' what'manner -of 
Price this i is, viz. redemptive from Evil, 
procurative '6f Good , and. fufficient for 
both, I paſs on to the laſt Queſtion.” 

3. For whom was this Price paid > and 
thisI ſhall cleave aſunder into two@wxeries,” 
-  f, Whether Chriſt died-for all men ? 

2. Whether he died equally for all men? 

In both which,whileſt I name the Death 
of Chriſt only according to the uſual lan- 
guage of Divines,l comprehend his whote* 
Obedience Ative and Paſlive, whereof 
his Death was the complement and EX 
treme Act. 

1. As tothe firſt £yere, Whether Chill 
died for all men? I anſwer athrmartively, 
that he did;zand herc Ithal} do two things.” 

I. I ſhall lay down the:Reafons of my" 
Opinion. | 

2. I ſhall anſwer the Objections made 
againſt it 3 and in;hoth it will appear how 
far, or in what ſence 1 aflert that Chriſt 
died for all men. 

I. I ſhall lay down wy Reaſons for it, 
and theſe are drawn I, From 
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1: From the-Wul of God as the Foun- 
tain of Redemption. 

2, From the —_— of: Grace as the 
Charter of it, and the Promiſes comprized 
therein. 

=—_— the Miniſters In who 
liſh it 

4- From certain bleſhogs which are the 
Fruits of it. 

5. From the Unbelicf of men which is 
the denial of it. 

6. From the fulneſs and orious Re- 
dundance of Merit m Chriſt s Death which 
paid for it. 

7. From the kk and general Ex- 
_ in Scripture concerning the 


n. 1 argue fromthe Will of God. God's 
Will of falvation as the fontal Cauſe there- 
of, and Chriſt's Death as the meritorious 
Cauſe thereof are of equal latitudez God's 
Will of Salvation doth not extend beyond 
Chriſt's Death; for then he ſhould intend 
toſave ſome extra Chriſtum: Neither doth 
Chriſt's Death extend bey ond God's Will 
of Salvation, for thenhe ſhould die for 
ſome whom God w upon no terms 
ſave; but theſe two are exattly coexten» 
five. . Hence 'tis obſervable,that whenthe 
Apoltle 


 . 
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tle | po_ of Chriſt's Love'to the 
Charck, al alſoof bis giving hinge 
ſelf or it, Eph.5,25. and when hefaith God 
pk aw all men to be ſaved, 1 Tim.2.4. he 
aith withal, Chriſt we himſelf 4 ranſou 
for all, Ver. 6. Therefore there cannot be 
a truer Meaſure of the extent of Chriſt's 
Death, than God's Will of Salvation, out 
of which tame did iſſue - z (o far forth 
as that Will of Salvation extends to. all 
men, ſo far forth the Death of Chriſt doth 
extend to all men. Now then how far 
doth God will the Salvation of. all? 
Surely thus far, that if they believe they 
hall be faved : No. Divine can deny it, 
| Hecially ſceing Chriſt himſelf hath "laid 
it down ſo poſitively, This is the will of bins 
that ſent me (faith he) that every one which 
ſeeth the Son and believeth on him may bave 
everlaſting life, os 6.40. Wherefore if 
God will the Salvation of all men thus fax, 
that if they believe they ſhall be ſaved 3 
then Chriſt died for all men thus far, that 
if they believethey (hall be ſaved... But 
you'l ſay that Promiſe, Whoſoever believes 
ſhall be ſaved, is but YVoluntas ſigni and not 
Poluntas beneplaciti, which is the adequate 
Meaſure of Chriſt's Death. Unto which 
I anſwer 3 If that Promiſe be Yoluxtas |t evi 
waoat 
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what doth it fignifie> What but God's 
Will? "What Will but that good pleaſure 
of his, ' that” whoſoever believes ſhall be ſav- 
e4> How elle is the Sign of the true God 
atrue Sign ? Whence is that univerſal con- 
nexton betwixt Faith & Salvation?ls it not 
a plain efflux or produt from the Decree 


God ? Doth not. that evidegly Import a 
Deeeree, that whoſoever bel; WIE, Il be ſav- 


44 2 Surel y it cannot be a falſe Signzwhere- 
fore ſo far God's Will of Salvation extends 
to/all men,and conſequently fo far Chriſt's 
Death extendsto them. 
/n.1l argue from the Covenant of Grace, 
ahd the Promiſes comprized therein. Chriſt 


18'the Mediatour of the Comenant, and the 
Coyenant i 1s the New-teſtament itt "his blood 
Chriſt's Death'doth 'not extend be Wow! 
the Covenant, for then there hoot be 
leſs in the Charter than in the Purchaſe ; 
neither doth the Covenant extend beyond 
Chriſt's Death, for then there ſhould be 
more in the Chartet than in the Purchaſe: 
| but both theſe run parallcl in extent; 
Therefore fo far forth as the Covenant 
extends to all men, fo far forth the Death 
of Chriſt extends to all men. - Now then 
for the extent of the Covenant ; Are not 
Fliolc Promiſes f#hoſoever leliewes ſhalt be 
ſaved ; 5 


. 
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ſaved;whoſoever will.let him take 
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ter of life freely} with the like, a part of 
the Covenant ? and are they not extenſive 
to all men? Both are as plain as if they 
were written with a Sun-beam ; Where- 
fore ſofar doth Chriſt's Death extend to 
all men,as the Covenant in any part there- 
of doth extend unto them. Moreover 5 
theſe general Promiſes undeniably extend 
toallmen, and in that extent are infalli- 
bly-true; they are all faithful ſayings, and 
words of truth, and their truth isſealed up 
by Chriſt's Blood z wherefore as theſe Pro» 
miſes extend to all men, ſo the Death'of 
Chriſt (in which they are founded ) doth 
extend to all men. If Chriſt did no way 
dic for alt men, which way ſhall the truth 
of theſe general Promiſes be made out ? 
Whoſoever will may take the water of life. 
What, though Chriſt never bought i: for 
him?Whoſoever believes.ſhall be ſaved, What, 
though there were no AuT2gv, no Price 
paid for him ? Surely the - Goſpel knows 
no Water of Life but whawt Chritt 
purchaſed , nor , no way of Salvation 
but by a Avlteg!, or Price paid, But 
you'l ſay, that albeit Chriſt died not for 
all men, yet are thoſe general Promiſes ve» 


ry true, and that becaufe their truth-is 
| founded 
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founded- upon-the 'Sufficiency of Chriſt's - 
Death, which hath worth enough in it to 
redeem millions of Worlds. I anſwer.there 
is a double Suthciency , S»fficientia nuds 
conliſting in the intrinſecal value of the 
thing, and Sufficientia ordinate conſiſting 
in the intentional - paying and receiving 
that thing asa Price of Redemption ; the 
firſt is that radical Sufficiency, whereby the 
thing may poſhibly become a Price 5 the 
ſecond is that formal ſufficiency, where- 
by the thing doth aQually become a Price, 
Let a thing be of never ſo vaſt a value'in 
ie (elf, "tis no Price at all, unleſs it be paid 
for that end, and being paid, 'tis a Price 
for no more than thoſe only for whom it 
was ſo paid ; becauſe the intrinſecal worth 
how great ſoever doth not conſtitute it a 
Price. Hence it is clear, that if Chriſt's 
Death (though of immenſe value) had 
been paid for none, it had been no Price 
atall; andif it were paid but for ſome, 
it wasnoPrice for the reſt for whom it was 
not paid. Theſe things premiſed, if Chriſt 
- no way died for all men, how can thoſe 
Promiſes ſtand true? All men, if they be« 
heve, ſhall be ſaved ; ſaved, but. how 2 
Shall they be ſaved by a Ate or Price of 
Redemptiowthere was none at all paid for 

them 5 


them ; the immenſe value of Chriſt's death 
doth not_ make it a'Price as to them fot 
whom he died not ; or ſhall they be ſaved 
without a AvTeoy or Price'? God's unſatis- 
fied Juſtice cannot ſuffer it, his Minato 
Law cannot bear it, neither doth the Gol- 
| know any ſuch way of Salvation; take 
it either way, the truth of thoſe Promiſes 
cannot be vindicated, unleſs we fay, that - 
Chriſt died for all men. But you] yet 
reply,that albeit Chriſt died not for all, yet 
1s the Promiſe true ; becauſe Chriſt's death 
13not only ſufficient for all in it ſelf, but it 
was willed by God to be fo. I anſwer,God 
willed it to be ſo, but how? Did he will 
that it ſhould be paid for all men, and fo 
be a ſufficient Price for them ? then Chriſt 
died for all men; or did he will that it 
ſhould not be paid for all men, but only 
be ſufficient for them in its intrinſecal va- 
lue ? then ſtill it is no Price at all as to 
them, and conſequently either they may 
be ſaved without a Price, which is contra- 
ry tothe Current of the Goſpel z or elſe 
they cannot be ſaved at all, which is con- 
trary to the truth of the Promiſe. If it 
be yet further demanded, To what pune 
pole is it to argue which way Reprobates 


ſhall be ſaved, ſceing none of them un 


did or will believe? Let: the Apoſtle an- 
ſwer, What if forte did not believe ? ShaV 
their unbelief make the faith of God of none 
effe® 2 God forbid 3 yea, let God be true, but 
every man 4 liar, Rom.3.3,4. And again, If 
we belive not, yet he abideth faithful and 
cannot deny himelf, 2 Tim. 2.13. No Re- 
probate ever did or will believe, yet the 
Promiſe mult be true, and true antece- 
dently to the Faith or Unbelief of men ; 
true, becauſe it 1s the Promiſe of God, and 
antecedently true, becanſe elſe it could 
not be the Objett of Faith, Wherefore [ 
conclude that Chriſt died for all men ſo 
far, asto found the truth of the general 
Promiſes, which extend to all men. 

| 3. Targue from the Miniſters Commil- 
ſion which is, Go, preach the Goſpel to every 
creature ; by virtue of this, they command 
all men every where to repent, and to in- 
duce them thereunto, they open a door of 
Hope to them, fnd to raiſe up that Hope, 
they ſet forth Jeſus Chriſt evidently bes» 
fore their eyes, as if he were crucihed a- 
mong them,opening his bleeding Wounds, 
and through them ſhewing* his naked 
Heart, and the inward bruiſes there made 
by Gods Wrath for man's Sin ; they lift 
11 their voices and cry,Come, O gain 
NeFs 


nets! come, for a7 things are ready, hete's 
Chriſt atid his redeeming Blood ready, 
lie's anAd of free Grice & Pardon ſeal'd 
in that Blood, here's a Heaven of Recon- 
ciltation,- and at the end thereof a Heaven 
of ory open before you 3 Come, O come 
without delay 3 Behold ! now 3 the actept- 
ed time, the ady of ſalvation;come. and your 
Stns ſhall be blotted out; come and you? 
Souls ſhall live for ever 3 Whleſt it is eall- 
ed to day, we beſcech you, be you recon 
cred unto God ; why ſhould yorr immor- 
tal Souls, ſaveable through Chriſt, be 
choaked with worldly Thorns,or inchants 
ed with baſe Luſts, or inhabited by un+ 
clean Devils? Tywrn ye, turn ye, why will ye 
air?” And in all this,they befpeak not the 
Elect only, bur others too; for their Com- 
miflion reaches to every creatire : neithet 
do they ntter their own humane Paſſions, 
but purſue their divine Commiſſion 5 for 
in all their pathetical beſeechings God him- 
ſelf beſeeches, 2 Cor. 5. 28. in all their loud 
out-cries Wiſdom it ſelf cri25 ont, Prov. 8. 
1, 4. in all their carneſt expoſtulations, 
Chriſt himfelf fands at the door and knotks, 
Rev. 3. 20. inall rheirholy Dodrines the 
Kingdom of Heaven comes nigh unto men, 
Li#tk; to.t1, and in all their invitations ro 
"1 bd the 
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the Evangelical Feaſt made up of Chriſt's 
Fleſh and. Blood , which. 18 meat _ 1n- 
deed. and drink - indeed , God him- 
ſelf invites, and bids men, eat and 
drink for his heart is with them. Theſe 
things being fo, it neceſlarily follows that 
Chriſt died for all men ; becauſe the Ob- 
lation of Chriſt in the Goſpel is founded 
on his Oblation on the Croſs, and the Mi- 
miſtery of Reconciliation: is founded on 
the Myſtery of 1t, Hence the Apoſtle 
joins both together 3 God was in Chriſt 
reconciling the world to himſelf, and hath 
committed to us the word of reconcilia- 
tion, 2 Cor. 5. 19. - And in another place, 
Chriſt gave himſelf a ranſom. for all, to be 
teſtified in due time, 1 Tim. 2.6, The word 
of Reconciliation 1s extenſive to all, there- 
fore ſo is the work ; the Price of Redem- 
ption may be teltified to all, therefore it 
was paid for all, ſo far as to found that te- 
ſtimony of Jeſus which is the ſpirit of Pro+ 
phecy. Burit Chriſt no way diced for all 
men, how came the Miniſters Commiſſion 
to be ſo large? They command men to 
repent that their fins may be blotted out, 
but, how can their fins be. blotted out for 
whom. Chriſt, was not, made ſin? They 
beſecch men to- be reconciled tg Poo, but 
Ic ow 
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how ſhalt they be reconeited for whom 
Chriſt paidno#Price at all They call and 
cry out to. men to come to Chriſt that they 
may have life, but how caq.they have 
life for whom Chriſt was no Surety in his 
Death ? If” then ' Chriſt died for all men, 
the Miniſtery 48 a trae Miniſtery as to all; 
| but if Chriſt died only for the Elect, what 
is the Miniſtery as to the reſt 2 Thoſe Ex 
hortations; which as to the Ele are zgal 
undiſſembled offers of Grace, as to the 
re(lt ſeem. to be but golden Dreams and 
Shadows +4. thoſe Calls, which as to: the 
Ele& are right Miniſterial. Acts, as: to 
the re{t appear as Extraminiſterial Blots 
and. Errata's ; thoſe Invitations to the 
Goſpel-feaſt, which as ta the Elect are the 
cordial wooings and beſeethings of God 
him(clf, as to the reſt look like the words 
of mere men ſpeaking at random and with. 
out Commiſſion : for alas! why ſhould 
they come to-that Fealt for whont nothing 
1s prepared? How {hould they eat and - 
drink for whom the Lamb was never lain? 
Wherefore I conclude -that , Chriſt died 
for all mens fo far as to found the truth.of 
the Miniſtery towards then. »; Eats bye 
. \ 4+ Largue from the Bleſlings. purchaleg 
by Chriſt's Death 5 one greats Bleſing is 

T2 Satva- 
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Salvation on Goſpel Terms! "Lipſed An. 
gels muſt be datnned; 'buit *Men; tiay, all 
Men may be ſaved orrGofpeterms} there 
is uawh owTHe je, 'a' common "Salvation to 
them ; and O-whata bleſiing 1s this, eſpe- 
cially to ſuch-.as live under the Gofpel! 
there is nothing ſtands between them and 
Heaven but their own Will, they will not 
rome to Chriſt that they may have life : Oh! 
what would the damned' Spirits in Hell 
give for ſuch a door of Hope, as hath no 
other bar but what is in ther own Hearts ! 
how would they feat” and" ſtrive with - 
tears and ſtrong cries to ehter"inat it! A 
fecond Bleſfing'is the Patience of God, 
which waits upon Sinners ; and by fome 
glimmerings of Mercy leads them'to repen- 
tance. | A third Bleſling is the Diſpenſa- 
tion of Gifts 5 even in the Wildernefs of 
the Pagan-world thefe are'Moral Vertues, 
and in-the Fdcr of the Church 'there are 
even in thoſe that periſh, ſome touches of 
the holy Ghoſt, taſtes of the heavenly 
Gift- and feelings of the Powers of the 
World ts come. and whenee are theſe but 
frotn the Death of Chriſt? 'As David call- 
ed the water of 'Bethlehem the blood of his 
worthies, 16 mayT call theſe Bleſſings the 
blood of Chris. Wheretore Chriſt — 
LY r 
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far forall, 'as to procure {ome Bleſſings for 


them.” 

5. t argariom the Unbelief of Men, 
which is wonderfully 'aggrayated in Scri- 
pture :' through Jeſiis Chriſtthere is a real 


offer of Grace: made, but Unbelief receives 
in vain,2 Cor.6,1, great Salvation is pre-. 
pared, negleFs it, Heb. 2. g: 

Etern + promiſed,” bat” Unbelief 


contes ſhort of "it," Heb.4.1. the Kingdom of 
Heaven comes nigh to men, but Unbelief 
draws bath, from "it,Heb.101(39. God- him- 
ſelf bears witned that there iLife in his 
Son,” even forall if they believe,-but Un- 
belief aithNo toir, and doth what i it cart 
to make himaliar, 1 Joh.$.10. Chriſt-is ſet 
forth before our eyes as the great Expia- 
tory Sacrifice,” and evidently ſer forth as 
if he were crucified among us, his Blood 
runs freſh in the Veins of the Goſpel, but 
Unbelief reerwcifies the Son of God, Heb.6. 

6,tramples his precious blood under foot, Heb, 

10.29. and doth as it were nullifie his glo- 
rious Sacrifice: : ſo that as th final! Unbelieys 
ers tt ir dnodmelou Juoin, ' there ro mare re- 
maineth a ſacrifice, Heb. 10.26. 'as to their 
Salvation, 'tis as if there were no Sacrifice 
at all for them : But if ' Chriſt died not for 
all men, how can theſe things be 2 How 
T0 can 
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cat) thoſe men. veceive Grace:in vain 'for. 
whom it was never'procured ? or negle& 
Salvation for whom it was.never prepared? 
How can they fall ſhort of eternal Reſt for 
whom it was never purchaſed.2 or. draw: 
back from the-Kjngdom, of Heaven which 
never approached-unta them 2 How can 


there be life ig; Chriſt fox t whom 
he never, died ? 'and if. notch way 
doth their \Llabclicf give \ the lye? 


How can they ,recrucifie. the Son of God 
for whom. he: was 'never- crucified ? or 
trample on that precious Blood which was 
never ſhed for zhem ? The;Devils, as fall 
of malice.gs they are again(t,/ Chriſt, are 
yever ſaid; to:do it, and why are men 
charged with it?I take it, þecauſe men have 
ſome ſhare in him, and Devils none at all. 
+ 6. Targue from the Death of Chriſt, 
which hath a ſuperexcelJent. Redundance 
of Merit in it, not only begguſe of its in- 
trinſecal value, but becauſe.of the divine 
Ordination; there are unſearchable riches 
ig Chriſt, enough to pay all mens Debts; 
there® are Pleonaſms of Grace in him , 
vaftnhiorxot xaos, Grace ſuperabounded , 
iaith the Apoſtle; 1 Tim. 1. 14. Salvation 
flows out from him a@ually upon all Be- 
evers, and by a glorious ſupercfluence 

| it 
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It would run over upon all men if they 
did believe : | As it was with the Widows 
litte Pot of Oil, 2 Kings 4. 6. the Oil did 
run till all the Veſſels were' full, and then 
it ſtaid 3 the Widow called for 'another 
Veſſel, and if ſhe had' had ' many” more 
there, the Oil in the Pot would have fill- 
ed themall ; Even ſo ( pardon the Com- 
pariſon ) it is with the immenſe Sea of 
Chriſt's Merits, it aQually fills all the Veſ+ 
ſels of Faith, and then it ſtays as 1t were 
. for want of 'Veſlels ; mean-while Chriſt 
calls and cries'qut for more,and if all men 
would come and bring their Veſſels ro him 
he would fill: them all 3” donbtleſs if all 
men -did believe, all -would: fee the 
Glory of God, all wauld have the Ri- 
yers of living water flowing in them, all 
would feel ſpiritual Miracles wrought in 
their Hearts, by that Chriſt who hits art 

the right hand of Power, and conſequent# 
ly all would find an experimental witneſs 

in themſelves tfiat Chriſt died for them all. 

7. I argue from the general and large 

Expreſſions in Scripture touching Chriſt 

Rey. his Death 3 Chriſt died for all, 2 Coy. 

5. 15. for every man, Heb.2.9. he gave him- 

felf for the world, Joh. 6. 51. for the whole 

world, 1 Joh.2.2, he1sſtiled the Saviour of 
V 4 the 
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the world, 4 Jah.4.14- and bis Salyation is 
called 4 compre a jaluetion. 7 Jude Ver. 3, 4 
ſelpation prepare, before the face of all peq+ 
ple, Lnken. 31 and ming, orthy to the ends 
$5990, earth, Ifqi. 4.9. 6. e Goſpel of this 

vation 15tO! be OT to all. nations, 
Matth, 28. 19- 49.1 to every; creature, Mark 
16o9- there 8 16225 097H2 185, gh ace bring. 

ſalvation t0;afl wen, Tit, 2, 11. a door, 

of Rope open! to ther, Becaule Chriſt gaye 
him(elf:4 revſap:;for all, 1 Tim, 2.6. theo 
not what: cauld..be more, emphatical 40 
point out. the Unjverfality.of :Redempti- 
on? But you'l.fay, all theſe. genoral' Ex 
prefſions,da bus denote genera ſinguloramy 
ſome of all: {axts, the World: of the Ea9is 
or/the All of Belieyers. 

In anſyer $4 5. ſhalj only put _ 
Queries, WETY 

1. If. thoſe general Expreſlians dean 
pay #he World of the Ele&; or the Allof 

elievers, why 1s. it not ſaid in'Scripture, 
that God elected all and &very man, the 
World and the whole World 2? in that 
ſence ' tis as true that.God elefted themall; 
a8 'tis that Chriſt died for them all : ; Why 
then doth the holy Spirit altogether fOr- 
bear thoſe general Exprefiions 1n the nate 
ter of Election, which | it uſeth in the mat» 
ter 
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tex of Redemption? Surely it imports'thus- 
much: ugto us ,.that Re: tion hathea: 
larger Sphere than Eletion3and thercfors. 
the Scriptures cantradt.; EleQian imwotds. 
of, Speciality only, whileſt. they oper and). 
RR Redemption Int cmphatical yy 
Tatttles. 1 + DC 

: 2. I thoſe general Expreſſions Jeniits) 
only the World of the Ele&'orahe Albof? 
Believers, why doth the Scripture necks! 
very different language inthe faine thin 
Sametimes Chriſt is called/ther ſaveauy: 
the world, and ſometimes: the;ſivionr of the: . 
bedys ſometimes * tis faid that Chriſt died ox 
gave himſelf for all,or for the world,& ſome» 
timed it 15 ſaid that he'dicd of gave: hims' 
ſelf for #be Chyrch or for:his ſheep.  Whis) 
can imagine that ſuch words of univerſali-' 
ty, and ſuch wards of ſpectality ſhould be: 
of the ſame latitude? that one and. the; 
ſame thing; ſhould be imported in both 
Moreover, the Scripture deth. make a 
nal diſtinction; when it {peaks of |hisgj 

ing himſelf or -dying'for all, it fays only 
that he died for all/'or gave himſelf\a Ran 
ſom far/all ';-Buyt when it ſpeaks of giving 
hiofalf for bis Church, it ſays that be /an- 
Fiffed bimſclf that it wicht be. ſandified 
through the truth, Joh. 17.19. and that he: 


gave 
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geve himſelf for it, that he might purifie to 
himſelf 44m people, Tit: 2.14. ks 
he gave himſelf for it, that he might ſanS@ifie 
aridicleanſe it by the word, and preſent it to 
hianſclf a glorious Church without ſpot or 
wrinkle, Ephiis. 25; 26, 27. Never in all 
the Scripture is it ſaid that he gave him- 
ſelffor all, or for the World;that he might 
ſanRifie,, orcleanſe it, or make-it a pecu- 
liar: People; or' glorious Church, which 
yet might have been truly ſaid, if the All 
were no morethan the All of Believers, or 
- the World thanthe World: of the Elect ; 
wherefore to me it'ſeems clear from thoſe 
various Expreſſions and the obſervable di- 
ſtm&ions in them, that the All for whom 
Chriſt died is larger than the All of Be- 
lievers, and'\the'World for whom Chriſt 
= himſelf Targerthan the World of the 

lect. Ti 1 : | 

2. Having laid down my own Reaſons, 

I procede to anſwer the Objections made 
againſt this Opinton. ' - 

 0bje@, 1. If Chriſt died for all men,then 
all would believe, for Chriſt's Death pro-' 
cures all Graces, and in particular, Faith 5 
ſeeing then all men haveinot*Faith, either 
Chriſt did not die forthem all, or elſe he 
loſeth part of his Purchaſe. | 

I an- 
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I anſwer that Chriſt's Death is procura» 
tive ofa}l Graces and particularly of Faith, 
fo far as.it is a Price; and-itis a Price ſo 
far, as it was paid down by Ghrilt and ac-i 
cepted by God for that purpoſe: for ina 
Price there-muſt be both Sufficrentia nude 
conſiſting in the 1ntrinſecal: yalue of the: 
thing, and S»fficientia ordinata conſiſting 
inthe 4ntentional paying: and receiving; 
that thing as a Price. Now Chrilts death 
was paid down by . bim and . accepted 
by God--as a Price. with\a; double" Re- 
ſpe. As for all men it was paid andoace 
cepted as a Price, ſo far forth, as to- pro+ 
cure for them a ground for their Faith, 
viz. that'they might be ſaved on Golpel- 
terms. And as for the Elect it was further 
paid and accepted as a Price; fo far as to 
procure the very Grace of Faith for them: 
Thus our. Saviour Chriſt ( who beſt knew 
both upon what Terms he paid down/the 
price, and; upon what ,Terms his - Father 
received it) opens this myſterious Diſpen- 
ſation 3 I came down from heaven ((aith he) 
ot to do my own will but the will of himthat 
ſent me, Joh; 6.38. and what was that ? As 
to all men, 'twas that every one that ſeeth' 
the Son and belicueth on him may have ever« 
laiting life, Ver. 40. and as to the Elect, 

* *twas 
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'ewas that all rhaſe ſhould by farth-come unto 
hins,: Ver. 37.'and never be loft, Ver: 29. 
Chriſt: then died for-all men; not fo far 
forth-as to /procyys! the Grace of Faith', 
buriſofar err to procure Salyation on 
Golpel-terms. for them 5 therefore, albeit 
all donot believe, it follows not-either 
that Chriſt did not ac all die'for thew, or 
thatheloſeth paxt of his Purchaſe. Chriſt's 
Death is procurative of Faith, not In re- 
ference to all,” but to the Ele: 

: Obje@. 2. If Chriſt died for all men,why 
i-notthe Gofpel revealed tothem ? Hil 
Fagpo Nations have no glimpſe of a Chri 

Tanſwer two things. 

1, God hath notleft himſelf altogether 
without witneſs ,! ,\no, not in the Pagan- 
world ; the inviſible Spirit. renders him- 
ſelf viſit ible in the Glaſs of the World, Rom, 
F. 20. and as it were palpable in the body 
of Nature ; the very Heathens'may ſte 2,4 
feel him in every oreature, AFj17.27. nay, 
and in themſelves too, for hisPreſence is #0 
far off from them, & his candle burns within 
them,Pro9.20.27.6: when by this Candle it 
appears, that there is Juſtice inGod and Sin 
in'them ; yet that they may ftill ſeek after 
him;he lets out ſome glimmerings of mercy 
eplacability towards them;the very ſtand- 


ing 
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ing of the World utters 'Gniewhat of this, 
The Palmiſt tells ts of « wet be Bravey, 
Pſal.t9.4. God in the Creation drew lities 
of Power and ' Wiſdom over the Sphere 
of Nature ; but Chriſt -in"Redemption 
ſtruck a line of Mercy quite through it,afid 
that legible even -to the Heathens, fotaſe « 
much as they know 79 Sualtfur 43 Drs; the 
vindift ive fuPice of God, Row. t$4.ahd yet 
ſeethe World ſtanding, 'ard* trot dafhed 
down about the Sinners Eats'i they know 
there is a Pin, 4 divine vengeance, AGFy 28; 
4+ and yet they are not 'conſimed 3 they 
ſee Juſtice as it were wirking, AFs 17. 30; 
Judgment ſnbring,2 Per, 2 5. aid infinite 
Patience and Long-ſuffering waiting and 
leading them to os 9 uR, Rom. 2. 4.they 
have ſome glimpſes of pardoning Mercy 5 
where there is no pardoning mercy at all, 
there is no room for repentance:bur the Pa- 
tience of God isa kind of temporal! pardon 
of the pumiſhment,& that temporal pardon 
of the puniſhment points our that Mercy 
which can give an abſolute pardon of the 
Sin, and the true du and rendency of that 
Mercy is tFlead men toRepentance ;*ahdf 
if there wereany man in the Pagan-world 
who did in truth repent and convert<to;' 
God, -I make noqueſtion at all, ber _ 

c 
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he' ſho and. probably not 
without the expreſs knowledge of Chriſt 
indulged to him; for »poz 4ll that fear 
Gods Name will the Sun of rigteouſneſs ariſe 
with healing \under his wings,” Mal. 4.2.Here 
 thenis aliquid Evangelii, though not the 
expreſs knowledge of Chriſt. 
.+ 2, As to the Argument, let us weigh 
what may be deducted from Chriſt's death 
as univerſal ::.I1f Chriſt died for all men, it 
follows from thence that Chriſt may be 
preached to all, but it follows not from 
thence that Chriſt ſhall be preached to all 
it follows that Chriſt may be preached to 
all, for he, who was offered for all on the 
Croſs,may be offered to all 1n the Golpel'; 
there is no Pagan in the World to whom 
Chriſt may not; be offered. ' And if there 
were but one great Ear or Organ of Hear- 
ing common to all, how wouldChriſt's Mt- 
niſters always be filling it with Goſpel?But 
it follows not that Chriſt ſhall be preached 
toall ; forthe Goſpel is God's own, and 
he may do with his own as he plcaſeth ; 
and Chriſt who purchaſed for all the Be- 
ing of the Goſpel as far as the gMeral Pro. 
miles go, yet purchaſed ngt for all the 
-publication thereof.In a word ; the Pagans 
| have ſome -glimmerings of Goſpel, and 
= may 
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may. be ſaved on Goſpel-terms., -whic 
| that Chriſt fo far od for eg: 
that they have not the expreſs knowledge = 
of Chriſt, is a deep Abyſs, much fitter to 
be adored than dived into by us. | 
ObjeF. 3, If Chriſt died for all men, 
then he intercedes:for all ; but he inter- 
cedes only for«the Eleft, therefore he di- 
ed for them only. . SHY 
I anſwer that Chriſt doth in ſome, ſort 
intercede for all men ; and this I ſhall clear 
ſeveral ways. | | 
I. From the Nature of Chriſt's Inter- 
ceſſion; that-is. not a formal Prayer, but 
anappearing in the Holy of, Holies before 
the face of God as an Advocate, and there 
preſenting .his Blood and Righteouſneſs 
in their freſhneſs and _ endleſs life of 
Merit, with a Will that all the Grace pur- 
chaſed thereby may be diſpenſed to the 
ſons of men 3; therefore, Chriſt even in 
Glory ſtands «5 iopxſwigdos, as ong fiaim., 
Rev.5.6. ſhewing his bleeding Wounds to 
make Interceſhon with, G Hence itt 
follows, thar his Interceſhon ( being 8 
kind of celeſtial Oblation ) pertely an- 
ſwers to his Oblation on the Croſs 3 he is 
an Advocate above, ſo far as he was 
Surety here below ; his Blood ſpeaks, the 
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Sly amd Gt in Hoaveh' bv fe did -ah 
Earth, andhis Willſtands'in the ſame po- 
ſtare rowards Sinners there as here. Now, 
How far was Chriſt a Surety forall? Sure- 
ly thus far, that all may be faved it they 
believe; etfe either they cannot be ſaved 
at all which is contrary to the truth of the 
Promiſe, or they may be*faved without 
a Surety, which is contrary tothe current 
of the Scriptures. But if he were ſo far a 
Surety fot all,” then he is {6 far an Advo- 
cate.forall ; for he appears an Advocate 
m Heaven for all thoſe for whom he ap- 
peared as a'Strety on the Croſs. Hence 
the Apoſtle ſaith in general, 1f any mar: 
fin we have an advocate with jhe Father, t 
ST. he ſaith not ſtrifly, if the Elect 
n, butat large, if any man ſin, we have at 
4dovocate ; and as the true ground-work of 
this general Advocation, he adds; he ## the 
Ppropitiation for the whole world, Ver.2. S0 
far forth as he was a Propittation for "the 
'World, 6 far forth he is an Advocate for 
it. And another Apoſtle affirms that Chrilt 
1sa Mediator between God and men, 1 Tim; 
2.5, he faith not betwixt God and his 
Church, but hetwixt God ant mtr; and 
the following words'give the true reaſon 
of it, Chriif gave himſelf a ranſom for all, 
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that Prayer, itherefore he. died. not for 
them. . Now here the Fonl{eees fails 3 
for what kind of Prayer was that, Joh.17 ? 
'Twasa Prayer =ocularly fitted for Apo» 
ſtles and Believers 3 a Prayer for their per- 
ſeverance.inFaith, Ver. 11. for their per- 
feftion 1n Unity, Ver. 23. for their growth 
in SanCificatien, Ver. 17. for their abode 
with him in Glory, Ver. 24. and in allre+ 
ſpe&s a Prayerwhich could be congruouſ- 
ly prayed for no other bnt Believers, Ver. 
20: Now that Chriſt did not pray ſuch 
a-Prayer for all men as was only proper 
for Believers, doth not conclude, either 
thathe did not at all pray for them,or that 
he did-not at all die he them. Thus much 
in anſwer to the firſt @xere, Whether 
Chriſt died for all men? I paſs on to.the 
ſecond. ſe 5 | 
Dnere 2. Whether Chriſt died equally 
for all men ? I anſwer, that albeit Chriſt 
 diedin ſome ſort forall men, and, by vis 
tue of his Death, all men (if winctlct; 
(hauld 3 gran be ſaved ; nevertheleſs 
Chriſt did not die equally 'for them all, 
| but after a ſpecial manner for the Elec, a- 
bove and beyond all others ; and this 
ſhall demonſtrate by ſeveral Arguments 
drawn ; 
| Y i. Fran 
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- 222 Of rh Work of Redemption. " 
rt. From the Will of God. 

2. From the Covenant of Grace. -. 

_ 3. From theIfſue of Chriſt. 

- 4; From the Working of the holy 
Spirit. 

5. From the Bleſſings ptirchaſed, 

6. From the cercelion of Chriſt. 

7. From the Event followin 1 
Chriſt's Death. x15 

8. From the ſpecial Expreſſions in Scri- 
pture. 

r. I argue from the Will of God. Chriſt's 
| Death is the meritorious Cauſe of Salvati- 
on,and reſpets men more or leſs proportt- 
onably as God's Will (which is the fontal 
Cauſe thereof) doth more or lefs reſpet 
them:God wills that all men ſhould be ſav- 
ed if they believe.& proportionablyChriſt 
dicd for them all 3 God wills that the E- * 
Iet ſhould infallibly believe and be ſaved, 
and ſutably Chriſt died for then in a ſpe- 
cial way z there is a peculiarity in Chriſt's 
Redemption —— tothe peculiarity 
of God's Love. God eternally reſolved 
with himſelf that he would dive a Church 
-ahd a peculiar people, and Chrift gave 
himſelf fqr it, that he ſan@ifie and 
clean ol it LO the waſhing of water by the 
word, that he might preſent it to himſelf 4 

glorious 
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glorions Church without ſpot or wrinkle,Ep#+ 
5-25,26,27. He geve himſelf for us that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and puri- 
fie to himſelf 4 peculiar people zcalont of good 
works, Tit. 2.14, If Chriſt had given him- 
ſelf thus far for all, all would have been 
his Church and People. You will ſay, 
Lnbelief is the only Obſtacle. I anſwer, 
that if Chriſt had given himſelffor all,that 
he might waſh them as he waſhes the 
Church, and redeem them-from all iniqui- 
ty as he redeems his peculiar ones, there 
would have been no ſuch thing as Uabelict 
left among men; that Chriſt, who waſhes out 
Fevery ſpot and wrinkle, would not have left 
Unbelief; that Chriſt, who redeems from 
all iniquity, would not have left Unbelict, 
no, not in any one man's heart; nay, 1 
may truly ſay, he could not leave it there, 
becauſe he could not loſe his end, nor ſhed 
onedrop of his Blood in vain. There are 
among men ſome choſen ones, ſuch as are 
choſen ont from dmong men, and choſer 
out of the World,Joh. 15. 19. and Chrilt in 
his Death had a ſpecial eye upon theſe : 
Hence, proportionably to their Eleion, 
they are ſaid to be redeemed from among 
men , Rev. 14. 4- and redeemed out of 
. every kindred and tongue and people and 


2 nation, 
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ation, Rev. 5:9. Now how is it poſhble 
that all men ſhould be thus. redeemed ? 
Chriſt's Death as it reſpe&s all. men, re- 
deems them (asI may ſo ſay) from among 
Devits, for that it renders them capable 
' of mercy which Devilsare not;but Chriſt's 
Death as it reſpets the Ele& redeems 
them even from amone men, for that it' 
procures Faith for them,and thereby pulls 
them out of the unbelieving World:z and 
what is peculiar Redemption if this be 
not? But yowl ſay theſe are ſaid to be 
redeemed from among men, not becauſe 
Chriſt ſpecially died for them above 0- 
thersz but becaufe theſe particularly ap- 
plied his Death by Faith which others did 
not. Ianſwer, that either this Applica- 
tion, by Faith was merited 'by Chriſt's 
Death or not; if ſo, then Chriſt redeem- 
ed them in a ſpecial manner, becauſe by 
his Death he impetrated Faith for them, 
which he did not for all ; if not, then they 
were redeemed from among men by them- 
telves and'their own free Will, rey not by 
Chriſt and his Death,which (Itremble to 
think)puts the lye upon the Church trium- 
phant;who ling the new Song to the Lamb 
in theſe words ; Thou waſt ſ/ain and haſt re* 
deemed us $0 God. by thy blood ont of every 


ye 
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kindred &-tongue Epeople G-nation,Rev.5.9, 
How can that Blood of Chriſt, which merit- 
&1 alike for all men, redeem one man from 
another ? How can it redeem ſome from 
among men, unleſs it merit, for them that" 
Faith which is the grand diſtinction be- 
tween man and man in the matter of Sal- 
vation? Chriſt @ ::nojozm, purchaſed the 
church with his blood, A&s 20.28, and pur- 
chaſed it in a ſpecial manner : hence Az0s 
& PET, a purchaſel# people, 18 not a 
title common. to all, but proper to the 
Church, 1 Pet. 2.9, God's Children lay 
ſcattered up and down the wide World, 
and Chriſt died that he might gather thene 
all togethey <6; *v, into one, one Faith here 
and one Glory hereafte® Joh. 11. 52. If 
Chriſt had died ſo for all, all ſhould have 
F come into the ſame Unity. We find in 
Scripture many ſfagnal diſtindqjons made 
among men z,thefe are ſome 0» whom God 
will have mercy, and others whom he will 
harden, Rom. 9. 18. ſome written in the 
Lambs book of life, and others left ont of it, 
Rev. 13.8. ſome given unto Chriſt, Joh. 6. 
36.and othersÞtt to themſelves ; ſome are 
Gods own jewels, Mal.3.17. and others but 
as droſs. - Now how incredible is it that 
Jeſus Chriſt (who came to do his Father's 
i a 


3 Will 
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Will ) ſhould in his Death reſpe& thoſe 
whom God will harden, as much as thoſe 
whom he will have mercy on; thoſe that 
are out of the Book of Life, as much as 
thoſe that are 1g it ; thoſe thar are left to 
themſelves, as much as thoſe that are given 
to him, and thoſe that are the droſs of the 
World, as much as God's own Jewels? 
Believe it who can; 'tis a mon{trous Opini- 
on, worthy of nathing but exile from 
Chriſtians: Seein God's Will hath ſodi- 
ſtinguiſhed men, it is no more poſhble that 
Chriſt ſhould die alike for all, than that 
he ſhould diſſent from his Father's Will, 
which to do was his great errand in the 
World. Chriſt ,fuffered between two 
Thieves, a Type of the Elect and Repro- 
bate World; but whq dare ſay that he had 
as much reſpect to the on& asto the other? 
2. I argue from the Covenant of Grace, 
Chriſt is the Mediator of the Covenant,and 
the Covenant is the New-teſtament in bis 
blo:d ; as then the Covenant is more or 
Icls reſpeCtive of men, ſo the Mediator's 
Death js more or leſs reſpg@ive of them. 
There are in the CovenatFtwo' forts of 
Promiſes; the one general and conditio- 
ra] , ſuch are thoſe. Whoſocver believes 
Pall be laved, Whoſocoer will, may take of 
7 Rs = 
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the water of life, If any man come to Chriſt 
he will not caft him out ; the other ſpecial 
and abſolute, ſuch are thoſe, I will c:rcum- 
ciſe thy heart to love me, I will put my fear 
in their hearts, Twill take away the heart of 

ſtone and give an heart of fleſh, I wall put 
my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk 
in my ſtatutes, I will put my Laws in their 
mind. and write them in their hearts, and 1 
will be to them aGod and they ſhall be to me 

4 people ; there is a vaſt difference between 
theſe Promiſes: For | 

I. The general and conditional Pro- 
miſes are as it were the hands of the Co» 
venant, pointing out the true way and 
path jeden to Salvation, but the ſpecial. 
and abſolute Promiſes are as it were the 

Veins of the Covenant, carrying in them 
the blood and ſpirit of life and , power to 
enable us to walk in that way. Here God 
himſelf engages to work all pr ms 
in us: Are our hearts hard > he'l roll a- 

' way the ſtone from them 3 do our hearts 
reſiſt holy impreſſions? he'l give us hearts 
of fleſh capable thereof 3 are our hearts 
void of God's Law? he will write it there 
and turn them into the Epiſtles of Chriſt, 
and for the effectual doing hereof, he will 

put his Spirit into us, and as a real proof of 


Y 4 it, 
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It,” he willeguſeus towalk in his- ways 3: 
and inthis:Walk Love ſhall be the Mdotrve., 
for he. will ctrcumciſe the heart to: love. | 
- him, .and-Fear the Bridle, for he will put 
his Fear inthe heart -never to depart fron 
hint 3. and, which is the Crown of all; he 
himſelf will be.a God to us, and we ſhall 
bea people to him in an everlaſting Cove- 
nant.. 'Stand ſtill O Saints! and adore; 
here, :loe, here is the miniſtration" of \the 
Spirit. indeed, 2 Cor. 3.8. here are words 
which are ſpirit and life, Joh. 6.63. here 1s 
 #he ſupernal Jeruſalem the mother of ſpiritual 
freedom, Gal. 4.26. here 1s the immortal 
feed which begets all the.Sons of God, 1 Pet. 
1:23. here is that Yis TN«5uy, or formative 
Virtue which moulds us into the divine na- 
ture; 2 Pct. 1.4. here is the day of God's 
power, which makes his people willing to 
ſerve hit in the beauties of holineſs, Pſal. 
110. 3. Happy, yea thrice happy' they, 
who dwell in this Land of Promife and 
drink oftheſe Wells of Salvation. 
2. Thegeneral and conditional Promi- 
 ſes-are extenhve toall men, . but the ſpeci- 
al and abſolute Promiſes reſpe& the Elec 
and them only, for they are fulfilled in 
them, and them only ; had theſe extend- 
cd toall, that God (wha cannot lye, nor 
deny 


' : 


deny himſelf). would have fulfilled then. 
inall, You will ſay, He would havetyl- 
filled.them.in all, but that men themſelves 
- will not:;, But what a ſtrange word 4s this, 


[they will not]? Will they. not, if Gad, 


yethem a Will, ea wew heart. and. a,new. 
pirit 2 Will they not, .if God take away. 
the nillingand reſiſting Principle, the bear? 
of ſigne? . Will they not, if God write his. 
Laws in their hearts and inward parts? O 
what is this, but by an abſurg Blaſphemy 
to change God's Truth intoa lye, his Om- 
nipotence. into weakneſs, and his Glory 
into the old broken [dol of Creature-free» 
dom? Surely if God ( who is Truth and 
Power) engage to make anew Heart, . the 
old one cannot hinder itz -if he promiſe.to 
remove Hardneſs, Hardneſs cannot: refi(t 
it 3 if he ſay that he will write the: Law 10 
the Heart , the Heart will not ſay ay 
to his Almighty Fingers: Seeing then theſe 
Promiſes are not fulfilled in all but. in the 
Elect only, I may ſafely afhrm that they re- 
ſpe not all but theElect only. Theſe things 
being ſo,itappears how & in what manner 
Chriſt's Death reſpe&ts men, even-more or 
| leſs,as the Promjſes of the Covenant found- 
ed, on his Blood do more or leſs reſpect 
them:As the general Promiſes extend to all 

| _ 
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men, fo the Death of Chriſt the Me- 
diator propertionably extends to them 
all.; 'and as the ſpecial Promiſes point 
only at the Ele&, fo the Death of Chriſt 
the Mediator hath a peculiar reſpe& to 
them. Chriſt by his Death (over and be- 
ſides the general Promiſes) founded thoſe 
ſpecial Promiſesfor the Ele& 3 hence they 
come to be The imcyſthine, ſons of@pro- 
oe Gal.4.28. begotten by it to ſpiritual 
life,” which others, ſtanding only under 
the general Promiſes, arenot. [All the ſa- 
ving Graces of the Elect ſuting to thoſe 
ſpecial Promiſes are no other than the 
fruits of Chriſt's Merits; they. are renew- 
ed'with the renewings of the holy Ghoſt, 
but that is ſhed on them through Jeſu Chriſtz 
they have the Law written in their hearts, 
but that 3s the Epiſtle of Chriſt 5 their filthy 
fleſh is cut off from their hearts, that they 
may love God who is a pure 'Spitit,; but 
this is the circumciſion of Chriſt, Col. 2.11. 
In a word, all the ſaving Graces of the E- 
le& are as fo many Legacies of the New- 
teſtament,and theNew-teſtament is found- 
edinhis Blood : Wherefore it is clear from 
the Covenant of Grace arid its ſpecial re- 
ſpe to the Eleft,that Chriſt died in a ſpe- 
clatand' peculiar manner for them, 


-' 
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3. from the 'Ifſue of Chriſt 
oy —_ to have a Secd, and this I 
demonſtrate three ways. | 

1. From the Preciouſheſs ofhis Blood; 

'2. From the Purpoſe ofhis Father,” * 

3. From the Promiſe of his Father, b 
.r. From the Preciouſheſs of -his Blood) 
That there ſhould be a Laver made of 
God's Blood, and never a Smner waſhed 
inte,. that Gach a vaſt ſum of precious” Me- 
rits ſhould be paid down, and never & 
Captive releaſed by it, is to me no 'lef$ 
than prodigious pm onus z every lirtle 
Grain in Nature doth confute it; if _ 
do but fall into the nd and die, 
bringeth forth much fruit, and ſhall Hoo 
Son of Gad bleed and die in his aſſumed 
Fleſh and be fruitleſs > God in his waky 
Providence gives to every little Seed his 
own body, and ſhall the peerleſs r—_ 
of Heaven fow his Blood. and Ri 
teouſnefs and have none at all? A 
of cold water given in Charity {hall in no 
wiſe loſe its reward, and ean'it be fo with 
the Blood of Chriſt poured out in a tran» 
ſcendent exceſs of Love, and glorified 1 1n- 
to an infinite Merit by his Deity ? __ 
Chriſt fed the multitude but with Barley 
loaves & fmall Fiſhes,nothing was loſt, Jad 
can 
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; all beloſt when,be makes a F eaſt of 
iritual Marrow and Fatneſs,, and gives 
his Fleſh to.be meat indeed and his Blood 
to be drink indeed? Oh! far be the 
thought from every Chriſtian 
_*2., From the Father's purpoſe, which 
(as the Scriptures hold forth) clearly was, 
that his Son ſhould be a King, a Captajn,a 
Shepherd, an Huſband, an Head and a Fa- 
ther: And what isa Kibg without Subjeds, 
a Captain without Souldiers, a Shepherd 
without a Flook, an - Huſband without a 
Spouſe, an Head without a Body, and a 
Father without Poſterity ? Empty Names 
are below him whoſe #ame is above every 
nawe, Wherefore this King muſt | have a 
Sion 4 mountain of halineſs to reign in,Pſal. 
2.6. this Captain a Militia, an army with 
banners to fight under hin, Cant. 6. 4. this 


Shepherd 4 s fock, to hear his voice and. fol- 
low him, Job.10.4. this Huſband- a ſpouſe, 
& Dueen in Gold of Ophir maried to him, 
P/al. 45. 9.. this Head 2. body to be anima- 
ted with his Spirit and Fed with hiy life, 
Col.1.18, and this Father a numerous if 
begotten. and brought forth into the Fl 
tual World to honour and ſerve. 
Heb.2.13... 

3- From the Father's Promile, "_ 
WAS 
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was in terminis, That wy 698 SO 4 ſeed, 
Tſai.53.10. a Seed begotten-by his Ay 
and by that Generation bearing his 

and in that Image ſerving of him ; and 4 
make it ſure, God engages by &, rh? 
-miſes to take away the ſton , to 
write the Law there, to put his holy Spi- 
rit into them, and ſo cha to raiſe up 


a ſeed to him 3 and for the continuance + 


this Seed ſucceſſively, 1D II fliabitur no- 
men ejus, bis name ſhall be ſonned or child- 

ed from generation to generation,Pſal.72.17. 
The ſpecial Promiſes ſhall be ever budding 
and bloſſoming and -bringing . forth wrY 
fruits of Grace; thus Chriſh ſball ſee of 
travel of his ſoul and be ſatisfied, Tſai. |; ” 
II. - as ook of Fa won Jo he 
. breaks out, Behold I and the Children -which 
God hath given me, Heb. 2. 13: Should he 
miſs but one of his Seed or Children, his 
Heart would nox.reſt or be ſatisfied, 3 for 
they are in a peculiar manner the cravel of 
his-Soul, 

But now if Chriſt died alike or equally 
for all,, what becomes of his precious 
Blood > How can the Purpoſe and Pro- 
miſe of God ſtand > Which way ſhall 
Chriſt have a Seed ? Shall his Secd be be- 

gotten out of Man's Will} No ſuch-Gene- 


tation 
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ration ever was there, Joh. 1.13. '7is #10t 
of him that willeth, Rem, 9. 16. Nothing 
:Tefs than the' holy Spirit, which form 
\'Chriſt in the Womb, can form him in the 
"Heart : but ſhall they be begotten by the 
"Holy Spirit > That Spirit doth nothing in 
the work of Regeneration but what Chriſt 
-merited tn his Paſſion 3 every .new Crea- 
*rure which is efficiently begotten by the 
"Spirit, was firſt meritoriouſly begotten by 
the Death-of Chriſt, or - elſe it would 
' nat bethe Seed of Chriſt, at leaſt not the * 
travel of his Soul, Now Chriſt did"not 
"travel or 'merit for - all men that they 
Thould be begotten afain by the holy 
"Ghoſt; for ther either all wonld be ſobe- 
-Zotten, which Experience denies, or elſe 
"the Merit and Travel of Chriſt muſt be 
-foſt, -which the preciouſneſs thereof ab- 
"horts: And if Chriſt did not merit it for 
-at!, then neither did he{ if he died alike 
_ *- for all?) merit it for any, and how then 
Il he haye a Seed ?. His Seed mult be 
'begottet! by 'the Spirit, and'the Spirit be- 
ets no new 'Creatures but” what. Chriſt 
merited,” and Chriftdying equally for all 
did nor merit ſuch a thing for any, becauſe 
not for all. Moreover; when God 'pro- 
miſed Chriſt a Seed, either the meaning "ial 
tat 


that Promiſe was, that ſome men ſhould 
become his Seed, or that all ſhould be ſo z 
if that ſome , then Chriſt died not 6 
qually forall; if that all, chen all muſt 
be by the Spirie, and renewed 
after Chriſt's Image, the Stone muſt be 
cut out of every heatr, and the Law writ- 
ren there for in theſe things is the very 
ſpirit and life of Regeneration : But! ſee» 
ing theſe things are not wrotght in all, it 
appears; that the promiſed Seed is not all, 
bur _—_; Sm Chriſt merited the 
very work of Regeneration. ES 
© 4. 1 argue from the Working of the 
holy Spirit. As the holy Spirit eterag 
rocedes from the Father and the Son mn 
is perſonal Subfiſtence, fo he goes forth 
in time from the Father and the Sorin his 
working in Men. Hence he is called he 
Spirit of the Father, and the Spirit of the 
S on, the Father ſends him, and the Son 
ſends him x and as the holy Spirit works 
in Men ftom the Father and the Son, ſohe 
works tm them more or leſs, as the Love of 
the Father and the Merits of the Son do 
more or leſ$ reſpet them. The Father 
doth in ſome fort love, and the Son did in 
ſome fore die for all men. Heneerhe holy 
Spirit hath forme workings it the _— 
ele, 
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ele&.. Within the Church: mayy. of them 


taſte the Powers of the World to. come 5 


nay, in the Pagao-wopld the: holy. Spirit 


drops ſome moral Vertues and;Beams..of 
JIight,from whence have iſſued many excel- 
lent Sayings, ſome of which the holy Spirit: 
hath ſo far owned;as to-quate them 4a his 
own Book: But the F ather doth-jn a.ſpe- 
cial manner loye, -and the. Son did. in 4 
ſpecial manner die for the, Ele&.. Hence 
proportionably. the: holy Spirit works in 
them after more glorious ſtrains of Power 
and Grace 3 asa$pirit of Grace and Sup- 
plication he melts them.into-Repentance 5, 
a5a $pirit of Faith. he makes them catch 
hold upon Chriſt, for Righteouſnels, and- 
Lifes as a Spirit of 'Wildom he.; unveils 
their hearts, and makes the Light to-ſhine 
out of Darkneſs 5;;as-- a Spirit of -Liberty 
he unſhackles and ugbinds.their-Wills,and 
makes them free indeed-in-the.:ways of 
God, and as a Spirit of--Truth and Holi- 


. ne he. leads them into Truth,. and by-in; 
ward Law-engravings moulds and changes 


them intq it. . Moreover, the holy Spurnt, 
after ſuch, glorious workiggs-,on, them, 
comes and -fTTIER them, and.that int» 
mately in the very ſecrets of their hearts, 
evo ow & trois, I. will indwel in them, 
_ ; ſaith, 
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Ver.6. he isnd les a Mediator for all;thair 
he was a Ranſom for all; Chriſt's Blaod 
ſhed on theCrols ſpake thus far for all men: 
that they might have their pardonon Goſ= 
pel-terms 3- and afterwards being carried: 
toHeaven it ſpeaks the very ſa ne langle 
tor them 3 for the voice or ſpeech of that 
Blood is its Merit, and that Merit 15 of 'art 
indeficient yirtue. Hence that Blood can» 
not. be ſpeechleſs, becauſe it cannot be 
meritleſsz and fo far on Earth as it merit- 
ed for all, ſofar in Heaven it ſpeaks and 
intercedes for.all. Moreover, as Chrilt's 
Blood ſpeaks the ſame things for them in. 
Heaven, as it did on Earth, ſo Chriſt's 
Will in Heaven: ſtands inthe ſame poſture 
towards them as it did on Earth z where- 
fore in a ſort he intercedes fot all. 

2. From the Patience of God which 
waits.on men, even ſuch asat laſt periſh. 


= EDIT —- 


If Chriſt did not ſtand with the Ineenſe 


of his {weet-ſmelling Merits between the 
living and the dead, between the reprieved 
Sinners, on. Earth and the damned Spirits 
in Hell,: the Patience of God would not 
_ one moment upon.them; 

.'From the working of God's Spirit ; 1 
PR Chriſt is our Paraclete or Advocate. it 
ware 1 Job.2,1.ſo:the holy Spirit is Gods 

X Par 4 
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clete or Advocate on earth, Joh.16.7. Sure» 
ly if the Advocate in Heaven ſpake no+ 
thing for the Non-le&, the Advocate on 
would ttot wooe them to ſalvationz 
if the Blood of Chriſt did not at all plead 
for them, the Spirit of Chriſt would give 
no touches at all upon them, much leſs 
fuch touches as to make them taſte the 
powers of the World to come. 
4. From the liberty of Prayer. Simor 
Magus(even whileſt in the gall of bitterneſs ) 
was commanded to pray, As 8. 22. but, 
what without a Medutor ? No ſurely,that 
finful man, who hath no Mediator in Heas 
ven, muſt not prefume to pray on Earth. 
Lee no reaſon why a man merely media- 
torleſs ſhould have more lieve. to pray 
than a Devil, who is therefore without 
hope becauſe without. a Mediator. Fhe 
Apoſtle commands men to pray every where, 
I 734.2.8. but alittle before he lays down 
this as the ground-work, there is one Me- 
diator between God and men, the man Chriſt 
Jeſus who gave himſelf « ranſomFfor all, Ver. 
5 and 6. The Mediation of Chriſt opens 
the door to Prayer. | 
Wherefore as to-this Objedion Tanfiper 
thus; Chriſt intercedes forall menin ſach- 
fort as hedied for them-4,L:ſfay in. ſuch ſort, 


for 
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for there is a vaſt difference between his 
general-Jrfterceſſion for all, and his ſpect- 
al [nterceſſion for the Ele& : For as Chriſt 
by his Blood ſhed on the Croſs merited 
for all in general that they might be ſaved 
on Goſpel-terms, and merited for the E- 
let in ſpecial that rhey ſhould believe 
and be ſaved ſo by theſame blood pre- 
ſented in Heaven he intercedes for all that 
they may be ſaved on Goſpel-terms, and 
intercedes for the Ele that they may be- 
lieve and be ſaved. And thus he is the 
complete Mediator of the Covenant 3 as 
the general Promiſes extend to all, ſo an- 
{werably he intercedes forall; and as the 
ſpecial Promiſes point only at the Elect, fo 
proportionably he intercedes for the Elect. 
Obje@. 4. If Chriſt died for all men, 
then he was a Surety for all and ſatisfied 
for the fins of all, and conſequently God 
hath a double Satisfaction; one 1a Chriſt 
the Surety, and another in the perſons of 
the Damned, which 1s againſt the nature 
of his Juſtice, - 
In this ment are two canſequens 
ces to be weighed. 
x, If Chriſt died for all, then he was a 
Surety for all & ſatisfied for the (ins of all, 
2. If Chriſt ſo ſatisfied for the fins of all, 
X 2 then 
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then God hath a double Satisfation,which 
15 againſt Juſtice. - 3: i 

As to the firſt conſequence I admit it as 
a very Truth, that Chriſt was a Surety. for 
all, and ſatisfied for the ſins of all ; . for if 
all did believe and repent, the fins of all 
ſhould be remitted, and remitted they 
could not be without a Surety, and a Sure- 
ty making Satisfaftion ; therefore ſuch a 
Surety was Chriſt for them all. 

As to the ſecond conſequence, If Chriſt 
ſatisfied for the ſins of all, then God hath 
a double Satisfation, and that is againſt 
Juſtice. I ſhall firſt premiſe ſome difſtinCti- 
ons and then anſwer, 

I. Iſhall premiſe three diſtinctions. 

xr. Either the firſt Satisfaction was made 
to the Creditor or Law-giver by the Deb- 
tor or Offender himſelf,or elſe it was made 
by a Surety 3 tfit was made by himſelf, Ju- 
{tice forbids a ſecond SatisfaCtion. 

2, The firſt Satisfattion being made by 
a Surety, was either made by a Surety of 
the Debtors or Offenders own procuring, 
or elſe by a Surety procuredidy the Cre- 
ditor or Law-giver ; if it was made bya 
Surety procured; by the Debtor or Offen- 
der himſelf, Juſtice forbids a ſecond Satis- 
fation ; for 'tss all one as if he had ſatisf- 
ed by himſcll 3. When 
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* 3. When a Surety provided by the- 

Creditor or Law-giver makes the firlt Sa- 
tisfation, either he makes Satisfaction in 
ſuch ſort, as that the Debtor or Offender 
ſhall be thereby immediately, zpſo fa@o, 
without any more adodiſcharged, or elſe 
he makes Satisfaftion in ſuch ſort, as that: 
the Debtor or Offender (hall be thereby 
diſcharged, but upon the performance of 
ſome Conditions and not otherwiſe ; if 
the Surety make Satisfaction in the former 
way, {till Juſtice forbids a ſecond Satisfa- 
Ction;3 butif he make SatisfaGtion in the 
latter way, then upon the final non-per- 
formance of thoſe Conditions ,- Juſtice 
may admit a ſecond Satisfaction. I will 
illuſtrate this by two inſtances: Suppoſe 
a man indebted to another in 1000. /. the 
Creditor procures his Son to lay down the 
mony in ſatisfaction of the Debt, but with- 
al it is agreed between them, that the Deb- 
tor ſhall be diſcharged from his Debt,if he 
aſſent to this payment and not otherwiſe z 
if then the Debtor diſſent, the Creditor 
may juſtly demand of him a ſecond Satis- 
faction. Again 3 ſuppoſe multitudes of 
attainted Traitors be ihut up in Priſon, 
and the King procures his Son to ſuffer pu- 
niſhment in their ſtead, but withal the 
X 3 King 
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King and his Son proclame it as a Law,that 
none of the Traitors ſhall be thereby ab- 
| ſolved, unleſs ſuch as honour and do Ho- 
mage unto them z 3f any Traitor refuſe to 
do it, the King may juſtly exa& a ſecond 
Satisfaction : and the reafon of both is. 
rhis, becauſe the Debtor or Traitor not 
performing theConditions can have no be- 
nefit by the fir(t Satisfaftion,and therefore 
muſt be ſubjeCt to a ſecond, as if there had 
been no firſt at all. 

2. Theſe diſtinctions premiſed; I an- 
ſwer, Mens Sins are Debts and Rebellions, 
and ſatisfation for them is due to God as 
the great Creditor and Law-giver ; but 
this Satisfaction was not made by men 
themſelves, but by.Jeſus Chriſt as their 
Surety, and this Surety was not procured 
by men, but proyided by God himſelf; 
and being provided by God, he did not 
pay down his fatisfaftory Blood in ſuch 
ſort, as that men ſhould he thereby imme- 
. diately, ip/o faFo, abſolved from their 
Debts and Rebellions, but in ſuch fort, as 
that men may he acquitted from thei 
Debts and Rebellions if they repent and 
believe : wherefore jf they do neither, 
they can have no benefit by Chriſt's Satis- 
faction, and by conſequence a ſecond: Sa- 

| tisfaction 


them. 

Now for the more diſtin@& clearing of 
this momentous Objettion I ſhall propoſe 
Four things. 
© I. God out of mere Grace procured 

Chriſt to be a Surety for men ; and there- 
fore it was in his power to preſcribe the 

Conditions,upon the performance or non- 
 performalWe whereof men ſhould have or 
not have benefit by Chriſt's Satisfation. 

2. According to this power, God hath 
plainly ſet down the Conditions in the 
Goſpel, viz. He that believes ſhall be ſaved, 
and he that believes not ſhall be condemned. 

3. Theſe Conditions being thus ſet 
down by God himſelf,no man falling ſhort 
of them, can have benefit by Chrilt's Sa- 
tisfaction : If men will not receive the a- 
tonement, Rom.5. 11. how can «they be at 
peace? If they will not receive remiſſion 
of ſpns, AFs 10. 43. how can they be par- 

oned ? We are all in a worſe Dungeon 
than Jeremy's, and if we will nor put the 
cords of Grace under our Arms, we can- 
not get out z we are all ſervants of Sin, 
and if we ſay to it, We love thee, and will 
not go out free, we muſt be bored for e- 
ternal Slaves. Chriſt hath opened the 
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tifation may be juſtly exated from” 
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ſoul, Heb. 10. 39. not that Fait 
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F onntain of his Blood, but we muſt waſh 
in it, Zach. 13.1. Chriſt hath madea pur- 


-cþaſe of Souls, /but we muſt believe <5 


©& ;Tolyow Wu Xs to the pareheſing of the 

th is part of 
the Purchaſe-money,but that it is the Con- 
dition of the Gaſpel, without which the 
glorious Purchaſe of Chriſt profits not 3 1f 
men live and die in Unbelief, # ©: &no- 
Agime(a1 Sveic, there remaineth ngfyore ſacri- 


fice for ther, Heb.10.26. Indeed Chriſt of- 


fered a Sacrifice 'for them, but ve tr, the 
benefit of that Sacrifice doth no more re- 
main unto them ; upon their final Unbe- 
lief they have no more benefit by it than 
if there had been none at all for them : In 
which ſence I underſtand that of the Fa: 
ther, $7 non credis, non tibi deſcendit, nou 
tibi paſſys eft Chriſtus, 

- 4+ If final Unbelievers can have no be- 
nefit by Chriſt's Satisfation,then-God may 


juſtly require a ſecand Satisfaftjon of 
them, becauſe they cannat plead the firſt ; 


and ſq 'tis in Law as tq them as if there 
had been ng firſt at all. $hi-7e; had a par: 
don from Solomoy, but paſling over Kidron 


Joſt itz and therefore (notwithſtandin 


theſame) was juſtly put to death far his 


pffence : Jeſys Chriſt as a Surety made Sa- 


tisfaction 


tisfaftion far men, but they through their 
final Unbelief loſe the benefit of itz and 
therefore (notwithſtanding the ſame)God 
may .juſtly require a ſecond Satisfaction 
from them. If $himez had pleaded his 
pardon, Solomon would have told. him, 
that's nothing to thee ever ſince thoudidft 
paſs over K7dron;and if Unbelieversſhould 
plead Chriſt's Satisfaftion, God would;rell 
them, -that's nothing to you, ſeeing you 
have lived and died in Unbelief, 

. Obje&. 5. Millions of men.in the World 
reject Chriſt,and drop into Hell, and God 
eternally foreſaw that it would be fo ; if 
then Tn died for theſe, there ſeems to 
be a blot upon the divineWiſdom.a failure 
in his efficacious Will, and a loſs in the 
precious Purchaſe made by Chriſt. 

I anſwer ; 'Tis true that God eternally 
foreſaw thoſe Rejecers of Chriſt, and that 
Chriſt in time died for them, nevertheleſs 
there is no blot hereby caſt on the divine 
Wiſdom ; 'tis no An to the 
All-wiſe God to beſtow Means of Eternal 
Bliſs on ſuch as he eternally foreſaw would 
abuſe the ſame to their own deſtruQion-: 
Oh! what rare Perfections did he ſet up 
in the Angels, and yet he eternally fore- 
ſaw a great part of them apoſtatizing and 


dropping : 
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dropping to Hell 5; What an excdllevt T- 
mage of Holineſs did he ſtamp upon! 4- 
dem e and yet he eternally foreſaw him 
falling, and breaking all his Glory by the 
the Fall ; what waitings of Patience, woo- 
ings of the Goſpel and tonches of the holy 
Spirit doth he diſpenſe to ſuch men as he 
eternally foreſaw would abuſe all theſe ? 
and yet in all this God's Wiſdom fuffers 
not. The very ſamel may fay of Chriſt's 
dying for ſuch as abuſe this great bleſling 3 
neither is there here any failing in the eff 
caciouns Will of Gad, for he wills that the 
Elect ſhall believe and be ſaved, and he 
wills that the reſt ſhall be faved if they 
believe, and both theſe Wills are accom-+ 
pliſhed , the firſt inthe Event of. Faith and 
Salvation, and the latter in the Connexi- 
on between Faith and Salvation, even as 
to all men. - God may be ſaid to will the 
Salvation of men through Chriſt's Death 
two ways; either becauſe he wills that 

Chriſt's Death ſhould þea Price infallibl 
open their Faith and Salvation.or elſe 
uſe he wills that there ſhould be in 
Chriſt's Death an aptnefs and ſufficiency 
to fave them on Goſpel-terms : the former 
Will points only at the Ele, and is ful- 
filled in their Grace and Glory z the 
| latter 
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latter extends to all men, and is fulfilled 
in the aptheſs and ſufficiency of Chriſt's 
Death to fave themon Goſpe-terms 3 in 
both God's Wilt hath its . Neither 
laſtly is there any loſs in Chriſt's purchaſe, 
for what did he purchaſe 2 As for 'the E- 
le&, he purchated Faith and- Salvation, 
and as for the reſt, he purchaſed Salvation 
on Goſpel-terms, in both he bath whae 
he paid for; forthe Elec believe and are 
faved, and the reſt may be ſaved if they 
believe : therefore when: men by their 
Unbelief barr themſelves of the benefit of 
Chriſt's Death, and make him in that re- 
ſpe cry out, I have labonred in vain, yet 
he adds, ſurely my judgment is with the 
Lord, Iſai. 49.4 as if he had ſaid, For all 
this nevera dropof my Blood is irratio- 
nally ſhed, for God (with whom my judg- 
ment is) knows, that I purchaſed Salvati-. 
on for them on Goſpel-terms, although 
they by their Unbelicfdeprive themſelves 
of the benefit of the Purchaſe. If final 
Unbelievers ſhould be faved, Chriſt ſhould 
have more than his Purchaſe, bur if th 
are not ſaved, he hath no leſs; for he pur- 
chaſed Salvation for them on Goſpel-terms 
which they do not perform through their 
own voluntary Unbelief. 


ObjeF. 6. 
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| ObjeB. 6, If Chriſt died for all men, 
then he loves all. with the. greateſt de- 
eeof Loves for greater love hath no man 
than this that a mar lay down his life for his 
friends, Joh.15.13. and this muſt needs be 
the greateſt degree of love, becauſe it 
draws all other things after it 5 if God gave 
his own Son for ns, how ſhall he not with 
him freely give us all things, Rom. 8. 32 2 
But Chriſt doth not love all with the great- 
eſt degree of love, neither doth God ie 
all things to them 3 therefore Chriſt did 
not dic for all. 
. I confeſs that Chriſt doth nat love all 
men with the greateſt degree of love, nei- 
ther dothGod beſtow all bleſſings on them: 
wherefore we mult examine theſe places 
from whence theſe Inferences are made. 
As for the firſt place, greater love hath no 
. wan than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends, 1t doth import one of theſe 
two things; either it doth import, thar 
he that dieth for his friends hath the great- 
eſt degree -or height of internal love to- 
wards them, or elſe it imports, that a mans 
death for his friends is the greateſt exter- 
nal effect and proof of his loye: the firſt 
cannot be the meaning of the place z for 
, If it be the greateſt and moſt intenſe. de- 
6 gree 
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gree of love to die for our friends, what is 
it to die for our enemies as Chriſt did ? If 
it be the height and tog.of. love ta lay 
down our lives, how can that be done 
' without any loveat all as the Apoſtle fup- 
poſeth, 1 Cor. 13. 3 The Apoſtle com- 

* mandsus to lay down onr lives for the .bre- 
thren, 1 Joh.3:16. but when a man dothit, 
heis not to have the ſame degree of love 
towardsall the Brethren ; for he is tolove 
thoſe moſt in whom there is moſt of Gad, 
and to whom he is neareſt in Nature. Je 
ſus Chriſblaid down his life for all the E- 
let, yet without doubt his love was grea- 
ter to his Apoſtles than to-ordinary Chri- 
ſtians; nay, and among the Apoſtles,there 
was one dearly beloyed, one who lay i#* 
his boſom, Joh. 13. 23. Wherefore the 
meaning of the words is not, that he that 
dicth for his friends hath the greateſt de- , 
gree or height of internal love towards | 
them, but that ſuch a death is the. great- 
eſt effe& and proof of his love, Chriſt in 
the 12, Verſe exhorted his Diſciples to 
love one another, and in this 13. Verſe 
he ſhews what 15 the greateſt outward, evi- 
dence of love, viz. to die for our friends. 
Now albeit Chriſt died for all men, and 

that Death was agreat and high proof of 
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over and beltdes his common Philanthro- 
to all, may Bear a ſpecial affeftion to 
the Ele& ; the Univerſality of his Death 
infers not a Parity in his Love. If Facob 
Had died for all hrs Sons, yet he might have 
loved Joſeph and Benjamin above the reſt, 
and left them fome ſpecial Legacies : If 
Chrift died for all men, yet he may and 
doth love his Ele& above others,and leave 
fome ſecret Love-tokens upon their hearts. 
As for the ſecond place, If God delivered 
#p his Sox for #s, how ſhall he noÞ:with hins 
grove us «ll things, Rom.8.32. the Key 

to unlock this Textis the word{ Vs; ] Who 
arethe Us in the Text > Who but the Ele&F 
4 God # Ver. 33. who according to Ele- 
ton are effettually caled, Ver. 28. and 
up thetr 'Callings are juſtified and 
glorified, Ver, 30? Theſe are the Us in the 


"Text 3 wherefore the plain meaning of it 


1s, not that if God gave his Son for all 
men, he would give them all things, but 
tharif God gave bus Son for theElect, he 
would gtve them all things,viz. — 
— to'Salvatton ; the Text $ 
nottoall men. But you'l ſay, though the 
Text extend not to all men, yet the Ar- 
gument- doth ; for if the Argument be 
| good, 
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good, that if God gave his Son for the E-. 
te&, he would give them all things; then 
the . nt 1s as good, that if God 
gave hisSon for all men, he. would. give 
them all things. ITanfwer, that if God's 
Intention and Lovein giving bis Son for 
all were one and the towards all, 
the conſequence were undeniable 3 bue 
ſeing God in giving his Son, had towartls 
the a ſpecial Love and Intention to 
beſtow Grace and Glory on them, and to- 
wards the reft but a common Phiſaothro» 
PY and Ordination that they might be 
ved on Goſpeltcrms, hence it 1s clear, 
that albeit ay giving of all things to. the 
Elec may-be inferred from his giving his 
Son-for them, yet the-giving of all things 
toall men cannot be mferred from his giv- 
his Son for them all; becauſe: 18 thae 
| i ame nia che fare Love and Tn- 
remion' towards: all : Wherefore I con- 
clude that Chriſt died for all, and'yetnet. 
therare all loved with the greareft degree 
of love, ron all bleflings conferred 
upon 
preg - TfChriſt would not rey for 
all: men, be died not for t'> bur 
Chriſt would not pray for all, for he Roy 
I pray for them; I pray not for the world,Joh. | 
IF: Anſw, 
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_ Anſw. This Argument muſt be formed 
 oneof theſe two wayszeither thus, If Chriſt 
prayed not at all -for the Non-ele&, then 
he did not at all die for them.z but he 
prayed not at all for them, Ergo, he died 
not for them. Now here I muſtdeny the 
Minor; for even upon the Croſs he prayed 
for his Crucifiers, Father forgive them, Luk, 
23.34. not that he would have them for- 
given though final Impenitents and Unbe- 
levers, for that would have been againſt 
his Father's purpoſe and his own purchale, 
but that he would have them forgiven af 
they did believe 'and repent, which' was 
congruous to both. But ſuppoſe | there 
had been no vacal Prayer of Chriſt for 
them, yet ſurely there was a mental one; 
for he could not but defire of God to have 
all the fruits of his Paſſion, amongſt which 
one was, thatall men might be. ſaved on 
Goſpel-terms 3 that grand Goſpel-axiom 
[ wtſoever believes ſhall be ſaved} was no 
oubr one of his deſires, for it coſt his pre- 
cious Blood; wherefore the Non-ele&t were 
not totally excluded from his Prayers: Qr. 
elſe the Argument muſt befarmed thus If 
Chriſt prayed nat for the non-clet in that 
famous Prayer, Joh. 17. then be did not die 
for them; but h2 prayed nat for Ges 
have "hav 
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faith he, 2 Cor.6. 16. there are two { i” 4 
to denote an/intimate inhabitation,, as | 


God could never be near enough to them: 
As in Chriſt: Perſonal, who. is the Head, 


«there isGod in the fleſh by an hypo }atical 


Union-3 fo in Chriſt Myſtigal,. es is 
the Body, there is God in the Fleſh by a 
gracious lohabiration 3 and to \bew that 
he is there, he cries 4bba Father in. their. 
Devotions; he is a Spirit of Lovein their 
charities, a Spirit of Power in their infir- 
mities, a Spirit of Comfort in their diſs 
treſles, and a Spirit of Glory in, their ſyf- 
ferings. Seeing then the holy Spirit(who 
works jn.men more or leſs. according to 
the Fathers Loye and Sons, Merits) works 
in ſuch a ſpecial way In the Eled, 'tis as 
clear as if it were written with a Sun- 
beam, that the Father loves them and the 
Son died for them in a ſpecial way. Hence 
we find theſe three folded and wrapt up 
together by the Apoſtle, Ele according 
to the foreknowledge of the Father, through 


Janification of the Spirit, and ſprinkling 


of the blood of Jeſs Chriſt, 1 Pet.1.2. And 
again, The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the lepe of God, and the communion of the 
holy Ghoſt be with you all, 2 Cor. 13.14, i 
the Father's Love and the Son's Blood ha 
Z teſheR- 
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reſpeted all men as much as the EleR, 
doubtleſs the holy Spirit (who in Subfiſt- 
ence procedes and in Operations works 
from them both) would have converted 
all as well as the Ele; why then arenot” 
all men actually converted? Is it becauſe 
the holy Spirit works not equally in all, 
or becauſe the holy Spirit is refiſted in 
ſome? Isit becauſe the holy Spirit works 
not _ in all? I anfwer, That the Spi- 
rit isſent forth from the Father and the 
Son, and works exatly according as it is 
ſent ; the inward impulſive Cauſe of pour- 
ing out the Spirit is the Father's Love, and 
the outward meritorious cauſe of it is the 
Son's Blood : Wherefore if the Father e- 
qually loveall, and the Son equally died 
or all, the Spirit works equally in all ; 
forthere can be no breach in the ſacred 
Frinity, Or is it becauſe the Spirit 1s 
tefiſlted in ſome? Tanſwer ; Their refiſt- 
ance 18 a grand Obſtacle to the work, but 
if the Spirit did roll away the Stone, and 
new-mould the Heart, and work the W1ll 
in all;as he doth 1n the Elec, thatObftacle 
would at laſt be removed out of the way. 
5. T argue from the Bleſlings purchaſed. 
Chriſt's Death is more or leſs reſpeCtive of 
men, asft is more or leſs procurative of 
Blcſtings 
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Bleflings for them : Chriſt purchaſed a Sat * 
vability for all, but over and: befides-y& 
purchaſed many choice Bleflings for 43UF 
le&, he purchaſed Repentance far thems 
for he is a prince and a'\ fauronr to give re* 
pentance to Tirael, As 5.31. He purchaled 
a room for Repentarice even for. all mea 3 
but he purchaſed Repentance it 'felf farhis 
choſen lſrae] 3 he purchaſed- Faith for 
them, Unto you it is given for. Chriſt ſake 
to believe in him,PhM. 1.29. For others he 
purchaſed a ground-work for Faith, but 
for them he purchaſed the very Grace'of 
Faith 3 he purchaſed effectual Vocatian 
for them : others have a Call by the Goſ 
pel, but theſe have a Call by the Gaſlptl 
coming iz power, and in the holy Ghait,and 
in mich aſſkrance;z he purchaſed Holineſs 
and Sandtification for them. Indeed there 
is no man living on the Earth; but (it he 
did reilly believe) he ſhould have the ri- 
vers of living water, the Spirit of holineſs 
flowing in his heart, Joh. 7. 38. but the E- 
let' were deſtined and choſew in Chriſt to 
be holy, Eph.1.4. and Chriſt ſanftifed him- 
ſelf tn a ſpecial manner for them, that they 
michtbe ſanFified 2% adubeiyin truth,attual- 
ly & truly,Joh.17.19.Laſtly, he purchaſed 
Heaven and Glory tor them 3/ others may 
T4 have 
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have Heaven upon believing, but theſe 
ſhall certainly arrive at it, theſe are the 
- ſheep, to which Chriſt gives eternal life, Job. 

Fo. 28. theſe are the ſors, which without 
fail ſhall be brought to Glory, Heb.2.10. Now 
ſeeing Chriſt purchaſed ſo many Bleſſings 
for the Ele&, 'tis evident he died for them 
in a ſpecial way. 

6.I argue from the Interceſſion of Chriſt. 
Chriſt intercedes for men more or leſs pro- 
portionably as he more or leſs reſpeted 
them in his Death, for his Death is the 
foundation of his Interceſſion 3 the very 
ſame Blood of Chriſt, which as ſhed on 
Earth made Satisfaction, as preſented in 
Heaven makes Interceſhon. Now how 
far doth Chriſt intercede 1n Heaven?What * 
doth his Blood ſpeak there? For all men 
it ſpeaks thus, Father, let them all be fav- 
ed on Goſpel-terms ; but for the Elect it 
ſpeaks thus, Father, let them have Repen- 
tance ; this the Apoftle- hints out, Him” 
hath God exalted with hjs right hand to be a 
prince & a ſaviour to give repentance to Tſra- 
el, AFs 5.38. Iſracls Repentance on Earth 
comes from Chriſt exalted -in Heaven 5 for 
where he mtercedes for it by hrs Merits, 
and from thence he works it by hisSpirit. 
Again it ſpeaks for them thus, F _— tet 

= tnem 
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them be made a willing people; this I ga- 
ther from the 110. Pſalm, where we 
find Chriſt ſtting at the right hand of God, 
Ver. 1. and fitting there he intercedes for ,* 
us, and from this Seilion and Intexceſſion 
comes forth a willing people, Ver. 3. Here's 
the true original of ſpiritual willingneſs ; 
the right Hand of God ( which is a right 
Hand of Power) works it in our Hearts, 
and works it at the inſtance of Chrilt, who 
fits and intercedes there for it. Again, it 
ſpeaks for them thus, Father, ſanctihe them 
with thy Grace, preſerve them with thy 
Power, and crown them with thy Glory 
in Heaven. Thus Chriſt in his ſweet Pray- 
era little before his bitter Paſhon, inter- 
ceded for them for their SanCtification , 
SanGifie them through thy truth,Joh.17.17. 
for their Perſeverance, Keep them through 
thine own name,Ver.1 1. and for their Glo- 
ry, I will that they be with me where I am to 
behold my glory,Ver.24. And what heſpake 
for them by his oral Interceſſion on Earth, 
that he ſpeaksfor them by his real Intercel(- 
ſion in Heaven. Thus Chriſt doth in a 
ſpecial manner intercede for the Elect, 
which proves that he died for them in a 
ſpecial manner 3 becauſe his Interceſlion is 
but the preſenting of the Merits of his 
& 3 Death 
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Death to his Father in Heayeti, 
* 9, I argue from the Event following up- 
of Chriſt's Death 3 ſome men do believe, 
,vhen others draw back and, whence comes 
this diltiqguiſhing Faith ? either it comes 
merely of Man's Free-will; or of God's 
tree Grace; it we ſay the firſt, *tis the 
very mire and dirt -of Pelagianiſm, 'tis to 
ſet up Free-will as an [dolto calt lots upon 
Chriſt s Blood, whether any-one perſon in 
the World| ſhall be ſaved thereby or not : 
If we fay the latter, their God and Chriſt 
had a ſpecial eye upon ſome above others; 
for God ordained, that Chriſt ſhould be 
the grand HMediuin to Salvation; and that 
Faith ſhould:be'the only way to Chriſt: If 
then be gave Chrilt for all; and F aith but 
to ſome;: It 1s becauſe he did ina ſpecial 
way intend their Salvation, and apnſc- 
quently Chriſt (who:came-to do his Fa+ 
thers 'W1Jl) had in his Death a ſpecial res 
ſ} pect to them, 

8. Iargue from the ſpecial Expreſiions 
in Scripture : As the Death of Chriſt ts ſet 
out there in words of univerſality, ſo it is 
ſet out there in wordsof ſpecial peculiarity; 
Chrift' died for the elef, Rom. 833,34. died 
for the children of God ſcattered abroad , 
© d [. 52: gude hint fe for the Chureh, 

Eph, 
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Eph. 5.25. gave himſelf for 4 peculiar peo- 
ple,Tit.2.14. 12id down his life for the ſheep, 
Joh.1o. 15. ſanFified himſelf for the given 
ones,Joh.17.9. and-19. purchaſed the church 
with his own blood, AFs 20. 28. redeemed «a 
people from among men, Rev.14.4..is a Jeſus 
to his own people, Matth. 1.21. and « ſaviour 
to his own body, Eph, 5.23. Andis thereno 
Emphaſis of Loye Are there no ftrains of 
free Grace? Is there no import of fingu- 
lar reſpe&@ and affetionin all theſe Expreſ- 
fions? We cannot ſay ſo without diſpirit- 
ing the Scripture : Experienceit ſelf tells 
us,that all are not Chriſt's Ele&, Children, 
Church, peculiar People,Sheep,givenOnes, 
Body,6 redeemed Ones from among menz 
wherefore when the Scripture ſaith that he 
died for theſe, it imports that he died for 
them in/a peculiar manner. But you'l ſay, 
Theſe Scriptures ſpeak rather of the Ap- 
plication of Chriſt's Death, than the Im- 
petration'3 and though the Impetration be 
equally for all,yet theApplication isproper 
to Believers only. I anſwer,that if thoſe 
Phraſes, of dying for the ele@ or children of 
God, giving himſelf for a church or peculiar 
People,leying down his life for his ſheep,pur- 
chaſing the Church with his blood, and ſan- 
Fifying himſelf for the gives ones, do nox 

L 4 import , 
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import Impetration, . know not what can 
 Iryport it. , Yon will reply, that:theſe Ex- 
reſſions import.not Impetration as it is 
LE and naked]y ju it, ſelf, butas it hath 
Application following upon it; and this 
is the Emphaſis of them : But if theſe Ex- 
preſſons import Impetration with. Apph- 
cation following upan, it ,, whether doth 
that Application tollgyy upon Impetration 
as a fruit thereof or not ; if fo; then Chriſt 
merited that Application for. the Elect, 
and conſequently died in a ſpecial manner 
for them if not,then there is no Emphalis 
of ſpecial Loye &Grace in all thoſe expreſ- 
ſions of his dying,giving himſelf, ſar Gifying 
bimſelf and laying down his life tor them:for 
there-was no Merit in all this to procure 
the Application of his Death unto them. 
But Jet-us further enquire, what theſe E- 
le& Children, Church, peculiar People, 
Sheep, given ones and redeemed ones from 
among men were before or without the 
Purchaſe made by Chriſt ; were theſe E- 
Ic called and -uſlified without Chriſt or 
not ? If. ſo, why did hedie for them? If 
not,then he died for them that they right 
be ſo called and juſtified, Were theſe chil- 
dren meritoriouſlly begotten by Chrilt's 
Blood or not ? Iflo, then that Blood. did 


more 
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more for them than for $ifnot;then; 
they were not the Seed of Chriſt, Was that 
Church an aQtual Church before or with- 
out Chriſt's purchaſe? or was it a Church 
m his Intention? If an actual Church, 
what need he purchaſc it? If a Churchin 
intention, then the ſpecial deſign of his 
Death was to make it an: aftual Church. 
Was that peculiar People ſuch without 
the Merit of Chriſt's Death or not ? If fo, 
why did he give himſelffor it ? If not,then 
he gave himlelf for it that it might be ſuch, 
Were thoſe Sheep brought intoChriſts fold 
without his Death or not?If ſo,why did he 
lay down his life for them ? It not, he laid 
it down to bring them thither. Were thoſe 
given Ones attually ſanified without. the 
virtue of Chriſts Sacrifice or nat?If ſo,then 
why did heſanQifie himſelf for them ? If 
nat, .then he ſanfified himſelf for them', 
thatthey might be ſanctified. Were thoſe 
redeemed from among men redeemed. by 
Chriſt or not?If ſo,then he redeemed them 
ina ſpecial manner; if not; then they are 
the redeemed ones of their own Free-will. 
But let the Texts themſelves breath forth 
their own native ſtrains of Love andGracez 
heſodied for the Elet as to effeFnally call 
ar d aFnally juſtifie them, Rem. 8.30,33, he 
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died for his Children as to gather there 
#oget her into one, one Faith on Earth and 
one fruition in Heaven, Joh. x1. 52. he fo 
gave himſelf for the Church, as to make it 
« glorious Charch without ſpot or wrinkle, 
Eph. 5. 25, 27. he ſo gave himſelf for his 
People as to make them bis peculiar ones, 
T7#.2.14. he ſo laid down: his life for his 
Sheep as to bring them into his fold, and 
make them hear his voice, Joh.10.15,16. he 
{o ſanftified himſelf for the given ones as 
to ſanFifie them through the truth, Joh. 17. 
19. he ſo redeemed his choſen Ones from 
among men as to wake them firſt fruits to 
God and the Lamb, Rev. 14.4. In all theſe 
ſpecial Scriptures,it evidently appears that 
Ebriſt in his 'Death, had a ſpecial reſpe& 
to his Elect.” WhereforeT will ſhut up all 

with'that of ati Ancient, Et- 


4mbr, Li. 6.1uc, : id cope Brnca 4 hs 
= *: ſt Chriſt pro 074nibus morty 


 eft, pro nobis taxten ſpeci- 
aliter paſſus eſt, quia pro Eccleſia paſſus eſt. 
CHAP. 1X. 


Of the Work of Conwerſeon. 


1 Aving palled over Redemption , I 
come to Converſion 3 there we had 
Chriſt formed in the Womb, here we have 
| him 


*\ 
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' hifn formed in the Hearyis there we had 
Chriſt eoming in.the.Fleſh-and working 
miracles on mers Bodltes,'here we have 
him coming in the Spirit and working mi- 

racles'in mens Souls z there we had Chriſt 
' pouring forth his Blood and reconciling us 
to God's huſtice, here we have hith pour! 
forth his 8pirit and reconciling us to. God's 
Holineſs. Now in my diſcourſe towiehing 
Converſion;I (hall reduce all to-3. Queries. 

1. What is Mans ſtate beforeConverſion? 

2. What isthe Nature ofthe Work? 

3, Whois the Worker thereof? 

In the firſt we ſhall meet with: the ex- . 
treme Neceſlity of the work; in the ſecond 
with the intridſcesl Excellency thereof;and 
in the third with the Power and Grace of 
the great Agent. 

I. What is Man's State before Conver- 
fion? I mean Man fallen, for Man ſtand- 
ing needed rio Converſion ; and thisI ſhall 
conlider two ways. 

i. What itis1n general 1 in relation to 
the whole Man ? 

2. What it is in particular in relation 
to the ſeveral parts of Man? 

1.: What it isin general? and this [hal 
4 in two things. 

'Tis'a. State 'of Eſtrabgement from 
God. , 2, Tis 
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+». 2. 'Tis aStatg&of Enmity againſt God. 
..'T. *Tis a State: of Eſtrangement from 
| God ; a natural Manis eſtranged from the 
*worb, Pſal. 58.3.without God in the world, 
Eph.2.12. Ged is all round about him in 
the witneſſing Creatures, and yet» he 1s 
without God in theWorld:Gad isin kim in 
the Lamp of Conſcience, & yet he igwith- 
ont God in his Heart, for there he ſaith, 
There is no God, Pſal. 14. 1. Which way 
ſoever God comes forth to meet him, whe- 


. _ ther from Mount $iz4; in the fiery Law, 
or from Mount $70 in Goſpel-charms of 


free Grace, ſtill he flies away from God's 
preſence ;z and. if God wit after him, 
he'l fay to God in plain Terms, Depart 
From me, J0b.21:14. and if any reliques 
of light will not depart, -but ſtay behind 


in his heart, he ſhuts themiup in the priſon cl 


wunrighteouſneſs, Rom. 1.18, His Ubi iswit 
Cain in Nod the Land of wandring and de- 
migration, and with the Prodigal in a far 
Country,where he is far off from God,Pſal. 
73-27.and God far off from him, Prov. 15. 
29.& ifeyer he be ſaved, he muſt be brought 
from far, Tſai. 43. 6.. Now upon a diſtin& 
View this. 1s a deplorable Condition for 
1. A natural Man -being | eſtranged 
from God the Fountain of Life , muſt 
"9H needs 
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needs be a dead Man, dead in ſins and 
treſpaſſes, Eph.2.1. becauſe alienated from 
the Life of God 5. he is not only as the 
man in the Goſpel, half dead, Luk. 10. 30, 
(who is there ſet forth not as a figure of 
Original Corruption, but as an Obje& of 
Charity, as is very evident by the ſcope 
of the Parable, which is uſhered in with 
that Queſtion, And who is my neighbour, 
Ver.29.? and at Jaſt cloſed up with the 
like, Which of the three was neighbour to 
him Ver. 36#,) but he is altogether dead 
in Spirituals z there are no true vital Spt- 
rits of Faith in him, notrue motions of O- 
bedience, no pulſe of heavenly AﬀeCtions, 
no breath of Spiritual Prayer, no taſte of 
the Goſpel-wine and Marrow, no feeling 
of all that maſſy Sin and Wrath which hes 
upan him; all his Life is a Death-wander- 
ing, all his reſt is in the: Congregation of ” 
the dead, :Prov..21. 16. Give him all the 
Statures of natural Excellencies, ftrew him 
over with the flowers of ſweeteſt Moralt- 
ty, and ſpangle him. with the Notions of 
ſublime Theology, yet (till he is but a dead 
man, his Soul a dead Soul, his Faith a dead 
Faith, his Works dead works, and his 
Hopes and Comfors. but as the giving up 
of the Ghoſt, . But you'l ſay, Cu Man 
| | aliving 
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aliving Creature? Hath he not a Reaſort 
and reliques of Light in it > Hath he not 
2 free Wal and Seeds of Moral Vertue in 
it? And why then do you call him dead ? 
I anſwer; Man is aliving Creiture, alive 
in Naturals, but dead 1n Spirituals z he 
hath a Reaſon, but, becauſe there is 20 
light of life in it, 'tis but a dead Reaſon 3 
his reliques of Light argue no more Spiri- 
tual Lifcin him, than knowledge doth in 
Devils; he hatha free Will, but for want 
of the freedom indeed, 'tis only free among 
the dead, 'T mean, to this or that carnal or 
natural Work, and not to the Will of God; 
. he hath ſome Seeds of Moral Vertue in 
him, but alas! theſe are of too low an 
Extraction to be any Particles of ſpiritual 
Life. Mere Moral Vertues are by God's 
bleſſing on humane Induftry "ſtruck as 
ſparks out of nataral Principles , but 
Spiritual Life is a Fire dropt' down'from 
Heaven into the Heart 3 mere Mbfal Ver- 
. tues deſcending but from natural Princi- 
les never aſcend up to God as their end, 
but Spiritual Life as it is originally born of 
God, ſo it is ultimately terminated intchim. 
Wherefore a man may be naturally, nay 
morally alive, and yet be ſpiritually dead. 
2. Anatural Man being cſtranged from 
. God; 
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God, whois an infinite Sptrit, mult needs 
be Fleſh': Thus God calls the Men of the 
old World fleſh, Ger.6.3. thus our Saviour 
ſets out Regeneration by its oppoſite, That 
which is born of the fleſh is fleſh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit is ſpirit, Joh. 3.6. 
As theBody ſeparate from the Soul is Fleth, 
ſuch as moulders into Duſt, and putrifies 
into Worms 3 ſo the Soul ſeparate from 
God isFleſh too, ſuch as turns into the 
Duſt of earthly things, and rots in thoſe 
Luſts which breed the never-dying Worm 
in-Hell; neither is this Fleſh only 1n the 
lower Rooms of the Soul, but inthe up- 
moſt Faculties of Reaſon and Will. In the 
Reaſon there is the cankred fleſh of Errors 
and Herefies, and in the Will there 1s the 
dead fleſh of Impotency, and the proud fleſb 
of Obſtinacy againſt the Will of God. 
Hence the Apoſtle tells us of a vss ozgiees, 
4 mind of os Col. 2.718.and of Ir\nyuolſe 
ones, wills of fleſh, Eph. 2.3. And theres 
forethe true Circumciſion 1s iz: the heart 
and in the ſpirit, Rom. 2.29. evenin the 
higheſt Faculties and Powers of the Soul. ' 

3. A natural Man being eſtranged front 
God, who is the Beauty of Holineſs, muſt 
needs be very impure; he is filthy or ſtixk- 
ing, Pſal.14.3. an unclean thing, Job T4. 4+ 

| e 
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| he lies polluted in his blood, with a Le- 
- proſie in his head,and a Plague in his heart; 
clothed in filthy rags of Sin, and rolling 
inthe mire and vomit of Corruption 5-0 
great is his filthineſs and ſuperfluity of 
naughtineſs, that he taints whatſoever he 
touches; his very Prayers are an abomina- 
tion, and his Services as dung before God : 
Neither is this pollution only in the ſen(i- 
, tive Soul butalſo in the rational, there 1s 
filt hinefs of ſpirit, 2 Cor. 5.1. and defilement 
in the very mind and conſcience, Tit: 1.15. 
there is no ſound part,but all over wounds 

and bruiſes and putrifying ſores. _.. 

- 4- A natural Man being eſtranged from 
God, who is Fehovahor Beingnelſs,' muſt 
needs be a very Nullity in ſpirituals: If a 
Creature be ſeparate from the God of Na- 
ture,; 'tis a; Nullity in naturals; and if a 
rational Creature be ſeparate from the 
God'of Grace, he 1ga Nullity in {pirituals. 
Sure, if he were any thing at all, he might 
ſpeak or think, but he can do neither; As 

running a fountain of Words as his tongue | 
is, he c47mmot ſay, Jeſus is the Lord,1 Cor: 12: 
3-/and as (warming a Hive of Thoughts 
as his Heart is, he cannot think any thing as 
of himſelf, 2 Cor.3.5. The great Apoſtle 
gives a double account of himſelf, an ac- 
count 
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* - count what he is in himſelf, 7 an nothing, 
ſaith he, 2 Cor.12.11. and an account what 
he 1s by Grace, by the grace of God Tam 
what IT am, 1 Cor, 15.10. all his nothing- 
neſs is in and of himſelf, and all his ſpirttus 
al ellence 1s in and of Grace, A mere Na- 
tural man is nothing in Spirituals, zs &es 
are on that which is not, Prov. 23.5. his joy 
is in a thing of nought, Amos 6.13. and 
all the falſe Gods in his heart are TI 
nibilitates, nothingneſſes,Pſal.96.5. As they 
are Creatures in the World, they are Be- 
ings, butas they areIdols in nr they 
are nothing, nothing tomakeT God of, 
and he, who makes them ſuch, 18 liKe unto 
them, gven nothing in Spirituals, | | 

2. Tis a State of Enmity againſt God 
he 1s not only a Stranger but ax enemy tos, 
Col.1.21.” nay, which is more, his carnal 
Mind is exity againſt God, Rom. 8. 7. Eu= 
mity 1s irreconcileable, it is 'pgt ſubject to 
the Law of God, neither indeed can be, 

not unleis the Enmity be ſhincin ity nay, . 
further the Apoſtle callthe Gentiles -Iro- 
euYEls haters of God, Rom.1.30. and Hatred 
1s Enmity bottled upto the height, Hatred 
(faith the Philoſopher ) ſeeks #4 dveu ; the 
Not-being of the thing hated 3 and ſuch 

1s man's Wickedneſs that ſtrikes as kt wers® 
=—_ at 
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at the Life and Being of God, it had ra- 
' ther that God ſhonld not be, than that 
Luſts ſhould be reſtrained. The Scripture 
ſets out ſome grand Enemies as oppoſing 
God openly and upon the Stage of the 
World, . and by what they did openly, we 
may diſcern what ſpirit and myſtery of Ini- 
quity is working in every Natural man's 
heart ſecretly ; there is in him ſome of the 
corrupt fleſh of the oid World ; ſomewhat 
of Pharaoh's ſpirit, which fecretly ſaith, 
Who is thgLord that T ſhould obey his woice 2 
SomewhWabf the bloody Few, which 4s 
ready to ucifie the Son of God afreſh, and 
trample his precious blood under-foot ; lome- 
what of the proud Antichriſt, the -1ar of 
ſin, which exalts it ſelf above God, its own 
Reaſon above the Wiſdom of God, and 
its own Will above the Will of God. Fhe 
very ſame Venom and Poyſon of En- 
mity, which the Grand Enemies of God 
pour out openly, privily lurks and works 
in every Natural Man. 

Thus in general , Man's State is E- 
ſtrangement and Enmity. Byftd procede. 

2: What is Man's State in particular, in 
relation to his ſeveral parts?” Now here 
the ſame Eſtrangement and Enmity ſhews 
forth it ſelf according to the” Nature of 
each part. "1. A9 


, 
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PF Avfor the Underſtanding, * tis turned 
away from God; the firſt and effential 
Trath, and fo become a Forge of lying. Va- 


. nities; 'tis turned away from God the {arlt 


and c{{ential Light, and fo becom@a dark 
place, nay, darkneſs it ſelf, Eph, 5.8. and if 
thelight be dark ſs, how great is that dark 
eſs? So great it 1s, that a Natural man 
ſets an higher eſtimate on the Follies of 
Ttme than on the Bletledneſs of Eternity, 
and rates the broken Ciſterns above the 
Fountain of living waters, v9 vga, 
tbe ſouly man, wb hath nothing but a rati- 
, onal Soul, the Spirit of a mere man in him, 
s Nx, receruerh not the things of the Spi- 
rit of God, 2 Cor. 2.1.4, One would think 
.that all Truths (hould be welcome toa . 
rationalSoul, and above all, the Myſteries 
of Heaven ; but he recerveth them not, 
And this the Apoſtle lays down diltinctly 5 
The ſpirit of man tnows the things of man, 
becauſe they are within his own Line; bur 
the things of God are only known by the Spi- 
rit of God, becauſe they are above the 


' Sphere of natural Reaſon. As the things 


of Man are above the Sphere of Senſe, to 
the'things of God are above the Sphere of 
Reaſon z and-yet as if they were below 
it, the Natviral man counts them toolith- 

Aa'2 nels, 
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neſs;, which evinces an extreme foohkſh- 
neſs it his own heart 3 he 1s not a Man, 
not an underſtanding Creature in Spiritu- | 
als. ' Agur is a Brute in his own eyes, I 
have tt the underſtanding of a man, ſaith 
he, Prov. 30.2. The Apoltle proving all 
under fin, aflerts that there 1s none that 
underſftandeth, Rom.3.11. Millions of rati- 
nal Creatures in the World, and yet there 
is zone that underſtandeth ; and his proof ' 
1s invincible, there is zone that ſecketh after 
God, which ſure would be done, if there 
were any ſpark of ſpirimal Underſtand- 
ing in him. *Tis trye there may be a mals 
of Notions in a man unconverted, but not 
.a dram *of ſpiritual Knowledge, Seeing 
he ſees not 5 he ſees the things of God in 
the image or picture bf the Lettes; but he 
ſees them not tn their livelineſs and in- 
ward Glory : Juſt as the carnal Iſraclites 
who ſaw their Manna and Sacrifices only 
in the outſide, but ſaw not Chriſt in them 
or as thoſe falſe Seekers, of whom Chriſt 
ſaith, Te ſeek me not becauſe ye ſaw the mi- 
racles, but becauſe ye did eat of the loaves 
and were filled, Joh.6.26, There was a Mi- 
racle-in thoſe very Loaves, but they ſaw 
only the carnal and grofſer part of the 


Miracle, and not the Glory and Power 
of 
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of Chriſt's Deity ſparkling out in it. An 
Unconverted man knows nothing as he 

ought to know it 3 no, not in the midft of 

| + His notions,there 1s no ſavouring, taſting or 

practical Knowledge in him, nothing but a 

husk,ſhell or form of Knowledg,and in the 

midſt thereof a real enmity againſt the 

things known. Whileſt the light of Truth 

| ſhines only 1n the Notion, he likes 1t>well 

enough 3 but if it waken Conſcience,check 
Luſt, preſs Duty, or any way offer to af- » 

ſume its Supremacy in his heart or life, he 

inſtantly hates it asan enemy. 

- 2. As for the Will, the Principle of 
Freedom, 'tis turn'd from Ged the primum® 
liberum, and from his ſervice the vera [i- 
bertas 3 and fo it is become ſervum arbitri- 
474, an arrant Slave, bound 7n the bonds of 

iniquity, and (which is the height of Sla- 
very ) 'tis in love with its Bonds 3 and 
(which is the intenſeneſs and intimateneſs 
of that love) when Chriſt comes to break 
theſe Bonds, 'tis.loth to be made free in« 
deed, the iron is ſo entred into his ſoul z, the 
 Bondage1s ſo intimate in the forlora Wall, 
that it looks on God's ſervice as bondage, 
and Sins bondage as freedom: and hence 
it is dead and lame to God's ways;but runs 
and flies in Sins. Again, the natural Will 
| Aa 3 Is 


. 
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Is turned away from God the hoty One; 
and ſo it's become deſperately wicked, Jer, + 
17.9. a Fountain of blood, out of which 
evil thonshts, murders, eduheries: fornica- 
tions, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies r4- 
turally procede, Math. 15.19. a Forge of 
101quittes, | —_ 73 All tie for m1110 Or fra- 
' ting of the heart ; every purpoſe and de- 
lire cfhgrated there zs only coil continually, 
Ger. 6.5. all's marred upon the Wheel of 
man's corruptzW1ill. Nay turther, the na- 
tural Will is turned from God who is Be- 
ing, and fo it's become a Nullity in Spiti- 
tuals, What God ſays of Ifracl, he mav 
well ſay of eyery Natural man, by] MINTRY 
he hath no willto me, Pſal. C1. 11. the Ob- 
jet of the Will 1s Good, and yet all the 
fontal Goodneſs in God moves it not. Nay, 
Jaſtly, there is an Enmity- in .the Will a- 
gainſt God. Every Natural manzas a part 
of the corrupt World, lies 2% 73mg, 
iz the Devil, 1 Joh. 5. T9. and his heart as @ 
hell jets his tongue on fire, James 3.6, Deun 
ipſum (quantum in ipſa eſt ) perimit volun- 
tas propria, faith-one, clearly, it would (if 
it could) abrogate God's Holineſs; blind- 
fold his Omnifcience, and chain up his 
Juſtice in order to the fruition of its luſts... 
3. As for the Aﬀettions, there's _ 
uct 
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but monſtrous Ataxy in them. Love in 2 
| Natural Man dotes upon abomination,and 
Hatred breaks out againſt goodneſs it ſelf, 
\ | .. Hope hangs upon a broken reed, and Fear* 
ſtarts and trembles at its fellow-mortal; 
Joy triumphs in the pleaſures of fin, and 
therein virtually ſports it felt with the 
flames of Hell ; and Sorrow which ſhould 
wait upon Sin pours outit {elf over world- 
ly Crofles : all the Afﬀections are out of 
frame and place. At firſt they were born 
Subjects to the Kingdom of Reaſon, but 
the Rational Faculties ( which are the 
man) rebelling againſt God m the firſt 
Adam, the AﬀeGtions (which are the bru- 
tal part) mutin and riſe up in Arms againſt 
Reaſon, and by an unnatural violencede- 
poſe it 3 and ſo unman the man. Hence 
he becomes Gs Tx «Aozot, as the wnnreaſor- 
able beaſts that periſh. What Aſaph was in 
his Envy at. the fooliſh , that is every 
man in his inordinate- Aﬀections ; he 1s 
MPN 2 great beaſt before God, Pal. 73-22, 
Here Dinah, that 1s, the judgement 1s de- 
- flowred by the Son of Chamor, that is, an 
| Als (as+his Name wmports.) A generation 
| - of bruitiſh Luſts ravilh the Soul. Hereare . 
| the m.91 «TW, the vile Aﬀeions, which 
Acbaſe the Immortal Soul to the duſt of 
A a 4 the 
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the Earth. Here the 72 17 Stercorez, 
thoſe dungy Gods of ſenſual Luſts, carnal 
Profits , and worldly Honours aſcend up 
- into the keart , and as Gods aſlume the 
throne of it, command the power of it, 
and by a kind of omnipreſence fill the. 
whole circumference thereof. Here 1s the 
troubled fea of paſſions and afteCtions , 
where Satan the great Leviathan raiſes up 
the winds and waves of all inordinate mo- 
tions, making the heart boil as a pot, and 
ſportir g himſelf the ſinful toffings there- 
of. 

4. As for the members of the body, they 
are ine. «Indo, weapons of unrighteouſneſs, 
Rom. 6. 13. The Law of Sin iflues out 1ts 
commands in the ſoul, that ſpeeds them 
to the members of the body, and theſe are 
ready to put them in execution. 

Thus deplorable is mans ſtate before 
Converſion, which it duly weighed 5-18 
enough to make every one cry out, Oh! 
what ſhall I do to be ſaved ? wherefore [ 
proceed to conſider the ſecond £xere. 

. What is the nature of. the Work? 
And here I ſhall unfold two things : 

1. What are the preparatives to Conver- 
ſion? 

2. What js the work of Converlipn it 
ſelf? 1. What 


1. What are the preparatives to Con- 
verſion? For as God makes 4 way to his 
anger in puniſhing, fo he 224kes 4 way to 
his Mercy in converting ſinners. Firſt; #he 
fallow-ground of the heart muſ# be broken up, 
before the Secd of God be caſt into it : 
firſt, 2Zo/es muſt hew the-»Tables of the 
Heart, and then God writesthe Law up- 
on them. Manaſſeh will not humble and 
turn unto the Lord, till he be in chains, 
Every natural man is a Maraſeh, a forgetter 
of God (as that name imports) and will not 
remember and turn unto the Lord, till 
the Spirit. of bondage lay him up in chains 
under deep Convictions of Sin and Wrathz 
As when Chriſt came 1n the fleſh, John Ba- 
ptiit- prepared his way by the doctrine of 
Repentance : So when Chriſt is formed in 
the heart, Johr, that is, Gods Grace pre- 


{— by legal humiliations. Now 
gparatory works to Converſion are 
rhete.. 

I. There is a Conviction of Sin, the Spt- 
rit kAtyfa ſhall convince the world of ſin, 
Joh. 16. 8. not only of Sinin general, but 
in particular, The Law as 'tisin the Let- 
ter only operates little, but as 'tis in the 
Spirits hand it is T2 A98on, Rome. 7.9. 
it comes home to the heart, and gives it a 


full 
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'- fall Charge, as Nathan to David, Thou art' 
the Man. Theſe are Sins, ſaith the Law, 
and theſe haſt thou' done, faith Conſci- 
ence; ang from particular fins, the Spirit 
leads up the# Sinner to the fountain of 
blood 1n his Nature, it ſhews him a Semi- 
nary of corruption 'in his own heart, it 
makes him ſmell the fink of fin 1n his own- 
boſome ; neither is this conviction only 
rational and' notional, but real and intui- 
tvie. \ Sin with all its Hoſts is as 1t' were 
muſtered and-ſet in order before his eyes, 
Pſal. 5o. 21. Nay.'it takes hold upon him, 
and he is made to pofleſs it as- his own, 
which forces him at laſt to cry out, Guilty, 
Giwilty. 
+1. Thereisa Convittion of Wrath. When 
Satan gave man his firſt fall, henſtilled 
this Principle into him, thoy ſhalt not fu 
dye,Gen.3.4. No, though thou eat the 
thou ſhalt not. On the contrarij 
God comes to recover a Soul out 
Fall, he ſpeaks in the ſame language as to 
Abimelech, Behold thou art but a dead man, 
Gen. 20. 3. The wages of ſin is death; and 
becauſe ſuch fins are found in thee, thou 
haſt the ſertemee of death in thy ſelf. In 
conviction God ſets 'up a. Judgement-ſeat 
in the heart; and there after Law-accuſa- 
tions 
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tions and Conſcience-proots, the Sinner is 
ſentenced to death, and after ſentence he 
15 drawn intothe valley of Achor, or trou- 
ble, to be ſtoned with-the \curles of the 
Law, and ſcourged with Scorpions» of 
Wrath; he hangs by the thred of his life 
over the bottomleſs gulph of perdition, 
and out of the fiery Law Hefl doth afte 
were flaſh in his face. 

. Out of theſe convictions chers ari- 
ſeth legal fear. Gods judgements, which 
before were far aboue out of his ſight, now 
approach near unto him 5 qualms®come 
over Conſcience, and hell-pams begin to 
ſeize the Soul : this fear hath rorwent, a 
kind of hell in it, and -out of this legal 
fear iſſues a flood of legal forrows for tin, 
as procurative of wrath 3 Gods arrows 
ſtick faſt in the Soul; and hence men are 

ed in heart, AB: 2. 37. and which is 
more, wounded in ſpirit, Prod. 18. 14. and 
theſe wounds ſtink and are corral; till the 
balm” of Chriſts blood be*poured into 
them. Such is the weight of theſe fears 
and forrows, that it preſles the Soul into a 
ſelf-wearineſs, and by degrees breaks it all _ 
topieces, thar there is ſcarce left a ſhard 
thereofto take a little firefrom the hearth, 
or water out of the Pit of any Creature- 
comfort, 4. In 


of the- Work of Converſion; ; 


- — I. AITT% oo 2 
od _—_ 2 hy 


$64 Of theWork of Converſur. 
4. In the midſt of theſe fears and ſor- 
rows, ſome glimmerings and-appearances 
of mercy in Chriſt offer themſelves to the 
Soul, and the Squl-begins to have ſome 
velkeities and inperſels wouldings after 
Mercy, anguiſh and bitterneſs make it cry 
-out, Oh ! What ſhall I do to be ſaved? The 
ſeorching flames of Gods wrath leave a 
thirſt in the heart after the coolings and 
refrigerations of pardoning Mercy, and in 
proportion to theſe wouldings and vellei- 
ties, there are ſome light touches and taſts 
of Fzee Grace, ſome flaſhes of joy in the 
Word, and Chriſt the marrow thereof ; 
and yet all this while there 1s no root of 
Spiritual life in the heart. Theſe are the 
preparatories of Converſion, only we mult 
not conceive them to be ſych formal im- 
mediate diſpoſitions as infallibly inferr 
Converſioa after them; for ſuch prepared 
ones, though not far from the PLS Ho. | 
Heaven, may yet poltibly never enter into 
it: neither muſt we look on theſe prepa- 
rations, though Gods uſual methad, as 
neceſſary on G-»ds part ; for if he pleaſe tq 
uſe his Prerogative, he can make even dry 
bones to rattle and come' together again 
without any previous diſpoſitions. He can 
{ay unto men, eyen when they are 7 their 


blood, 
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of Omnipotency,ſhall inſtantly bring forth 
the New Creature. 

'2. What 1s the work of Converſion it 
ſelf? I anſwer, 'Tis that mward Principle 
of Grace, whereby a man is made able and 
willing to turn from all Creatures unto 
God in Chriſt. Converſion is a motioft 
of the Soul, and therefore there mult be 
an inward Principle, called in Scripture & 
Root 3 The root of the matter is in me, ſaith 
Job, Jeb 19. 28. Friends, you look upon 
meas if I were-nothing but leaves of hy- 
pocriſte, but the inward Root of Holineſs 
15 1n me. Converſion 1s a ſupernatural mo- 
tion, and therefore there muſt be an in- 
ward Principle of Grace, called by the 
Apoltle, the Divine Nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. the 
Humane Nature cannot elevate it {elf (© 
high as Converſion, but the Divine Na- 
ture can doit. By this inward Princigle 
of Grace man becomes able, he hath an 
active poſſe converterc, and which is more,a 
velle too, he becomes able and willing to 
turn. Converſion is called in Scripture 
MMWN 7 returning unto God, Mans Natu- 
ral ſtate wants a Turn, and Gods Superna- 
tural Grace effects it. Motion 1s between 
two termsz the rerminys 2 quo n- Conver- 
. flon 


bleed, Doe; and that word; 2s with child? 
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ſion is all Creatures, Creatures as Crea- 
(tures are the footſteps of Gods Power and 
Goodneſsz and ſo we muſt not turn from 
a worm, but ſee God inzt :" but Creatures 
as they are deifyed and idolized in the 
heart become lying vanities and empty 
$2rnings, and ſo in Converſion we turn 
rom them all. The world without us is 

a Glaſs of the Divine Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, and ſo Converſion gives a ſanctified 
uſe of it 3 but the world within us, the 
51h in the heart 1s nothing but 4 /us?, 
obn 2. 16. fitting in "the place and 

T rone of God, I mean, the chief and up- 
permoſt ſeat of the Soul, and ſo Conver- 
ſion caſts it out of the heart. The Soul in 
Converſion moves towards God as its true 
centre, and therefore mult leave all the 
world behind its back. The terminus ad 
quem 11, Converlion is God. A man before 
Cbnverſion walks in an Image, Pſal. 39. 6. 
he thinks that he moves towards happt- 
neſs in this or that Creature, but "all the 
whtle he 1s but in an image or picture of 
happineſs : but in Converſion he moves 
really to God the Centre and Sabbath of 
Souls Laſtly, in Converſion there 1s a 
turning unto God tm Chrilt, To turn to 


God is a moſt rational A&; for he'isthe 
* only 
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only true end'of the Soul 3 and to turn to- 
God in Chrilt is a nioſt Regular At, for 
he is the only true way to that end. The 
way into the Holy of holies is only through 
the vail of Chriſts fleſh. It we go to*God 
out of Chriſt, we go to a conſuniing fire 3 
but if we go to God in him, wego toa 
reconciled Father, who 1s ready to fall 
upon our necks, and kiſs and welcome'us 
with his Love revealed in the face of 
_ Chriſt. 
Now in Converſion there are two in- 
ſtants or moments to be iſtintly conſi- 
dered. 
I. The firſt inſtarit is habitual Conver- 
ſion, or the habits or vital Principles of 
Grace which incline and difpoſe the Soul 
to actual Converſion. | 
2. The ſecond inſtant is actual . Con- | 
verſion, or the actuation and crowning 4 
Hue of thoſe Principles 1n an actual turn | 
to God., 
1. As to the habits or vital Principles 
of Grace I ſhall dotwo thing® 
T7. Iſhall demonſtrate that there are ha- 
bits or Principles of Grace. et I 
2. I ſhall particularly unfold what they 
are, 
1, I ſhall demonſtrate that there are 
| ſuch 


368 * Of the Work of Comverſon, © 


ſuch things. The Remonſtrants mince the 
buſineſs 3 There 15 (ſay they) potentia ſu- 
ernaturalis conceſſa voluns« 

OE in Art. tati ad hoc ut credere &+ be- 
yn ne agere poſſit 3 but as as for 
any habitual Grace, they tell ns, Scholaſti- 
corum figmentum eſt, &- eorum qui ſumul &- 
ſemel optant infundi onmnes illos habitus , 
quos aFibus crebris comparare nimis labo- 
rioſumeſſe arbitrantur. Now there is a vaſt 
difference between a mere poſſe convertere, 
and thoſe Habits or Principles of Grace 
which diſpoſe and encline the Soul to aCtu- 
al Converſion. A mere poſſe convertere 
doth not includein ib any inward diſpoſi- 
tion or inclination in the Soul to turn to 
God, no more than the poſſe peccare in in- 
nocent Adam did include in it an inward 
diſpolition or 1nclination in the Soul to 
depart from God ; but the Habits or Prin- 
ciples of Grace do incline and diſpoſe the 
Soul to actual Converſion. Again, a mere 
poſſe convertere doth not denominate a 
man gracioug, no more than the poſſe pec- 
care in innocent Adam did denominate 
him ſinful ; but the Habits or Principles 
of Grace do denominate a man gracious. 
And the Reaſon is, a mere poſſe may be 
abſtract from the Nature or Efſeace of the 
tlfing 
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thing-intq which it is reducible, but the 
Habit or vital Principle hath ſomething of 
the Nature or ,Eſſence of the thing in it.5 
nay, it is virtſally and ſeminally the thing 
it ſelf, A metepoſſe peccare 1n Adam be- 
fore his Fall did not denomiinate him {in- 
ful, becauſe it had nothing of the nature 
of Sin 1n it; but the Habits and Seeds of 
Corruption after the Fall did denominate 
him very ſinful, becauſe they were virtual- 
ly & ſeminally all Sin. A mere goſſe conver» 
ztere doth notdenominate a man gracious, 
becauſe it is abſtra&t-from the Nature and. 
Eſſence of the thing 4 but the Habits or 
Principles of Grace do denominate him, 
ſuch,becauſe they were virtually and ſemi- 
nally all Grace, Now that there are ſuch 
Habits or Principles of Grace, and not 
only a naked Power, I ſhall thus demons 
ſtrate. . BOG Bs Caray 
- I, Outof the Scriptures, which do el- 
egantly and emphatically decypher out 
thoſe Habits or Principles to us. Wonder- 
ful is the variety, of Expreſſions, to this 
purpoſe. Theſe Habits or Principlesare 
called, the new heart and new ſpirit, Ezek. 
36.26. the new tan,Eph.4.24. the new crea» 
ture, 2 Cor, 5. 17. the hidden man of the 
heart, 1 Tet. 3.4. the good treaſure of the 
+. heart: 
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heart; Matth. 12.35. the glory within, Pſal. 
45.13. eternal life abiding in ms, 1 Joh. 3. 
Is. 4 well of water ſpringing up into ever- 
laſting life, Joh. 4. 14. the teaching and a- 
biding anointing, 1 Joh. 2.27. the renewing 
of the holy Ghoſt, Tit. 3.5. the ſeed of God 
remaining in ws, 1 Joh. 3.9. the life of God, 
Fph.4.18. and,which is the ſublimeſt word 
of all, the divine nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. And 
is alſthis glory of words poured out up- 
on a merepoge; which doth not ſo much 
as encline to Converſion ? Are not here 
the nobleſt and higheſt Inclinations ſet 
forth unto us? Hath not the zew heart, 
which hath eternal oe init, a propenſity 
to Acts of ſpiritual life? Will not the zew 
creature renewed by the holy Ghoſt , and 
fweetned by the holy Un#ion have ſome 
Odours and Fragrancies breaking forth 
from it 2 Can the hidden man be ever hid, 
the good treaſure ever ſealed, and the glory 
within ever (hut up? Muſt not the Well of 
life break forth, the ſeed and life of God 
fpring up, and the divine nature ſhew forth 
it ſelf? and do not theſe denominate him 
gracious in whom they are > What doth 
4 new heart (peak him? How doth the good 
treaſure enrich him, the glory within 1llu- 
ſtrate hint, the holy anion perfume him, 

| ; the 
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the life and ſeed of God quicker him, #© 
rexewiny of the holy Ghoſt alter Hinti, and 
the divine nature glorifie him > Here ars 
pregnant denominations indeed; but theye 
$ not a tittle'of this tn a rhere poſſe, cone 
vertere ; wherefore theſe” expt -are 
of a nobler emphaſis than 6. You'l ſay, 
'tis true, theſe expreſfions ſhew forth ha« 
bits or principles of Grace, but not ſuch as 
go before the attual confeht of the wilt ro 
Gods Call, bntt ſuch as follow after it, nay; 
after frequerit acts thereof,  -- / , 
Unto which I ſhall. anſwer two things: 
\ 1. The habits and principles of Grace 
decyphered in the Scriptutes aforeſaid, ard 
there ſer out as the royal afts of pure Free 
Grace, and not as pendents upon mang 
W1ll ; and for this I ſhall give two emi- 
nent inftarices, omitting others 3 The firſt 
is in that famous place, Ezek, 36. where - 
God orn,ve 4 new heart, ver. 26. and hjs 
| 


own ſpirit, ver, 27, bit withal heenters 
double proteſtation, one before the Pra- 
miſe, This ſaith the Lord, I'do not this for 
your ſakes O houſe of Iſrael, but for mine 
own holy names ke ver. 22, and another 
after it, Not for your fakes do Tthis, ſaith 
the Lord God, be'it known wnto you, be 
aſbdmed and confounded for your own wayss 
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O'houſe of Iſrael, ver. 32. What, could be 
more faid to exalt God and his. Free 
Grace, and to. annihilate man and his 
Works? How could the True God enter 
ſuch proteſtations, if the great promiſe of 
2 new-heart hang in ſuſpence upon mans 
atual conſent ? When a man without the 
new-heart gives that actual conſent, there 
ts ſomething, which inſtead of ſhame and 
confuſion;;is worthy to be noted as a mat- 
ter of Praiſe and Glory. But you'l ſay, 
theſe proteſtations reſpe& not the way or 
order of working theſe gracious habits, 
but exclude mans worth or dignity in the 
buſineſs. Now albeit God do not give the 
new-heart for- mans conſent, yet he may 
do it upon or after mans conſent. I anſwer, 
theſe proteſtations ſhew, that before. the 
yew heart there is nothing in man but 
what's matter of ſhame and confuſion, and 
by. conſequence the actual conſent of the 
Will, which is a matter of Praiſe and Glo- 
xy, cannot ſo'mach as 1n'order exiſt before 
the new-heart. The ſecond inftance is 
that, Tit. 3. 5: where the Apoſtle o- 
pens the fountain of Regeneration 3'. Not 
by works of Righteouſneſs which we have 
done, but according to his Merey be ſaved 
ns by the waſhing of 'Regeneration and ves 
| | newind 
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omewi ng of the 'Holy Ghoſt, We are ſaved 
by waſhing and renewing; but in' what 
way or methods this wrought? The A« 
poſtle tel{sus, not by works of Righteouf- 
neſs,'but of mere mercy. Surely if there 
be any Righteouſneſs in man; it mult be 
in his Will, and if any work of Righte-, 
ouſneſs be in the Will, an afual conſent 
to Gods Call muſt be ſuch a work. ' Yet 
the Apoſtle aſſerts that our Regeneration 
was not by works of Righteouſneſs Bur of 
Gods Mercy.' Again, 'tis obſervable, that 
the Apoſtle doth not ſay, Not for works of 
Righteouſneſs,” as only ret the me- 
ritorious dignity thereof,but hefaith, Not 
by works of Righteouſnch, as denying the 
very exiſtence "thereof | in order to Rege+ 
neration. | 

2. If the aftual conſent of the Will to 
the Calls of God dv indeed precede the 
habits or principles of Grace, then what is 
that which gives an aftual conſent to Gods 
Call>' What elſe but the ſtoriy heart, the 
old Creature, the wiſdom of man, and the 
humane nature? For the mere poſſe co- 
vertere doth not include in it a heart-of 
fleſh; a new Creature, an holy Union, or 
divine Nature z therefore the conſent pre- 
cedent to theſe Gracious Principles muſt 
B b 3 be 
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374 Of the Work of Qovuufuy- 
be given by the ſtony heart, old Creature, 
bumane Wiſdome and Nature, which 4s 
very incongruaous, Lets hear. Anſe/mrs 
determination in this caſe, /olnntas now 
red vult nif{ quia reda eft ; fir 


pong cut non eſt acutus viſus , quia 


widet acute, fed ided pidet- a+ 
ente quia arnjus eft 5, ita voluntas non et 
reffa, quia -vglt rae, ng refe wult, quor 


niay ep reg. To the {ame purpoſe iy 
that &f our Saviour 3 4 corrups tree = Fyicy 


T& cannot bripg for th good fruit, Mat. 7, 
18, that 4s, whillt it is corrupt, 'it cannot, 
A gorrupt tree may become a | trees 
but whilſt at 4s |coprupt it cannot bring 
forth good fruit; as when the. Apbſile 
laith, The oarmal rind cannot beiſubje® #8 
Gods Law, Rom. 8.7. the meaning 1s, that 
whilſt it is'carpal it eannot 3 and how then 
can the Wall, whilſt it js a corrupt tree, 
bring forthlo precious @ fruit as an aſſent 
to Gods: Call? How can ſuch a grape of 
Heaven grow upon the thorns of an unre- 
penerate heart? You'l ſay, I muſt not call 
the Will a corrupt tree, when. there 4s-4 
poſſe convertere ſupernapurally poyredjato 
it 3 butifthat poſſe donot denamipate jt 
gracious, ſurely it is as yet but corrupt,and 
Whillt it is ſuch, it may be fo called,” * 


2, I argue 
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2. I argue fromthe Glory of free Grace, 
one of its Crown-jewels is, that it makes 
acious Principles where there-were none 
fore; it rrew creates in Chriſt, and logives 
Principles of Spiritual being 3 it quickens 
the dead, and fo gives Principles of Spiri- 
tual Life : thus free Grace is bleſſed from 
the fountain of Iſrael, from thefontal Prin- 
cigyed of the new Creature. But thoſe 
which deny gracious Principles ,.-darken 
free Grace in that which isits prime luſtre, 
But here I ſhall be asgked whether that poſſe 
convertere be not ſuch a Principle? I an» 
Gyer No3 a Principle is more than a bare, 
poſſe, There was in Adam in innacency a 
poſſe peccere, and yet there was no Pginci- 
eof fla inbim; after the Game manner, 
there is (ſay the Remonſtrants) a poſs con- 
vertere res to fallen man, but this is no 
Principle. of Grace in him, But not to 
ſtrive about words, ſuppoſe it might be 
called a Principle, yet what a grand dif 
paragement to free Grace is it, to ſay, that 
there was as much of Principle in innocent 
Adam by Nature towards his ſinful tranf- 
grefſion, as there is in fallen Man by Grace 
towards his adtual Converſion ? Such as 
deny gracious habits, and grant only a na- 
ked power mult ſay ſo. 
| B b 4 3, Jargue 
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f 3: I arguefrom the ſiveetneſs of Provi- 
dence. 'As 'tis the Glory of free Grace that 
there are gracious Principles made, ſo 'tis 
the ſweetneſs of providence, that thoſe 
Principles ar& made firſt ; and then con- 
gruous ads ifſue from thence. The only 
wiſe God diſpoſes things in the ſweeteſt 
method, #n the body of Nature firft. a Sun 
and thet/a beam, firſta Fountain and then 
a ſtream, firſt aRoot and then a fruit. - ki 
the'Soul of Man negative faculties precede 
ads of life, fenſitive as of fenſe, and'in- 
tellectual adts:of reaſon. Hence thoſe atts 

flue forth 'i-an eafie connaturainefs-to 
their Principles. And can there be leſs of 
the: beauty" of providence'in the Spiritual 
world thati in the natural? Should there 
not be as ſiveet ar) order in the new Crea? 
ture as in the old ? Ought not ſaupernatu- 
ral a&ts to 1ſſue forth in as-great 'connatu- 
ralnefs to their Principles ag natural ?'If 
ſo, then there muſt be habits of Grace to 
precede the ads; if not, then thoſe atts, 
which are above nature .i» fa&o eſſe, as to 
their eſſential excellency, muſt be. below 
it i»: fier7,as to their procedure from caules ; 
nay, 'tis hardly imaginable, that thoſe as 
ſhould at all come forth into being with« 
out gracious Principles. If the Will he not 


changed 


of 1he Wark of @ 
changed by regenerating Sault; ew 
conſtitured 77 ordine  agentium" ſs 
turalium £ Andiftnor, bow can 1t =_— 
turn to God, ſeeing that'is' a&v or 
ſupernaturalis : ? Everyone that doth ri 
ouſneſs is born of God. _ 2.29% Toru 
nnto God is a Fl act of Ri chreouſe 
and how then can it be i rs rerun 


neration ? Wherefore the Scripture! ings . 
thod is clear; firſt 4 good treb-and':then 


good fruit, Mat. 7. 17. firſt 4 good treaſure 
in the heart; and Ma good things out: "ci 


Mat. 17. 35." firſt we are'vreatedin'C 
and then we walk in good works, Eph. 
And- thus: Spiritual a&s are done in-the 
_ ealineſs 'of 'the new Creature, 'becauſe 
in a way connatural to Spiricual Prig- 
ciples. | 

4. If flor be no habievon cindiplejpef 
Grace, what is that that makes the grand 
di ween a godly ahd an ungod- 
ly mati'*-Surely, cither it muſt be the aQs 
of Faith'and'other Graces, or elſe the i 
bits and principles thereof.” Tis not theads 
of Faith and other Graces, for two'Rex 
ſons : 4h) 

1. Becauſe that which makes the diffe- 
rence muſt be ſomewhat permarent'z ſuch 
was Caleb's other ſpirit» which A 

im 
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 himfcom the murmuring Congregation, 
Nameb, 14 24+ Such was Job's Root which 
differenced him from the leavy hypocrite, 
Job 19, 28, But the as of Faith and o- 
ther 'Graces are tranſient 3 wherefore if 
theſe be all the difference, what becomes 
of a Godly man in his fleep or phrenſie, 
wherein-go ſuch acts are put forth 2 Doth 
. hedrop out of the ſtate of Grace without 
any ap_—_ or 45 in * —_— 
#nygifferericing quality ? neither 15 pol» 
fible 3 he backlides nat from God, and 
how can.he be out of the'{tate of Grace? 
he is but as other men are,. and how can 
he be in it ?, It remains therefore that the 
habus of Grace make the difference; for 
by reaſon of thelehe is not as other men 
are, no, not when the Ats of Grace are 


_—_ becauſe he hath @vother ſpirit 


+2-"AU men being by Neture ungodly, 
that which chiefly makes roy ok 
muſt denominate a man changed... Now 


inevery change the Termingy is ſomewhat 
perinanent 3 in Alteration 'tisa.permanent 
Quality, in Augmentation 'tis a perma- 
nent ity, in Generation 'tis.a ſub- 
Ftantial Form, and in Regeneratian. 'tis 
« mew creature born of the — 

" 44/4 


” . Of the Wark of Connenſion; 279. 
ſeed of the Word, 1 Pets 1.23; The Termir 
aw of this. gracious Change. is (et outin 
Scripture as 3 nent thing 3, ry a 
times 'tis called /ight ; ye were , Seriayſe ot 
now light in the Lord, Eph. $..8 
life 3 this my ſou was dead and & «live 4» 
goin, Luk. 15.24. ſometimes the new man 5 
old things. are pait away, . behold aff things 
are became new, 2 Cor. 5: 7. fill it is fome- 
what rue Hence it appeaxs, that 
the Actsof Faith and other din tg mig 
are trankient ) do got {o properly deno- 

hanged, ; as improve .the 

ange « ag iy The wild Trees 
Lena oy the, Graff, and not by the 
After-frugt - the Natural man is chavged 


+4 gated Ward, and. not bythe 
f Faith and other Graces, which 
anurtly go grow upon the Root of habizual 
Grace bat a corrupt Tree is made gt 
$4. great Change + bur that a:good Tree 
mm re good Exgri akogether con- 


| If Ren bo no Habits or Principles ,of 
Grace, how can the Natural man's deadly 
Wound, I mean rear Corruption +4 
yer be healed ? can- 
dw healed it Grace, the 

Plague of the Heant« cannot be healed boy 


by 


| $95 of thewirk of Codderfon, 
by* the holy Union ; inſtead of the old 

Heart there mult be a new one, or' ele 
there is no healing, and without healing 
how can ſuch''s ſound A& as Conver- 
fior come forth? . It remains- therefore, 
that there are Habits of Principles of 
Grace. ' 

2, Having proved thatithere are ſuch 
Habits oiPriciptes? come to'unfold what 
they are 3 and thisI cannot better do, than 
by ſhewing what they are'in the ſeveral 
Faculties. Wherefore ” 

- x. As tothe Underſtanding, there is a 
Principle of excellent Know edp e; 1 ſay, 
excellent, 'not only in reſpe@tof the mar- 
er of it, beiny heavenly yitories 3 but 
#fo in refpedt f the Natureof it, "tis too 
bigh for a fool; nay, "tis a Story higher 
than the Knowledp e of all the unr egene- 
rate Rabbies i ee World :Tis "not a 
mere literal Knowled Boon knowthg of Chrift 

er the fleſh, but-a ſpiritnal, a revealing 
piritua] Rae in their ſpiritual Glory} 'trs 

not a dead Knowledge called by the A- 
poſtle plequns yieows, « form of knowledg, 
Rom. 2.20, ſuch as 1s 'bur'a liveleſs figure 
or appearance, but "tiga hvely/Knowledpe 
called by the' Wiſeman'a well-ſpring of "es 
Prov. 16.22, and by our Saviour the 'light 

of 


without Sen(e, but ſuch'as hath Senſe, nay, 
all the Senſes of the inward man in it ;*tis 
a ſeeing of the juſt one, As 22.14. a hear- 
ing and learning of the F ather, Joh. 6. 45: 


a [melling and ſavouring the ſweet odonrs of 
the | 


Goſpel, 2.Cor. 2.14. a tafting how good 
and gracious the Lord is, Pſal. 34. 81. a ta- 
Fual knowledge, a ſpiritual tonching and 
handling of the word of life, 1 Joh.1.1. here 


are ſeminally and virtually all thoſe 'fpt- 


ritual Senſes which diſcern good and evil. 
'Tis not a dark and duskiſh Knowledge; 
but clear and lightſome '; 'tis ſeeing with 
the weil off and face open, 2 Cor. 3. 16, 19. 
'tis the day dawning and the day-ſtar arifing 
in the heart, 2 Pet.1.19. Here God ſhines 
into.the heart, and things are ſeen eye to 
eye, as the expreſſion 1s, 7/az. 52.8. that is, 
in a clear evidence of the truth: "Tis not 
a Knowledge at a diſtance and afar off, as 
Dives (aw Abraham, and as every natural 
man ſces the things of Faith, but a near and 
intimate Knowledge. *Tis wiſdom in the 
hidden parts, Pſal. 51.6, *tis wiſdom entring 
into the heart, Prov. 2. 10. *tis reaſon de- 


livered over to the power f holy truths, Rome. - 
js 


6.17. 'tis Xdy@-tuqilcs, the word engrafted 
or ianaturalized in the mind, Jam.1.21: 
Hereby 


"of .he Wark of Colterſer, 38t 
of ie Joh. 8. 12. 'Tis not a Knowledge- 


392 of the Work of Converſion: 
Hereby the Truth approiches and preſen- 
tiates it ſelf to the Soul in fo clear am 
neara manner as that it works a firm af- 
ſent and perſwafion thereof, and that 
upon the divine Authority ſhining and 
ſparkling out in the ſame. This Principle 
ith Amen toall the Truths in Scripture 5 
by it we come to know truths in our ſelves, 
Heb, 10.34. and to carry the witneſ; there- 
of within us, 1 Joh. 5.10. As Jeſus Chriſt 
is the Amen, the faithful and true witneſs 
who ſealed the Truths of the Goſpel out- 
wardly by his Blood, fo the holy UnCtion 
dropping down forh Chriſt is 4» Amer, 4 
faithful and true witneſs ſcaling up thoſe 
Truths inwardly in the heart. And this 
clear and near Knowledge. as it aſſures and 
perſwades a man of thoſe Truths, is Faith 
in the Underſtanding) for this ſets to its 
ſeal that God is true in them, 1 Joh, 3.33. 
'Tis not a mere notional Knowledge float- 
ing in the Brain, vaunting in the Tongue 
 otflouriſhing in a leavy Profeſſion 3 but 
tis a practical Knowledge influxive into 
the Will, inflammative to the Aﬀedti- 
ons, and direiveto the whole Life, This 
is that Principle of excellent Knowledge 
whereby the Soul is enabled to ſce God as ' 
the only ſupreme End, Chriſt as the only 
try”ge 
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true Way, atd Sinas the only great Ob-' 
ſtacle thereunto. OR | 

2. As to the Will there is a Princi 
of Holineſs and ReQtitude, ſuch as niakes 
the Heart pure and right, fuch as ſers the 
Will into a right frame and poſture ina 
threefold Reſpect. 25 

I. In reference to the true End of 
Man. Mp 

2. Inreference tothe right Means. 

3: In reference to the grand Obſta- 
cle. 

7. It ſets the Will into a right poſturs 
in reference to Man's true End. Man's 
true End is God alone; for he @ fontal 
Goodneſs, Allneſs of PerfeQions 3 the 
primum amabile.and ultimys finis, the great 
Alpha and Omegs of Spirits, perfeQly able 
to ſtill all the defires, and fill all thecran« 
nies thereof. Now this redifying Prin- 
ciple in the Will, as reſpeQive to this 
ſupreme End, thews forth it ſelf chree- 
ways. 

7. In that it is a defiring Principle. 
Deſire is the firſt-born of the WIL, the 
firſt opening of the rational Appetite, 
and this Principle ſanCtifies it and ſets it 

art for God as fts ſupreme End 3 it en- 
clines and diſpoſes the Will to pant 41d 


thirſt 
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thirſt after God, to. faint; and cry ou far 
him, to enquire and ſeck after him with al 
the heart . Before the WH Cain-like di 
goout from the Lord's preſence, but now 
David-like it deſires to dwell in his houſe 
epd behold his beauty., Before the Will lay 
= in theGrave of Creature-deadnefs, but 
. now it hath the hife of God 1n it quickning 
it to holy breathings after him: before 
there was ſuch a gravedo liberi arbitrii,ſuch 
Talents of Carnality upon the Will, that 
it could in no wile lift up it ſelf, but lay a- 
mong the pots and embraced dunghils; but 
now it hath the wings of a Dove to elevate 
it ſelfto God, Here is the firi# reſurre@i- 
on-of the Will ; here are the avapdo(:o TH 
uaedin,; aſcenſions in the heart, as the Se- 
ptuagint hath it, P/al. 34. 5. The nature of 
this Principle is to aſcend up to God and 
leave all the World behind its back. As 
ePrinciple of perſwading Kivuwledge is 
Eu in the Ulnderſtanding,ſo this deſiring 
rinciple is Lovein the Wull in its primor- 
dial propenſities; thereis ſpiritual Life in 
primo radio,in its firſt Light,and here is ſpi- 
ritual life iz primo ardore, 11 its firſt heat, 
.. 2, In that it is a purpoſing Principle, 
ſuch as inclines and diſppſes the Soul to 
pitch by a ſerious determination agen 
| JO 


. Godasits only happineſs,and to cleduewnth” 
to him with purpoſe of heart, 4@,11.23.Thi 
renders a man a true ſpiritual Levite, who 
(as his name 1mports)is jozved totheLord &+ 
becomg one ſpirit with him,1 Cor.6417. And. 
as the firſt-born were dedicated to God, 
and afterwards the Levites;z ſo the delir- 
ing Principle - firſt dedicates the Delires 
the firſt-born of the Will to God,and then 
this purpoſing Principle makes a. man. & 
ſpiritual Levite conſecrated to God by a 
holy ConjunGtion with him. This 18 that 
Key of, David or Love (as David imports ) 
which opens the everlaſting doors of the 
Will that the king of glory may come iR,P[2l, 
24. 7. This is that ſweet voice of David 
or Love which upon mature deliberation 
1s ready to break out, Whom have Tin hea- 
ven but thee £ whom on earth beſides thee ? 
Pſal. 73.25. In Heaven there are glorious 
Angels, and on Earth multitudes of good 
Creatures, but none of them all 'are my 
end or happineſs; none, none but God a» 
lone. Were Heaven and Earth emptied 
of all their Furniture, ſtill I ſhould haye 
my. end as long as ] have my God, who 
fills them both with hig preſence 3 whileſt 
he is with me there can be no ſuch thing as 
Emptinels, for he 1s on in all, waving 8 
| C rg 
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the World, I pitch upon him alone as my 
only end. I can truly ſay to the Covetous, 
God is my gold, Job 22.25. to the Ambiti- 
ous, God 1s mryglory, Pſal. 3.3. to the Vo- 
laptuous, God 1s wy delight, 1/ai. 58. 14. 
to the Souldier, God 1s wry buckler and high 
tower, ſal. 18.2. to the Mariner, God.is 
my broad rivers and ſtreams, Tſai. 33.21. to 
the Potentates and Emperonrs of the 
World, God is 79 crown and diadem..t/ai. 
28.5. and to.thoſe who with E/ax have e- 
nough of the World, Jacob-like, IT have all, 
Ger.33.11. all in one, even in Godalone. 
Suth Reſolutions as theſe are the proper 
IſſueFof this purpoling Principle, this makes 
the Will free indeed 5 before it was free in 
Naturals, but now 1n Spirituals, which is 
freedom indeed, When the Will fixes 
it ſelf upon the Creature as its End, it is 
in {traits i a houſe of bondage, Take the 
World in its own place, 'tis a ſpacious 
Looking-glaſs of God's Power and Good- 
neſs, buttake it asa man's End and Hap- 
pinels, 'tis too ſtrait and narrow for the 
1mmortal Spirit to breathe in. Hence carnal 
Men even i the fulneſs of ſufficiency are yet 
inſtraits, Fob 20. 22. but when the Will 
through this purpoling Principle fixes it ſelf 
upon God as its End, 'tis free indeed. The 
Rabbins 
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Rabbins call God PD Place,” and a large 
one he is; no Jels than at Infinity and Im- 
menſity of Goodneſs, ſuch as no deſire or 
out-going of the Will can ever paſs tho- 
rough. Here there is Room enough for 
an immortal Spirit, Goodneſs enough to 
ſatiate the rational Appetite fot ever: Nb6w 
as the deſiring Principle is Love in the Will 
In its firſt Plantation;fo this purpoſing Prin- 
ciple 1s Love further rooted and grounded 
in the ſame Faculty. . 

3. In that it is a reſting Principle, ſuch 
as enclines and diſpoſes the Will*'to a 
double reſt in God: 

1. Toa Reſtof Innitence; 

2. Toa Reſtof Complacence. 

1. To a Relt of Innitence; it inclines 
the Will to lean and roll it (elf upon God, 
and to ſet its faith and hope in hin: here- 
by the Heart hath an acceſs unto God,and 
caſts and venturegit ſelf upon him for all 
| Its happineſs, as being fully refolved in 
It (elf tobe happy only in him, And this 
is no other than Faith in the Will conſt 
dered xt in ulti-zo termino, 1m God its only 
reſting-place. "We which believe (faith the 
Apoſtle) do enter into reit, Heb.4.3. Faith 
makes a man ceaſe from himſelf and enter 
into reſt by a fiducial repoſe on God's AN- 
ſufficiency, Cc 2 2, To 
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2. Toa Reſt of Complacericy 3 -it en- 
clines the Will to delight in the Almighty, 
T/ai.s8.14. and count him its exceeding joy, 
Pſal.43.4.Hereby the Soul wells at Paſeor 
lodges in goodneſs (as the Origiaal hath it) 
P/41.25.13. hereby it lies downin the bo- 
ſom-of bliſs and hath peace for its taberna- 
cle, Job 5.24. God was the Levites inheri- 
F84nce, Dent. 18, 2. As the purpoſing- Prin- 
ciple-makes a man a ſpiritual Levite,ſothe 
reſting Principle gives a man an inherit- 
ance in God; and this is Love 1n its. tri- 
umph and joy inheriting all things in Gods 
Mercy and glorious All-ſuffticiency. - 

2. This Principle of Rectitude- or Ho- 
lineſs ſets the Will right in reference to the 
true Means. The true Means is Jeſus Chriſt 
the Mediator ; the only way into the Ho- 
Iy of Holies is through the Veil *of his 
fleſh. We are ina treble Incapacity of re- 
turning unto God our ultimate End : We 
"are in the Darkneſs of Sin andſee not the - 
_ right path thither, and as to this, Chriſt 18 
the way.as'a Prophet teaching us by his Spi- 
rit and Word ': We are in the Guiltineſs 
of Sin and dare not approach thither, and 
as tg this, Chriſt'is the way,as a Prieſt offer- 
ing up his Blood and Righteouſneſs for us: 
We are in the Impotency and Enmity.of 
.Sin, 


, turn thither, and as'to this, Chriſt is zhe 
way as 4 Kizg, ſubduing and ruling us by 


his gracious Sceptre 3 God- hath ſealed” 


Chriſtto all theſe Offices for this very end 


to bring us home to himſelf, Now this: 


Principle ſets the Will right in reference 
to Chriſt in all his Offices. 

1. Take him as a Prophet,this Principle 
ſets the Heart right in a threefold reſpedt. 

I. 'Tis a Principle of humble Teach- 
ableneſs, God (whois the Soul's Centre) 
dwelling in Light unapproachable, and 
Chriſt (who is in the Father's boſom ) be- 
ing the great revealer of him, this Prin- 
ciple enclines the Will to hearken to 
Chriſt; the ear- is opened or revealed to 
hear the great Prophet in all things. There 
is a Tgoduuic, or readineſs of mind tolet in 
every beam of Light and catch at every 
drop of Truth which falls from Chrilt, 
Before Man was a Wolf and a Lion for 
bruitiſh untraableneſs, but now 4 little 
' child may lead him,Iſai.11.6. eventhe leaſt 
' truth or pi, from Chriſtz he will not 

be unruly or break away from it for. 4 
World, but meekneſs and humYity make 
kim as a little Child ruleable by every 
word of Chriſt. | 
41.1 Cc 2. 'Tis 
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. 'Tisa Principle of Faith, ready ta, 
| tnive Chriſt 77 the name of 4 Prophet. 
Chriſt doth no ſoaner uſher in a Truth in- 
to the Soul, but this Principle claips about 
it with fiducia! embraces, and lay s, This is 
a beam from the Sun of righteoulne)s, this is 
a meſſage from the Angel of the Covenant, 
ſent on purpole to ſerch me away to God, 
Hereby 'the Soul 1s dilpoſed to believe 
_ s Words,and reccive his Teſtimony, 
'Tis a Principle of Love, ready to 
i Chriſt as the Argel of God's face 
or preſence, and kiſs the Son as revealing 
holy ſecrets from the Fathers boſom. This 
Principle hangs upon- Chrilt's zyyrrh-drop- 
ping lips, and when he ſpeaks, 1t catches 
up his words as the words of eternal life ; e- 
very Truth 1s received in Lave as from 
Chriſt's hand, aad above all, Chriſt him- 
ſelf1s very precious, becauſe heisthe bright- 
neſs of glory. 

2. Take him as a Prieſt, this Principle 
ſets the Heart right towards him. Under 
the Law the Levites were given to the 
Prieſt; under the Goſpel thoſe who are 
ſpiritual Levites, are given. to Chriſt the 
High-pricſt, Now the Principle ('where- 
by they are given to Chrilt as a homey 1s 
double, | 


I.'Tis 


r. 'Tis a Principle of Faith enclining 
the Soul to waſh in the Laver of Chriſt's 
Blood, and wrap up it felf in the Robe of 
his Righteouſneſs. This 1s called in Scri- 
pture tr#ſting in Chriſts name, Matth. 12. 
21. faith in his blood, Rom. 3.25. receiving 
the atonement, Rom. 5.11.and receiving the 
gift of righteouſneſs, Rom. 5.17. Whena 
Soul comes up out,of the wilderneſs of Sin 
to return to God,all the way it leans upor 
Jeſus Chriſt, Cant.8.5. ok. 

2. 'Tis a Principle of Love enclining 
the Soul to love Jeſus Chriſt as its Prieſt, 
When once there are Faith-glances in the 
Underſtanding at Chriſt- crucified , and 
. Faith-rollings in the Will upon him, the 
holy Fire ( called a vehement Flame, or, 
as it is in the Original, the Flame of God, 
Cant. 8.6.) kindles upon the heart and 
makes it burn with true love to Chriſt : 
Oh! ſays the Soul, this is he who made the 
Robe of Righteouſneſs for me, and how 
much love was there in every thread of 
it > This is he who drunk off the Cup of 
trembling for me, and how much wrath 
did my fins ſqueez into it ? When on Earth 
he bore my fins upon the Croſs,and row 1 
Heaven he bears my name upon his heart 3 
his Perſon is all deſires. his Blood all preci- 
Cc 4 ouſnels, 
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ouſneſs, his Righteouſneſs all glory, his 
Love all heights and depths and breadths 


ſurpaſſing knowledge, and who can chuſe 


but love him? There is no high Prieſt or 
Sacrifice but himſelf, no Balm or healing 


- but in his Wounds, no Interceſlor abave 


but his Blood and Righteouſneſs, no Beau- 
ty or Glory in all the viſible World like 
that in his Croſs, and how can the heart 
refuſe his Eſpouſals? This is a Principle 
of ſweet cloſure with Chriſt; this makes 
the Soul breathe after, nay approach to 
Chriſt, : and when it hath a being in him, 
ſuch is the holy aſpiration of this Prin- 
ciple, that (till it deſires to be more per- 
tealy and intimately in him 3 no embraces 
near. enough, there's too much diſtance 
in every union: When the Soul js brother 
and ſiſter and mother to him, (till 'twould 
be nearer,nothing leſs than oze ſpirit,1 Cor. 
6.17. and when 'tis ſo in ſume meaſure, 
ſtill jt. preſſgs hard after more oneneſs with 
him ; Oh! that the Veil of darkneſs were 
quite off! that the remnants of ſeparating 
Corruption yere quite out | Oh! for more 
$41 of Faith and Prayer to blow up this 
holy Fire! for more effuſions of the holy 
Unctiqn to feed and enflame it. ! Thus this 
Principle js hiatus Yoluntatis, the opening 

, or 
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thirſty gaping of the Will for more and 
more of Chriſt, and all that it may dwell 
1n God who is Love it ſelf. | 

3. Take him as a King, this Principle 
ſets the Heart right towards him. Hence a 
man becomes 4.StT% cd ecxm\dav TH Ds, jm 
a fit poſture towards the kingdom of God, 
Lxk.9.62. and that in a threefold reſpeQ. 

r. This Principle is a Principle of Faiths 
God made Chriſt a King,& Faith owns him 
as ſuch; God gave him all the power in hea- 
ven and earth,and Faith gives him all the 
power in the upper and lower Faculties of 
the Soul. This Principle reſts upon him as 
a King,able to put all his enemies under his 
feet : Are there ſtrong holds of Sin inus ? 


this Principle reſts on him as the power of 


God to caſt them down: Are there Armies 
of temptations round about us? this Prin- 
ciple reſts on him as the Captain of ſalvati- 
on to ſcatter them. As ſoon-as this Prin- 
ciple is in the Soul, the Soul 1s no longer 
where it was, but tranſlated into the kings 
dom of Chriſt, Col.1.13. Before it wasin a 
region of Darkneſs, but now in a place of 
marvellous Light 3 its native (oil was ſpirt- 
tual Sodom and Fg ypt, where Sin 1s a Law, 
but now its in the Dominions of Chriſt, 


where the Law of the Spirit frees from the * 


Law 
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Law of ſin : and becauſe, after the Law or 
Reign of Sin is broken, the remnants or 
rel1ques of Corruption are ſtil] in us.there- 
fare this Principle doth in a wonderful 
manner reſt upon Chriſt for a more tho- 
rough purging out thereof. 

2,' This Principle 1s a Principle of Love, 
diſpoling the Soul to love Chriſt as a Mel- 
. chifedek, a king of righteouſneſs, and to kiſs 
his ſceptre as @ ſceptre of righteouſneſs. This 
Principle defires and delights above all 
places te dwell in Immanuels land, and by 
a holy acquieſcence under his Law, It ſits 
down (as 1t were ) in the kingdom of God. 
Hence the Heart 1s willing that Chriſt 
ſhould reign over it,6: that all his Enemies 
ſhould be made his footſtool, even thoſe 
that dwell in its own boſom; if he come & 
ſearch for darling Luſts there, - this Prin- 
ciple will open every fold, and unlock e- 
very ſecret place of tlie Heart to diſcover 
them : It he come and (lay them with the 
Sword of his mouth, this Principle will be 
conſenting to their death, and pray, So let 
all thine enemies periſh, 0 Lord. even all the 
remainders of Corruption lying in my 
Heart. 

3. This Principle is a Principle of Obe- 
dience ; and this 15 no other but the two 

F former 


former Principles of Faith and Love cons 
ſpiring together to do the, Will of Chriſt. 
Chriſt is at the right hand of God, and the 
Soul by Faith and Love 1s at-the right hand 
of ChriSt, Pſal.4.5.9. ready to hear and do 
all his pleaſure, Ver. 10. Faith hath two 
Eyes,& while(t one is uponthe propitiato- 
ry Crols,the other is upon the holy Crown 
of Jeſus. Love hath two Hands, 'and 
whil'(t one1s thruſt into his fide and bleeds» 
ing Wounds, the other is buſte in kee 
ing his righteous Laws and Crntmaniih 
No ſooner doth a Command drop down 
from him, but Faith catches it up 3 Oh! 
ſays Faith, this comes from the King of 
Kings and mult be done 3 and: this great 
King (ſays Love) obeyed for me evento 
the Croſs, and how can I do leſs than obey 
"gp ? His commandments are all right, his 
yoke eaſte, bis ſervice freedom, and his love 
conſtraining. x 
3. This Principle ſets the Will intoa right 
Frame in reſpect of that great Obſtaclr, 
Sin. Sin ſeparates between God and' the 
Soul, but this Principle ſeparates between 
the Soul and Sinzand this tn three reſpects. 
1. As it 18a Principle of Evangelical 
Sorrow, Sin 1s contratted with pleature 
and mult be diſlolved with forrow, _ 
TALLS 
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'- this diffolation will not be kindly, unleſs 
the Sorrow be Evangelical ; Legal'\Sor- 
row is a preparative to Converſion,” but 
Evangelical is an effential ingredientin it 3 
m Legal forrow the Heart breaks under 
the Fears of Hell and Death, but in E- 
vangelical it thaws. under the Beams of 
free Grace; it melts for the exceeding fin- 
fulneſs of Sin, it bleeds over the bleeding 
Woundsof Chriſt, it grieves at the griev- 
ings of the holy Spirit, it bluſhes and 
ſhames it ſelf for the ſtains caſt upon Gods 
Glory,& itis offended & full fraught with 
diſplicency at its many & great offences of 
the divine Majeſty.This is Airy #7 Srov,ſor- 
row according to God, 2 Cor. 7. 10. Sorrow 
for Sin as Sin, ſuch as God would have. 
This turns the ſweet morſels of Sin into 
bitter herbs, and the pleaſant ſtreams 
luſt into blood ; hereby Sin is in ſome de- 
gfee looſened out of the Heart. 

2, Asit 15a Principle of hatred encli- 
ning the Will to hate every falſe way. The 
Scripture ſets / out Sin as a very odious 
thing, 'tis the poyſor of aſps, Rom.3.13. the 
dogs vomit, 2Pet./2,22. a menſtruous cloth, 
Iſ2i.30.22. 103d roniakthe ſuperfluity or 
excrement of all evil, Jam. 1. 21. enmity to 
God, Kom, 8.7, the abominable thing _ 

; Goc 


God hates, Jer. 44. 44and- that with grees 
hatred, Hoj.g.3. Now the Heart (when 
this Principle is in it ). hates and -abhorrs 
the taſte of this poiſon , the ſmell of 
this vomit, the touch of this menſtruous 
cloth, the ſight or appearance of this fil- 
thy excrement, the thought of this eq- 
mity to God, and the very preſence of 
this abominable thing 3 this hatred is 
the very life and ſpirit of Repentance : Ag 
the love of Sin is the vinculum unionjs or 
vital ſpirit whereby the Soul and Sin. are 
intimately united together, ſo the hatred 
of Sin is the ſolutio vinculi, or the extinCti- 
on of that vital ſpirit, whereby the Soul 
and Sin are ſeparated one from another, 

. 3. Asitisa Principle of aQtual Refor+ 


mation or forſaking of Sin z and this is vo 


other than the two former Principles « 
Sorrow and Hatred conſpiring together to 
make away with Sin.Sorrow nails the old 


there to die in pains and agonies, and Ha- 
tred pierces into his very Heart and lets 
out his vital Blood, I mean, the love of 
Sin, that he may be ſure to die and not re- 
vive again; where theſe two are,a man ſ/uf+ 
fers in the fleſh and coſe from ſin,1 Pet. 4.1, 
he cagnot Tudy «puyſiev, commit ſin,1 Job, 
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3.9. not ſo as he did before, Sorrow for- 
bids it to be the joy of his way, and Hatred 
forbids it to be the love of his Heart, and 
both caſt it out asar wnclean thing, cauſing 
God's departure from the Soul. = 

3. As to the Aﬀections, there is a Prin- 
ciple which tunes and harmonizes them, 
and that in a threefold reſpect, 

I. 'Tis a Principle reduttive of the Af. 
fetions to the Rule of Reaſon. Godin 
Creation made Man'a Lord over Brutes.,8: 
anointed Reaſon to reign over the Aﬀe. 
Qions; but as ſoon as Man rebelled againſt 
God, all within him and without him was 
hurled into confuſion : Without,the brute 
Beaſts rebelled againſt his perſon ; and 
within, the brutiſh Luſts rebelled againſt 
his Reaſon 3; but when converting Grace - 
reduces Man into order again, then the 
beaits of the field are at peace with kim, J0h 
5.23. and the Affections of the Heart 
throw down their arms and confeſs their 
homage to the Kingdom of Reaſon. This 
Principle makes a man able to rule over his 
own ſpirit, Prov. 16. 32. and ſay with Au- 
thority to one Aﬀection, Co and it goeth, 
and to anoiher, come, and it cometh. Tis 
true, Moral Vertne doth in its way ſub- 


ject the Aﬀedtions to Reaſon , but this 
luper- 
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ſupernatural Principle doth it in a more 
excellent manner 3 there the Subjetion is 
to Realon as the ſupreme Faculty of the 

* Soul,bift here it is to it as the candle of the 
Lori. cv©n tor his fake who lighted it up 
for the guidance of the blind Faculties 3 
there it is to Reaſon as a natural Light, but 
hereit1s to 1t as ſupernaturally i[lumina- 
ted. The holy Spirit makes the Truths of 
the Goſpel ro become the Law of the mind, 
and this Law of the mind rules over the Af- 
feftions ;z the Aﬀections are the T9 9av, 
the Woman-part in us, the head of this wo» 
man is the Man or Reaſon, and the head of 
this Man is Chriſt and his holy un@ion. ,, 

2. 'Tis a Principle moderative of the 
AﬀeCtions as to the things of the World. 
Before Converſion the Earth hath its 
Throne in the Heart, but this Principle 
ſhakes the earth out of her place ;, before,the 
Aﬀections are as Sails ſpread open to the 
gales of the World, but this Principle con- 
tratts and folds- them up leſt the ſpirit of 
the World ſhould fill them : Earthly things 
are. T% ea, the ſmalleſt things of all, T 
Cor.6.2, and (where this Principle 1s) a 
very ſmall portion of them will ſuffice, A» 

- gur's dimenſum, Daniels pulſe, our Saviours 
daily bread,Panls food and raiment,Luther's 

Herring, 
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Herring, any thing with the word of bleſ- 
ſing will ſerve the turn; when there 1s 
little or nothing without, ſtill there is an 
edge, a ſelt-lufficiency of holy content 
within 3 and when there is a concourſe or 
affluence of all outward bleflings, this 
Principle is as Balaſt to keep the Heart 
from drowning and overwhelming it ſelf 
therein 5 there is ſuch an holy allay upon 
the Soul, that in the loweſt ebbs of adver- 
ſity it poſſeſſes all things 1n its God, and in 
the higheſt tidesof proſperity it will not be 
polleſied by any thing in the World : Alas! 
faith the Soul, all this is but thick clay, and 
my ſhould I lade my Eagle-attections 
with it 2 All this i5 but mW qailecio, 
much fancy, and why (hould an immortal 
Soul be ſet upon it ? The whole World is 
but 414%, a figure or ſhadow,and that Time 
(which invelopes it) is but «auggs ovvegA- 
Mes, time contratted, and contratted in- 
toa 7? vuw,for ſothe Apoſtle calls the world 
T Vuv o,cne, the now world, 2 Tim. 4. 10. 
Wherefore a ſhadow of Afﬀedtions is big 
enough for a figure,and the ſhorteſt glance 
of the Heart long enough for a 78 vi, a 
tranſient and momentany thing which pe- 
riſhes with the very uſing. TheWorld in Sexi- 
pture is ſet gut asa nullxy, 4 thing that is 

not, 


"WY Prov. 23-5; ad this Principle' deals 
with'it asſuch 3 7 #raker' mart rejoyc ls 
of he rejoicedinot, ' dud 'byy ar 'if be po eſſe 
mot; he Aﬀetions, like'tranflated' h, 
are-not found here tron becauſe" God 
hath tranſlated them. ' 
1. 3. 'Tisa Principle PAI of he 
Aﬀectiqns towards God and"the things of 
God-;z betore;'the Atfections-run down ro 
the Wotld as their Centre, 'bur this Prin+ 
ciple turns the ſtream of the Soul = 
towards God; now Love,which is the K 
of the heart.opens & unlockvit anto Gods 
Delire, . which is Love in morion; goesout 
' In holybreathings and thirſtings after > 
and if' he (tay away trom the Soul,”Hi 
which 1s'Love in expeQation, looks at 
waits for his approaches to the Soul 4' and 
when he doth approach' thither, Delight, 
which 1s Love in reſt'or acquieſcente;Joyy 
and keeps ſabbath in his preſeace;/and leſt 
this Sabbath-(hauld be broken, Fear,which 
1s the Soul's Sentinel, watches agaiciſh Sin as 
the great mak@bateand incendiaty'$''and 
when Sin offers 'to enter rhe Soul, Hatred, 
which is the Sout's Guard, ſhuts the doors 
nar it with an holy dilplicency and an- 
athys and if-it do enter there, Anger, 
ch is the Soul's hens ſtrikes at-it 
| Dd with 
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| with indignation, and Sorrow, which is 


the Soul's Iflue, veats and lets out the.cor- 
rupt blood and humoyrs out of it 3 and 
(om is the heat and height of all ) Zeal 

ts the Soul on fire and makes it burn 
e kno, in that which-is good, for the Glo- 
ry of God whois the ſupreme Goad, and 
againſt the commiſſion of Sin which is the 
ſupreme Evil. Thus the whole no\irdua 
trade or converſe of the AﬀeGions ir in hea- 
per, Phil, 3. 20,, This Principle ſets the 
Heart upon God above all; it may and 
doth love. Creatures as the Prints of his 
Power and Goodneſs, Ordinances as the 
Conduit-pipes of his Grace and Spirit,and 
Saints/as the lively Pictures and Refembl- 
ances of his Holineſs, butit ſets the Heart 
vpon God above all. This Principle is a 
Fixe dropt dawn from Heaven into the 
Heart to conſume the droſs of Corruption, 
and inflame the AﬀeGtions tawards Gad ; 
"tis a touch from Chriſt riſen and fitting in 
Glory to raiſe up the Atections out of; the 
Tombs and Graves of earthly Vanitics, 
and to. quicken and inſpire them. with the 
life of God, that God may- be al in al 
therein, 


2. Waving (ſhewed what. Converſion is 
1n the firſt inſtant, Iprocede —— 
6 n 
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In the firſt inftant the Lamps of Grace arc 
made, in the ſecond they are lighted up3 
in the firſt iriſtant the new Creature 1s be- 
gotten of God in all its parts and propor- 
tions, in the ſecond it ts born into the ſp- 
ritual World z im thefirft inſtant the Tree 
of Righteouſneſs is planted, in the ſecond 
it budsand bloſloms and brings forth pre- 
cions frint ; there is arr actuation of gra= 
ctous Principles, an aftual turning of the 
Soul to God. The Underftanding doth 
actually fee Cod as the fupreme End , 
Chriſt as the true Way,and Sin as the great 
Obſtacle. +The Will, as to God the ſu- 
prom: End, doth aftually breathe after 
im in holy defires, fix on-him by ferious 
purpoſes and reft in him fiducally and 
complacentially for all happigeſs. As to 
Chriſt, the true way, it doth aQually em- 
brace and receive him as a Prophet for 
Guidance and Inſtruftion,. as a Prieſt for 
SatisfaGtion and Intcreefftron, and as a King 
1m the Government of his Spirit and Word. 
And as to Sift, the great Obſtacte, it doth 
actually farround it with Sorrow, fight a- 
inſt it with Hatred, and overcome it 
by a real Reformation. The Afﬀedtions 
do aQaally bow down tmder Reaſons Sce- 
prre, 'come- off from the World's Breaſts, 
| Dd 2 and 
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and aſcend up- in:holy Flames towards 
God ; and under this {andtified and actu- 
ally returning Soul, the members of the 
Body become 07s Iuewoodms, weapons of 
righteouſneſs , actually. performing and 
executing the commands thereof, Thus 
all the Habits and Principles of Grace are 
actuated,and all the Powers and Faculties 
of Man are actually returned unto God. 
Now this actual Converſion comes into 
Being three ways. 

1. Asfrom the inward vital Principles 
of Grace, there is a divine Life and Vi- 
gour 1n them putting forth the Soul to 
Acts congruous and connatural thereuntoz 
the divine nature will be ſhewing forth it 
ſelf, the well of living water will be ſpring» 
ing up, the ſeed of God will be ſhooting 
forth, the kingdom of heaven, though but 
as4 grain of Muſtard-ſeed, will at laſt be- 
come a Tree. . When there is a Principle 
of right Knowledge in the Underſtanding, 
it is a well-ſpring of life, Prov. 16, 22. and 
the wiſe (who have lt ) ſhall wnderſtand 
Dan.12 lo. When there 1s a Principle. of 
ReGQitude in the Will, zntegrity_ will guide 
it and dirc& its way, Prov, 11, 3, 5. the 
WWD the redtitudes or rightneſſes will love 


Jeſu Chrift, Cant.1.4. that is, ſuch hears 
| as 


Pod 
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as have right Principles in them will aſs 
ſuredly love him, for the Byaſs of thoſe 
Rrinciples draws to it 3 converting Iſrael 
will caſt forth his roots, Hoſ.14.5. the root 
of Faith caſts forth it ſelf in aQual behev- 
ing, the root of Love in actual loving 3 
The root of the righteous yieldeth its fruit, 
Prov.12.12. The very Nature of theſe Prin- 
ciplesis to diſpoſe the Soul to aCtual Con- 
verſion. ' Even moral Vertues diſpoſe to 
moral Ads, how much more do ſuperna- 
tural Principles diſpoſe to fpiritual Acts? 
Moral Habits are of our own houſe, but ſu- 
pernatural Principles are of a higher Ex- 
traction, coming down from Heaven and 
ſtiled the vertnes of God, 1 Pet. 2.9. there- 
fore there muſt needs be more Vertue and 
Vigour in them than in mvral Habits, 
which come forth out of Principles of Rea- 
ſon and are the Vertues of Men, 

2. Actual Converſion comes into Being, 
as from the aſſiſtant and auxiliary Grace of 
God. When the Apoſtle gives account 
of himſelf as to the Principles of Grace, he 
ſaith, By the grace of God Tam that Iam ; all 
his ſpiritual Eſſence was from free Grace : 
When he gives an account of himſelf as to 
the exerciſe of Grace, he ſaith, I /abonred, 

yet hot I, but the Grace of God which was 
Dd 3 with 


ith me, 1 Cor. 15, TO. auxiliary -Grace 
(which was with him) moved the Princi- 
ples of Grace ( which made - 1 his ſpiritu- 
al Eflence )into aCtual exerciſe. The new 
Creatnre can no-more do ought of it ſelf 
than the old .; As natural Agents live and . 
move in the God of Nature, ſo ſpiritual 
Agents liveand move 1n theGod of Grace. 
Wheretfore,that there may be aGtual Cons 
verlion indeed, there 1s help from the holy 
One, a quickning virtue from God, Pſal,119, 
37- 4 ſtirring up and fluttering over the neft 
gracious Principles, Dent, 32.11. 4 ſup- 
3b of the 8pirit, Phil. 1. 19, and grace with 
our <prrit. Philem,Nerx. 25, nay, ina ſober 
ſence, Immanuel, God with us, WY MW the 
Lord with 4 to encline our hearts to him, 
1 Kings 8. 57,58. God himſelf is as dew to 
Ijrael, and then the roots of Grace caſt 
forth themſelves, Hoſ, 14.5. God blows and 
breathes upon his garden by auxiliaryGrace, 
and then the ſpices thereof flow out 1n the 
actual exerciſe of Grace, Cant.4.16. 

3. Actual Converſion comes into Being 
as from. the Squl'it ſelf. 7;z:othy mult 
eveatemveaw, fliy or blow up his grace, 2 Tim. 
1.6. auxiliary Grace ſtirs and blows up 
the Principles of Grace, the Principles of 
Grace (tir and blow up the Soul, _ 

ou 
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Soul, by virtue of thoſe Principles and AC 
ſiſtances,ſtirs and blows up it ſelf unto a- 
Qnal Converſion. Anima (as a Learned 
Man hath it) priu+ as agit, & privvs mote 
movet, & prius a Deo converſx convertit ſe 
ad Denm. Hence in Scripture Conhverſi- 
on is ſtiled 91's aF, be believes to righte- 
ouſneſs, Rom.1to.to. he returns 10 the Lord 
with all his heart, 1 Sam.7.3. he giuts hims 

If unto the Lord, 2.Cor.8.5. he obeys to the 
form of yon, Rom. 6.17. (till it 
is #24#s at: Where we may note a re- 
markable difference between habitual and 
actual Converſion ; in the produQion of 
actual Converſion Man is active, but in the 
produQtion of gracious Principles he is 

ſive. Weread in Scripture of men be- 
ing and repenting, but we never read 
of any than who made himſelf ; #etv heart 
and a new ſpirit z theſe are of God's make 
only, but being made, the man(in whom 
they are ) through auxiliary Grace doth 
aCually turn to God. | 
Having ſhewed what Converſion is in 
the firſt and ſecond inſtant thereof, I paſs 
on tothe next and laſt Pere; vis. 

 3- Whois the Worker of Converſion? 

and this I ſhall cleave afurider into three 
Dd 4 1, Whether 
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1. Whether God be,not the Author of 
Converſion, ?,- 

2. After what manner it.is wrought : * 

3. Whether God's Will be not always 
accompliſhed therein ? | 

.1., Whether God henot the Author of 
it 2, And.to this Scripture and Reaſon an- 
{ver in the athrmative. 

7. Scripture aſſerts it 3 there Canver- 
ſion is painted out under varjous Notions. 
With reference roourold Corruption, 'tis 
called a new, heart ;, with reference. to the 
Seed of the Word, 'tis 2 generation 3 with 

teference to. our natural Birth, 'tis & rege- 
reration 3. with reference to the Law 1n the 
Letrer,. tis the bo in the heart ;, with re- 
ference. tothe, World, 'tis 2 heqvenly call 
ext of it 5 with reference to Satan, 'tis 4 


tranſlation out Us hjs kingdom ; z with refe- 


rence to Chriſt, tis a coming to him by faith, 
with reference to God, 'tis 4; returning or, 
converſion to, him 3 with reference to our 
death in Sins, tis a reſurre@ion, 4 quickning 
of the dead; with retcrence tg our nullity 
Io Spirituals, tis 4 creation gr, 4 Hew creas, 
ture, The Scripture phraſes it. many ways, 


but ill it ſets pond Gad as the ſupreme 


Author of it: e.it anew Heart, God is 
the; giver of it, Ezck.36.26. be it a Gene» 
ration 
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ration or Regeneration,. God is #he = 
of it, Jar.1.18. be it the Law in-the 
God 18 the writer of it, Heb.8.10. be 1 it a 
Call out of, the World, God; is the caller, 
2\Tim. 1.9. be ita Tranſlation out of Sa-; 
. tan's Kingdom, God is #be [tranſator, Col. 
1.13; be it a\coming to. Chriſt, -God is the. 
drawer, Joh..6. 44. be it a turning or re- 
turning to God, God. is the converter to 
him the Church prays, Turn x, 0 Lord,and 
we ſhall be turned, Lam.5.21. beit a Reſur- 
rection, God is the quickrer, Eph.2.5. beit. 
a new Creation, Gods the creator and we 
are Tonue Wres, bis workmanſhip created in: 
Chriſt Jeſus, Eph.2.10. Every way God'is' 
the Author of Converſion; even in Actual 
Converſion, whileſt the A& is' Man's, the 
Grace is God's 3 for he worketh the Will. 
and: the Deed. 

2. Reaſon evinces this, and chat: 3 Ways. 
: I, Creature-weaknelſs needs it, Man 
cannot convert himſelf; the Natural man 

5 de xtlou, receiveth not the things of God, 
1 Cor.2.14. nay, s va, he cannot be ſub- 
Je@ to God's, Law,; Rom. 8.3. as to God: 
27 "1 he wants a beart, Prov.9.4. a.Stone: 
he bath, which reſiſts God' s Will,. but 4 
heart he hath not to obey,the ſame. HisWill 
15 tot4 cupiditas, a Luſt "or than a Will, 
no 
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no wonder if he cannot by his owh power 
corivert himſelf. Converſion is a thing 
above the Sphere of lapſed Nature, nay, 


| beyond the line of Angels z Man's Heart is 


ſo dark, that thoſt fars of light cannot ir- 
radiate it, and ſo cold, that thoſe flames of 
love cannot warm it ; there is ſich an Iron+ 
ſinew init, as the heaverly hoſts (which ex- 
cel iis ftrength ) cannot bow,but muſt leave 
it to the Arms of the Almighty, and when 
he doth it, they joy over the Convert as 
a wonder of Power and Grace. 

2, The Excellency of the Work calls 
for it. The Body of Nature isa rare piece, 
but the Soul of Man is of a nobler valne, 
and it the Soul, 'converting Grace (which 
is but an Accident ) is worth more than 
the Soul it ſelf, "tis the Soul's Redai- 
tude, *tis glory within, 'tis the precious hid- 
den man of the” heart , "tis the very i- 
mage of God, 'tis Chrift formed in we,"tis 
anima in centro, the Soul centred m God, 
joined unto him, and after a wonderful 
manner becoming one ſpirit with him, *tis 
Faith m the true one, Love in the effen- 
rial Love, «4 mid light in the Lord, and 4 
Will at liberty in-che Will of the primune 
khberum, arid who can be Author there- 
of 'but God ateffe? God made all ny 
hag : 
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ab Angelo nſque ad verneiculan, from' the © 
Angel in Heaven to the Worm on: Earth; 
but mm Converſion he makes a poor Worm 
angelize: God muſt be owned in 
Atom! of Nature , how much more" m 
the great Work: of Grace? This is one 
of the | To! purza\iin 7% Is, the wonderful 
works of God, Ar, 2.1 ER Auſtin tells a 
Story of one, who was fedu- A 
_ firſt but to deny God's ***** 
Creatorſhip in the Fly, afterwards came 
to deny it in the Bird, and then in the 
Beaſt, and at laſt in Man : But if any one 
ſhould procede ſo far as to 'deny him in 
Converfion, it would be more prodigious 
Blaſphemy than all the reſt.SavingGrace is 
a ray or ſparkle of the Deity, a thing merely 
x7" De0v, according to God, Eph. 4.24. there 
is more of God to be ſeen in it than in all 
the World of Creatures beſides, and by 
conſequence to deny him in that is more 
than to deny him 1n all the reſt. 

3. The Almightineſs of Grace can only 
effect it, As the Scripture ſets out Con- 
verfion asa great Work, ſo it ſets out an 
almighty Grace as the Cauſe thereof. He 
that'believes,acording to ſome Scriptures, 
thatin the work of Converſion there 1s 
4 reſurretfion of the ſoul from the dead, # 


tranſ- 
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thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh, 


transformation of a flony heart into fleſh,and 
4 Creation .of a new heart and new ſpirit, 
muſt alſo believe, according to-. other 
Scriptures, that in the production of that 
Work there 1s put forth-4 divine power, 
excellency of power, and exceeding grorarf 
of power, ſuch as raiſed up, Chriſt from the 
dead. In Converſion there is not only a 
light ſhining round about the Sinner, So 
alight ſhining into him ; not only a waking 


of a fleepy Will, but a quickwing of a dead 


one 3. not only a propoſal of divine Ob- 
zjeas, but an infuſion of divine Principles : 
therefore the Grace effeCting it mult be 
almighty. Thatin the Prophet| [wil/ put my 


Spirit within you,andcauſe you to walk in my 


ſtatutes, Ezek.36.27.]is as much a word of 


Power as the Frat which made the World ; 
that 1n the Goſpel [ the. howr cometh and 
now is when the dead ſhall hear the woice 0 

the Son of God, and they that hear ſhall live, 
Joh.5.25.] ſounds out as great an efficacy 


as that other, Lazarus eome forth; nothing 


leſs than almighty Power can effet it; 
2. After what manner is it wrought 2 
Our Savisur ſets out the Myſtery of Re-. 


generation by the Wind, the wind blaweth: 


where it liſketh, and thou heareſt the ſound. 


and 
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and whither it gaeth.; f is every one-that is®£Gﬀ © 
born of the Spirit, Joh. 3.8. In Regenera- | 
tion the Spirit blows with ſuch a ſound as 
breaks the Stone 1n the Heart, and with 
ſuch lively gales as quicken the dead Soul, 
| but the manner of this Work is ina great 
meaſure ſecret and incomprehenſible by us. 
If we know.,not how the Bones: grow in 
the Womb, how much leſs how Chriſt is 
formed in the Heart. No man perfedtly 
knows the leaſt Atom or Duſt in Nature, 
how much leſs the grand Myſtery of Grace? 
Here then we muſt procede with great 
modeſty and ſobriety, keeping as cloſe as 
may be to the line and, level of Scrip- 
ture. Now here I ſhall make a threefold 
Enquiry. 

14. Whether the Word of God bethe 
Means or Inſtrument of Converſion ? 

2. Whether the Will of Man be convert- 
ed by the Intervention of the enlightned 
Underſtanding ? (pe 

3. Whether theWork of Converſion be 
wrought in an irreſiſtible way ?- 

I. Whether the Word be the Means or 
Inſtrument - of Converſion? And here I 
ſhall endeavour two things. 

1, I will prove that itis fo. 

+ 2. I will enquire. how far or. in what 
ſence it may be called ſo? 1. I 
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' 7, I ſhall prove that it is ſo, and that by 
three Arguments. n 

I, Plan Scripture afferts tt. 

2, Succeffive Experience ſhews it. 

+3. The Analogy between the Principles 

of the new Creature and the Properties of 
the Word induces it, 

' _.. I Plain Scripture aſſerts it, Faith com- 
eth by hearing and hearing by the word of 
God, Rom.10.17. the holy ſcriptures are able 
fo makg wiſe unto ſalvation, 2 Tim. 3.15. 
the Law is perfe@ converting the ſonl, Pal. 
T9. 7. the Goſpel is the power of God to ſal- 
vation to the believer, Rom. 1.16. and for 
the Unbeliever who accounts it fooliſhneſs 
and weaknefs, the Apoſtle affures us that 


the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer thin men, and 
the weakneſs -4 God is ftronger than men, 
0 


I Cor.1.25. ſo much wiſer as to out-rea- 
ſon their carnal Underſtanding, and fo 
much ſtronger as to ont-wreltle- their car- 
nal Wills and Aﬀe@ions. The Goſpet 'tis 
Miniſterium Spiritks , the ang anger of 
the Spirit, 2 Cor. 3.8. the Golden Pipe, 
through which the Oll of Grace 1s'empti-: 
ed out into mens Hearts, and the great 
Organ, through which the holy Ghoſt 
breathes ſpiritual Life into them 3 'tis the 


ſeed of the new creature, we are begotten by 
the 
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the word of truth, Jame.1.28. born again not 
of corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, by 
the word of God which liveth and abideth 
for ever, 1 Pet«h+23. tis the white horſe upox 
which Chrif-rides conquering and to cox- 
qner, Rev. 6.2. Converljon is a Cong 
over the Minds and Wills of Men, and for 
the obtaining thereof, Chriſt rides 27" 
wpor the mord of truth, Pſal. 45.5. and' be» 
cauſe there be high things and ſtrong holds 
in mens Hearts, the Word is as a mighty 
Engine in his hands to. ceſs down thoſe 
heights and holds and captivane every thought 
to himſelf, 2 Cor.10.4,5. The Apoltle tak- 
ing notice of the work of Faith, labour of 
Love and patience of Hope in the Theb 
falonians, 1 Theſ. 1. 3. gives us a clear ac» 
count whence thoſe choice Graces came, 
the fontal Cauſe of them was EleG&ion,Ver. 
4-and the inſtrumental the Goſpel, Ver. 5. 
For ( faith he ). our Goſpel came nnto you not 
in word only, but in pomer and in the ho 
Ghoſt, and in. much. aſſurance. In a word 
All the Current of Scripture ſeals up. this 
Trath. | 

2.' Succeſiive Experience ſhews it. St. 
Peter at once caught 3000.Souls in the Net 
of the Goſpel; AGs 2.41. St. Pawl cameto 
the Romans «4 TAugdyaxli: Loyias, iu: the 

fulneſs 
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Fulneſs of the evangelical bleſſing, Rom. 151 


29. the Corinthians were his ſeal, x Cor. 9. 
2. and the Theſlalonians bis joy and crown, 
I Theſſ. 2:19, In all Agesgf. the Church, 
God's Minilters-have had a/proof of Chriſt 
ſpeaking in them, and God's People have 
felt the Word to be Spirit and Life to 
them ; 1n all places. where God's Name 
hath'been recorded, his bleſſing hath been 
afforded; where the Seed: of the Word 
hath been ſown, new Creatures more” or 
leſs have ſprung up out of it. Were there 
a general Aſſembly of the Firlt-born,what 
ſtories would they tell us about the power 
of the. Word? One would ſay, Hell flaſh- 
edin,my face out of ſuch a Fhreatning 3 
another, Heaven opened to. me infſuch a 
Promiſe ; a'third, the Beauty of. Holineſs 
appeared to me in fuch a Precepr ; every 
one in the Language of ' bis own Expert» 
ence would ſpeak forth the-wonders.of rhe 
Word. : How many. have been '\forced»by 
the power ' of it:to fall downy' and wor- 
ſhip, and ſay, God is in it.of atruth# How 
many have experimentally felt it, pointing 
out their darling:Luſt;placking-again.and 
again at the Iron-finew in their Wills, lifts 
ing and 'thruſting: hard at the 'World in 
theirHearts,and at;laſt carrying away o_ 
24” outs 
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Souls in a fiery Chariot of holy Aﬀecti- 
ons towards God in Chriſt 2 The comrhon 
ſenſe of Chriſtians bears witneſs to the 
Efficacy of it; G bc 4 

3. The Analogy between the Principles. 
of the new Creatute and the Properties of 
the Word induces it; If we compare the 
| Underſtanding of the new Creathre with 
the Word there isa Principle of excelent 
knowledge,and here is the word of trath,Eph. 
1.13: there is a lively and ſpiritual Know- 
ledg, and hete are /ively oracles, AF;7. 38, 
and words which are (2 and life, Joh. 6. 
63. there isa near and intimate knowledg, 
and here is a word quick ad powerful, pier- 
ting into the very ſoul and ſpirit, Heb, 4.12; 
there is a divine Faith ot perſwaſion, and 
hete are faithful ſayings worthy of af] atcey- 
tation, 1 Tim.4.9. there is a Clear Viſlon, 
an open-fac'd Knowledge, and here is 4 
clear Revelation,  pirre g/aſs tellecting the 
Glory of God upou the heart, 2 Cor.3.18: 
there 1s a ptaQtical Knowledge, and here 
is a doFrine attording to goutmef t Ti74.6, 
3. Again, if we compiire the Will of the 


new Creature with the Word ; there are 
holy Defites breathiag after, and holy Re- 
ſolutiotis fixing upon God a3 the ultimate 
Etid, atid here ate 'the godd# 4nd the frails ; 
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Eccl. 12,11, which ſtir up thoſe Deſires, 


| and faſten thoſe Reſolutions in the Heart 3 


there 1s Freedom indeed, ſpiritual Liber- 
in the ways of God, and here is free- 
making truth, Joh.8.32. and a law of liber- 
ty, Fam. 1.25. there is a fiducial and com- 
placential reſt in God, and here are Ayo 
Tigtws, words of faith to lean upon, 1 Tim. 
4-6. and 97 27 words of delight to take 
pleaſure in, Eccleſ. 12.10. there is a cloſing 
with Chriſt in all his Offices, as Prophet, 
Prieſt and King, and here 1s this Prophet 
ſpeaking to us, this Prieſt dying and as it 
were crucified before our eyes, & this King 
upon his Throne with a Sceptre of Righte- 
ouſneſs in his hand; there is a ſorrow for.& 
hatred of Sin,and here is that which pricks 
s at the heart, and ſhews us Sin as ax 4bo- 
minable thing. If we compare the Aﬀe- 
Ctions of the new Creatuze with the 
Word; there is a reduGion of the Afﬀes> 
ions unto Reaſon, and here is Reaſon in 
its height and pureneſs ; there the World 
hath but a very low place, and here it hath 
but avery mean charaQer ; there the Af 
fetions are inflamed towards God, and 
here's the holyFire which makes owr hearts 
burn.within us towards him, Every way 
there is a wonderful Analogy between the 
| | Principles 
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Principles of the'New Creature and tht 
Prop decks of 'the Word, which plainly 
ſeals forth the aptneſs and congruity 
of the Word to be a Means or Inſtrument 
of Converſion. 
| 2. How fir or in what ſence may 'the 
Word” be called a Means ot Inftrunjent. 
thereof? In anſwer wheretato I (hall firſt 
lay down. two things as common Concefs 
ſions, and then come to the main @nere® 
 Thetwo Conceflions are theſe, | 
1. Thit the Word is a Meats or Tnſtru- 
ment of the Preparatives to Converſion; 
'tis #5 @ fire and a hantmer, Fer. 23.29. When 
the holy Ghoſt blows in_this Fire , pon 
the Confeſence, every - Sin looks like a 
Spark of Hell ; when the Almighty Arms 
i home this hammer, it breaks the rocky 
Heart all to pieces. No ſooner doth the 
Commandment come home to the Heart, 
but fr revives and the ſinner es, Rom, 7+ 
9. theSin, which before lay as dead in 
the ſleepy Conſcience , now lives and 
gnaws - wel the Heart, as if the aever- 
dying Worm were there; the (i innet,who 
before was alive in his own Self-righteouſ: 
neſs 'and Self-ſufficiency , now is a dead 
man; one who hath the ſentence of death in. 
biogieth, and feels asit were the pangs, of 
dM ic Conſctence. Ee 4 5.That 
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*. 2. That the Word isa Means or Inſtru- 
ment to reduce the Principles of Grace in- 
to. aftual Converſion. When God' ſtirs 
up and flutters. over the Neſt of gracious - 
Principles, *tis by the wings of the Spirit 
and Word ; when the Spices of the Gar- 
den flow out, 'tis from the North and South 
wind, the Spirit blowing in Threatnings or 
Promifes. That which makes the Roots 
& Graces.caſt forth themſelves into Ads, 
is the Dew of auxiliary Grace, and that 
Dew falls with the Manna of the Word, 
That Grace with our Spirit, which ſtirs up 
the Principles of Grace into exerciſe, comes 
in the clothing or inveſtiture of ſome holy 
Truth or other. Hence the Apoſtle counts 
it one of his Maſter-pieces, ytigav, to ſtir 
up pure minds by bis Epiſftles,2 Pet.3.1. 
Theſe -two Concelltions being laid 
down,the main 2x#re is touching the pro- 
dudion of gracious Principles, , Whether 
as to that, the Word may not be an Inſtru- 
ment in God's Hand ? Many learned Di- 
vines (peak of the Word as operating only 
morally and objefively. Mr, Pemble d1- 
ſtinguiſhes thus 53 Inſtruments are either 
cooperative or paſhive, and the Word 
mult be one of- the two 5 COOPerUvE it 


1s.not, moving or working on the Soul by 
any 
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any inward force of it ſelf, it is therefore 
in it {elf a paflive inſtrument working on- 
ly per modum objeFi; now no Object what- 
ſoever hath any power per ſc to work any 
thing on the Organ, but. is only an oc- 
cafion of working. And a little after, he 
ſaith thus, I cannot better expreſs the man- 
ner how the holy Ghoſt uſeth the Word 
in the work of Santification, than by a 
ſimilitude 3 Chriſt meeting a dead Coarſe 
in the City of Naiz, touches the Bier and 
utters theſe words, Toung man, I ſay unto 
thee, ariſe ;- but could theſe words do any 
thing to raiſe him 2? No, 'twas Chriſt's in- 
viſible power that quickned the dead, not 
his words which only declared what he 
meant to do by his power : So in this mat- 
ter of Converſion, Chriſt bids us believe 
and repent , but theſe Commands work 
_— of themſelves, but take effett by 
the only power of God working upon 
the Heart. Thns that learned man. But 
methinks this is too low ; the Word of it 
ſelf operates morally and objectively, and 
(hall it do no more as clothed and accom- 
panied by the holy Spirit? Surely the Scri- 
pture-ſtrains touching the Wotds Ethcacy 
are ſo high, that it cannot be »udum ſignum, 
no, not as to the production of gracious 
Ec 3 Principles z 
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Principles z St. James is exprels, of his. own 
will 'begat be us, Ad yo d\wtdias, with the ward 
of truth, Jams. 1.18, and St. Paul is more 
emphatical 3 7» Chriſt Jeſus. I have begot- 


' ex you 3x Th doaſyt) is, by or threugh the 


Gaſpel, 1 Cor.4.15. tis not x7 mi dalyehygy, 
according to the Goſpel, but 3 Ts Ldfys- 
Az, by or through the Goſpel, as pointing 
put'the Inſtrumentality of it in the Gene+ 
rationof the new Creature. And St. Peter 
is yet in a higher ſtrain ; We are'bbrx again 
ot of corruptible ſeed but of  incorruptible, 
I Md y&,by the word of God which liveth and 
abideth for ever, 1 Pet.1:23. Where, belides 
the emphatical 3&, the Word 1s {ted no 
Jels than the incorruptible Seed; not an- 
ly'a Sampler externally ſhewing the. fi 
yu and lineaments of the new Creature, 
ut 4 ſeed too ſpringing up inta, 'and for 
ever hivirg in the new Creature, ' Faith 
(which is the new Creatures Head )..s 
'$# 6x15, 'by or out of hearing the ward, Rom. 
10.17. and ſo are all'thofe fapQifying Gra- 
tes,” which as jt were make up the new 
Creatures Body : For thus our 'Saviour 
prays ; Sanfife them through thy truth, thy 


word is trith,Joh:17.17.and thus he pradtt- 


ſes too, he'ſandtifies & cleanſes bisChurch by 
the word,Epb.5.26.. Surely thoſe Scriptures 
EE IARC OP on IA LI: 6-03 which 
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which are able cxplon!, ts wake wiſe to ſal- 
vation, 2 Tim. 3.15, muſt do ſomewhat as 
to the Principles of Knowledge 1n the 
Underſtanding ; that Law , which is 
MPVD converting or reſtoring the ſoul, Þſal. 
, I$5.7. muſt do ſotnewhat as to the Princi- 


plesof Grace in the Will; that Word, 
which is Iv1&4&v@- wen, able.to ſave the 


ſoul, Jam.1.21. muſt alſo be able to ſancti- 


fie it, becauſe without holineſs there is 
 noſeeing of God 3; that Dodrine, which 
is Uy1alvsom Mteononia, healing doGrine , 


I Tim2.1,10. muſt operate ſomewhat as ta 
the Principles of Grace which. heal the 


deadly wound of Original Corruption. 
The,converted Corinthians were Chrift*s 
Epiſtle, and the Apoſile*s too, written by the 
holy Spirit, and miniftred by the Apoite 
alſo, 2 Cor. 3. $ 3. The Apoſtle's weapons 
were mighty through God to captivate &- 
very thought to chrif 2 Cor. 10.4,5. which 
could not be if they were not alſo mighty 
through God to ſet up Chriſt's Throne in 
the heart. Theſe Scriptures conſtrain 
me to believe, that the Word doth ape» 
rate in the produQtion of gracious Prin- 
ciples, only not as it is alone or ſeparate 
from the holy Spirit, for ſo it operates on- 
ly morally and objectively ; but as it 1s 
Ee 4 clothed 


s 
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may paſs away as to its ſougds and 
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clothed in the power: and virtue of the 
Spit, for ſoit becomes ſpirit and life to 
the Soul. As for the Similitude uſed. by 
Mr. Pexpble, | conceive that the railing of 
the young. man from a natural Death, and 
the raifing of a ſinner; from a ſpiritug] 
Death are nat every way-parallel.; For in 
that there was no capacity at all jn the na- 
tuarally dead to receive the wordsof Chriſt, 
1n this there is a paſliye capacity in the 
ſpiritually dead to take jn the Word of 
God as from a diyine Impreſſion ; tn that 
the words of Chriſt. entred not at all into 
the naturally dead, in this theWord of God 


enters into the ſpiritually dead, even in- 


timately into his very heart; in that .the 


words of Chriſt were tranſient and paſſed 


away, in this the Werd of God thang it 
f | ylla- 
bles,: yet as to its ſubſtance it lives and a- 


bides for ever in the new Creature ; 


Wherefore (theſe differences conſidered) 
] conclude, That Chriſt's words were only 
declarative in that Reſurrefion,but God's 
Word tis operative alſo in this. The man- 


.ner how God works gracious Principles 


in and by his Word asan Inſtrument, is a 
Secret which I dare not pry into; only for 
a little moxe illuſtration of the Words Et- 
$0 Bod & w > | G F: Cs * © d 3 »* , bk: 2 ficacy 
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ficacy in the production of gracious Prins 
ciples, there are two Inſtants or Moments 
to be diſtinftly conſidered... - 

* _ 1. The firſt Inſtant or Moment is that 
wherein there is a cloſe Application and 
intimate Inning of the Word in the Heartz, 
in common Auditors the Word 1s upon 
the Heart, but here it is in it 3 in tempo- 
rary Believers the Word is in ſome degree 
in the heart; but here it is in it intimately, 
This cloſe Application 1s excellently ſet 
out in Scripture 3: 'tis 2 #ail faſtned, Ecclef. 
12.11. 'tis a word engrafted, Jam.1.21. 'tis 
inſtruftion ſealed, Job 33.16. *tis the Law 
put and writtex in the heart, Heb. 8. 1o.'tis 
wiſdom entring into the heart, Prov. 2. 10. 
tis the Apoſtles &or9%s, or entrance into kis. 
auditors, 1 Theſſ. 2.1. 'tis the word having « 
place in us, Joh.8.37. and ſuch a place as to 
root 1n our hearts 5 thus Job ſays of him» 
ſelf 937 UW the root of the word is found.in. 
me, Fob 19.28. and this Root is ſuch as will 
abide in us and become the: incorruptible 
ſeed of the new Creature, This cloſe Ap» 
plication is a glorious work of God, and 
' the Ward isnot altogether paſſive there- 
In, but in the hand of the Spirit 'tis quick, 
andip owerſul, as a ſharp Sword piercing and 
Cutting its way into the heart, Heb, 4. 1 . 
an 
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and-as a mighty Engine caſting down ima- 
ginations and high things there, 2 Cor. 10. 
5.that it ſelf-may have a place and Throne 
inthe ſame. 

© 2, The fecond Inſtant or Moment is 
that wherein God in and by the Word, 
ſointimately tinned in the Heart,doth pro- 
duce the Principles of Grace there; in the 
firſt Moment the indwelling Word makes 
the Heart a ſpiritual Bethlehem, a Houſe of 
Bread, in the ſecond Chrift is ſpiritually 
born there ; in the firſt Moment the imcor- 


ruptible Seed is ſown in the Heart, in the 


ſecond it ſprings up into a new Creature. 
The Scripture ſeems to me to hold out 
this Method very clearly, the engrafted 
word is able to ſave the ſoul, Jam. 1.21. the 
Word faves the Soul, but not merely as 
outwardly expreſſed, but as inwardly en- 
grafted. Faith comes by hearing the word, 
Rom. 10.17. but 1s that a mere outward 
hearing? No furely, there is a hearing of 
the Father and ſo a coming to Chriſt, Joh. 6. 
45-' There'is the powerful and intimate 
demonſtration of the Spirit, and ſo faith 


fhands in the power of God, 1 Cor. 2. 4, 5+ 


that is'to Gyn that power of God(whych 
mtimately demonſtrates and cloſely*ap- 


plies the Word unto the Heart) as its true 
: - Cauſe 
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Cauſe and Foundation, When the'Apo- 
{te ſpeaks ofthe Theſlalonians Faith and 
Love, £ Thef.1.3+ he there opens the cauſes 
thereof, vis. the fontal Cauſe God's Ele- 
Gon, Ver, 4. and the inftrumental Cauſe 


the Goſpel, Ver. 5, but how could the 


Goſpel be an Inſtrument > The, Apoſtle 
tells us, that 1t came to\them wot in: word 
only,. but itz yower and in the boly Ghaſt 3 it 
was ſtrongly and (weetly ſet'home upon 
the Heart, and from that Impreſs came 
Faith and Love. The Wiſe Man would 
have the Ward kept in the midſt of the 


Ee 


beart, and his Reaſon its, becauſe it i life, 

Prov. 4.21,22. The d1n the Ear on- 
| ly is but a tranfſent 4G: but the Word 

in/the' mid{t of the Heart is Spirit: and 
Lite, Job proves the truth of his Grace 
thus, The root of the word is in me, Job 
19.28. The Word as ſhining on the Head 
lights up Notions, but as rooted in the 
Heart ſprings up in Graces. St. John tells 
thg.Young Men that they are ſtroxzg,and for 
h adds this, the word of God abides 
in them, 1 Joh. 2. 14. St, Paul firſt ſpeaks 
of his «ood, or entrance into bis andi- 
tors, and then of- their turn to the living 
aud true God, 1 Theſſ.' 1.9. The entrance of 
$he word into the Underſtanding giveth 
& | light, 
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light, Pſal, 119. 130. and when it paſſeth 
fromthe Underſtanding to the Will, 'tis 
ſpiritually a word upon the wheels, and in- 
wardly becomes free-weking truth, Joh. 8. 
32. ennobling the Will with true Liberty 
in the ways of God. Epephras was in an 
Agony of Prayer forthe Coloflians, that 
they might be filled in all the will of God, 
Col.4.12. the more filling with God's Will, 
the more true Liberty in ours. St. Peter 
clearly afferts, .that we are" born again of 
the incorruptible ſeed of the word, 1 Pet. 1. 
23. In which words his plain meaning ts, 
that the Word being intimately ſown in 
the Heart, doth aagger the warming 1n- 
fluences of the h irit ſpring up into 
the new Creature; and to make this the 
plainer, he adds, that the word. lives and 
abides for ever, ſpeaking (asI take it) not 
of the Words living and abiding in it ſelf, 
but of its living and abiding. in the new 
Creature : As1t 1s with natural Seed or 
Grain ſown, the Husk or outward gart 
paſſes away, but the lively or ſubſtaMal 
art ſprings up into the Stalk, Blade and | 

Far; ſo it is with the Seed of the Word, 
the letters and ſyllables, the noiſe and 
ſound of words paſs away, but the - lively 
and ſubſtantial Truth ſprings up into. the 
| | new 


_— 
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new Creature, and in it lives and abides 
for ever. God made two'great Promiſes 
of Regeneration, the one, That ke would 
write the Lawin the heart, and the other, 
That he would give a new heart, and the lat- 
ter hefulfils by the former. 

In theſe two Inſtants,, diſtinguiſhable at 
leaſt in Nature, doth Gdd by his Word 
bring forth the Principles of Grace. Now 
here I would conclude this point, but that 
I am obviated by two ObjeQions. 

- The one abſolutely againſt the Words 
Inſtrumentality. 
 Theother againſt the Method propoſed 
inthe two Inſtants. | 

1. ObjeF. That againſt the Words In- 
ſtrumentality is this z The Production of 
gracious Principles is a Creation, and in 
Creation there can be no Inſtrument at all, 
and therefore the Word cannot be an In- 
{trument in that Production. | 

In anſwer to which Objection founded 
on Philoſophical | Principles, I think it 
were enough to ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Thy 
teſtimonies are wonderful, Pſal. 119. 129. 
or with the convicted man, God is in it of 4 
truth, 1 Cor.14.25. or with the Apoltle,The 

fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than men, and the 
weakneſs of God is ſtronger than men, 1 Cor, 

| 1.75, 
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x.25. - The Scriprures aſferting this Toftru- 
mentalicy, what if this Philoſophical Ob* 
jeftion could not be anſiveted, muſt there- 
fore the lioly Oracle” be rejeted > What 
if Reaſon carinort comprehend” it , miſt 
therefore Faith renounceit? How much 
better is that old Gloſs, Tacear Manlier in: 
Etcleſia,Let Reaſon be filent inthe Church. 
But fot ſome ſatisfation, I (Mall offer four 
things to your conſideration. 

r. Conſider who is the principal Agent, 
who but the 'Almighty ? and if he will 
appear iti the: word (as the Exprefſton is, 
AF 26.16.) what may not be done by it 2 
The Apoſtle was but ar edrther: veſſel, yet 2 
Minifter of the tuickning Spirit, becauſe 
God indvwm!, made him ny to.be \ſurh 
4 one, 2 Cor, 3.6, If he make the Word fuf- 
ficient ro regenerate, who can gainſay/t > 

2. Conſider what the Inſtrument js, 'tis 
the Word of God ; the two grand Truths 
therein are the Law and Cofpet, and what 
are theſe in their eternal 7dea? The Law is 
an -&1&5z0owun or eternal Off-ſhining from 
the divine Will as Righteous, and the Goſ- 
pel 1s an «7&0 xx or eternal Off-thining 

om the divine Will as gracious,and what 
are theyin their exterifal Revelation? The 
Scripture is ridges, breathed owt fromthe 
£2 very 
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very mind and heart of God, and therefore 
cannot be leſs than a lively Picture or: I- 
mage of the divine Will : Whereforethat 
ſuch a Word, as is the Image of the divine 
Will, ſhould m{trumentally produce the - 
new Creature, which is he | of the 
divine Natute,ſcems to me rather congru- 
ous. than impoſſible. 

3, Conſider what the Principles | of 
Grace are, they are not Subſtances, but 
Accidents, depending upon thetr Subject 
in eſſe & operari, and may more proper- 
ly be ſaid to be increated. than created; 
now if there could be no Inſtrument in 
the Creation of Subſtances, yet why may 
not there be one in. the Increation of Ac- 
cidents ? 

4. Conſider what a kind of Creation 
the production of gracious Principles is: 
Is itevery way pure Creation? How then 
is it Generation 2 how ReſurreQion ? 
Pure Creation can be neither of theſe : 
You'l ſay, 'tis Generation and Reſurretti- 
on but bor = only; very wells 
if it be but fo, the Metaphor muſt be 
founded on ſome true likenets or analogy 
between theſe and the prodyCtion of gra» 
cious Principles, which is altogether un- 
6 in.a pure Creation.” It —_— 
there- 
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therefore that the produQion of gracious 
-Principles 1s {tiled all theſe 1n Scripture, 
partly to import the excellency of the 
work, ſuch as cannot be fully expreſſed by. 
-any ſingle one of theſe, & partly to hint out 
the nature of the work, ſuch as hath in it 
ſomewhat analogous to every one of theſe: 
Wherefore take it to be thus,'tis a Creatt- 
on, becauſe a real produCtion of gracious 
Principles by Almighty Power, tis a Gene- 
ration, becauſe of the immortal Seed of the 
-Word, and 'tis a Reſurre&ion, becauſe a 
man ſpiritually dead is raiſe up to divine 
life : Now if there. could be no Inſtru« 
ment in a pure Creation, yet may there 
-be one in the produttion of gracious Prin- 
ciples, becauſe that is not purely Creation, 
though there be a creating power put forth 

therein. 
2. Obje, The other Objection is a- 
ainſt the Method propoſed inthe two In- 
nts, viz. That firſt in Nature the Word 
1s put into the Hexrt, and then the Prin- 
ciples of Grace are produced, which is 
contrary to that, the natural man receives 
wot the things of God, 1 Cor.2.14. and con- 
trary to that, the word did not profit them 
not being mixed with faith, Heb, 4.2. nd 
alſo contrary to'the ſcope. of that Fg 
. | | Wnere 
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whete the Seed of the Word only fratr 
fies 7 a good and honeit heart, Luk, 8.15. 
for according to the Methgd, of the two 
Inftants,the Natural man doth receive the 
things of God, the Word doth profit be- 
fore it 15 mixed with Faith, and the Seed 
doth fructifie 1n a Heart not goodor ho- 
neſt, 

In anſwer whereunto, I conceive that 
the Method propoſed in the two-laſtants 
doth not conttadict any of theſe Scrip- 
tures. As for the firſt place, ' The ndtural 
man receives not the things of God, Tan- 
ſwer that the Things or Truths of God 
may bereceived inthe Heart two wayss 
either paſſively by way of Imipreſtion from 
the holy Spirit, or aftually by way of a- 
Qual diſcerning them -1n the Underſtan- 
ding,ahd embracing them in the Will: the 
former is a reception of them according to 
the obediential Capacity ,of the Heart, 
the Jatter a reception of them according to, - 
the ſpiritual Faculty thereof : the former 
doth at leaſt in Nature go before the Ptin- 
ciples of Grace, in order ta their ProduQti- 
on;the latter doth foilow after the Princi- 
ples of Grace,as the fruit thereof. The for- 
meristhat which is done in the firſt Inſtant 
abovementioned,the latter is that whict 1s 
+ ſpoken 
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ſpoken of by the Apoſtle in, the Text a- 
bovenamed ; for there he faith, that the 
natural mar receiveth not the things of God, 
either can he know them, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned, ' where evidently he 
ſpeaks of ſuch a receiving as is an aCtual 
knowing and fpiritual-diſcerning of the 
things of God : Wherefore according to 
the Apoſtle , this active receiving doth 
preſuppoſe the Principles of Grace alrea- 
dy in Being 3, but the other paſhve re- 
ceiving (of which the Apoſtle there ſpeaks 
not ) doth only preſuppoſe an«obedienti- 
al Capacity in the Soul, There isa double 
obediential Capacity in the Soul to 're- 
ccive the Truths of God as by way of 
Impreſſion 3 the ultimate and radical Ca- 
pacity 1s the Rationality of the Soul, and 
the next and immediate Capacity K that 
Softneſs of Heart which 1s wrought in the 
preparatory work of Converſion. The 
Soul as rational 1s capable to receive an 
impreſſion of Truths from God, and as 
ſoftned it 1s yet further diſpoſed thereun- 
to, . This is that obediential Capacity 
which 1s required in the Viethod of the 
two Inſtants,and which the Apoſtle in that 
place.doth not ſo-much as touch upon. 

As for the ſecond place,the word did not 


profit 
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prof them. not being mixed with faith 5 I 
an{wer, thatthe Word may be conſidered 
nnder a double Nation, either as it is ©0- 
perative of Faith, or as it is promiſhve 
of Reſt to Behievers: Take itias operative 
of Faith, and ſo it profits not being mhix« 
ed with Faith, otherwiſe faith could” not 
come by hearing.as the Apoltlte afferts, Rox, 
10.17. but take it as $omiſſivs of Reſt 
to Beltevers, and fo it doth'not' profit not 
being mixed with Faith; that is, Faith 

(which is the Condition of the Promite ) 
-not being performed , the eternal Rett' 
(which is the thing promiſed ) cannot be» 
long to them : ard this is clearly the A- 
poſtle's meaning; for having ſpoken of 4 
promiſe of reſt, Heb.” 4. Ver. 1. he adds Ver. 

2. the word ( that is, the Promiſe of Reſt: 
ſpoken of before ) did not profit them' not 

being mixed with faith , that 1s, the pro- 

miſed Reſt was of no effet to them: be- 

cauſe they were Unbclievers; and in this 

fence the words no way oppole 'the Me- 

thod in the two Inſtants; 

As for the Parable whete it is ſaid that 
the Seed of the Word frufifies i: the good 
and honeſt heart, I anſwer, that rhe Seed of. 
the Word may be ſaid to fruftiftie two 
ways,either internally in the produtioenof 

F EC 2 inward 
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inward Graces,or externally in the produ- 
&ion of outward good Works:Now our Sa- 
vioursſcopein thisparable;at leaſt in the lat 
tex-part thereof,touching the goodGround, 
was to ſhew how the Worddid fructifie in 
the production of outward good Works ; 
this 1s clear, becauſe it 1s ſuch a fructification 
as preſuppoſesa/good &honeſt heart:ſo that 
our Saviour doth rt here deny theWords 
fruQification in the. produQon of Graces, 
but aflert the Words fructification in the 
production of good- works. Nay, in the 
former part of the Parable touching the 
three ſorts of badGround,laying down the 
1mpediments of the Words frudtification, 
and thoſe impediments being in themſelves 
impediments to all kind of fructification,as 
well that which 1s in the Production of 
Graces, as that which 1s in the produdti- 
on of good Works 3 he ſeems by way of 
implication to hint out the Words fru- 
cification in the production of Graces,'ac- 
cording to the Method of the two Inſtants; 
for he ſaith, that the word did not frufifie 
in the ſtony ground,becauſe they had no root, 
Luk. 8,13. intimating that the Word muſt 
fixſt root, before it-can fructifie at all : 'So 
that/if we might gather out of this Para- 
ble:the whole Method of the Words fru- 
B10 = Ctification, 
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Aification, it ſeems to be thus ; firſt, the 
Word muſt be notionally underſtood , 
which was wanting in him by the way-lidez 
then it muſt be inwardly rooted, which 
was, wanting in the ſtony Ground ; then 
it muſt caſt!the\ choaking World out 'of 
the heart, which was wanting in the thar- 
ny Ground;then.it makes the Heart a good 
and honeſt Heart 3 and laſtly,itmakesthat 
good and honeſt Heart fruttifie 1n all out- 
ward good. Works : Wherefore this Pa- 
rable 18 ſo far from contradicting, that it 
ſeems rather to illuſtrate the Method pro- 
poſed in the two Inſtants aboveſaid. 

Having paſled the firſt @u&re, I procede 
to the ſecond. 

2. £uere, Whether the Will of Man be 
converted by the Intervention of the en» 
lightned Underſtanding ? 

In anſwer to which I ſhall lay down two 
Poſitions. 

1. Thatthe Will of Man dath infallibly. 
and neceſlarily follow the. pratical Un- 
derſtanding. | 

2. That the Will of Man doth ſoin the 
matter of Converſion. 

But that there may-be a clear Foundati- 
on, I ſhall firſt lay down ſome differences 
between theoretical Knowledg and practi- 
Ff 3 cal 


— 
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Fall as to the Truths & Things of God. And 
. Theſe differ Subjetive 3 not as if 
cheſs were not both in the ſame Under- 
ſtanding, but that their way of inhefton 
there 15 Uifferent. Theoretical Knowledge 
Is in the Underſtanding but ſaperhicially,a 
flaſh and away, a /ight taſte, ſuch as was 
in thoſe Apoſtates,Heb.6.5.4 word ſown but 
rooted, (uch as that in the ſtony wang 
Matth, 13.21. but practical Knowledge 1s 
deeply radicated ih the Underſtanding z 
'tis truth 3n the hidden parts, wiſdom entring 
into the ſoul, and a word ſinking down into 
the heart, arid ( which 1s a ſecond diffe- 
Tence (pringing out of the former) theo- 
retical Knowledg, being but ſuperficial, 
hath much of doubtings and fluctuations 3 
it ſecs and {ces not, it is a dark and half 
viſion, 2 perſwaſſon e only, in 4 little, as 
the expreſſions, AFs 26.28, but praftical 
Knowledge. being deeply raid hath 
much of certainty and aſturdnce in it 5 'tis 
- inſtruction ſealed, a viſion unveiled and with 
oper face: a man need not ſay, Who ſhall 
aſcend into heater? or who ſhall defrend 
into the deep? the word is in the beart '1n 
Juch a fenlible Preſentiality as makes a 
thorough perſwaſion of the truth thereof. 
2. Thele differ 0bje#ive, Theoretical 
Knows- 
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Knowledge repreſents things as good, or 
evil only in the general, but practical 
Knowledge repreſents thisor that as good 
or evil inits individuality and as cloathed 
with all its circumſtances. Tn Herod's the- 
oretical Knowledge 'twas evil to kill Joh 
Baptiſt,but in his prattical Judgment,with 
the circumſtance of his Oath, 'twas goo 
i! his eyes to do fo. The theoretical Know- 
ledge inthe ſtony Ground pronounces the 
Word to be good, ,hut the praftical Judg- 
ment ſentences it evil with Perſecution, 
But to carry on the difference a little fur- 
ther: Theoretical Knowledge,repreſcating 
Fn as good or evil only in the general, 
ſpeaks little or nothing to Practice , but 
practical Knowledge repreſenting this or 
that as good or evil in its individual cir- 
cutmſtances ſpeaks abſolutely and with a 
kind of Authority 3 #his muſt be done, and 
that muſt not be done: When it ſays, This 
mult be done, it is promotive of the du- 
ty 3 They that know thy name will truſt 
int thee, Pſal. 9.10. and by the fame Rea» 
ſon will do other duties required by thee : 
When it ſays, That muſt not be done, it is 
preventive of Sin; If they had known it, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of 
Glory, 1 Cor.2.8. that is, a practical Knows 
Ft4 ledge 
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ledge would effectually bave impeded 
that ſin,and by the ſame xeaſon will it im- 
pede other lins: 3, both ways it bath a great 
influence into Practice. | 

'” |3- Theſe differ eſſentially. Theorcti- 
cal Knowledge is in ſome ſence but kzow- 
ledgefalſly ſo called, becauſe tt knows not 
the things of God as they are propoſed ta 
be known; thoſe things are propoſed - to 
be known not as mere Notions, but as 
practical things , to be above all, other 
things choſen, loved, embraced and pradti- 
fed: Wherefore a theoretical Knowledg, 
knowing them notionally. only, even whi- 
Jeſt it is materially true, hath a ſecret lye 
init, becauſe it judges 'of them theoreti- 
cally only, of which it ſhould judge pra- 
Qically. Thus the Apoſtle, He that ſaith 
T hnow hint, and keepeth not his command- 
ments is a har : and the truth is not *in him, 
T Joh. 2.4. notin him as it ſhould be ; for 
1n the midſt of all his puffing Knowledge, 
he knoweth nothing as be ought to know, 
T Cor. 8.2, becauſe not in a practical way 
but practical Knowledge is a true Know- 
ledg,it knows the thir gs of God as they are 
propoſed to be known, that is, not as mere 
Notions, but as things to be pradtically 
improyed in heart and Iife 3 it knows 
them 
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them as it ought to know them. And out 
of this difference ariſes a ſecond : Theores 
tical Knowledge being but a falſe Knows 
ledge is but a weak and-dead thing,able to 
put forth no vital or ſpiritual Action: Juſt as 
a flaſh of Lightning 1n the night, it makes 
all the way plain, but befote one ſtep can 
be taken, all is in darkneſs; ſuch a vaniſh- 
ing vapour is mere Notion, which putts, 
the Head but. penetrates not into. the 
Heart. But practical Knowledge, being a 
true Wie =; kak hath ſtrength and life in 
It, it puts forth vital and ſpiritual Actions. 
Hence our Saviour calls it noleſs than eter« 
al life, Joh. 17. 3. it forges out the blood 
and vital Spirits of the new Creature, 
ſtrengthens him with ſpiritual Bones and 
Sinews, and ſets him in Mgtjon towards 
the Crown of Life in Heaven. 

| Theſe differences premiſed, I procede 
to prove the two Poſitions.laid down. 

1. The firſt was this, That Man's Will 
doth infallibly and neceſlarily follow the 
practical Underſtanding, and this I ſhall 
endeavour to make out, | 

1. From God's Ordination , in which 
there are two things to be conſidered. 

I. God never made the Will of Manto 
ſtand alone. | 


2, God 


442 Of the Work of Conttverſion. 
2. God never made it togoalone:both 
which tnay yet be,if it follow not the pra- 
aical Underſtanding. 

x. God never thade the Will of Man to 
Rand alone, biit he would have it depend 
9pon the Underſtanding : As he made the 
Senfitive Appetite to depend upon the 
Senſes, ſo he made the Will to depend 
, Upon the Underſtanding. Hence theWill 
which is in it ſelf but £4c4 Potentia, a blind 

| Power, in its dependance 1s 
Fr. _ Li. 1: Gorfic ple Ays,a rational Ap- 
ery petite. If the Will do not 
, depetid upon the Underſtanding, where 
doth it ſtand but upon the Baſe of its 
own! Independency ? You'l ſay, No, not 
fo,for (till it is under the guidance of Pro- 
videnice. I anſwer, That Providence, 
which rules all things ina ſweet Congrui- 
ty to their Natures, rules the Will, not as 

a Brute but as a ritional Appetite z and 

how that can be without its dependance 

on the Underſtanding I know not. 

. 2, God never made it togo alone 3 tis 
in it ſe]f but a blind Power, aid God never 
made the blind to goalone.Even in Brutes 
there is Senſe. to Htght the appetite, much 
fore in Man Underſtanding to light the 
Will. Hence the Underſtanding 15 go 

| E 
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ed T\ny<;eonu, the leading or ruling Fa- 
culty, and Incerna Domini, the candle: 
the Lord, Prov.20.27. Without it the Will 
is all in the dark. If the Will can go 4+ 
lone in any Ads, ſurely it muſt be in ARS 
of Sin, which have much of darkneſs iti 
them 3 but even there, whileſt the holy 
Law of God 1s violated, the Dictates- 6f 
the corrupt Underſtanding are obſerved 
If the Will can go alone in any As of Sitiz 
ſurely it muſt be above all in ſuch Aazas 
are moſt againſt Knowledge ; but even 
there, whileſt theoretical Knowledgs is 
oppoſed, the praftical Judgment is ful- 
filled. Hence ſuch preſumptuous ſinners 
as rebel againſt the light, are yet ſaid #6 
walk int their own counſels, Pſal. 81.12. be- 
cauſe they follow their practical Judge- 
ment z and #0 erre in their hearts, Pſal. 95. 
To.becauſe that praQtical Judgment which 
they follow is corrupt and erroneous; and 
#0 make then Idols according to their owt 
underſtanding, Hoſ.13.2. becauſe firſt the 
Undetſtanding frames the Idol, and theri 
the Will falls down and worſhippeth. 

2. Targuefrom the Will it ſelf, which 
may be conſidered two ways, either as it 
is 1n it ſelf, or asit 1s in dependance upon 
the Underſtanding. | 


I. As 


. 
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T. As it 181n it ſelf, and fo it 1s an Ap- 
petite z its Objedt is Good real or at leaſt 
apparant, (for malum, qua malum, non eſt 
eppetibile ) and that Good muſt be propo- 
ſed by the Underſtanding, for that is in- 
ftead of Eyes to the Will. Suppoſe then 
that the Underſtanding do ſhew forth to 
the Will ſuch a thing as good pro hzc & 
n#2c, and that ſo good, that it is imme- 
diately to be embraced, and cannot with- 
out a preſent evil be neglected, no not for 
a moment; if in this Caſe the Will may 
zxefuſe this Obje&, it may appetere malun 

tb ratione mali, that 1s, appetere nom ap- 
petibile, and in1o doing it may ceaſe to 
be, what it eſſentially 1s, an Appetite. 

2. As it is in dependance upon the Un- 
derſtanding, and (o't is a rational Appe- 
tite, and (which reſults from thence) it is 
. a free Appetite 3 the root of its Freedom 
is in the Underſtanding. Why hath a 
Will a liberty of Spontaneity to ſome Ob- 
zeds,but becauſe the Underſtanding repre- 
ſents them 4s good pro hic & nunce Why a 
liberty of Contradiction to. otherObjedts, 
but becauſe the Underſtanding looks on 
them as matters of little or no moment ? 
Qne would think ſo odious and derteſta- 
ble a thing as Sin, could not he choſen by 


the 
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the Will; but the erring Underſtanding- 
gilds and gloſſes- it over with'a ſhew of 
Good. One would think, ſuch glorious 
and all-defirable Objects as are in the Gofs 
pel could not be refuſed by the Will, but 
the blind Underſtanding ſees little or no 
worth at all in them. Butnow if the pra* 
ical Judgment propoſe a thing as Good, 
and the Will reject it, *tis no longer a ra- 
tional Appetite but a Brute 3; neither is 
it any longer free, but cut off and i ſtats 

ſeparato from the Root and Fountain of its 
Libertyzneither is its Act a freeAQ, but bel- 
lainws impetws,a brutiſh violence, for it hath 
no Underſtanding at all at the root and 
bottom of it, no more than the Act of a 
Beaſt hath, What ther» ſhall we ſay ? Can 
the Will ceaſe to'be a rational and free 

Appetite ? Or may it be rational and free 
without an Underſtanding ? Neither of 
theſe can be: Wherefore 1t remains that 
it muſt follow the praGtical Judgmerſt, and 
ſo continue free and rational, 

3. Iargue from the Effect, which ſhews 
much of harmony between the Poſture of 
the Underſtanding and the Poſture of rhe 
Will. Is the Underſtanding determinate ? 
So'is the Will : Hence if the Underſtand- 
ing repreſent a thing as good, the Will 

| embraces 
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embraces itasfuch, if as a greater good, 
it embraces it the more, if as a ſummun 
bonum, 1t embraces it ſummo conatr. On 
the. other hand, if the Underſtanding re- 
preſent a thing as evil,the Will ſtarts back 
from it 3 if as a greater evil, it flies yet 
further from 1t 3 1f as malun maximum. it 
can never fly far enough from it.Is the Un- 
derftanding pendulous? So 1s the Will too: 
Hence if the Underſtanding repreſent a 
thing as a matter indifferent, having little 
or nothing of moment in 1t,one way or 0- 
ther, the Will doth not infallibly will it 
2s it doth the good, nor nill it as it doth 
the evi], but in a pendulous way it hangs 
offand plays on, becauſe the Underſtand- 
ing doth not prothounce it good or evil, 
but only indifferent. The Will obferves 
every motion of the practical Judgment ; 
if that fay, Yonder 1s ſuch a good , the 
Will cleaves to it as Ruth to Naomi ; if 
that ſay, There is ſfuch-an evil, 'the Will 
flies from it as Moſes from the Serpent ; if 
_ ſay, Such'a thing is indifffrent, the 
ill ftands as the King of Babylon, at the 
parting of the way, Ezek, 21.21; 1t may will 
or not will ; for there is an equilibrium in 
the Will anfivering the 4qril;brium tn the 
Underſtanding.- | 
. As I 
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4+ I argue from the conſequent Abſur- 
dity : If the Will do not follow the. pras 
ctical Judgment, then although the pra» 
aical Judgment be never fo right, yet may 
the Will tranſgreſs, and by conſequence a 
man may bea | Ha and no foo], which 48 
impoſhble. In Scripture: Sin is INE ax 
aberration, Iſai. 5.18, «aeglia, a miſſang 
of the mark, 1 Joh. 3. 4. «yu, an 124gs 
rance, Heb.9.7. TA&%, ax error, Romt. 1.27. 
error 3 heart, Heb.'3. 10. and error of way, 
James 5,20. and (which is the fulleſt ex» 
preſton of all _)foly, fooliſhneſs and madneff, 
Eccl.7.25. as if all words were too little to 
expreſs the folly thereof: Alſo ſinners are 
ſtraglers. or wanderers , Iſai. 53. 6. «vdru, 
without mind,Tit.3.3.{1mple ones ſuch aswaut 
heart, Prov. 9. 4. &T&T, unreaſonable en, 
2 Theſſ. 3.2. fools, nay madmen, AFs 26.11. 
nay, as if there were nothing of Man in 
them, &ozx Zou, brute heats, 2 Pet. 2. 1. 
Even in the firſt Sin of Man the Apoſtle 
tells us, that the woman gmeluicat, being de- 
ceived, was in the tranſgreſſuon, 1 Tim-2«14. 
Firſt there was an Error, a falſe Endin 
her mind, and then the forbidden fruit 
was embraced by hex Will. But now aftes 
all/this, if the practical Judgment, be righs 
ſet, ang yet the Will may tyrn away Wat 

| tn, 
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Sin, then that which is impoſlible in Scri- 
pture may he poſhble in Nature ; there 
may be a Sinner and no-Fool, Sin and no 
Folly, Wandring without -Error, miſſing - 
the MarlAvithour any falſe End, Tranſ- 
- greſſion and nothing of Deception in jt, 
a Man and a Brute cqupled together in 
the ſame Act, the Underſtanding playing 
the Man 1n its right directions, and the 
Will playing the Bruce tits irrational a- 


verſation: All which Abſurdities are un- 
avoidable by ſuch as aſſert, that the Will 
doth not follow the practical Judgment. 

2. Poſit. Leaving the firſt Poſition, I 
procede to the ſecond, viz. That the Will 


of Man doth infallibly follow the praQti- 
cal Underſtanding in the matter of Con- 
verſion. | 

And here again I might reinforce the 
former Arguments with an Emphaſis: If 
the Will cannot ſtand alone aud upon the 
bottom of its own independency in.other 
matters, much leſs can it do ſo in Conver- 
 fion, to which the working and drawing 
| of Almighty Grace is requilite: If in other 
matters the Will cannot go alone with-" 
out the Torch of Reaſon, ſurely in Con- 
verſon it cannot go alone without the 
Torch. of ſupernatural Hlumination. .If 
e216 the 
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the Will by deſerting a lefler good propo- 
poſed by the. Underſtanding do appetere 
malum ſub ratione mali, then the Will by 
deſerting God propoſed: as the {rnmun 
bonum by the Underſtanding doth appete- 
re ſummum malum (0 5 if the Will by re» 
jetting an inferiour Good, propoſed by the 
practical Judgment muſt become bruitiſh 
and. irrational, how much more bruitiſh 
and irrational muſt it became by rejefing 
the ſummur bounum lo propoſed ? If the 
Will may be determined % the Under= 
ſtanding as to a lefler Good,, nay, as to a 
falſe lying Good, as in the Caſe of Sin, 
how muc Sik may it be.ſa determined 
as to the ſunmmur bonum 2 If by the Wills 
turning, away from the Underſtanding 
right ſet, there may be Sin in the Will, 
and no'Folly 1n the Linderſtanding, which 
1s impoſlible ; then by ſuch turning. away 
there. may be no Charity in the Will, and 
yet true Faith in the Underſtanding l 
. which isalſo impoſſible. But peaegrante: 
ting theſe, I come morecloſely tothe * /. 
ſs, that is, That the Will doth follow thc 
Lnderſtanding i in the buſineſs of Conver- 
fion. Now whereas the Converſion of 
the Will is double ; either it 1s the produ- 
\ction of gracious Principles' in the Will, or 
Gg "0 
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It is the aFual Converfion of the Will : 
In the firſt the Will is Pafave, in the other 
Ad@ive. The Wills following the Under- 
ſtanding is double alſo 3 as to the Princt- 
ples of Grace in the Will, the Underſtand- 
ing is as the Channel through which thoſe 
Principles are infuſed into the Will 3 as to 
the actual Converſion of the Will, the Un- 
derſtanding: is as a potent Perſwader in- 
ducing the Will unto a&ual Converfion. 
In the firſt the Will follows the Under- 
ſtanding paſſively only and by way of re- 
ception of Principles 5 in the ſecond the - 
Will follows the Underſtanding ACtively 
and by way of free 'ACtuation of thoſe 
Principles. 

I ſhall ſpeak ſomewhat to both theſe. 

\ 1. As to the Principles of Grace in the 
Will, the Underſtanding is as the Channel 
through which thoſe Principles are tranſ(- 
fuſed into the Will. God doth not infuſe 
thePrinciplesof Grace into theWill aw4ows, 
but he putsin his hand by the hole of the 
door, and fo the churches bowels are moved 
for him, Cant.5.4, he puts in his Grace at 
the Underſtanding, and fo the Will and 
AfﬀeCtions are turned to him 3 he purifies 
the heart by faith, AFs15.9. that is,through 
Faith in the Underſtanding he influences 

| Holineſs 
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Holineſs into the Will.and this Holineſs is 
called by the Apoſtle holineſs of truth, Eph, 
4-24. not only becauſe 'tis a real Holineſs, 
but eſpectally becauſe 'tis wrought through 
the Truth, firſt entring in at the Under- 
ſtanding, and fo paſling on to the Will : 
and that this is the Apoſtle's meaning ap- 
pears, becauſe he oppoles holineſs of truth, 
1n the 24.Verſe, to the luſts of deceit in the 
22.Verſe. As thoſe are luſts of dFeeit, be« 
cauſe the luſting Will follows upon the 
erring Underſtanding, fo this is holineſs of 
truth, becaufe the holy Will follows upon 
the true Underſtanding. The pra&ical 
Knowledge of God is [tiled eternal life, oh. 
17.3.and a wel/-ſpring of life, Prov.16.22.8 
the reaſon ts, becauſe through it all quick- 
' ning Graces do as a River of Life flow in- 
to the Will. Aboveall that of the Apoſtle 
1s molt pregnant, Beholding as in a glaſs the 
glory of God, we are changed into the ſame 
image from glory to glory as by the ſpirit of 
the Lord, 2 Cor.3.18. The Glory of God is 
reflefted from Chriſt upon the Goſpel,and 
from the Goſpel upon the Underſtanding, 
and from the Underſtanding upon the 
Will, and fo weare changed into his glo- 
rtous Image. - In Man's firſt Tranſgreſfion 
Death entred ip at the Windows of the 
Gg 2 Mind, 
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Mind, and fo got into the ſecret Cloſet of 
the Heart, and in Man's firſt Converſion 
Life comes in at the Mind and ſo paſles 
down into the Will, AU the Grace that 4 
' man hath(fatth Dr.PrefFon )paſſes in through 
the Underſtanding, and if it were not lo, 
how could the Word be an Inſtrument of 
the Wills Regeneration ? There is no paſ- 
ſage for it into the Will but through the 
Underſfanding. In Regeneration the Law 
is writ in the heart, and how can that be 
but through the Underſtanding? The ap- 
petitive Faculty is naturally crooked, and 
if ever it be maderight,it muſt be through 
the apprehenſive Faculty : all the things 
of Godlineſs are given 9 1 ba3ryvaorus, 
through the knowledge of God, 2 Pet. 1. 3- 
that's the great Channel by which all 
Grace paſles into the Will. 

2. Asto the attual Converſion of the 
Will.the Underſtanding is as a potent Per- 
ſwader effeCtually inducing theWill there- 
unto. There are three principal things 
fn the Wills actual Converfſton,visz. a turn- 
ing to God as its ſupreme End, an embra- 
cing Chriſt as the only Way, and a reje- 
ction of Sin as the great Obſtacle z and in 
all theſe the Will doth follow the Under- 


ſtanding. T 
| I, The 
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” 7. The Will doth follow the Under- 
ſtanding in its turn to God as the ſuprenie 
End,'and this appears divers ways. 

1. TheScriptures clear it to us; there 
we find in conjunction bethinking and 
turning,2Chron.6.37.remembring and turne 
ing, Pſal.22.27. conſidering and turning, E- 
zek.18.28. underſtanding and turning, Mat, 
I3. I5, and opening the eyes and turning, 
Ad&F.26.18. in all which places the Under- 
{ſtanding goes before, and the Will follows 
after. There we find Converſion to be a 


thing wrought by Per{walion, God ſhal/ . ; 


Rs pon Gen. 9. 27. by Inſhining, 
God hath ſhined in our hearts, 2 Cor. 4. 6. 
by Teaching, they ſhall be all taught of God, 
70h.6.45. by Anointing, you have an untti- 
on from the holy one, 1 Joh. 2. 20. and by 
coming to a mans ſelf, Luk, 15.17. firlt the 
Prodigal came to himſelf, and then he re- 
turned'to his Father : the import of all 
which 1s plainly thus much, That God doth 
atually draw home the Will unto himſelf ' 
through the Underſtanding 3 Thy people 
(faith the Plalmiſt ) ſball be willing in the 
day of thy power, in the beauties of holineſs, 

rom the womb of the morning thou haſt the 
dew of thy youth,Pſal.110.3. here are a will- 
ing People like the Dew for multitude, 
| Gg 3 but 
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but whence are they 2 Whence, but from 
the womb of the morning ? The morning of 
ſupernatural Illumination is the Womb 
out of which they ilue : Aslong as there 
15 20 morning in men, as the Expreſſion is, 
Iſai, 8. 20. there 1s no Will at all to God 3 
but as ſoon as the day dawns in their hearts, 
out comes a willing People as Dew from 
the morning. 

2. The Nature of the Will holds forth 
this much: The W1ll naturally wills Bleſ- 
ſedneſs or the ultimate End 1n general, be- 
cauſe it is a Good perfective and expletive 
of the Soul, but the Will doth nat natu- 
rally fix on this or that thing as its bleſled- 
neſs or ultimate End 1n particular, One 
Man fixes on Mammon as his chief Good, 
another makes his Belly his God, a third 
15 all for the Pride of Life; whence is the 
Will thus determined ? Either it muſt 
be determined by 1tf&f, or elfe by the 
Underſtanding ; not by it ſelf, for it is 
a blind Faculty, and mitt of it ſelf judg 
any thing to be a chief Good, much leſs can 
3t fix it ſelf on it as ſuch ; wherefore it muſt 
be determined by the Underſtanding. One 
Man chuſes Mammon to be his chief Good, 
- becauſe (as the Pſalmilt hath it )bis inward 
thought is, that hjs honſe ſhall continue for 
ever, 
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ever, Pſal, 49. 11. that's laſting happineſs, 
faith hjs carnal Underſtanding. Another 
makes his Belly his God, becauſe his ir- 
wartd thought is, Eat, drink, and be merry, 
Lak.12.19. there 1s nothing better, ſaith 
his bruitiſh Underſtanding, A third isall 
for the Pride of Life, becauſe his inward 
thought is, to be a Lucifer in Self-excellen- 
cies, that's the<op of Bliſs, ſaith his ſoar- 
ing Underſtanding. In every one of theſe, 
firſt the Underſtanding makes the Idol, 
and then the Will doth fall down and wor- 
ſhip. Now if the Will may be determin» 
ed by the Underſtanding to ſuch falſe Be- 
atitudes as theſe, how much more may it 
be determined by the Underſtanding to 
God whois the true bleſledneſs ? 

3. This appears from the Excellency of 
that practical Underſtanding which draws 
the Will unto actual Converlion. Tis an 
excellent Underſtanding for the Object of 
it 3 being inthe Myunt of Transfigurati- 
on it ſhews forth unto the Will, not Crea- , 
tures,Chipsof Being, in the ſhell of Time, 
but a Jehovah of Self-beingneſs, a God 
of Allluffticiency dwelling in Eternity;not 
Streams of Life or Goodneſs in the Crea- 
ture-channel, but a Fountain of living wa- 
ters, an Qcean of immenſe Goodnels,ſuch 
Gg 4 as 
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as cannot be failed over byFaith or Viſions 
not golden or pearly Mountains, 'but 'an 
infinite Maſs of free Grace, unſearchable 
riches of Merey,” ſuch as cannot- be told 
over to all Eternity $ not ſhadows or little 
portions of 'Beitig, butithe 75 @v, Revel: 1:4. 
the true T am, "the it mile, or the all things, 
T Cor. 15.-28, in whom are all the rich 
Mines of univerſal Blefſedrfe(s; and (which 
is the ſweetneſs of all) it ſhews forth this 
God not as reſerving himſelf only to him- 
elf, but as freely offering himſelf to poor 
worms. Oh my- Soul! ſtand (till and adore 
the opening of his Bowels and Self-moti- 
on of his Grace ; this Jehovah of Self- 
beingneſs and All-ſufficiency will make'o- 
ver himſelf to thee, this Fountain of Life 
and Goodneſs will flow out to thee, this 
rich Maſs of Grace and Mercy will porti- 
on thee, this Tam and ever-blefled 4/18 
an inheritance for thee, and'in inheriting 
him thou maiſt after a wonderful manner 
- Inherit all things. Tbis'is the infinite Ex- 

cellency of the Object 3 but after what 
manner doth the Underſtanding ſhew it 
forth unto the Will? Surely, though as 
much below his worth as finite is below 
infinite, yet in an excellent way z the LUn- 
derſtanding ſhews forth God unto the Will 


not 


not 1n a dead'or literal "manner, but with 
ſpiritual livelineſs and (as I may ſoſay) 
in ; cry of Glory 3 tor-it 1s eternat life, 
and Heaven it felf dawnsin ut; not darkly 
or at a diſtance, but clearly and cloſely;/the 
day-ftar is up in the' heart; and God. ap- 
proaches near unto the: Will, | his goodneſs 
paſſes before-it,and leaves ſome holy touches 
and favours thereupon; not in a weak and 
languiſhing manner, but powerfully and 
eftectually. The Apoſtle joins the demon» 
tration of the Spirit and. power together, 
I'Cor.2.4. There is ſuch a Demonſtration 
of the Spirit in the Underſtanding as can- 
not be denied, and\from thence ſuch a 
Power upon the Will as cannot be fruſtra- 
ted, not notionally only. but practically x 
it ſerioutly. prefſeth m upon the Will. Here, 
O rational Appetite ! here 1s a God in+ 
deed 3 his Grace free, his:Mercy Self-mov- 
ing; take him and thou haſt all, Joſe him 
and thou haſt nothing : Now, Oh! now 
is the accepted time, the day of Salvati- 
on; in his Favour there is Life, in his 
Wrath nothing but Death : If he bleſs 
thee, none can curſe, if he curſe thee 
none can bleſs; now or never turn and 
live. After this manner doth it practi- 
cally preſs in upon the Will. Now _ 

the 
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the Underſtanding holds forth ſuch an ex- 


cellent Obje@ in1ſuch an excellent manner 
unto the Will, already principled with 
Grace, how can it chuſe but actually cloſe 
in-with it? Such a Knowledge being really 
atftuated, can the Will turn aſide to other 
Qbjects for its happineſ3?The pple one may 
turn away, Prov. 1.32. but ſhall 2 man of 
wnderſtanding do (0? A deceived beart may 
tare 4fide, Tai. 44. 20. but ſhall the wiſe in 
heart do ſo? 4, heart of unbelief may des» 
part from the living God, Heb. 3. 12. but 
ſhall a man of precions faith do ſo? But 
whither can he turn 2 What,to the Riches 
of the World ? 'Tis but droſs to the un- 
ſearchable Riches of Chriſt, ſaith the Un- 
derſtanding : What, to Honours? "Tis but 
a blaſt to the true Honour which. cometh 
of God only, faith the Underſtanding: 
What, to Pleaſures 2 Theſe are muddy 
Puddles to the pure Rivers of Fleaſure a- 
bove,faith the Underſtanding. - This Un- 
derſtanding doth as it were blaſt all the 
World, crucifie the Univerſe, and by a 
proſpect of Faith ſee the Heavens on fire, 
the Earth burat up,and the Elements melt- 
Ing with fervent heat.and cafy the Will-fall 
in love with the Duſt and Cinders of it ? 
purely it will not. Butif the Will cannot 
rurn 
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turn afide to ſuch talſe Beatitudes, yet may 
it not ſuſpend its Act as to the true? Sufs 
pend!what from its own blefiedneſs verily, 
thoroughly believed? What from God the 
all inall plainly, powerfully demonſtrated 
tobe ſuch?And what for juſt nothing, for a 
fic volo?Can it be ſo brutilhly free atlodear 
arateas to be eternally miſerable ? Will it 
hang off trom perfect Bleſledneſs? or can it 
do ſo, and the ſummi malii notfall into its 
embraces? And may a Will renewed with 
the holy Ghoſt, and right ſet by gracious 
Principles do thus? Surely it cannot, They 
that know thy name will truſt in thee, Pſal.g. 
Io. and (which follows upon Truſt) will 
love thee,and (which ſtreams from Love) 
will obey thee, and ( which 1s the Crown 
of Obedience )will refign up themſelves to 
thee for all their happineſs. Where ſuch 
an excellent Underſtanding goes before, 
there theW1ll doth infallibly follow after, 
evenin actual Converſion unto God as its 
ſupreme End. 

2. The Will doth follow the. Under- 
ſtanding in its embracing of Chriſt as the 
only way, and this appears 

1. From ſeveral Sciptures, To know Je- 
ſmChriſt is eternal life,Job.17.3.it quickens 
the Will to embrace him, Chrilt ho 

the 
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the Woman, If thou hadſt known the gift 
vf God, and who it is that ſaith unto thee, 
Gzve me to drink, thou whuldeſt have asked 
'of him, an#-he would have given thee living 
water, Joh. 4. 10. A true Knowledge of 
Chriſt would have inflamed her deſires at- 
ter him, and thoſe deſires would have 
breathed out prayers for the living Water. 
Our Saviour quotes that in the Prophets 
{4nd they ſhall be all taught of God) and 
and what follows upon that teaching ? 
Every man therefore (ſaith he) that hath 
heard and learned of the Father cometh un- 
to me; Joh.6.45. True Knowledge makes a 
man come to Chriſt,and that without fail, 
for 'tis ſo in every man'that hears and 
learns of the Father, not in one or two, 
but in every 24x, and how doth Know- 
ledge do this? How, but by glorifying 
Chriſt unto the Will ? The Spirit (faith 
Chriſt ) fall glorifie me ;how ſo? He ſhall 
take af mine and ſhall ſhew unto you,Joh.16. 
14,15. the holy Spirit takes Chriſt and 
ſhews him after a wonderful manner, it 
glorifies him in the Underſtanding, and 
through theUnderſtanding it glories him 
before the Will, and ſo the Will is ſweet- 
ly and ſtrongly drawn unto him. 

2. Ftomthe Will it ſelf, If the Will be 
determined 
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determined by the Underſtanding, unto 
God as its ultimate End, then is it alſo de- 
termined by the Underſtanding, unto 
Chriſt as the only way thereunto. Indeed 
if the Underſtanding did propoſe an End, 
and withal two diſtint ways of equal ten- 
dency thereunto, then the Will might be. 
free to either of thoſe Ways : But when 
the Underſtanding propoſes God as the 
End, and Chriſt as the, only Way to'that 
End, then the Will muſt infallibly cloſe 
in with Chriſt; it muſt, or loſe its End or 
Bleſſedneſs;it muſt,or the ſummii mala. will 
fall intoits arms. When the Underſtanding 
tells the Will in good. earneſt, there's no- 
other way but one,there 1s no other Name 
under Heaven but Jeſus only, the Will is 
{weetly conſtrained 1nto his embraces. _ 

. _—_ the Underſtanding which 
ſhews forth Chriſt to be the perfect Way 
ſutaMle to all our wants in our paſſage to 
God the true End. Thou wouldeſt 
come to God bur for the weight of Sin 
and: Wrath, Loe; here 1s an High-prieft 
with Expiating Blood ; thou wouldſt 
come to God but thou Kknoweft 'not the 
way thither, here's a Prophet with words 
of Light and Life 3 thou wouldſt come 
t0 God but for the preſſure of thy reign- 


E ing 
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ing Luſts, here's a King with a Sceptre of 
Righteouſneſs to ſubdue them; thou 
would(t come to God but for want of a 
racious Heart, here's a Treaſury of all 
ce and Holineſs, The Underſtandin 

ſtill points at Chriſt ; Art thou in darkneſs: 
he is 4 ſunof righteouſneſs ; Art thou in 
death?he is the reſurre:0# and the life; Art 
thou a withered branch ? he is a root of fat- 
eſs and ſmeetneſs;Art thou a loſt and half- 
damned Creature? he is a Saviour able to 
fave tothe uttermoſt, This Underſtanding 
lorifies Chriſt in all his Offices, ſings the 
we of the Lamb, and cries him up for alto- 
gether precious; this is the Window or 
Latteſs at which his all-fair Perſon looks 
in upon the Will, the Conduit through 
which the {weet Ointment of his Name is 
Doured out unto the Will, and the Cruci- 
x which ſhews forth his bloody Paſkpn in 
lively colours before the Will, This Un- 
derſtanding praftically preſſes the Will 
toembrace him; O my Soul ! now hear 
and live ; take him and everlaſting Mercy 
meets thee, leave him and devouring Ju- 
ſtice overtakes thee; catch hold or this 
Prince of Life, or die for ever 3 look up 
to this Brightneſs of Glory, or be in utter 
Darkneſs 3 waſh in his Blood, or bleed 
Few. 10 
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in eternal Flames ; put on his righteouſ- 
neſs, or be naked to all Eternity; there 
is no way: into the Holy of Holies, but 
through the Veil of his Fleſh; enter, and 
thou haſt anever-blefſed God ro make 
thee | happy negle@&, and thou haſt a righ- 
teous God to make thee for ever miſer- 
able. When Chriſt through the Under- 
ſtariding thus pours out his precious Name 
as an Ointment unto the WHI, how can it 
chuſe but love him 2 When through this 
hole of the door he thus drops in his (weet- 
ſmelling Truths upon the Will, how camit 
chuſe but riſe and opea to him ? If it do 
not, whither will it turn > Whar; to the 
Creatures? they are all Blackamoors to 
this all-lovely Jeſus z What; to repentant 
Tears? thoſe want waſhing in his: Blood 3 
What, toits good Works and ———_ 
neſs ? they are bur a filthy Rag, Theres 
ſach a Tt (aþtyo, ſuch a tranſcendent Ex+ 
cellency in the Knowledge of Chriſt, that 
it makes all other things but as d#»g before 
the Will, Ph:l.3:8. Hence the Will hath 
no'whither elſe to turn : But if itturnno 
whither elſe, may tt not ſuſpend its AC as 
to Chriſt > Suſpend !-what from the only 
way to Bleſſedneſs evidently pointed our ? 
What from him who is «/} deferes _—_ = 
| 1eve 
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lievedto beſuch? Can it thus wave Hap- 
pinel(s and embrace mere nothing in the 
room thereof? and can it do thus when a 
right-ſet Underſtanding is really actuated, 
and it (elf truly principled with Grace? 
Surely it cannot be. No ſooner did Chriſt 
ſee the budding Graces of his Church, but 
his ſoul made him like the chariots of Ammi- 
zadib, Cant. 6.11, 12, and no ſooner do 
Chriſtians ſee the lovely Exccllencies of 
Chriſt, but they will become an Amis 
 nadib, a willing. yeople, and their Wills as 
ſo. many ſwiftChariots to convey them un- 
to him. Thus the Will follows the Un- 
derſtanding in, its embraces of Chriſt as the 
iy aber 
- . 3- The Will follows the Underſtanding 
in 1ts rejection of Sin as the great Obſtacle, 
and this alſo appears / / FOE * 
I. From ſeveral Scriptures; there we 
find on the one hand that Folly-1s the root 
of the Commiſſion of Sin; The fooliſhneſs of 
man perverteth his way; Prov. 19, 3. Why 
doth the Atheiſt ſay jn his heart, there 1s 
noGod ? Becauſe be 3s 4 fool, Pal. 14.1. 
Why do the Mammoniſts boaſt- and truſt 
in th lg uncertain- Riches ? One panes 
way is their folly, Pſal. 49. 1.3. y. doth 
the bliad Idolater fall down to the oo. 
0 
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him aſide, $i. 44.4920. Why did 
rites Lect grieve their gaod 
God forty:years ay _ they 
did:err 1n their FI Nakgy.10. On the 
ather harid;. there we find: in true Wiſk 
dota.or Underſtinding is the root of the 
rejection of Sin; To depart from evil is un- 
deril anding,ob 28.58. the pdlutions _ the 
world aft eſcaped through the knowle of 
_—_ Pef.2.20. through thy precept (fait 

I get #nderſtanding, 'what then ? 
R—_ I bats every falſe-way, Pjal. 1193 
I04. and again, I efteemdll.thy precepts 10 
be right, and, what follows > 1 hate, every 
falſeway, Ver-138. Firſt,there was.a right; 
Judgetnent in /his Underſtanding,, and 
thence iſſued an hatred of Sin in his Will: 
Forall the Wolves and the Leopards, .yet 
(ſaith, God). they ſhall not hutt nor- de-- 
Rroy in allmy holy Mountainj why fo?. 
Becauſe #þt earth ſhall be full of the know- 
ledge of the Long, Iſai. 11:9, 'that ſaving 
Knowledge ſhould. turn them into Lambs 
and little Children” and make them Jeave: 
off their. hatbarqus aud znhuiane cruelty. 
Hence Repengance ( which ;nclades jh iQ 
anhiatred: and rgjettion of Sis tiled: 


lleyo1c,, a fren/mgtayov' ar poſfterentotiors, ; 
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becinſe when a man comes to bimſelf-in a 
right Underftanding,he tate Sin; 

2. Fromthe Will it ſelf- If thatfollow 
the Underſtanding in turningto:God as its 
ſupretge End, -and'in embracing of Chriſt 
as theonly way, then 'by+accellary con= 
fequence1t:mu needs follow 'this Under- 
ſtanding. in+ the rejection of Sin' as the 
great Obſtadclez. for if it follow: not here 
alſo, it muſt wave its ſupreme. Bad and 
the Way 'thither, it muſt-relolve __— 
Happineſs without God and Chriſt.-{f the 
Underſtanding ſay to the , Will, : There-is 
no other Cloud'betwixt thee and the-Fa- 
ther of Lights, no other diſtance betwixe 
thee and the- Fountain of. living Waters, 
none but Sin-alone, ſurely the Wal muſt 
bid i it be gone for-ever.. 

'-3., Fromthe Underſtanding which: fo 
repreſents Sih, as that the -Will doth turn 
away from it, and-this it doth three Ways. 

- 3. The Underſtanding doth repreſent 
Sin 45a grand-evil; itſets w forth\as an A- 
tuxy. ir man,Rebellion againſt God;Spears 
and Nails to Jefas Chriſt, Quench-coal to 
the Spirit of:.Grace, Blur-and Stain to the 
Soul; groating Burthen on: the back ofthe 
whole Creation, Venotn and perfetQuint- 
happend allevils, -a thing by ſuch os 

_ > ous 
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In al the glories of the pens in he 
Mantle of Scti ptyre and- An 
Gon 3 Eoming to Adam, it 
Apple, and p omiſed, ts le peru: p Od: 
head ; ever a ſy etid a cheat in it; 
Henceit is oe 4 fell wdy,Pſul.1+9/104. 
and We 99 the work of a le, Prov. 11; 
18. there is ni it Cele, * Tight as. 1n.cog* 
ſing Dice, Fph.4. 14. it thakes every Gnyet 
eſieve that he ſhall hdve the caſt of haps 
pinths, but coggs away his 86ul.This is that 
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©£y; it diſcoversthelye and cheat in 1t, a 

makes it appear in its own ugly hue and 
ſhameful pakedneſs z Acher's Sin was wrapt 
up'ina Babyloniſh Garment, 'but unclothe 
It, and it was @#: acenrſed thing 5 SeuÞs Sin 


was covered over with Sacrifices, but un- | 
veil it, -atid 'tywas witchcraft-like rebellion; * 


Judas his Sin about.the precious Otntment 
was painted oyer. with Charity, but un- 
paint it and 'twas arrert thieverys Panl's 
Sin wore a Cloak of Zeal, but undrels it, 
"and *twas bloody perſecution. This right 
Underſtanding plucks the lye out; of Sins 
mouth!,.- and- the , paint off, from. its 
facey..and- all the Robes of apparent 
Goodneſs off 'from 'its back 5 and 
{5 -conſtraihs it to. go naked before 
the WuI, and thereby 1t appears what it 
18, CpuctglaNos 6 ace, ſpring ſon, Rom. 7-13. 
DILL) NV1 the evil of evils, Hoſ.10.15. al- 
together evil, and nothing but evilz and 
now how cam the Will embrace it as good? 
How can it chuſe: but reject it as evil? 


Now, if ever, ſhall Sin be crucified. Male- 
factors were firft ſtripped and then'crucifi- 
ed ; $in in its Actire;15a King in its Robes 


- ſitting 
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and unveils Sin, it unpaints & undrefles it, 
it! plucks' off -it falſe appearances and dif: 
guiſes, it diſfobes. it of all its pomps and fans, 


"oO oY 
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fitting on the Heart as a Throne 3. but Sin' 

ſtript naked by the Underſtanding ts. a 
efaQtor ready for the Croſs; and there 


. the Will will ſurely nail its 4c yoke ſhall 
be deſtroyed becauſe of 'the'anointing, Gith 


the Prophet, 7/ai.10.27. Sin is a Yoke up» 
on the: Will faftened there. by a lye, an 
appearance of-ſome falſe Goad, but the 
Anointing (which is truth, 1 Joh. 2.27.) re+ 
veals Sa add then off comes the yoke, 
Doth Sin profer a World? This Anoints 
ing is an inward Eccleſiaſtes crying out, 41 
#r-venity; Doth it profer Honarsor Righes 
or Pleaſures ? . What fot a,;Soul, a Chriſt;a 
God? No cheat like that faith the Anoinht- 
ing; Dothit'promiſe Happineſs? Youde 
but flatter and lye,faith the Anoini 
have nothing but Death 'and Hell to, -be+ 
ftow. Chvoiſt:was manifeſted, iy Aon, 1h4t 
be might diſſolve the works. of the devilthat 
is, ſus in men; © Joh, 3.8. and be: diflolves 
them by this Anqgintiog. - Sin is in union 
with-the: Will, - becauſe Sin is in compa- 
fition with ſome ſeetning Gaad ; break the 
compolition between Sin and the ſeeming 
Good;and you difſalve the union between 
Sin andthe Will, The: warldly Man's 
Will js in union' with his Sin, becauſe his 
Sin/ 4s in cotnpoſition with the World 3 
Hh 3 þreal 
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break the compoſition by & right Undey- 
ſanding, . make hit indeed ſce that thy 
World s but qi#«.4 fexre or fiſhion, aid 
Riches but ©bing'thut is not 3, drilolve the 
' World" by Fanh, and inftantly:the'Sin 
will drop out of his WilL forSinas mere 
$n will not down with the Will, /Ifthere> 
fore the nd of apparent Goodneſs 
be'bnce* broken' bythe Underſtanding, 
the Will muſt needs caſt. itout ascaltoge- 
ther evil,betauſe ir AE 0 __ 


43 
22, |  Hoth re 
$1525 the Deviks Work. Should a De 
vilivifibly appear; - and offer to che Cons- 
eoushls Bajr,orto' the Drunkard dis C 
Surely: oh 'would hardly take. chemat 
Hands, ks Satan cnet 
YeſF itito mat wer 1 Tg | 
of Raimentt ET rnge a 
off the other hand \"Chniſh ns Or 
ſpoils, :ot\ more") > aud lothit i bin, 
©9/:2.15 he ſpoiled hi 'meritoriouſly ion 
the Croſs, and unclothes him —_ 
4nrhe Hearts of 'Men. Chrift wasl[o;; 
of underfanding, that he found' out 
ievEn in Peter's tender indulgence; a 
Chriſt gives fuch a true Underitandin 
to bows Heart,” thar ney! Satan lur 


it 
urkivg 
_ 


of the Pork f Febnvtfur. an - 
in every Sit { Oh! fays'the true Urder- 
ſtanding, there is bloody Devil in all thy 
Malice, { #-blaſphetony Devil in all, thy 
Prophateneſs, a lyingDevil in all thy Hy+ 
poorifies, 4 fot Devil in all thy 'S' 


excellencies, a Deyil in the Swine inal 
thy Senfualitics,' and in every Sin Satay 
flaj et thy vight hand; Now when the 
Devil thus appears in Sin; * v3 the Will 
mult needs tutn away fro 
 3/ The UhYerftanding'Ubth re oreftul 
Sin as the ly Obſtacle of Happi one 
Underſtandin for the all- Mefled God 
wRYHhis infite Bows, hd the all-7 & 
Ny rt ſe bl infllyMeohgk $& ic 
in 'G of G andtakes 
\yere a of Brine thy $5 it ark 
ver the Land of Promiſe, and" taſtes tHe 
Milk and Honey of free! Grace * 
theres/ and afecr all this it cries out, 
my Soul; ni em hinder thee from al 
pony 'nor Si” =. et, uhleſs”) 
ulgdythipwrhe obly 1! between 
God; the only Diſtance b 
thee and thy ſweet J us, the only Ba 
the Hedvenof Glory, and the only Flaw 
in thy title to the Land of Promiſe. When 
che Underſtanding fhewsSin to be ſach tt1- 
| deed, ſurely the'Will cannot but rejett ir. 
\ & Hh 4 Thus 


472 $ the wot, of - war ag 
=" Thusthe Will follows the Underſtand- 
jog, in turning to God the-ſlupxeme End; 
iry embracing Chrilt, the. only: Way, anthin 
rejeing Sin fe; great Obſtacle, whichare 
Fg three gragg things in actual Coover- 
lon. >. 

Now here nd Lave cloſed-up. this 
Point, butthat-there are,two- main Obje- | 
Rions to be fred, | 

0bje@. 1. This Theſis 'of the, Willsfol: 
Jowing the Underſtanding : takes awayithe 
oh W. fry af. Sous: Faunggies!s i - 
F Objef?, 2, This uheſs bs evejraras che Li 
Hentp of the Will. 

.Þ This Theſ ; takes Away the LO 
of gracious Principles,in the; Wilt 3. what 
need of IF: FIST ſeeing the Wilt; - + 
good a:followe 
| Fd to-this: Thou anfwer "ble ag 

.T. This Theſes, is fo £ Sag.” 

neceſſity. of: gractoys.Prigciples;igthe 

Will, thas 3; difegvere the wa mes 
graciou "Pri s 'come toiþe'wrought 
there, Tis in'this Caſe between che Jo: 
Herhanding and thoſe gracious P1jaciples, 
- ms tis-between the- beams of Lightand the 
accompanying Heat : As Heat. comes down 
from e Sun iqto-the lower World inths 
$57 os 2.4 ho # Vehicle 
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Vehicle ofnatural Light.ſo Holineſs cothes 
don. frem.the Sun = Righteguſneſs into 
the Will in the. Vehicle of: ſupernatural 
Light.Whenthe Day.dawos in the Heart, 
the: Heart waxes warm with/fpiritual Life; 
Give me underſf rings faith David, and 1 
ſhalt | 
whole 
neſt for U 
jog all? reg Will-havg: back for 
Althar, No, Give me and 
Lipalb keep thy Law 3 yes, \E-hall keep ic 

Mm Fs whole heart :: that will ſcrallmy 
Soul.ing right poſture towards the Lawof 


= Notwithſtanding this, Theſs, therei is 
yet Lepore oy of gracious oa— 
he Will; | 
—_ ou them. 
_ "The Will i it ſelf ſtands i in need of 
them.” 
0, The Perfeion of the new Creatute 
cannot ſtand. without themz,.. ; |- ; 10x 
-../I» God calls for them;z above all things 
he calls for 4 heart, 4 pure heart, ſuch. as 
works out the mixtures of Corruption ; 5-4 - 
right heart, ſuchas lies level tg the Rule of 
Righteouſneſs 3 this he: deſires; he deſires 
iryrb in the inward MI. Pſal.5 1,6. this he 
delights 
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detights in, be bath pleaſure ive-uprightmeff, 
x Chrov. 29. 17% Where this is fond," 
paſſes by many infirmitics 5- 7 have eatihy 


(faich'Chriſt.) a <— emon 12 comb with my honey, 
Wax and MW aCant.g.x fofirms 
nice butwhere 


ties do not CITIES roo rr ts 
this is wanting," ablaek mark u 
men;'everr/ ge ' do+that+ open 
aint) y good. pan r tr that which 
ws right bu thi | of the Lord, but wht 
14th: 8 perfel? &Chrox:2y72.: "there is 
z black tnark ſet uþort him vr In- 
reg ee But how promos «nay by Prin- | 
ciples in the Heart, how-can the Heart be 

right or pure? which way.can God 'sCall 
bounlrored; &hinDefixeor Delight at- 
tinged? - 

2. The Will it GP: Bands! in'need-of 
them. The Will'6fflten Mah what is it 


*  butaveryiShoul bf inedinite Aﬀections, 


a Womb of evil Concupiſcence ? Here bs 
theiGHnivuia omation, the en teiuikg left, 
Jam.1.15. tharwhielh'teems' out a ” 
Hon of wickedneſſes: Here isan A 
bottomleſs Pit ofevits, ſuch as finvakyand 
vorhits tip all manner of Ahominations: E- 
very carnal Heart hath in it 2 plague of Rot- 
termeſs' which is (till ſtarting God, 
Bas Irow:fivew of Rebellion which is all 


CON- 
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contradidtivg God:3 and haw.can this Hell 
of Laſt it thes Will ever bequtached/but = 
by the dear water 8:| How can this 
wound of Co there over befigel: 
elbutbygaeewe 2. 

19.0; The Perfottion of the new: Creatups 
cannov»iſkand) without them; ' The new 
Creature1s:a new' ra, all over new, new 
io ifsDefires as welt as in its lntellefudls ; 

tis« perfeiZ ex in Chriſt , patiect. iti-all 
its parts it hath a Heartag well/as:ia 
Head.: +Should-: ther: Will want: gfacious 
Principles, the new Creature muſt want 
a blcart, rhe old Heart will "hat ſerverthe 
turn; the new Manis buthalfkh Man widh- 
wav 4 #rxy beort;.: There wal Cn 
Breaſt-plate of Judgment: #6e 
the Thumnmimn, that 1s, 
bas, both were it) it of ele it _ —_ 
£1 Fhe-full Gabftance of 'this:T 
wazohly: in Chaiſt, who was>fulb: 
Grace and Truth 3 but there is & meaſure 
ofiitin every erve Chriſtian, who:put3:on 
thebteaſt-plate of faith and loue, Þ Theſk 3. 
8. Faithieis king of: VUrim'in” his Under- 
ſtanding, abd-Love's kind of Thaxrprine in 
bis Will 3: and both/together makeup: his 
Foinplete Bteaſtphare, ' Bur if therewere 
graced Prinapletin bis Ly 
Ve 
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have an Urim without a 'Thiwrmine, Light 
inthe Mind/yithout Integrity-in theHearts 
and-by conf: _ he could be but” one 
halfof a Chri 685 4. 

0bje@, 2. This ; Theſis overturns the Li- 
berty of the Will 3 for if the Will be de- 
termined by the Underſtanding, how is4t 
free? and if free; how determined? -. 

-F anſwer — are three thin which 
well- wei Fro a PRs ution to 
this Oby : 

{\3-This Objection carries nit a great 
Abſurdiry. 

2. This: Objeftion ſands upon a falls 
Notion of Liberty. 

"4:30'This Objection vaniſhes by the true 
Untiog of Liberty. 19% 

[1224 "This Objectina carries-in-it-a great 
Abfardity $i! If the Will being determined 

" the Underanding loſe-1ts Freedom, 
thewitloſethits Freedom by:an adhefion 
to'theRoot of its Erecedom 5 and it can- 
um arm—any unleſs:it can turn-Brute, which 
is a'great Abſurdity,. You'l day, Is.this ſo 
abſurd? ; Doth/ not the Will turn Brute in 
cloſing with ſenſual Luſtsatid doth nor the - 
Scripture: call men-Beaſts upon; that ac- 
count? I anſwer, that the Wul i in clofing 


__— its ſenſual. Luſts i is brutiſh as to the 
- Matter 
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Matter of its choice, but not asto the Man-. 
(ending tough corp eee 
anding(though- co )going before it 
but if ya 7 away. BS the Undes: 
ſtanding, it. can turn Brute even as to the 
Manner of its Acting : for thenits AR harh 
no Underſtanding at all at the bottot'of 
it, no more than the A& of a Beaſt, which 
1s very abſurd in arational Appetite, ' © 
2. This Objection ſtands upon a falſe 
Notion of Liberty, viz. That he Liberry 
of the Will-doth eſſentially confiſt in an 
iooggonia or «Neve lc, in allequi/ibrium or 
indeterminate Indifferency”, whereby it 
may will at not will a thing for why, ac- 
cording to this Qbjeftion, is the Will *not 
free? Why, but becaule it is determined ? 
And why is, it not free, . if d&ermined # 
Becauſe its Freedom doth cotfiſt efſential- 
ly in ſuch an equilibrix-s, as catinbe ftard 
with any determination but whatÞs mere-" 
ly from it ſelf, Now that thivis a falſe No- 
oo of Liberty doth appear rtany ways : 
or | L | 
3. If Liberty .do eſſentially confift in 
ſuch an Indifferency, "then whar ſhall w& 
lay to Jeſiis Chriſt on Earth? Had not he 
as Man all the Eſſentials of Liberty'? Was: 
not all his Obediegce perfettly free? ue 
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Ina not wg Wilt indeclinably 
tallow-his divineg "Wis there a pyſſe pecra> 
FA Ma} zotle6 Lamb ? Confd thar hu: 
ature "( conceived 'by "the. Oo 

hoſt, and inſepatably united tothe © 

head) could rar alſo tranſpteſs ? Sately 
it could not. 1 do nothin Fs 2) ſelf, ref 
— oh, 8. 28. nay C11," T £44 tb 
hing 0) COTE 5: 30. 'flothing 3 in 
Cech - crvoges was his humane 
Flagon Ns vine, not the ſhadow of 


If Li bein | , eſſertiatly conlitf it 
an lpdiffetericy, ' What fay we to, the 


ed Saints } no Shiny Have not'the 


” the. « 5 of Liberty? Are tho: 
eu Bp made fot: in every t Ling elſe 77g 
Is.that the thing that is wantin 
Heaven;? ſurely ror Liberty 
pa ah be Aane', 'Et whit of an LI 
@veic; Th Ay Is "lt in all, and the 
Saints br « take off their Eyes from him 
for ever. 3 his Will is perfectly triumphane 
ave#theirs, and. Mot Will is pe fey de- 
by bis, ſo dethimiakd, As bf to; 
glancea de from it to all Eternity | ; | Apt 
1n-this. Detexminati pa Liberty is not 


etroyed [3-14 perkec&te theWill 4 not it 
ſtraits 


ftraits or bonds, but ina Sabbarch of 'Reſt” 
and Joy. - Here's w__—_— equilibri- 
«8; that kind of Liberty is 1d :d on 
Earth, thavit ſhall never beiglorified itn 
Heaven ; and'if it be not'pl there, 
fure *tis no Eſſential here. ©5007 
3. If Libervy do ef{entially conſiſt icy 
fach an indifferency, then' how ſhall the 
divinePreſcience be ſalved?: 'God know- 
eth' all the free Ats of men , woe 1 
Thoughts afar off, from the Tower 
his Eternity * But if the Will be/ in 4q#7- 
librio, its AQts' (before they 'came into Be« 
ing)muſt bemere Contingencies, mdwwih- 
out.any' detertninate Veriry-at all in them, 
and'how then-are they knowable as Cer- 
gencics 2s 'Cor- 


tainties? To know Conting 
tainties, is to erre and not to know, © + | 

4+ If Liberty do eſſentially confi in 
ſuch an Indifferency, then what 'bacomes 
of divine Providence? Providence hath a 
Kingdom over men's Hearts, We findiin 
Scripture God tonuching the hvart,'1 Sami; 
10.26, ſtirring up the heart,2 Chron. 3622. 
opening thdheart , AGFs16. 14. chnolining 
the hears, T'Kings-8. 58.' and #urving the 
heart whitherſoever he will, yrov.21.1. And 
after all this, is the Willi! qaalibrigf'iIf 
not, where is the ſuppoſidLibeny* Iffo; 


where 


of the:tork of Cononifions a9 
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where. ja this divine Providence? All ity 
totiching, ſtirring, opening, entlining and. | 
turning the Heart fignibes litle or nothing, 
Infiaite Wiſdorh and Power ſeem” to. have 
poſed, themſe}ves. in making ſuch a Crea- 
ture as they cannot govern, or at leaſt not 
govern. without deſtroying its facultieszthe 
infinite Spirit hath then nothing to rule 0+ 
ver but the brutal World,and the rational 
is loſt; aut of his Darhinions 3 Met muſt 
ſub6& like Creatures, .and yet'may ad as 
Gods 3their Being is withid the Realm of 
Providenee, and their AQing without it, 
In a-word 3 when; we. read, of Gad over 
all,we muſt eyer. except the ratiobal Crea- 
_ Whether that is noztrue Notion of 
which 1s:ſo oppoſite-t6 the Sce- 
pre O {hvine Providencez., ,:.;,, « 
+5, Iſhall add but one thing more: Eve- 
ry Mag.js born under 2a Futyrition, of-all. 
= Ads which be will prodyce,. gr elſe 
thoſe Afts ſhould, be d-2 5+. ig. Time 
which never were future, which js, mare, 
fible:z. and every Futurition plies jn.jtA 
neceſlity. of Immurability , or elſe that, 
which 1s future, might ceaſe to be ſich 
without coming-into-aCtual Being, which 
is impoſſible; Henee'it appears, that--hu-; - 
| ——_ EO: dath; well confilt with. a es 
cellity 
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ceſlity of Immutability ; nay, it- cannot 
ſtand without « Take away all Neccflity, 
apd you tike away all Futuritionz take 
away all Futuricion,and you take away all 
the free AQts of the Creature ; for thoſe 
free Acts could not be*Atts, much lets free 
Ads, iu time, unleſs they were futute be- 
fore; and future they cotild not be withs 
| out ſuch a Neccſlity : Therefore /iberunt 
and zece/ſ/arium may, nay, mult ſtahd tos 
pether 3 and ifſo, the Will maybe deter- 
mined by the Underſtanding, and yet be 
free without an 4quilibrinum, and by ton- 
ſequence, an £quilibrinm is not eflential 
tots Liberty, This falſe Notion of Liber- 
ty maintained upholds the QbjeAion, bur 
dillolved breaks.the ſame 1a pieces. 

'3- This Objection vaniſhes quirtfaway 
by the true ſtating of Liberty, Liberty is 
double; Ethical as to that which may be 
donede jure,and Phyſical as to that Which 
may be done de fas,” God is perfeftly 
free both ways 3 Ethically, becauſe'tnder 
no Law but the Perfection of his own Na- 
ture, and Phyſically, becauſe Almighty. 
Man is not Eyhically ftce, becaiiſe under 
aLawz not yet altogerher Phyſically free, 
for ſame things he cannot do, if he never 
ſo much will the doing thereof, . becauſe 
| I1 they 


482 +. Of the Work of Converſion; 
they are not within his Pieyep Libertas(as 
the learned Camero hath it ) eſt facultas fa- 
ciendi quod libet ,-or ge largely , fa- 
cultas qui quis tantum poſſat quaypine velit, 
tantimque velit quaninm efſe volendum jus 
dicauit ; It 1s that Faculty im Man, where- 
by within his own Sphere he can do as 
much as he wills, and will as much as in 
his Underſtanding he judges fit to be will-, 
ed. Now that this is a right Definition 
of humane Liberty doth appear three 
Ways. . - 
3. Tis bottomed upon Scripture, 
2. 'Tis commenſurate to the Nas of 

the thing. 

Tis proportionable to both the AQs 
of the W1ll. 

gTis bottomed upon Scripture. In 
Scrjinre there are various Expreſſions 
touching Liberty, congruous to the ſeveral 
parts of this Definition, In the Definition þ| | 
Liberty is a faculty»of doing, & in Scripture Þ . 
'tis a having a thing in our power, AGs 5.4) 
or in the power of our hand, Gen.3 1.29, In 
the Definition 'tis a faculey of doing as 
much as we will, and in Scripture 'tis 4 doy 1 


ing according to our will, Dan.11. 36. OT rl 
that is in our heart, 2\Sam, 743 In the Det 


nition 'tisa power "of willing as much as it t 
our 


| 
| 
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out Underſtanding we judge fit to be will- 
ed,” and in Scripture 'tis dozng what is right 
in our own eyes, Judg.17.6.0r what ſeemeth 


good and mect unto a", Jre26. 14. Thus all 


the Definition is founded on Scripture. 

2. This Definttion is commenſurate to 
the Nature of Liberty. What is Liberty 
in Man inthe full compaſs of it, but that 
whereby he becomes x&/q105 1* npdfeoc ary, 
Lord of bis own a&, and, (uch'he truly 18, 
when within his own line he. can do as 
much as he will, and will as much as in his 
Underſtanding is fit to be willed. When 
the Scripture. paints out that glorious 79 
«Fnfsnor, or ſupreme Liberty, in God, what 
doth it fay, but that be worketh 4ll things 
according to the counſel of his own will, Eph; 
I,11. and doth what be pleaſcth it beauen 
and earth, Pſal135.6. Wherefore if a man 
can work according. to the caunſel of his 
Will, and do what he pleaſeth with, 


in his own Sphere, he muſt needs be truly 


free, and ſo much is allowed by this Dex 
hnition. 

3. This Definitian is proportionable ta 
both the Ads of the Will. There is 4Fue 
mperatus,an AQ cammanded by the Will, 
hack as Speaking or Walking, or the like ; 
there i Aus elicitze, an AQ produced in 
We - Ii 2 the 
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the Will,fuch is the Ad of willing. Now 


quoad AF um imperatum,theDefinition ſays, 


that a Man can do as much as he wills 
and quoad AFum elicitnm, it lays, that he 
can will as much as he judges fit to be will- 
ed. Theſe two Acts muſt be carefully 
diſtinguiſhed, for the Will is not alike free 


in both: As to the 1tmperate Act, the Will, 


is the Miſtreſs and Commandreſs of that, 
that procedes from it per modum imperii, 
andit is truly ſaid to be done quie volu- 
:1#43but as to the elicite Act,theWill is not 
properly the Miſtreſs or Commandreſs of 
that, that procedes not from it per modumn 
imperits fr then it ſhould be A4Tas impe- 
ratus rather than elicitus; neither can we 
beſaid truly to will qzia velnmnz,for fo the 
ſame Aft of willing ſhould be the Cauſe of 
it ſelf : Wherefvre the Liberty ofthe Will, 
as tothe Att of willing, doth not conſiſt 
in a Self-motion, for the Will doth not 
move it ſelf. To which purpoſe I ſhall 
quote two teſtimonies, one out-of Camero, 
Nulla mera potentia ſemetipſam propellit in 
aFum ; quicquid enim ejuſmodi eit, id in 
au eſſe neceſſe eſt.\Voluntas antem (id eſt, 
volendi facultas )mera potentia eſt z ergd non 
poteſt ſemetipſame excitare ad agendum «81 
enim hoc facit, facit per aliquem aium q 
quo 
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quod eſt in mera potentia, illud non agit. 
And again 3 Nom poteſt dici que fit Volun- 
tatis ſeipſam determinantis alto; non eſt vo-' 
litio ipſa, eft enim volitio ipſe terminus 3 
ergo non ipſe determinatio. Another out 
of the French Divines in their Theſes Sal- 
murienſes 5 Nulla potentia ſeſemet educit in 
aFum Senſis moventur 4 rebxs ſenſibilibus,,. 
Phantaſta phantaſmatibus, Intelleffus ab 
objetis intelleFualibus, locomotiva 4 Volun- 
tate,voluntas quipote a ſeipſa? And indeed, 
if the Will do move it ſelf to the Act of 
Willing, then ( becauſe it cannot move it 
ſelf, asquieſcent)-it muſt move it ſelf by 
ſome Att, and what is that AQ but an At 
of willing 2 Therefore by an. A&@ of will- 
ing it moves it ſelf to an At of Willing, 
which is very abſurd. Wherefore the Will 
1s free inthe At of willing, not in reſpe&t 
of its Self-motion, but in reſpe@& of its Ju- 
bency and f m_—_ 3 what it wills, it 
doth incoatively witl according to the 
ditate of the Underſtanding. Now this 
being the true Nature of Liberty, the,de- 
termination of the Will by the Under- 
ſtanding doth not overthrow it 3 for (not- 
withſtanding this determination ) Man is 
free (till, becauſe he can, within his own 
Sphere, do as much as he wills, and will as 
» I1 3 much 
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much as he judges fit to be willed. Hi 
Will is free, becauſe in its imperate Aft 
it commands what it pleaſes, and in its & 
ficite As, it wills what it. wills ſpontane 
ouly, according to the diftateof the Un- 
derſtanding 3 therefore the determination 
of the Will by the Underſtanding doth 
not at all deſtroy the Natyre of Li wy 

Thus paſſing over the econd vere, | 
procede tothe third. 
 Bnere 3. Whether the Work of Cor 
verſion be wronght in an irreſiſtible 
way ? 

1 am fot the Affirmative iti 4 right ſons 
| Awork tity be ſaid to be doe irreſiſtibly 
two ways; either when there is 116 refi(t 
ance at all: thus the Apoſtle ſaith;ye have 
Killed the juſt, and he doth ot reſiſt you, 
' Jam.5.6. that js, not reſiſt at all 5 or elſe 
when there is no ſuch reſiſtatjce as to: in 
pede the work's thus they were not able ti 
reſiſt the wiſdom-and ſpirit of 'Stephen, AB 
6.10. there's an irre iſtibility 5 but what 
without any reſiſtance at all > No, the 
diſputed againit him with might and main 
but becauſe their diſputes could not in 
pede his work in propagating the Goſpe! 
therefore it is ſaid, that zhey were not ab 


to reſt him. Thus when I fay that Cor 
| Fs verlior 
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verſion is wrought in an irreſiſtible way, 
I mean not, that there 1s no reſiſtance at 
all, for even in the Regenerate there is 
fleſh luſting againſt the ſpirit, the od Man 
and the new ſtrugle in the ſame Faculties, 
like Eſaz and Jacob in the fame Wombz;but 
I mean, that there 1s no ſuch reſiſtance as to 
impede the Work of Converſion. In meek- 
neſs ( ſaith the Apoſtle*) inſtruFing thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves, if peradventure God 
will give thexy repentance,2Tim.2.25.here is 
a refiſtance, but for all that the work will 
be done, if God give repentance - He went 
on Prophet) frowardly in the way 
of bis heart, but what faith God? T have 
| 7 he his ways and will heal him, Iſai. 57.17, 
f 18. here was a great reſiſtance, but for all 
that God will heathim. God works Caon- 
verſion in ſuch an infuperable way, that 
(notwithſtanding all the oppoſition made 
thereunto) it doth infallibly come to paſs. 
Now this I ſhall endeavour to demon- 
ſtrate firſtin general, and then in particu- 
lar withreſpe@ tothe two Inſtants of Con- 
verſion. ' | 
7. I ſhall demonſtrate it in gencral, and 

that by theſe Arguments taken 

- I. From God's Eleqion. He hath choſen 
ome before the foundation of the World, 
| ion I1 4 choſen 
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choſen them to holineſs as the Way,Eph.1 «4+ 
and choſen them to ſalvation as the End, 
2 Theſſ. 2.33. Put if Converſion be:not 
wrought in an inſuperable way, haw doth 
the foundation of God ſtand ſure, 2 Tim. 2, 
T9 2 How is that golden Chain: kept en- 
tire, Whom be did predeſtinate , them he 
talted, whom he called, ther ke juſtified and. , 
glorified, Rom.8.3ae Were nat theſe call- 
ed ones (who have Predeſtination going 
befare them, and Juſtification and Glori- 
fication coming aftex them.) called in an 
inſuperable way ? It nat, the Chain can- 
not hold tqgether. The Apoſtle makes a 
plain difference between men ; he oppoſes 
thoſe of the.cleFion of grace to the oi Xatroi, 
who were blinded, Rom. 11.7. and thoſe oz 
whom God will have mercy, to thoſe whom 
he hardens, Rom.g. 18. But if Converſion 
be not jrrefiſtibly wrought, this difference 
falls tothe ground 5 thoſe of the Election 
may be blinded, and thoſe on-whom God 
hath mercy may. be hardened as well as q- 
| thers'; Far my. part I ſhould as: ſoon 
| believe that alittle Child may put up his 
finger and rawl about the-Sphercs, as that 
the Will of Man may ſtay or turn afidethe 
Influenges of elefting Grace, 

2- From Chijts P.edemptiqn. If we 
conſider 
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conſider "the preciouſneſs. of his Blood, * 
ſurely he muſt haye a Body; every little 
Seediin Natpre;hath'a Body given to it, 
and the Son of God'ſowing his Blood and 
Life cannot- want bne : If we conſider the 
Promiſe of God, ſurely he muſt have a ſeed, 
I/4i.53.10. and what elſe is the Fulneſfs. of 
the Gentiles and the Converſion of. the 
Jews, but this promiſed Seed > But if Grace 
be not. wroyght in an inſuperable -way , 
Chriſt-might ſow his Blood and Life-in a 
wonderful Paſſjon, and yet-have no Body 
ſpringing out of it;z,nay, God might. en- 
gage himſelf in the Promiſe of a Seed, and 
yet nothing at all come of it 3 if theGrace 
+ of God be reliſtible, lieve muſt be asked 
of Man's will, that Chriſt's Blood may be 
fruitful, and God's Promiſe Faithful. 
3. From the Spirit's Work. The three 

riousPerſons1n the ſacred Trinity ſhew 

rth themſelves in three glorious Works; - 

. the Father hath a ſpecial Shine in Creati- 
' on, the Son in Redemption, and the hol 

Spirit in SanEification, In the firſt Work 
we have God in the World, in the ſecond 
God in the'Fleſh,. and in the third God in 
the Heart -or Spirit. When God came 
forth in Creation, Oh! what. an Heaven 
and Earth full of admirable Creatures and 
Har- 
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Harmionies iflued forth > When God came 
in the Fleſh; what ont-breakings of Glo- 
ry were there? > What ſp Serhling of the 
Deity in Miracles upqn the Bodies of 
Men 7 'The blind hr. tp oe ſight, he 
lame walked, the lepers were cleanſed, the 
deaf did hear, the dead were raiſed, andthe 
Devils wert cjet#ed with power : And when 
God comes in the Heart or Spirit, what 
planting of a new heaverr anda new earth £ 
How much of Glory and fpiritual Miracle 
breaks forth in the "Souls of Men? Even 
here alſo the bind receive their fight,thelame 
walk, the lepers are cleanſed, the deaf tear, 
#he dead are raiſed, and the devil is c 
with power. The very ſame Miracles hich | 
Chriſt in the fleſh did do'on the Bodies of 
Men in a viſible manner, the very ſame 
dothChriſt in theSpirit do on the Souls of 
Men in a ſpiritual way. This'is the pros 

er Work of the Spirit'to ſandtifie* Mens 

earts 3 the Spirit {doth not appear any 
where jn all the World ſo mnoh as in atrue 
Saint: Look into a/godly Man's Under- 
ſtanding, there's thes Irit of Revelation; 
Jook into his 'Will', there's: the Spirit of 
Holineſs ; look into his Aﬀedions,” there's 
theSpirifof Love and Joy ; look 'intohs 
Conſcience , there's the Spirit"of Conſq« 
lation 3 


lation; look into his Prayers, there's the 
Spirit of Supplication 3 look into hisCon- 
verſation, there's the Spitit of Meekneſ$ 
and all Righteouſneſs, Thus the holy Spi- 
ritſhews forth its Glory, and flows th Meth 
at-rivdys Ml living water, and this-Glory 
and Out-flowing is ſo precious, that before 
ie came in Eſe, according to the rich 
Meaſures of Gofpel-grace, it isfaid of the 
eternal Spirit, #mw jv Nveue a0, the holy 
Spirit was not yet; Joh. 7.39. as if the Spirits 
flowing in Men were a kind of ſecond Be- 
mg to1t- But now after all this, if Con- 
verſion. be not wrought in an inſuperable' 
way, the holy Spirit may be barred out of 
every Heart, and then how ſhall his work 
be done ? Where thall his Glory and ſpi- 
ritual Miracles appear ? The Father hath & 
World to appear in, the Son hath Fleſhto 
tabernacle in, but poſſibly the holy Spirit 
can get hever an Heart to inhabir in; ne- 
vera Temple to fill with his Glory z the 
holy Spirit would tabernacle with Men, 
but what if the Iron-finew in the Will will 
not come-out ? What if the Stone in the 
| heart will not break > Then the holy Spt- 
fit is robbed of his Glory. But is this ſo 
ſtrange a thing (will you ſay? ) Whar faith 
holy Stephen £ Te ſtiff-necked and uncir- 
+ #3 pond a " condddihe 
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eamciſed in heart and ears, you do always re- 


| . fi the holy Ghoſt, as your fathers did, ſo do 


ye, As 7.51, To which T anſwer, That 
the Spirit may be'faid tobe reſiſted twa 
ways 5*either asit is in the external Mini- 
ſtry, or as it comes in the. internal Opera-. 
tions: It may be ſaid to be reſiſted in the 
external Miniſtry 5 He that deſpiſeth you, 
deſpiſeth me, ſaith Chriſt, Luk. 10. 16. He 
that deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not man but God, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, x Theſſ;4.8. When there- 
fore it is ſaid, that they refiſted the holy 
Ghoſt, the meaning is not that they reſiſt- 
ed him'as to his internal Operations, but 
that they reſiſted him as tothe external 
Miniſtry : This appears by the Context, 
for they reſiſted hims as their fathers did,ver. 
51. and how was that? The next Verſe 
tells us, Which of the Prophets have not your 
fathers perſecuted, Ver.52? Their reſiſtagce 
of the Spirit was in perſecution of the Pro- 
phets. But you'l ſay, Might they not alſo 
reſiſt him as ta his internal Operations? I 
anſwer 3 ſo much doth nat appear in the 
Text; but however the internal Operati- 
ons of the Spirit are twofold ; ſome are for 
the produttion of common Graces, ſome 
for the production of ſavingGraces,ſuch as 
the new Heart and rew Spirit, Now ifthe 
holy 
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holy Ghoſt may be reſiſted as to the for- 
mer Operations, yet 1t cannot as to the lat- 
ter 5 for in theſe it takes away the heart 
of Stone, the reſiſting Principle, and gives 
an Heart of Fleſh capable of divine Impref- 
ſions. : 

4. God doth, inſuperably remove the 
Obſtacles of Converlion. What, is thy 
Mind dark, nay, darkneſs it ſelf 2 God can 
command the light out of darkneſs and ſbine 
into the heart,2 Cor.4.6. Is thine Ear deaf? 
He.can ſay Ephatha to it, and jeal inſtrudi- 
on, Job 33.16. Is thy Heart hard and (to- 
ny. 2, He can take away the ſtony heart, and 
in the room of it give ay heart of fleſb, Ezek, 
36.26. Is thy Heart barred and, ſhut upa- 
gainſt God ? He can oper it as well as Ly- 
dia's, AFs 16. 14. he opens and none cau 
ſhut, Rev. 3.7. Doth thy Will hang back? 
He can draw thee, Joh. 6. 44. and reveal 
ſuch'day of power Ypoa thy heart as ſhall 
make thee truly willing, ?/al.110.3. Doſt 
thou go on frowardly 1n the way of thy 
heart ? Yet he can ſee thy way and heal thee, 
T/ai.$7.17,18. Doſt thou oppoſe the pres. 
_ cious Goſpel? Yet peradventare he will 
give thee repentance, 2 Tim. 2.25, What- 
ever the Obſtacle be, he can remove it,he 
can caſt down mviyaua, every height M 
tae 
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the heart, 2 Cor; 10.5. and then what Ob- 
ſtacles can remain 2 Now if God do inſu- 
perably remove the Obſtacles of Converlſt+ 
on, then he doth inſuperably produce the 
Work of Converſion. 

5. If God do not work Converſion in 
an inſuperable way, then what doth he 
produce towards it but a mere poſſe conver* 
tere? According tothe Remonſtrants Do-+ 
Ctrine, he doth not infuſe Habits or vital 
Principles of Grace, neither will they in 
plain direct terms aflert, that, he doth pro» 
duce atual Converſion ; what then doth 
| he produce tqwards it but a mere pal conn 

vertere ? and is not a poſſe peccare from him 
ok Mi allo? Yoluntatem (lay the 
2&T <8 "* Remonſtrants) comitetur 
= proprietas inſeparabilis,quant 
libertatent-voramws, 4 qua Voluntas dicitur 

eſſe potentia, que poſitis omnibus prerequi+ 
ltrs ad iT neceſſariis, poteſt velle & 
nolle,ant velle & non velle. And again:Semt+ 
per & in omni ſtatu hujus vite (ubi legiſla- 
tio, pr emiorum ello 3 penarum intermis 
natio, bortationes, preces & ſimilia locum 
babent )uolnit Deas libertatem Voluntati ads 
eſſe, qui objeTFi ab intelle&u monitrati vel- 
le poteſt & nolle,aut velle & non velle. Sure- 
ly if the Nature and inſcparable Proper; 
| ty 
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ty of the Will be ſach, and ſuch by the 
Will of God, then according to the Res 
monſtrahts DoCtrine, a poſſe peccare is from 
God as the Author of Nature, as well as - 
a poſe convertere is from him as the Author 
race 3 and by conſequence it follows, 
that he doth aC as far towards Tranſpgret- 
fion, as towards Converfion. No, by no 
means,will you ſay, it cannot be ; for Gad 
by his. Commands, Promiſes and the Spi- 
rit's Motions doth promote Converfion, 
but by his Prohibitions, Threatnings' and 
the Spirit's Counter-motions doth beat 
back Tranſgreſſion. Very well : theſe 
things ſhew that God's Attings touching 
Converſion and Tranſgreftion are not the 
ſame as to the Manner, nevertheleſs the 
ſtill remain the ſame as to the Terminzs 
rodut : For after all the Commands, 
Tomiſes and Motions towards Converli- 
on, {till the Terminus or Produtt is but a 
poſſe convertere.z and notwithſtanding all 
the Prohibitions, Threatnings and Moti- 
ons againſt Tranſgrefſion, ſti]] there is the 
Terminn4 or Product of a poſſe peccare, and 
by conſequence he aQts as far towards 
Tranſare lon as towards Converſion. Will 
you yetreply, that God gives a poſſe con- 
pertere, and Without this, Man could not 
convert, 
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convert, and when hedoth actually coti- 
vert ,. God _concurrs thereuato. -I an- 
ſer, that according to the Rettionſtrants 
Dodrine,God gives a poſſe peccare allo.,and 
without this, Man could nat fia ; arid when 
he doth actually fin, God concurrs to the 
material Act t ercof; and where then is 
the Difference 2. By the DodGrine of reſi 
ſtible Grace God ſeems to. aft as. far to- 
wards Tranſgreſſion as towards: Conver- 
hon. |... Nox Rb 
' 6. If God do. not work Converſion in 
an. inſupetable way, theti he works it ina 


dependent way,. putting Man's Will in e- | 


quilibrio, asit were 1n an. eaven Ballance, 
that it may turn or notturn to Gad 4d pla- 
citum. Now that this laſt is none of God's 


Method clexdp appears, becauſe God (as: 


beſeems his infinite Wiſdom ) works Con- 
verſion in ſych a way,as is moſt deprive. 
of the Creature,and exaltative of himſelf; 


the Man ( homes indeed converts )doth 


lick the Duſt 3 the fountain.of Blood in 
his Nature is broken up, and the ſuper- 
 fluity of Naughtiaeſs 1a his Lifeſet in ors 
der before him 3. he falls down td ſelf-ab- 
 horrencies, .and cannot deny but:that he 
is a Beaſt in his ſenſual Sins, and a Devil in 
his ſpiritual ; he perceives. his ſpiritual Po- 
| verty 


® 
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verty to. be extreme 3. fo-many thouſand 
Talents. owing to divine Juſtice, and; no- 
thing atall te. pay 3 a ſhameful- nakedneſls 
in his Soul, and not a-rag:of Righteoul- 
neſs-tocover it ; as a. wretched: haifdam- 
 * ned Creature-down: he goes.ta the brink 
of Hell, anid fromthence be hath a. pro- 
{pet of Heaven ; down he-goes into. the 
Abyſs-of his. own Null y,and from thence 
bath ſome glimpſes of Chriſt's Allneſs, His 
vixſt, breatly of ſpiritual Life is a groaning. 
under. the weight of Sin: Oh! the inte: 
mate lave of Sin, ſays he, 'twill never-out 
unleſs my heart be broken all to: piecess: 
Oh ! the abdutite Stoke in wy, Heart, it 
cannot; he mdllified. but. by Almighty 
Gracez-Qhb:! my dead Heart, nothing can' 
uicken it but.«reſarreFion 3 Qb! my no- 
thingne(s 1n- Spirituals, there muſt be. « 
creation, or I (hall never'be- any thing 3 
Oh ! the miſerable down-caſt, when Lfell 
from God into my FE, Ican-never get u 
againunleſs I be unhinged and. unſchveds 
unleſs the Spirit lift me upout of my own 
Ineſs abd:Egoity 3. Oh! that T were. orice 
out'of my own earnal'Realon, and x the 
light of life, that I'were once' out of mine 
own rebellious Will,and iz the will of God) 
it ever Ilivye, 'tis not 7 but Chriſt in'me;if 
| K k evep 
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everl labour, ''vis zot 7 but Grace inmest 
cati write an{-Jupon nothing bat'my fins 3 
if ever I be'true:toGod, tis the holy. an- 
ointihig yt ever: I be willing, 'tis the. day 
of Gol power, - Oh !'the Croſs-bars in my 
erverſe Heavt, none can'(hoot them back * 
bas the Almighty fingers. Oh!: the Plague 
of Apoftaſte:1n my lying Heart, — 
can' 'heal it ' but #he bot union 5 1 
Gol do not-'write. his Law in: my heart, 
there - will.-be nothing but wickedneſs 
there 3 if. Ke'do. not-:let down-ſome ho- 
ly' Fire into: my AﬀeRions; | there will 
benothing/but Earth there. Fleſh is Graſs; 
and God Glory; Man hothing;/and- Grace 
alt ;::God's Mercy is all, and the Willer oy 
Runger #othing; God's Encreafe is all,atd 
the: Plantet or Waterer.nothjng.!. Thuv'in || ; 
Cortverſion all+glorying'is- cut off, and ff 
pride tamed 3/'God'as a Gol is very high Þ| ,, 
upori his Throne-of free Graceyiand Man || |; 
as'Man very: lowaipon the Dunghill of his Þ ,, 
own/baſeneſs:: [Phe lictle ones enter/ into || ;, 
the Land of Promiſe,tLepbor are evangeliz- || 
ed,'the dry [Wildertie(s gapes! for diſtilla- I ;,; 
tions-of Grace; the poor weeping ſoul (Which 
bears the precious ſeed of Self-nothingneſs, Y;; 
and mourns after-a ſupply from'free Grace fi; 
atone)ſball be ſure of zhe ſbeaf of comfort at ti 


= [3 laſt, B: 
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laſt.Bat.now if God in iworkingConvetfion 
doth only put the Will in 2quzl:brio, Whe- 
ther it will turn or not, 'then the Me hot 
is quite another thing { Lit not, OVian, 
upon' thy face ſhake off the duſt of F6d- 
rure- weakneſs, talk no thore of thy pd: 
verty and wretchedneſs, cry not 'out for a 
Reſtirrettion br Crevtion:! thouble nbtthc 
Almighty Spirit and Gtiee, alF'sin thike 
own power Already ; will, and hive tor e- 
ver in the ſweat of thine” wh infiÞrove- 
tents, n!11; 'a2d all the 'þdwet of, Ord 
edtmot change thee'; wit YolS take tht 
Crbwn of thy > differthcing Glory;ilt 
and all the breathith $' and. 1 irations 
the. holy Spitit 4, fly away froth the 
Bitch and from the WortB. Atlain leftthee 
inthe conimon Maſs, God' gives rhee the 
cortimon Grice 5 bit thotl CO Man, ruſt 
make thy (ef differ from others by a_right 
uſe of that Grace which hy Ja Fun 
att vite firmamentum eff eft ſi re; trit 

in thy own heart, thy way is in thy elf; nf 
Will is'the great Umpire, Whether thou 
| wilt be God $ or tiot : After all the (waſi- 
Yons of Precepts and Ptomifes, after crea- 
Ying and quicknirg Orace bath done its 
 Fitmoſt, afrer the livitig Spitit” hath triet 
. to write the Law in thee : ; ſhall all this be 
Kk 2 fome- 
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Aomething or nothing ? Shall the newCrea- 
ture come forth or not ? Which ſhall abide 
4n-thy Heart,Law or Luſt > Thou thy ſelf 
muſt, determine the buſineſs ; God made 
the Heart and all the Wheels therein, but 
the Motion is thine own 3 Chriſt hath all 
the power in Heaven and Earth, but the 
aQual Turn is in thine own hand alone. 
Thus according tothis Do@rine , Man 1s 
exalted and God is abaſed ; free Will hath 
the Throne, and free Grace waits upon 
her. Man in his firſt Tranſgreſſion would 
have been aGod in his Underſtanding,and 
now in his' Converſion he becomes one 
in his Will, turning the Scale of Grace 
one way or other as he pleaſeth.” bs 
2. Having proved in general that God 
works Converlton in an inſuperable. way, 
F procede to prove it in particular with 
reſpet tothg two Inſtants of Converſion. 
1. Asto the firſt Inſtant,God works the 
Habits or\ Principles of Grace. in an inſu- 
perable way z -and to make this appear, 
1. Letus compare them- with the Re- 
monſtrants poſſe convertere. They (becauſe 
they would own ſomewhat mare than 
mere moral Grace in Regeneration ) tel] 
"us, potentian credendi ante omnia conferrt 
dicimus per irreſiitibilem gratiam., Now it 


the 
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the poſſe convertere be wrought in ani inſu- 
perable way, why ſhould not the Habits 
or Principles of Grace be fo wrought, how 
is the Wills Liberty impeached by the one 
more than by the other 2 Which way' can 
the Will refit the infuſion of the one more 
than of the other? I know no' difference 
between them as to theſe things: Where- 
fore (ſuppoſing what I have proved be- 
fore, that there are ſuch Habits of Grace) 
it follows that they are wrought inan in- 
ſuperable way. 

2. There isin Man's Soul an obedienti- 
al Capacity to receive the Habits or Prin- 
ciples of Gracez there is a Capacity, and 
therefore God (who fills. all things) can | 
fill it 3 there is an obediential Capacity, 
and therefore God, when ever he fills" ir, 
fills it in-an inſuperable-way : for this obe- 
diential Capacity is no other than that, 
whereby the Squl, as to the receiving of 
gracious Principles,ſtands in obedience to 

God's power.and as it ſtands in obedience 
to God's power,it cannot reſiſt, To have 
an Obediential Capacity and not ſtand in 
obedience to God's power, is one Contra- 
diftion, and to ſtand in obedience to Gods 
power and yet to refiſt,is another : Where- 
fore the Soul receiving gracious Principles 
k 3 from 
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_ from God in its obcdicntial Capacity, rey 
Ceives themin ſach a way as excludes rey 
Boon Add hereunto, that if the infulj- 
on of gracious Principles can be hindred, 
then j it muſt be þindred either by the hay 
tual pravity of the Soul, or by the finfyl 
At af the Will ; but neither of theſe can 
do it t pot the habitual pravity of the Squl, 
for ty6n| it ſhayld hinder alwaysand in all 
perlons 5 fort is mn all, and whileſt it is 
there, i it hingers, and whileſt It hinders, 
1t cannot be removed, becauſe there 1s no 
other way of removing it but by thoſe gra- 
Sioju Principles,and by conlequenge there 
fiquld beno Capacity at all ig the Soul to 
receive gracious, Principles z nor . Yet,can 
' the ſigful At of the Wull hinderit,fox the 
ll doth not receive gracious: Pringiples 
by i its A&, and thoſe which i dath not re- 
ceive by its Act,it cannot refule by its Act ; 
but it receives them in its obediearial Ca- 
Pacity , and therefore in ap in{uperable 
WAY. 

3. The Covenant of Grage evidences 
this to us, I ſhall inſtance in two famous 
places: z the one isthat, 4 new. heart will T 
give you, and anew ſpirit will 1 put within 
©3048, T will take away the ſtony heart out Y 


Jour feſh, and give. yo qu heart of fleſbs T 
1-0 wil 
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will-put my Spiris withig you, and cauſe yoie 
towalk in my ſtatutes, Ezek.36.26,27. The 
other is that, 7 will put my Laws in their i1- 
ward parts, and write them in their hearts, 
and will be their-God, and they ſhall be wy 
people, Fer.31:33. Theſe Promiſes do moſt 
fignally ſet forth the produttion of gract- 
ous'Principles; here's the Principlesthem- 
ſelves, 4 newheart and a new ſpirit 3 here's 
the principal efficient of them, #he holy 
Spirit of God; here's a remotion of the 
Obſtacles unto them, the: taking away the 
heart of ſtone's. here's the next immediate 
Capacity of receiving them,- ax heart of 

fleſp'; here's the way or manner of produ- 
cing them, 4 writing the Law in the heart 3 
here's the effecual fruitfulneſs' of them, z 
cauſing to walk i: God's ſtatutes 3 and here's 
the crown or glory of all, God will be their 
God and they his people. Now when there 
isa Worker ſuch as the Almighty Spirit, a 
Remotion of the Obſtacles ''fuch as the 
Stone of hardneſs, an immediate Capaci- 
ty ſach as an Heart of fleſh,a way of Work- 
ing ſuch as the! intimate Imprefſion of 
Truth, a Fruit-proceding fuch as Obedi- 
ence to God's Statutes, and a Crown of 
all fach as an Intereſt in God 3 How can 
the Grace be leſs:than inſuperable? You 
1 Kk 4 will 
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will ſay, Thee Promiſes were not made 
_ tothe Gentues, =_y tothe Jews, —_— 
to any {mgvlar perſons among them, 4 
Phe dats THEN .Tlanſwer; Theſe Pro- 
miſes extend not -only.to the Jewes but 
to the Gemiles ,; for theſe are Promiſes of 
Grace founded-jnChrift;and in Chrift Jew 
and Genule are a oze, Gal. 3. 28. ſo one, 
that the Gentiles are of the fame body and 
partakers of the promiſe, Fph. 3.6. Indeed 
before the middle Wal of Partition was 
broken down, they -were firangers from 
the covenant of promiſe"3 but that being 
gone, they are fcHow-beins partaking of the 
root and fone of the Olzve; Neither do 
theſe Promiſes extend to all the Nation of 
the Jews, but to the true Iſrael, the elet 
People of God, whether they be Jews or 
Gentilesz for inthem only are theſe Pro- | 
miſes fulfilled : Had theſe been made to FF. 
all the Jews, the trve God would have 8 F 
fulfilled them in every Jew. You will ſay, 
No, God's Truth doth not exadt fuch a 
performance, for he promiſed todo theſe 
things not abſolutely but conditionally, 
ſo as men did got reht the operations 
hjis Grace, 1 8nſwer; If God only promiſe 
theſe things ſhall be done, fo as men do 
not reſiſt, then theſe Promiſes run _ 
] 


If thy ſtony Heart do nor refilt, I will give. 
car xr of Fleſh 3 if thy old Heartdo 
CT ow ive thee a new _ if 
thy own fpirit do not reſiſt, I will give - 
thee my Spirit 5 and if the Law of $SiSdo 
not refiſt, I will give my Laws into thy 
Heart. ' Which faterprerationdothutrer- 
ly evacuatethe Glory and Power of theſe 
Promiſes; for to be fure that Stone, that 
old Heart, that Spirit of our own, that 
Lawof Sin in us, will (what it can) refiſt 
the operations of Grace, You will ay: 
God gives unto Man a poſſe convertere,a (u- 
pernatural Faculty whereby he is able to | 
turn untoGod : Now God promiſes to do 
theſe things, not ſo asmen in their mere 
Naturals do not reſiſt, but ſo as men fur- 
niſhed with that ſupernatural power do 
not refift. I anſiver ; two things overthrow 
this Interpretation. | 
I. In the Text it ſelf there is not a tittle 
of ſuch a Condition of Non-refiſtency,nor 
of ſucha ſupernatural Power of Converſi- 
on; nay'on the contrary, in ſtead of the 
Conditjon of Non-refiſtency, it ſpeaks of 
uſtony heart ( which is a Principle of Re- 
) to be removed z inſtead of a' ſu- 
pernatural power of Converſion, it im- 
plics an o/d heart) which is powerleſs inthe 
.. things of God) to be made new. 2. If 
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_ + 2, If God promiſe todo theſe things ſb 
as men, furniſhed with ſupernatural power 
of Converſion, do not reſiſt, then there 'is 
ſach a fupernatural. power/in men before 
theſe things ' be wrought in them, -that is, 
before there be anew or ſoft Heart, whileſt 
the Heart is old and ſtony, there is ſuch a 
fipernatural power im themz which aflerti- 
onits, as I take it, 1. BEE 

T. Againſt Scripture that divides all 
men into two ranks, they are clean or un- 
clean, mew creatures or old,. ſpiritual men 
born of the ſpirit, or natural. men mm 
the fleſp z but this Aſlertion uſhers in'a mi 
dleſort.of men ſuch as cow by a poſſe cor- 
_ werterebetween Nature and Grace; with 
the naturel manithey have an old :ſtony 
Heart; and with the: ſpirit#al man they 
have anew ſupernatural Power 5/in the 
frame of their Heart they are no-better 
- than natural ,-and in their . ſupernatural 
Power they are little leſs than ſpiritual. 

2. 'Tis againſt Reaſon. All Powers in 
the rational Soul: low out of Life; the 
Power of knowing and embracing natural 
good things flows out ' of the natural-Life 
of the:Soul, and the power of believing 
and receiving ſpiritual good things flows 
our of the ſupernatural Life of the _ 

ut 
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but this Aſextion ſuppoſes: a ſupernatural 
Power of Converſion without any vital 
Romts nothing of a new; Heart or Spirit, 
and yet a ſupernatural Power of Conver-+ 
lion: ' Wherefore rejecting theſe Interpre- 
tations I conclude, that thoſe Promiſes im-+ 
port the produGon of gracious Principles 
19 an inſuperable way. 

4 The Production of gracious Princir 
ples 181n Scripture ſet out-in ſuch. glorious 
titles as do import inſuperable Grace, 'tis 4 
creation, Epb.2.10. tis « generation, Jam:1. 
18, tis 4 reſurreFion,Eph.2.95,6, tis a tra@i» 
9n,Joh 6.44, tis 4n opening of the heart, AF, 
16,14. tis 4 tran tation intoChriſts kingdom, 
Col.1.+3., Now if this be not inſuperable 
Grace, then there may be a Creation on 
God's part,and nonew Creature on mans 3 
a Generation on Gods party and-no Child 
of Graceon mansz a Reſurretion on Gods 

art, and nothing quickened on mans 3 a 
Traction on Gods part, and nothing com- 
ing on mans 3 aa Opening on Gods part, 
and all (ſhut on mans ;z and a Tranſlation 
on God's part, and no Remove at all on 
mans; and why then ſhould ſuch ſtately 
pames-of Power be ſet@n the head of re» 
liſtible Grace ?. You'l ay, all theſe are bur 
Metaphars 3 very well, but Metaphors are 
25d Metaphors, 


» 


[ 
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Metaphors, that is,they carry in them ſome 
image or reſemblance of the things them- 
ſelves, but there is not the leaſt ſhadow of 
likeneſs or ſimilitude between theſe things 


and refiſtibleGrace. What ſhadow of Crea- 


tion in that which a Creature may fru- 
ſtrate > What of Generation in that which 
produces nothing atall > What of Reſur- 
refion when the dead need not riſe? What 
of Traction when there is no coming upon 
it? What of Opening when there is a Heart 
(ti]l ſhut up? What of Tranſlation when 
there is no remove by it? Take away the 
infallible Efficacy of Grace, -and it can be 
none of all theſe, no, not ſo much as me- 
taphorically, becauſe it hath no print of 
likeneſs thereunto, 

5.” The Scripture doth not only ſet out 
Converfion under theGlory of Metaphors, 
but 1n plain terms it ſtiles it a Work of 
Power ; the Goſpel comes in power and in 
the holy Gho#t, 1 Theſſ. 1.5. and in the de- 
monſtration of the Spirit and power, 1 Cor. 
2.4. there is Power in it, nay, excellency of 
power, 2 Cor. 4.7. nay, waredMov utyth Oy , 
exceeding greatneſs of power, and 2xgy4« 78 
pers; Pigs, the working of the. might of 


power, ſuch as raiſed up fo Chriſt from 


he entire words 


the dead, Eph. 1. 19,20. 
runs 
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runs thus 3 What is the exceeding greatneſs 
of his power towards us who believe accords 
ing to the working of his mighty power, which 
he wrought in Chriſt when he raiſed him from 
the dead: the Apoftle here doth not only 
denote Gods Power towards Believers, 
but alſo Gods Power in making them ſuch, 
As there is exceeding greatneſs of power to- 
wards Believers, ſo thoſe Believers did be- 
lieve according to the working of his mighty 
power ſuch as raiſed up Chrift from the dead, 
Every way a Believer ir fieri and i# fa#o 
eſſe is ſurrounded with Power and excel- 
lent greatneſs of Powerz Oh ! what rare 
Eloquence? what high ſtrains are here? 
Too much and too high in. all reaſon for 
reſiſtible Grace : If the weakneſs of God 
be ſtronger than Man, ſurely the Power of 
God in its might and excellency put forth 
for the production of gracious Principles 
cannot be reſiſted and overcome by him. 
6. The Heart which hath gracious Prin- 
ciplesin it is God's Tabernacle, and all 
God's Tabernacles have been builtin a 
lure way, ſuch as cannot fail of the Effect, 
God (beſides the natural Tabernacle of his 
Eternity)hath in his condeſcending Grace 
been pleaſed to have three Tabernacles 


built for him 3 firſt he had « worldh taber- 
_ vacle 
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wmacle or ſan@uary, Heb. 9.1. and then tord- 
vos, be tabernatled in ouv MH, Joh. I. I 4. 
andlaſt of all, he hath a tabetnacle inthe 
Hearts of men, 4 ſanFtuary, INN J# the 
midſt of them,” that is, in the midſt of thetr 
Hearts, Ezek,37.26. the Heart,which hath 
gracious Principles in it, is God's Taber- 
nacle: Hence, God ſays, evomvorws, I will in- 
dwell inthem, 2 Cor.6.16. Now God him- 
ſelf undertook that all thefe Tabernacles 
fhoulg be built : As for thefirft, God took 
care to have it made exaCtly to a Pinz' as 
for the ſecond, God engaped that a'Vir- 
gin ſhould conceive and bring forth 1:4- 
el; as for the third, God binds himſelf 
in a Promiſe zo raiſe up the rabernacle' 0 

David, Amos 9, 11. that is, to convert th 
Gentiles ; for (o it is interpreted; As 15. 
14, 15, t6. New Creatures are the taber- 
nacle of David; there is Davu/4 the Man 
after God's own Heart ; there Chriſt! the 
true David, dwells in the Heart by Faith 
and Love. Agaiti, God fays, I will ſet my 
ſanFuary in the midi? of them, Eveh.37.26, 
that is, I will by my ſanfifying Grace turn 
their .Hearts tato an holy place” for my 
own habitation. Moreovet, all the Fa- 
bernadles of God have beets made in 4 
fure-way, becaiiſe they have been made 
through 
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through-the overſhadowtig preſence of 
the holy Spirit. ' As for thefirſt,the Maſter£ 
workman ef4t'was Zezalzel, a man (ay'his 
name itnports) in the ſadow of God, filled 


full of the Spirit of God, in all wiſdom for 
the doing of the work. ' As forthe ſecond; 
there is 4 Bezaleel too, the holy Ghoit cormes 
#pon, ard the! power of the bigheSF overſhu+ 
4ows the blefſed Virgin; arid ſo the boly 
thing, the pure fleſb of Chriſt, was formed 
in her: Womb, Zxk. 1. 35.And as for the 
third;there Bezulecel agairizthey that dwell 
1%21in bis ſbadow fhell rethvnr, Hoſ. 1 4.9ithe 
holy Ghoſt comes upon'the Soul, 'and -the 
power of free Grace overſhadows it, "wid. 
and-ſo Chriſt or the holy thing is formed 
therein. - What isfatd of the Apoſtles #s 
fo' their facred Furidtion' 'The' holy bs 
carre upon ther, 4Fs 1.8. thedaine ts tf 
of all true Chriſtians as to/ their ſpirieual 
Generation :\ Thus whileft Peter ſpake, 1be 
holy Ghoſt fell on them, AFs 10. 44. by his 
Grace making them an habitanion of God: 
Lo, I come, and T will dwell in the mi 

thee, Zach.2.10.he comes by lisSpitit;and 
makes their Hearrs a Sanctuary for himſelf 
Thus this Tabernacle is built in a furs 
way, becauſe pitehed by God himſelf; but 
now 1f all the Operations of Grace be re+ 
C1 : .1 filtivle 
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 fiſtible,what becomes of this Tabernacle ? 
God may raiſe and raiſe by all the Opera- 
tions of his Grace, and yet the Tabernacle 
not go up; the holy Ghoſt may. averſha- 
dow tnens Souls,and yet noChriſt be farm- 
edin them; a holy place in mens Hearts 
may be ſought for the Lord, and none at 
all found. All thefe precious Promiſes of 
condeſcending Grace may fall to the 
ground. You will fay, What remedy for 
all this? God will not dwell in men whe- 
ther they will or not : Very true; but if 
Almighty Power cannot make men will- 
ing, what can do it 2 Chriſt received gifts 
fowmen, yea, for the rebellious alſo, that the 
Lard God might dwell among them, Pſal.68. 
18. Obſerve, 'tis for the rebellious «Jo 5 not 
that God doth dwell in them- as ſuch, but 
that by his gifts of Grace he turns rebel- 
liqus Hearts jnto gracious, and ſo comes 
and dwells in them as his own. Tabernacle. 
Wherefore I conclude that 'God works 
the Priaciples of Grace in an inſuperable 
way. | 
2. As to the ſecond Inſtant of Conver- 
ſion, God works atual Converſion alſoin 
an inſuperable way 3 ſo that ſooner or later 
it always takes effect, And this will ap- 
pear | 
| 1. From 
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ciples as backed with auxiliary, Grace 3 
there 13 a divine Vigor in'theſe Principles: 


theſe are a Well of avg water ready # 


toſpring up,a Seed of God ready to ſhoot 
forth, and a Beam of the divine Nature, 
ready to ſparkle out 3 wherefore wherv 
auxiliary Grace ſtirs up this Well of living 
water, bedews this Seed of God,and blows 
up this Beam of the divine Nature,itis no 
wonder af all, that actual Converſion 
ſhould 1ntallibly follow. Auxiliary Grace 
ſtirs up the Principles of Grace, 'theſeſtir 
upthe Soul, and that by virtue of both the 
former ſtirs up it ſelf unto aCtual Conver- 
ſion; and ſo actual Converſion comes forth 
into Being, _ | | 

2. From the Inſuperability of Grace in. 
the Illumination - of the Underſtanding. 
God doth enlighten the Underſtanding in 
an irreliſtible way, he ſhines into the heart, 
he puts wiſdom into the hidden parts, who 
teaches like him, Job 36. 22 £ He teaches 
with a ſtnong hand, Tſai. 8. 11. He teaches 
in the demonſtration of the Spirit and power, 
I Cor. 2. 4 A Demonſtration' is ſuch a 
thing as caanot be reliſted by the mind of 
Man; and of all Demonſtrations, the de- 
monſtration of the Spirit is moſt invincible. 
{1 | Now 
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Now if the Underſtanding be irreſiſtibly 
enlightned, then the Will (as thaveles 
Gore, oved)d oth infallibly follow it ; they 
» that Co God's name will truſt in itz the 
Seo (dtaiſo will come to ous Chriſt 5*+truth, 
if but rightly known, will make ws free ; true 
ildom dwel/s with prudence, and pratti- 
cally leads in the way of Righteouſ- 
neſs; *tis a Swada to the Will, and 
draws it home to God in aQual Con- 
yerſion. 
®s 3. From thoſe Scriptures which ſet 
forth God as the Author of aQual Conver- 
fion, He gives! m54U{v, the anal believ- 
ing, Phil. 1. 29. he grants repentance unto 
life, As 11.18. he works T* Kev, the very 
ad of willing, Phil. 2.13. he cauſes to walk 
ire his ſtatutes, Ezek.36.27. In every true 
Convert there 1s more than a mere 
Man , the grace of God js to'be ſeen in 
him,AFs 11.23. there is God in converting 
Pa#l,Gal.1.24. In the Temple of the new 
Creature every thing ſpeaks of his glory, e- 
very holy breath jn the Wyll muſt 
praiſe the Lord as its Author : If God did 
not work the very Att of Willing, then 
(which I tremble tontter) all che Prayers 
made to him for converting Grace are but 


God-mockeries ; 3 all the Praiſes offered up 
to 


*to him for the ſame are bur falſe Hallelu- 
jahs 3 then they which glorified God in 
converting - Pax, glorified but an Idol of 
. their own Fancy ; they which glorified 

- God ti the repenting Gentiles, 4&s 11. 
18. offered but a blind Sacrifice. When 
we pray, that God's kingdom ſhould come 
into our hearts, we do not mean that God 
ſhould put our Wills iz £qil:brip, but aur 
Wills ſhould be ſubdued under God's. 
When David and his People offered 
willingly unto God, he falls into a kind.of 
Extafiez Who am TI, and what 3s my people, 
I Chron. 29.142 And, (Thine, O Lord, is 
the grbatneſs, and the power, and the glory, 
and the victory, Ver.11. even the vidory 0- 
ver hearts 5 and, All things are of thee, Ver; 
14. not only our Gold and Silver, not on- 
ly our Hearts and Wills, but our yery a- 
tual Willingneſs alſo. You will ſay, All 
this is true 5 God works the very At of 
' Willing, but not inſuperably, but fo as 
men donot reſiſt the Work of Grace. But 
what's the meaning of this? God works 
the Will, fo as men do not reſiſt; not to 
reſiſt is to obey : Wherefore the, plain 
meaning is, God works the A of Willing, 
fo as men do will, which is very abſurd 5 
beexuſe it makes the very fame Ac 
Ll 2 of 
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of Willing to be the Condition of it ſelf, « 
Again; What isit for God to work theACq 
of Willing, ſo as men donot reliſt, but to 
work.it in a way of” dependence upon 
Man's W1ll? and what is that but to con- 
tradi the Apoſtle, who ſaith, that God 
works the AG of willing, ve 1 > ÞFoniak, 0 of 
his own good pleaſure 3 1t he doit of his own 
good pleaſure, ſurely not in a way of de- 
pendence upon Man's Will, but in a glori- 
ous inſuperable manner. 

4. From thoſe Scriptures whoſe truth is 
ſo founded upon inſuperable Grace,that it 
cannot ſtand without it. Twrx 5 1 me, 
and T ſhall be turned,Jer.31.18. Turn #4 un- 
fo thee, O Lord, and we ſhall be turned, Lam, 
5.21.1t Man's actual Turn do not infallibly 
follow upon God's turning Grace, what 
truth is there in theſe { 4nds ]which couple 
both together ? Other ſheep I muSt bring, 
( ſaith Chriſt) and . they ſhall hear my woiee, 
Joh.10.16. and, which agrees with it, The * 
ſalvation 0 God i is ſent to the Gentiles, and 
they will hear it, AFs 28. 28, What Con- 
nexion is there betwixt Chriſt's bringing 
and Man's hearing, or betwixt Salvation 
ſent and Man's hearing without inſuper- 
able Grace? Again 3 God ſays, I will put 
54 Sj ir.t within you and you ſhall live, Ezek, 
37+ 
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37.14. and T will put my Spirit within you, 
and cauſe you to walk, in my ſtatutes, .Ezek. 
36.27. What neceſlity of Life or Obedi- 
ence in;them, it the holy Spizzt be given 
in a reliltible way? Againz God ſays to 
Chriſt, Thou ſhalt call a nation, and nations 
ſhall ran' unto thee , Tai. 55.5, and the 
Chureh prays, Draw me, we will run after 
thee, Cant. 1.4. Where's the truth of theſe 
Propolitions, if God's calling and drawing 
do not infer Man's running ? Again David 
prays, Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy ſt4+ 
tntes, and I ſhall keep it unto the end; give 
me underſtanding, and I ſhall keep thy Law, 
P/al. 1 19.. 33, 34 Where's the ' conſe- 
quence of David's Obedience upon God's 
Teaching, it Grace beſuperavle 2 More- 
over, God ſays, I will be as dew to Iſrael, he 


ſhall grow as the lilly, and caſt forth his roots 


as Lebanon, his branches ſhall pread,. and 


bis beauty ſhall be as the olive-tree,Hoſ.14.5, 


6, Here's [{racLvery florid, but that which 
ſecures all is inſuperable Gracez nothing 
could hinder their ſpiritual proſperity, 
who had God for their dew ; I ſay,nothing, 
nat Luſts ; for Fphraim (hall ſay.1What have 
I to do with I4ol;,Ver,8? not back(lidings, 
for God lays, I will heal their back-ſlidings, 
Ver. 4; Bot barrcnneſs;for God tells them, 

*x L l 3 from 
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from me is thy fruit found, Ver,8. not dead; 

neſs, for they ſhall revive as the corn and 

grow as the vine,Ver.7, But if the Work of 
Grace may be fruſtrated, then there 1s no 

certain root for all this holy fruit to ſtand 

upon. | 

' 5. From thoſe Scriptures which ſet forth 

aqual Converfion as a Work of Power, 
"Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy 
power, Pſal. 110. 3. God fulfils the work of 
faith with power, 2 Theſſ. £.11. the Prin- 
ciple of Faith is incomplete without its 
'Aq, but God by his powerful Grace aQtu- 
ates it tnus. When our Saviour Chriſt 
"told his Diſciples, that it was eaffer for a 
camel to go through a needles eye, than for a 
rich man to enter into Gods kingdom, they 
cried out with amazement, ' Who 'ther 
eau be "wg, £ but our Saviour unties the | 
knot thus 5 The things that are wnpeſſible | 
with men, are polſtble with God, Luk,18.24, 
25.26,27. God by the power of his Grace 
can fetch off the World, the Camels bunch, 
from the Heart, and ſo make it paſs as it 
were through the needles eye into the King- 
dom of God. But now the affertors of 
reſiſtible Grace may turn the wordsthus 3 
The things which according to the ordi- 
nary working of Graceare impoſſible with 
ds Is . pe 8 ; By %. o'Þ ' God, 
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God, are poſſible with Men ; that crown» 
ing Work of atual Converſion, which is 
too hard and heavy for God's free Grace 
is abſolved and diſpatched out of hand 
by Man's free Will. In the Parable of the 
loſt Sheep,wefind God going after 38 until 
he find it ,&-then laying it upon his ſhoulders, 
Lak. 15.4,5. He goes after it ua the Means 
of Grace, he finds it by the intimate In- 
ſhinings of his Spirit, and he /ays it upon the 
ſhoulders of his power, that he may bring 
it home to himſelf in atual Converfion. 
But now if Grace be reſiſtible,the Almigh- 
ty Shoulders are only put under mans Will 
to bear it up in £equilibrio, toſee whether 
it will go hometo God or not ; it may be 
it will, itmay beit will not : Gods Power 
doth but attend on Man's Will as the Um- 
pire of all. 

6. From thoſe Scriptures which ſhew 
forth aQual' Converſion as a Conqueſt. 
Thanks be to God ( faith the Apoltle ) m7 
Yeacxuedon, that trinmpheth us in Chriſt, 
2 Cor.3.14. that is, that ſubdues us to the 
Goſpel, and makes us Inſtruments of his , 
Grace to ſubdue others thereunto. Chriſt 
rides upon his white horſe, the Word of 
Truth, vv z, ive wcy, conquering and to 
cOnquer, Rev. 6,"2. he leads captivity cap- 

4 LI 4 tive, 
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tive, Pſal. 68,18. thoſe men, which were 
Captives to Sin and Satan before, now be- 
come Captives to his Spirit and Grace,and 
as Captives wegror, he tranſlates them into 
-his own kingdom,Col.1.13.he carries them a- 
'way oht of the native Soil of their Corrup- 
tion,into the land of uprigatneſ;and(which 
further- ſhayvs the Inſuperability of this 
 Conquelt:): he birds the ſtrong man and 
ſpoils his goods, Matth.1 2.29. he caſts down 
mx nu, every height, and captivates Tv 
voyjuc, every thought ta the obedience of 
Chriſt, 2 Cor.10.5. and that this may be 
ſurely effeted,there are weapons Ividle md 
He, night to God, Ver. 4. to accompliin 
his/Will in that behalf, he circirmciſes, or 
(as the Septnagint bath it) DE Kee a, he 
purges the heart round ebout, Dent. 30. 6. 
He baptiſes it with the holy Ghoſt and fine, 
\Matth.3.t1. Fire-like he parges out the 
droaſs;and converts the Heart into his own 
Nature jn a glorious way 3 he carſes. mer 
to walk in-his ſtatutes, Ezek. 36. 27." Oh! 
what words of Power ? What Triumphs 
_ of free Grace are theſe? Here's the day of 
' Gods power 5 here's the Jeruſalem above, the 
4yother 0 of true freedom. \.,Neither-ts there 
any. Shipwrack. of humane Liberty in all 
this, for. God: cap change the unvilling 
Will 
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Will into a-willing Will ; or elſe (which 
18 durys ſermo ) he, that . made free Wall, 
cannot have mercy upon it; he, that made 
the Horologe of the Heart and all its pins, 
cannot move the Wheels. But if God 
work Converſion in a refiſtible way, ' then 
free Grace muſt loſe its triumph, and free 
Will muſt take the Crown +; free Grace 
works only a poſſe convertere,and free Will 
completes it in an aftual Converſion 3 free 
Grace may ſet the Will iz equilibrio,' and 
that'sall; but free Will muſt do the buſt- 
neſs, and that in a ſelf-glorying way, not ' 
in the humble poſture of: the Apoltle , 
&«&pogwilts, looking off from our ſelucs to Jeſs 
the author and finiſher of our faith, Heb. 
12.2, but-in the proud poſture of the Pha- 
riſce, $945 we% eowTh!, landing to himfelf, 
Luk. 18.1r. Free Grace mult' not act or 
move. the. Will unto: attual Converſton ; 
for all Action. or Motion of the WY: fo 
far as it is Action or. Motion, 1s a deter- 
mination thereof, -and- a determination 
from Grace cannot ( according to the Re« 
monſtrants Doctrine ). conſiſt withthe Li- 
berty of the Will :  wherefore free Grace 
having fetthe Will i» equilibrio mult at 
or move no further, but leave it to move 
and-determine it fe]lf inatualTonverfion, 
10:3 that 
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that is, in plain Terms, give upthe Crown 
and Glory of all unto it. But how abſurd 
is this? God ſays, No fleſh ſhall glory in it 
ſelf, and ſhall Man's Will-vaunt it thus ? 
God ſays, «dtAmov, I have left or reſerved 
ſo many to my ſelf, Rome. 11. 4. and ſhall 
free Will ſay ſo? Chriſt's Manhood did 
not anoint it (elf, and ſhall free Will turn 
it felf? God by his Grace begins to build 
a Tabernacle for the Spirit, he begins in 
the Underſtanding by Illumination, in the 
AfﬀeCtions by holy Motions, and in the 
Will by a poſſe corvertere 5 and is he not 
able to finiſh the Work by an atual Con- 
verſion? All Nations(faith the Prophet Jare 
but 414 duſt of the ballance to him, Iſai.go. 
x5. and by the ſame reaſon, all their Wills 
are but s the duſt of the baYſance to his 
"Will ; and ſhall this ſmall Duſt turn the 
Scales in the weighty bufineſs -of Conver- 
fion 2 Nay, ſhall it do fo, after creating, 
regenerating, quickning, captivating, con- 
quering, tranſlating, renewing, drawing, 
powerfully working Grace hath done 
its utmoſt ? Surely it cannot be :. 
Wherefore I conclude, That God 
"works actual Converſion jn an infuperable 
way. 
Having?thus debated the Manner of 


Con- 
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Canverſion,l procede to the laſt thing pro- 
poſed, viz. 

Buere 3: Whether the Will of God 

touching Converſion be always accom- 
pliſhed therein ? 
' For anſwer whereunto, I muſt firſt 1 
down a Diftinftien as a Foundation. G 
may be faid'to will the Convertion of men 
two ways 3 either byſuch a will as is effe- 
Qive and determinative of the Event, or 
by ſuch a Will as is only virtual and ordi- 
native of the Means tending thereunto: 
Both patts of this diſtinQ1onare bottomed 
upon Scripture. | , 

1. God wills the Converfion of fome by 
ſuch a Will as is effetive and determina- 
tiveof the Event. There are ſome cho- 
ſen to holineſs, Eph. 1.4. called #7 tegSev, 
according to purpoſe, Romr.8.28, predeſtina- 
ted to be conformed to Chriſts image, Ver. 
29. begotttn of God's own will to be ſe 
fruits to him, Jam. 1.18. and within that 
eleFion of Grace which doth ever obtein , 
_ Rome. 1 b-5o7: Touching theſe the Will of 
God is eftectiveand determinative of the 
Event, in theſe Converſion 1s wrought 
'after an irreſiſtible and inſuperable'man- 
ner. VILFD 2 
4, God wills the Converſion of _ 
4 Y 
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ſuch a Will as is only virtual and .ordina- 
tive of the Means tending thereunto, Thus 
God would have healed Iſrael, Hoſ. 7. 1. 
Thus God wills the turning of the wicked, 
who yet dieth in his ſin, Ezek., 33.11. be> 
cauſe the true'tendency of the Means is to 
heal and turn them. Thus the Apoſtle 
aſlerts, that God will have all men to be 
ſaved, and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth, 1 Tim.2.4. In which place, asI take 
it, the word [ A/}] extends further than to 
the Elect; for thoſe words of the Apoſtle 
are laid down as a ground of that Exhor- 
tation to pray for al/ men, Ver.1, and that 
-Exhortation to Prayer extends further 
than to the Ele&t : wherefore the [AU] 
whom God would have to beſaved, being 
, parallel and coextenſive:to the [ 4} 
whom we are to pray for, muſt allo ex- 
tend beyond the Elect, Wherefore I con- 
ceive that the latter part of the words, 
viz. | and to come to the. knowledge of the 
truth) is a Key to the former, viz, | That 
God would have all to beſaved.]Gad would 
. have all to be ſaved, ſo far, as he wauld 
-have all to come to the knowledge of the 
- Truth, ' and he wahuld haveall ta come to 
the knowledge of the Truth, ſo far, as he 
- wills Means:of - Knowledge unto-.them 3 

| for 
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for the true end and tendency of the 
Means (and that from the Will of God or- 
daining the ſame thereunto) is that men 
might be turned and ſaved ; Wherefore 
in reſpect of that Ordination God may. 
be truly ſaid by a kind of virtual and or-, 
dinative Will to will the turning and 
Salvation of all men. This I ſhall ex-. 
plain py. | 
1. With reference. to thoſe in the Bo- 
ſom of the Church, 

2. With reference to thoſe out of 
It. | Bans 
" I, God by a virtual or ordinative Will 
doth will the Turning and Salvation of all 
Men within the Boſom of the Church; 
for they have Jeſus Chriſt ſet before their 
Eyes, and what was the tgue End of 
Chriſt's coming, but to tarx every one from 
his iniquities, Ads 3.26, They have the 
Goſpel preached. unto them 3 there we 
have God ſpreading out his hands all the 
day, ſtanding and knocking at the door of 
the heart,crying out with redqubled Calls, 
Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die? Wooing 
and beſeeching men , be ye reconciled un- 
to me 5 making his ſalvation bringing grace 
appear unto all men, even to the Non-elet 
themſclves,and cauſing the kingdom of God 


to 
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to cone nigh nnto men, even to ſuch as for 
the rejeGtion thereof have the duſt of their 
city wiped off againi# them 3 and what is the 
meaning of all this, if God no way will 
their Copverſion ? Take away God's or- 
dinative Will, and then God (as to the 
Non-elett) ſpreads out his hands of Mercy 
' that he may ſhut them ; knocks, that he 

may be barred out ; cties and belſeeches, 
that he may not be heard 5; makes his 
Grace appear and Kingdom come nigh, 
that it may be rejected, and not teceived : 
All which is to evacuate Scripture and pur 
a lye upon the offers of Grace: Neither 
will it ſalve the buſineſs, to ſay, there is 
a Volauntas ſigni 1n all this 3 for what is 
Voluntas ſigni, if it be not ſignium Volunta- 
tis 2 If it be@only an outward Sign or Ap- 
pearance, and there be no Counterpane 
or-Prototype thereot within the divine 
Will, how is it a true Sign 2 Which way 
could it be breathed out from God's 
Heart? When God makes his great Gol- 
pel-ſupper, and ſays, Come, for all things 
are reddy, he is not, he cannot be like hint 
with the evil eze, whoſaith, Eat and drink, 
but his heart # not with thee, Prov. 23. 6,7. 
No, God's Heatt goes along with every 
Offer of Grace 5 he never calls but in a ſe- 
rious 
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rious manner : And therefore unbelieving 
and impenitent Perſons are in Scripture 
ſaid, notonly to reje& the Means; but #0 
receive the grace of God in vain, 2 Cor.6.1. 
to rejeF the connſel of God againſt them- 
ſelves, Luk, 7. 30. and to make God a lar 
r Joh.5.10. as if he meant not really in the 
Offers of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, When 
God threatned the Jews with his Judge- 
ments, they belied the Lord, and Ji it it 
not he,Jer.5.12. and when God offers men 
Grace in the Goſpel, they by their Unbe- 
lief belye the Lord and fay, It is not hes 
'tis but only the Miniſter or outward Sign, 
God's Heart or Mind is not in it. Under 
ſuch weighty words as theſe doth the Scri- 
ptureſet out the rejeftion of means, becauſe 
of God's ordinative Will ; that God who 
will one day mock at the rejeFers of ki call, 
Prov.1.26.doth not now mock them in the 
Grace of his Call;the true end of his Call is 
their Converſion, & that that end is not at- 
tained, the only Reaſon lies within them- 
ſelves in their own corrupt unbelieving 
Hearts. Moreover it is worthy of our con- 


fideration,that thoſe Scriptures(which the 


Remonſtrants urge to prove that all the 
Operations of Grace,even thoſe tn the very 
Ele&t who actually turn unto God, are re- 

liſtible ) 
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liſtible_) do figually ſet forth this. ordina- 
tive Will of God :- As firſt they urge that 
Matth.23.37. O Jernſjalem, Feraſalem ! thou 
that killeſt the Frophets and ſtoneſt then 
which are ſent untothee, how often would. 1 
have gathered thy children together, even as 
an hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not ; Here, ſay they, 
is refiltible Grace, Very well ; but what 
Grace,doth the Text ſpeak of? It ſpeaks 
only of the Grace afforded to thoſe geo 
which were never gathered or converted* 
thereby, but not a tittle of the Grace 
afforded to thoſe Jews which were there- 
by actually gathered or converted 3 and 
how then can it prove, that: this Jatter 
Grace (of which it ſpeaks not at all ) was 
refiltible ? If it prove this Grace reſi(tible, 
it can be upon no otker ground but this 
only,That.the Grace afforded to the Jews 
which were not gathered, and the Grace 
aftorded to the Jews which were gathered 
was one and the ſame : but how can that 
be made good 2 Can that Text aflert an 
equality of Grace to both {ſorts of Jews, 
which ſpeaks only of the Grace afforded 
ts.one of them, viz. to the ungathered 
ones ? Tis impoſhble : Bur if it be not 
the Truth-of the Text, is there yet: any 

| Truth 
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Truth in the thing? Had all the Jews e- 
ual Grace with the Jews gives to Chriit, 
with the Jews drew by the Father, with 
the Jews choſen out of the world £ *Tis 1n- 
credible. The Remonſtrants allow that 
God doth irrefiſtibly enlighten the Un- 
derfiaagiog, excite the Atedtions , and 
infuſe afpoſſe convertere into'the Will ; but 
was 1t thus with all the Jews 2 Were the 
blind leaders of the blind thus enlightned ? 
Were the malicious ſcorners thus affeCted ? 
Were thoſe which could not believe, Joh, 
1289. endued with a poſſe convertere £ 
It cannot be, Wherefore this Text ſpeaks 
ing only of the Grace given to the unga- 
thered Jews, proves not the Grace given 
to the other Jews to be reſiſtible, hurt it 
genuinely proves a-W1ll in God to gather 
them all under his wings of Grace ; I ſay, 
a Will in God, for it cannot be interpret- 
ed of Chriſt's humane Will ; for the ga- 
thering willed was not only a gathering by 
Chriſt's Miniſtry, but by the Miſſion of 
Prophets before his Incarnation, to which 
Chriſt's humane Will could not extend, 
' becauſe not then in being : Wherefore 
this Will is God's ordinative Will.import- 
edin the Miniſtery g& Chriſt and the Pro- 
phets,the proper endÞ tendency whereof 
m Way 
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was to gather them into the boſom of his 
Grace. This Calvin in his Commentaries 
upon this place calls, wirum & incompara- 
bile amoris documentum ; and withal adds, 
frenificat nunquan proponi nobis Dei ver- 
bum, yuin ipſe matern1 dulcedine greminms 
ſunm nobzs aperiat, Again, they urge that 
Tſai. 65.2. T have ſpread out my hands all 
the day unto a rebellious people 5 but this 
place ſpeaks only of the Grace afforded to 
the Rebellious, and therefore it proves 
not that the,Grace afforded to the Ele& 
was refiſtible. Neither 1s it imaginable, 
that the ſame meaſure of Grace is ſi ignified 
in this expanſion of God's hand, as in the 
revelation of his arm, Iſai. 53.1. The A- 
poltle quoteth this place, Rom.10.21. yet 
withal aſlerts, that there was a remmarnt 
according to the eleFion of Grace, Rom, 1T. 
5. not a remnant according to tne better 
improvement of the ſame Gracc, but a 
remnant according tothe eleFion of Grace 5 
fuch as pure Grace had reſerved to it ſelf, 
by thoſe ſpecial Operations which were 
not. vouchſafed tothe blinded ones,Ver.7. 
God's ſtretching out his hands is all one 
with his call, Prov. 1. 24. but all men are 
not called after th e rate as the called 
according to purpoſe 5 Wherefore this place 
proves 
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proves not, that the workings of Grace 
as to the Ele are reſfiſtible 3 but that the 
Offers of Grace as to the Non-eleCt are 
ſerious, God in the Means really ſpread- 
ing out his Arms of Grace unto them. 
Again; they urge that of our Saviour , 
Theſe things T ſay that yon might be ſaved, 
Joh. 5. 34. which words were ſpoken to 
them, which would wot come to Chriſt , 
Ver. 40. but that the holy Spirit ſpake as 
inwardly and powerfully to them, as to 
the Elect who hear and learn of the Father, 
what Chymiſtry can extract it out of this 
Text? or from what other Scripture can 
it be demonſtrated > God commands the 
light to ſhine ont of darkneſs in ſome hearts, 
2 Cor. 4.6. but doth heſoin all 2 Whence 
then are thoſe blinded ones,Ver. 4? If there 
be any ſuch, where is the Remonſtrants 
Equality of Grace ? Wherg, when they 
fay, that Illumination is wrought irreſi- 
ſtibly 2 Theſe things cannot confilt toge- 
ther. Wherefore our Saviours words 
ſhew not forth the weakneſs or ſuperable- 
neſs of Grace as to the Ele&, but the true 
End and Scope of Chriſt's Preaching as 
to the Non-elett 3 what he ſpake to them 
was In orderto their Salvation. Again 
they urge that, The Pharifees and Lawyers 

m 2 rejeip< 
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jefed the counſel of God againſt themſelves, 
being not baptized of him, that is, of John, 
L«k.7.30. Here,(fay they )is their Theſis ir: 
terminis : But this place 1s fo far from prov- 
_ Ing that the internal Grace vouchſated to 
theElect is reſiſtible,that from hence it can- 
not be proved, that theſe Rejecters had a- 
ny workings of internal Grace at all in 
them : For internal Grace runs in theVeins 
of Ordinances, and the Ordinance here 
ſpoken of wasFohr's Baptiſm,and that theſe 
Rejecters would” not partake of at all ; 
for ſo ſaith the Text, They were not bapti- 
zed of him, and then which way ſhould 
they come by 1nternal Grace ? could they 
have it quite out of God's Way? No, 
ſurely,there is little or rather no reaſon to 
imagine that theſeRejecters ſo far ſcorning 
God's Ordinance, as not ſo much as .out- 
wardly to be made partakers thereof , 
ſhould yet have the workings of internal 
Grace in them. But ſuppoſe they had 
ſome internal Working, muſt it needs be 
the baptiſm of the holy Ghoſt and fire, ſuch 
intimate and powerful working as is in the 
Elect ? Nota tittle of this appears in the 
Text- : wherefore this place proves not 
that the working of Grace in the Elett is 


reſiſtible, but it ſignally ſhews forth the 
nature 
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nature of divine Ordinances. Every Or- 
dinance is an Ordinance from the Will of 
God; 'tis an Appointment dropt down 
from Heaven 3; 'tis divinely deſtinated 
&c olxo uv, for edification and not for de- 
firuFion 3 'tis the Place where God re- 
cords his Name 3 'tis the Way where God 
would be met withal ; 'tis the Oracle 
where God would be heard ; 'tisa kind of 
Tabernacle of witneſs where God atteſteth 
the Riches of his Grace. John's Baptiſm 
was not a mere external Sign or Shadow, 
but imported God's ordinative Counſel to 
bring men toRepentancez'twas «5 pldvoiay, 
to repentance, as its proper End, Matth.3. 
11. Goſpel-preaching is not a mere ſound 
or voice of Words, but it importeth Gods 
ordinative Counſel to turn men unto him- 

ſelf. Hence every true Miniſter is ſaid to 

and. in Gods counſel, and for this very 

End, to turs them from the evil of their do- 

ings, Jer.23.22. Every Ordinance ſpeaks 
an ordinative Counſel for ſome ſpiritual 

End, a ſerious Ordination for the good of 
Souls. Oh ! that every one would think 

ſo indeed, how ſurely would they find that 

God is1n it of a truth z whoſoever comes 

to an Ordinance ſo thinking, juſtifies Gods 


Inſtitution and meets his Benediction ; but 
Mm 3 he 
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he who comes and thinks otherwiſe, doth 
by that very thought forſake the ordie 
nance of bis God, and rejet his connſeh, 
though nor in fo high and grols a manner 
as the Phariſces and Lawyers did, who 
would not fo much as outwardly partake 
of John's Baptiſm. Again 3 they urge that, 
What could have been done more to my vine- 
yard, that T have not done in it £ Where- 
fore when T looked that it ſhould ming forth 
grapes, brought it forth wild grapes # Iſai.5, 
4. Here (lay they) were oma adbibite, 
not a tantillum gratie wanting : ; here ſeems 
to be the ultimwm conatws, the utmolt Ad 
Ing of Grace, even equal to thoſe Operatj- 
ons of Grace which were in the Converts 
of the Jewiſh Church, and that upon 3 
double account; Firſt. becauſe God fays, 
What conid be dine more? Secondly, be» 
cauſe God kad done ſo much that he ex- 
peded the grapes of Holinels and Obedi- 
ence from them 3 and yet after all this 
they brought forth wild Grapes : Hence 
the Remonſtrants conclude, that Con» 
verſig 1 is wrought in a rcft{tible way. I 
anſwer ; thoſe which will take the true 
meaſure of theGrace ſet forth in this Text, 
muſt firſt confider to whom this Grace 
Vas afforded ; 'twas to the Jewiſh Chureh 
To 


= 

EE 

w. 
{þ £ ; NA 


Of the Work of Converſion. 539 
in common, even to every member there- 
of : this granted, as it cannot be denied, 
I procede to anſwer, fir(t asto that expreſ- 
ſion, What could have. been done more? 
Either the meaning of it is, what could 
have been done more in a way of inter- 
nal Grace, or elſe it is, what could have 
been done more in a way of external 
Means; the firſt cannot be the meaning, 
that God could dono more 1na way of in- 
ternal Grace ; if God had ſaid fo in that 
ſence, the Jewiſh Church might have 
aptly anſwered, Lord! couldſt thou not 
write the Law in every Heart 2 Could(t 
thou not make anew heart in every one 
of us?O how many unregenerate Souls are 
there found in me ! But if not that, Lord ! 
couldſt thou not at leaſt have inwardly 
enlightned every one? Could(t thou not 
have given him ſome inward diſpoſitions 
to Converſion? O how many 1gnorant 
Souls are there, which call evil good and 
good evil,and put darkneſs for light and light 
for darkneſs, Tſai. 5. 20 ! theſe are not ſa 
much as inwardly inlightned : O! how 
many Atheiſts are there which jear and 
ſcoftat the Threatnings of God, ſaying, 
Let him haſten his work, that we may ſee it, 
Mm 4 let 
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let the counſel of the holy One draw nigh, 
that, we may know it, Ver. 9. Theſe are ſo 
far from any diſpotitions to Converſion, 
that they ſcarce have the ſenſe of a Deity 
;jn them. Lord ! thou, who did(t plant me a 
Vineyard or viltble Church, couldſt have 
planted ſaving Graces in every Heart; 
thou, who did(t gather out the (tones of 
publick annoyance out of me, could(t 
have took away the privy ſtone of hard- 
neſs out of every Heart ; doubtleſs thou 
art Almighty.and therefore thou canſt do 
It; thou art True, and therefore thou wilt 
do it, if thou haſt ſaidit. Hence it ap- 
pears, that that Expreſſion [ What could 
have been done more ? }] relates not to in- 
ternal Grace, but external means: 'tis as 
if God had (aid, O Iſrael! T have planted 
thee in a Canaan, T have ſet thee my only vi- 
ſible Church in the world, IT have manured 
thee by my Prophets, T have betruited thee 
with the lively Oracles of my Law, TI have 
fenced thee in with my wak y providence and 
protedion 5 What Nation is there ſo great, 
who hath me ſonigh unto them, who hath 
Judgments and flatutes ſo righteous £ What 
National or Church-privilege is there yet be- 
hind? What ould have been done more 
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for a Church' under the legal Pedagogy and, 
before the Meſſiah's coming in the fleſh 2 

This I take to be the proper meaning of 
the words. Secondly, as to God's expe- 
Cation,neither doth that imply that there 

were o0#ia adhibita; for when God came 

and ſought fruit on the Fig-tree , the 
ſeeking there was as much as the expetting 

here, and yet there were not 0-714 adhi- 
bita, no, not as to external Means 3 for 

after his ſeeking, he digged about it and 
dunged it, that it might be fruitful, Luk, 

13.6,7,8,9. Now by all this it appears,that 
that Parable of the Vineyard proves, not 

that the internal Grace afforded to thoſe 

Jews which were thereby converted was 

reliſtible z but it proves that the proper 

End and Tendency of the Means afford- 

ed to the Jewiſh Church, was that they 

might bring forth good fruits to God,and 

in reſpe&t of that Ordination God is 

ſaid to expedt thoſe good fruits from 

them. 

2. God by a virtual or ordinative Will 
doth will the Turning and Salvation even 
of the very Pagans. According to that 
Will, God would (asT have before laid 
down) be ſcer in every creature, ſonght and 
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felt in every place, witneſſed in every ſhower 
and fruitful ſeaſon,» feared in the ſea-bound- 

ing ſand, bumbled under in every abaſing 
providence,and turned to in every Judgment, 
* This the very Philiſtines aw by the Light 
of Nature 3 Give Glory to God (lay they) 
peredverture he will lighten his hand from 
of 08, I Sa: 6.5. Allo the Ninevites 

ounſel was, to Cry mightily to God and 
tern from their evil ways, who can tell (lay 
they) if God will turn and repent, Jonah 3. 
8,9. Ina word; the meaning of all God's 
Works is #hat men ſhould fear before him, 
Eccleſ. 3.14. The goodneſs and patience of 
God leads them to repentance, Rom. 2. 4. 
Hence the Apoſtle tells us, The Lord is 
long-ſuffering to us ward, not willing that 
eny ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
repentance, 2 Pet, 3. 9. Mirus hic erga hu- 
wanum genns amor ( ſaith Calvin on the 
place) quod omnes vult eſſe ſalvos, & ultrd 
pereuntes in ſalutem colligere paratus eſt, 
Cod in indulging his Patience and Long- 
ſuffering to men, doth virtually will their 
Repentance and Salvation. I know ſome 
interpret this place otherwiſe : God is 
long-ſuffering to #2, that is,the «50:T10i, in 
the former V erſe,not willing that axy(viz. 
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of us ) ſhould periſh, but that a (viz. of 
#4 ) {ſhould come to Repentance. But I 
conceive that there is no Neceflity at all 
that the Text ſhould be fo ſtraitned, nor 
yet Congruity for Long-(uffering rowards 
the beloved, that they (who have already 
repented ) ſhould come to Repenrance : 
Neither doth this anſwer the Scope of the 
place, which atterts, that God is nos walls 
ing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
come to repentance, upon this ground, be- 
cauſe of his long-ſuffering 3 and his Long- 
ſuffering extends to all, and in that extent 
its true End and Scope is to lead them to 
repentance and ſalvation. Wherefore the 
meaning is, God 1s long-ſuffering to us, 
not to us beloved only, but tous men,not 
willing our Pgrdition but Repentance : 
The true Duct and Tendency of his Long- 
ſuffering 1s to lead men to repentance and 
falvationz and therefore in willing that 
Long-ſuffering, he doth virtually and or- 
dinatively will their Repentance and Sal- 

vation. / 
Having thus at Jarge laid down this Di- 
ſtinction with its parts, my Anſwer to the 
2utre propoſed is this; God's Will of 
Converſion, as effective and determina- 
| tive 
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tive of the Event, is accompliſhed in the 
atual Converſion of all the Ele& by in- 
ſuperable Grace 3 and God's Will of Con- 
verſion, as virtual and ordinative of 
Means; is accompliſhed in this, That 
there is a ſerious Exhibition of the Means 
in order to Converſion, as their proper 
End, and that that End (but for Man's 
voluntary Corruption ) would be thereby 
attained, even in all. 
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